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Suggested Opening Exercises
1. Usual Signal for Beginning 
2. Prayer (Closing with the Lord’s 

Prayer)
3. Singing (Song To Be Selected)
4.  Scripture Reading:  

Philippians 2:5–12 (KJV)
Director: Let this mind be in you, 

which was also in Christ Jesus:
School: Who, being in the form of 

God, thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God:

Director: But made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the 
form of a servant, and was made in 
the likeness of men:

School: And being found in fashion 
as a man, he humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross.

Director: Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him, and given him 
a name which is above every name:

School: That at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth;

Director: And that every tongue 
should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.

All: Wherefore, my beloved, as ye 
have always obeyed, not as in my 
presence only, but now much more 
in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling.

Recitation in Concert:
Philippians 3:6–8 (KJV)
 6 Concerning zeal, persecuting the 

church; touching the righteousness 
which is in the law, blameless.

 7 But what things were gain to me, 
those I counted loss for Christ.

 8 Yea doubtless, and I count all 
things but loss for the excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
my Lord: for whom I have suffered 
the loss of all things, and do count 
them but dung, that I may win 
Christ,

Closing Work
1. Singing
2.  Sentences: 

Philippians 3:9–15 (KJV)
 9 And be found in him, not having 

mine own righteousness, which is of 
the law, but that which is through 
the faith of Christ, the righteous-
ness which is of God by faith:

 10 That I may know him, and the 
power of his resurrection, and the 
fellowship of his sufferings, being 
made conformable unto his death;

 11 If by any means I might attain 
unto the resurrection of the dead.

 12 Not as though I had already 
attained, either were already per-
fect: but I follow after, if that I may 
apprehend that for which also I am 
apprehended of Christ Jesus.

 13 Brethren, I count not myself 
to have apprehended: but this one 
thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching 
forth unto those things which are 
before,

 14 I press toward the mark for the 
prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus.

 15 Let us therefore, as many as be 
perfect, be thus minded: and if in 
any thing ye be otherwise minded, 
God shall reveal even this unto you.

3. Dismissal with Prayer
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Isaiah wonders who will accept and believe his message of a suffering 
servant of Isaiah 53 with Israel’s nation is inaccurate and misleading. 
Isaiah presents an unflattering image of Jesus as such, which is rejected 
by the very men (and women) that He had come to save. The description 
paints Jesus as one who is not popular with the masses, a castoff of soci-
ety, despised and rejected—a man who has His share of troubles, through 
others’ judgment—a man who is acquainted with grief. Isaiah portrays 
a servant who was being punished for His sins or the family’s sins but is 

tortured for the people’s sins. 
In this sense, the servant is one who lives a very dire existence. The servant’s 

will is not his own as the servant’s will is relegated to God’s given to him. 
Though the servant may desire another kind of existence, his will is subjected to 
his master’s. In so doing, a whole of people is saved. The servant demonstrates 
the fullness of what it means to live selflessly and to live without regard for one’s 
sense of self and desire. Isaiah writes this passage under the guidance of the Spirit 
of God while looking at Israel’s current circumstance. The suffering servant 
motif that is developed here is most often applied as a prophecy to Jesus Christ. 
This is correct, but it is not the singular meaning of this passage as Isaiah, and 
God addressed the people of the 8th-century b.c. and their need for salvation 
and deliverance.
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Resources: New National Baptist Hymnal 21st Century Edition,  
Boyd’s Commentary for the Sunday School

Bible Study for Week of April 4, 2021 Lesson 1

FINDING HOPE IN THE MIDST OF OPPRESSION
BACKGROUND PASSAGE: ISAIAH 52:13–53:12; LUKE 24:1–35 PRINT PASSAGE: ISAIAH 53:4–11
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KEY VERSE:  But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our 
iniquities: the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes  

we are healed. Isaiah 53:5, KJV

When was the last time you relied on your faith to get you through a crisis? 
Are you convinced that the solution was granted because you exercised your 
faith, through prayer, and a solid belief in Jesus as the one who would “make a 
way,”and not because of some other approach or system?
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________

Think About It
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Isaiah is confident in his prophecy by starting verse 
4 with the adverb “Surely.” Isaiah may have stated 
this as, “You know He bore our griefs.” The “griefs” 
do not have any parameters. What are griefs? These 
entities may be considered anything that would create 
suffering or anguish. Although evil is the domain of 
Satan, we, unfortunately, can carry on an affair with 
systematic evil, which brings us into the next phrase: 
“our sorrows,” which He carried. In this phrase, Isaiah 

is saying that Jesus will have the power to overcome all issues 
that may dampen our spirits and cripple our lives. Notice that 
Isaiah speaks in the past, present, and future tenses, saying 
Jesus has already fulfilled these things. Isaiah notes that we see 
Him stricken and powerless, a victim of the horrors of the old 
rugged cross.  

