
2nd Quarter 2021 Online Activities 
 

 
 

Lesson 1 
Finding Hope in the Midst of Oppression 
Isaiah 53:4–11  

 
1) Use a concordance or other online tools to determine how many times 

the word servant is used throughout the book of Isaiah. Is the word 
servant only used in texts in and around the servant songs or is it used 
in many other locations? 
 

2) In the midst of oppression people are sometimes able to find hope with a 
central figure whose presence helps to calm and galvanize people. In 
what sense does the servant demonstrate as a lightning rod that would 
help to produce hope for the people in their oppression? What figures 
outside of Jesus Christ have done that for African Americans? 

 
3) This passage appears in what scholars called Second Isaiah. Spend time 

reading and researching Second Isaiah. What are its themes and how do 
scholars come to the conclusion that this may be written by some or one 
of Isaiah’s disciples? 
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Lesson 2 
Confession and Correction 
Ezra 10:1–12 
 

1) Confessing our sins is necessary but difficult. If you have an 
accountability/prayer partner, confess your sins to him/her. If you do 
not have an accountability/prayer partner, meet with your pastor to do 
so. Confessing our sins opens us to true repentance and forgiveness from 
God.  
 

2) To grow we must all be corrected occasionally. When was the last time 
someone corrected you effectively in your spiritual walk? Compare and 
contrast that experience with this narrative from Ezra. What are the 
marks of effective correction? 

 
3) Ezra demonstrated that he was a strong leader by being able to 

implement a difficult change. What lessons in leadership are available in 
this passage? Write them down and work on implementing them into 
your leadership practice. 
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Lesson 3 
Initiating Renewal  
Nehemiah 2:11–20 
 

1) Ezra and Nehemiah are considered one book in the Jewish Bible. 
Research when and how the books were separated into two in the 
Protestant Bible? 
 

2) How was Nehemiah able to get a few men to go with him to survey the 
city at night without telling him what he was doing? What do you think it 
was about his leadership that made people want to follow him? 
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Lesson 4 
Overcoming Losses and Brokenness 
Lamentations 5 
 

1) Draw a picture that depicts the description that Jeremiah gives. What does 
it look like to pay for water, pay for wood, or not have enough bread? 
 

2) Read the entire book of Lamentations.  
 

3) The Assyrians and Babylonians were good historians because they left 
behind art that attests to what Jeremiah talks about in this chapter. Go 
online and search for Assyrian and Babylonian conquest art. See what 
you find and read the explanations given for each piece of art. Witness 
with your own eyes the cruelty that the Israelites experienced.  
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Lesson 5 
Speaking Truth Boldly 
1 Kings 22:15–23, 26–28 

 
1) Micaiah is a prophet who appears in this passage and does not show up 

in other passages. Research prophets in the Old Testament who only 
appear once or twice. How many are there? What are their names? 
 

2) In this passage God put a lying spirit in the mouths of the king’s 
prophets. What other passages in the Old Testament demonstrate God 
doing something similar?  
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Lesson 6 
Empty Rituals Are Useless 
Isaiah 29:12–24 
 

1) In this passage Isaiah uses the imagery of the potter and the potter’s 
wheel. There are multiple instances in the prophetic books in which this 
imagery is used. Find the other instances in which it is used. Compare 
and contrast them. 
 

2) What tasks do you complete from rote memory that you cannot 
remember why you first began doing them in the way in which you do 
them? Write the tasks down and attempt to remember why you began 
doing them. 
 

3) What reversals have you witnessed? Write a list of those reversals that 
have left a lasting impact on what and how you believe about God. 
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Lesson 7 
The Consequences of Giving Challenging Advice 
Jeremiah 38:14–23 

1) Make a list of those things for which you would be willing to go to prison. 
Jeremiah is imprisoned because of giving the king the message that God 
gave him. Martin Luther King, Jr. went to prison while marching and 
helping people register to vote. Fathers and mothers have gone to prison 
to protect their children. What righteous act would you be willing to go to 
prison for?  
 

2) Jeremiah is thrown into a cistern. Research what is most likely for this 
cistern to have resembled. How did they dig and find use for the hole 
outside of holding prophets captive? 
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Lesson 8 
Take Responsibility! 
Ezekiel 18:1–9, 30–32 

 
1) God says in this text, “All lives are mine.” Compare and contrast God’s 

statement with “All lives matter” or “blue lives matter.” 
 

2) Israel was being punished by God for both individual and corporate sin. 
Personal sin is not easy to get rid of, but it is easier than corporate sin. 
What corporate sins do you recognize that your nation needs to repent? 
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Lesson 9 
Changing for the Better 
Jonah 3 

 
1) Research some of the great revivalists of the 19th century American 

religious landscape. How did their traveling preaching invite many people 
to repentance cause multiple Great Awakenings? How similar or different 
were the revivals of the 19th century than Jonah’s preaching in Nineveh? 
 

2) This story is ultimately about the power of change. Jonah changes to do 
his Lord’s bidding. The people do so in Nineveh, and by the end of the 
lesson they are repenting to Yahweh. Find an inspirational story of 
change and share it with the class. 

 
3) Jonah recognized the word of the Lord when it came to him. Despite not 

always having the desire to do God’s bidding, Jonah was able to properly 
discern hearing from God. Often, we have a hard time figuring out God’s 
voice. Commit to sitting in silence for five minutes a day. While sitting, 
listen for God’s voice and ask Him to speak. 
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Lesson 10 
No Worries 
Matthew 6:25–34 
 

1) Research the effects of worry upon the body and mind. In what ways 
does worry negatively affect health? Why is Jesus imperative to not 
worry, not just for developing our faith but for us to live abundantly? 
 

2) Learning not to worry is not always an easy task. Brother Lawrence, a 
17th century French monk, wrote a book titled, “Practice the Presence of 
God.” You are challenged to read this short book to channel your spirit to 
reject worry and embrace being continuously in God’s presence.  
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Lesson 11 
Calming the Storm 
Matthew 8:23–27 

 
1) In antiquity there were many legends of people and demi-gods affecting 

the sea. Search for one such story from outside of the Bible. In what 
ways is it different than this story? How does reading about Jesus help to 
inspire faith, whereas, reading about others is simply just a nice story? 
 

2) Research the best techniques that experienced boaters use to prevent a 
small vessel from capsizing in a storm. At what point would experienced 
boaters grow anxious when in the middle of a storm? 
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Lesson 12 
A Healing Touch 
Matthew 9:18–26 

 
1) In each of these stories Jesus either touches or allows Himself to be 

touched. The COVID-19 pandemic has been difficult because many 
people have not experienced human touch for long periods of time. Once 
it is safe to do so, you are challenged to hug at least one person a day for 
a week. Feel the positive exchange of energy and love in each hug and be 
fully present with each person you hug.  
 

2) In both of these stories positive touch is a major factor. Research how 
positive touch helps us and is necessary to live flourishing lives. How 
might one use touch for healing in our daily lives? 

 
3) There has been much speculation about what afflicted the woman with 

the issue of blood. Research the various possibilities of her affliction. 
What illness do you think was most likely? 
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Lesson 13 
An Amazing Feat 
Matthew 14:22–33 

 
1) Jesus walked to His disciples after retreating to the mountain to pray. 

You are challenged to pull back to a secluded location to spend time with 
Jesus. Find a calming place outside in which you can be alone with God 
while praying, praising, and meditating in and with Him. 
 

2) Jesus walking on the water is a miracle regardless of the time period. 
However, the qualification for a miracle is different depending on the time 
period. Research what ancient persons considered to be a miracle. In 
what important ways does their definition differ from that of a more 
modern period? 

 
 
 
 
 