His death served as a ransom for our liberation. Isaiah 
foretold what would happen to Jesus. His death served as a 
ransom for our liberation. Isaiah prophesied that Jesus was 
pierced and nailed to the cross for our misbehavior.

He was crushed. Add the anguish of His disciples’ disap-
pearance and the chastening or the severe beating inflicted by 
the Jewish Temple guards and the Roman execution squad. 
Nonetheless, Isaiah reminds his readers that the Son of God, 
Jesus, was victorious. Through these sufferings, we are healed! 
Only Jesus had both the authority and power to accomplish 
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SURELY he hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem 
him stricken, smitten of God, and 
afflicted.
 5 But he was wounded for our trans-
gressions, he was bruised for our iniq-
uities: the chastisement of our peace 
was upon him; and with his stripes we 
are healed.
 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have turned every one to his own 
way; and the Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.

SURELY he has borne our infirmi-
ties and carried our diseases; yet we 
accounted him stricken, struck down 
by God, and afflicted.
 5 But he was wounded for our trans-
gressions, crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the punishment that 
made us whole, and by his bruises we 
are healed.
 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 
we have all turned to our own way, and 
the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of 
us all.

King James Version New Revised Standard Version

NOTES:

1. The Results of Bearing Our Sorrows (Isaiah 53:4-6) 



2. Facing the Anguish of the Mission (Isaiah 53:7–9) 

 

HE was oppressed, and he was afflict-
ed, yet he opened not his mouth: he 
is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, 
and as a sheep before her shearers is 
dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.
 8 He was taken from prison and from 
judgment: and who shall declare his 
generation? for he was cut off out of 
the land of the living: for the transgres-
sion of my people was he stricken.
 9 And he made his grave with the 
wicked, and with the rich in his death; 
because he had done no violence, nei-
ther was any deceit in his mouth.

HE was oppressed, and he was afflict-
ed, yet he did not open his mouth; like 
a lamb that is led to the slaughter, and 
like a sheep that before its shearers is 
silent, so he did not open his mouth.
 8 By a perversion of justice he was 
taken away. Who could have imagined 
his future? For he was cut off from the 
land of the living, stricken for the trans-
gression of my people.
 9 They made his grave with the wicked 
and his tomb with the rich, although 
he had done no violence, and there 
was no deceit in his mouth.

King James Version New Revised Standard Version
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this task. Although we were no beaten, pierced, or punished, 
through the power of Jesus, we are healed! 

Sheep are used as a metaphor because that culture would 
understand it. Sheep symbolize helplessness and the need for 
guidance. Sheep do not like boundaries and will wander into 
unknown territories of pastures that do not belong. Sheep 
grazing on lands owned and designated for cattle caused 
many bloody battles and range wars. For example, sheep eat 
the grass closer than cattle and, at times, are deemed destruc-
tive to the land. Like sheep, who mindlessly “go their way,” 
humans follow impulses and false leads to venture into areas 
in their lives that are forbidden by the standards of God. 
Jesus will refer to His sheep many times, thirty-six times in 
the gospels, with twenty occurrences in John alone! As Isaiah 
indicates, God has taken the weight of our disconnection 
from Him on His shoulders. The burden of the sin of all 
people was laid on Him. What a heavyweight to be under, 
and yet He carried it with grace and love. As much as God 
has done for us through His Servant, human-beings continue 
in our waywardness. We have gone in our direction; after 
that, we desire to follow the path that God has laid before us. 
It is through our stubbornness that His burdens were made 
heavy. Jesus was oppressed, tortured, and beaten but did not 

NOTES:
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complain or demand His innocence or release. Unlike Peter, 
God would not send angels to break His chains, nor jailers, 
like Paul, to remove His cuffs. The silence Jesus displayed 
revealed that His resolve was so powerful that Pilate was 
perplexed, who had the civil authority to set Him free. Jesus 
did not have a reason to protest His innocence because He 
knew the Jewish authorities’ murderous intent, the placat-
ing nature of Pilate, and the fickleness of the mob. However, 
Jesus’ silence was predicated on the knowledge that He had 
a prophecy to fulfill and a mission to accomplish. Trying to 
remove Himself from the cross would deny both.

Jesus’ death seemed to remove Him from the existence of 
a normal Jewish life. Jesus did not have a wife or children 
because His mission was for the people. To His people and 
contemporaries, His being cut off indicates that He was 
removed from His earthly life. For the rebellion of God’s 
people, the offering by His death was provided when the 
payment was due. Isaiah ends this verse with a question: “To 
whom was the stroke due?” This is a “tongue-in-cheek” refer-
ence for saying that God’s people would be the recipient of 
Jesus’ sacrificial death and that His people would benefit from 
the grace of God. Perhaps Isaiah was also inserting a personal 
belief that many of the people whom Jesus died for did not 
deserve His sacrifice.

After Jesus “gave up the ghost,” His body was initially going 
to be thrown into a common grave near a garbage dump in 
the region known as Golgotha. Remember, Jesus grew up in 
Nazareth, lived in Galilee, but was crucified in Jerusalem, 
which would have placed Him away from any family cem-
etery, if a family plot existed. When a man without family or a 
pauper was executed, he would be thrown into this pit, allow-
ing wild dogs, vermin, and scavengers to eat and desecrate the 
body. This would have been a source of shame and embar-
rassment for a Jewish family. However, Joseph of Arimathea 
(who was, in all probability, a secret disciple) stepped in and 
asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. After he received it, he 
placed it into His garden tomb. Isaiah’s prophecy rang true; 
Jesus was assigned the grave of the poor but was laid in the 
grave of a rich man. Jesus had not committed a crime and did 
not lie when He answered that He was the Son of God. Isaiah 
prophesied with great accuracy. 

Jesus’ death was no accident or collateral damage of   

NOTES:
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history. This was God’s plan and method of the redemp-
tion of humanity, for those that would become believers. 
Isaiah was probably able to prophesy to this extent because 
it is likely that God planned to redeem Israel from its mala-
dies—the disappointment of Adam, the rebellion following 
the flood, the disrespect after the Exodus—or by many 
other instances, from which they failed to represent God 
through their commitment to living as His people. Israel 
stood as an example for all of humanity’s failure to live cor-
rectly before God. Nonetheless, through the resurrection, 
Jesus’ crucifixion was not a disaster; the results were satisfy-
ing and pleasing to God. The good pleasure of the Lord’s 
prospering is revealed by the fact that Jesus exited the grave 
with all power in His hands.

As a result of the anguish and pain (rather than this 
being a short-term situation), God’s Spirit will be poured 
out, and His will revealed to all flesh. As was prophesied by 
Isaiah (Isaiah 44:3), Joel (Joel 2:28), and Peter (Acts 2:18), 
the sacrifice of Christ will emanate in the salvation of the 
believers who steadfastly remained in His care. Additionally, 
those who rejected Him will eventually realize the mistakes 
of their rejection and the results of their futility, in that at 
the very name of Jesus (Philippians 2:10). The world will be 
destined to acknowledge His presence and deeds. The Light 
of His life will forever burn brightly among the heavens and 
the earth.

NOTES:

3. The Joy of the Victorious Mission (Isaiah 53:10–11)  

YET it pleased the Lord to bruise him; 
he hath put him to grief: when thou 
shalt make his soul an offering for sin, 
he shall see his seed, he shall prolong 
his days, and the pleasure of the Lord 
shall prosper in his hand.
 11 He shall see of the travail of his soul, 
and shall be satisfied: by his knowl-
edge shall my righteous servant justify 
many; for he shall bear their iniquities.

YET it was the will of the Lord to crush 
him with pain. When you make his 
life an offering for sin, he shall see his 
offspring, and shall prolong his days; 
through him the will of the Lord shall 
prosper.
 11 Out of his anguish he shall see 
light; he shall find satisfaction through 
his knowledge. The righteous one, my 
servant, shall make many righteous, 
and he shall bear their iniquities.

King James Version New Revised Standard Version
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NOTES:Application & Review
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Christian believers must reject the standards of 

society if they conflict with the requirements of a 
Jesus-inspired life. In this passage, the prophecy of 
Isaiah reminds us that God made preparations for 
the salvation of those that would remain faithful to 
Him, regardless of the century in which they live. 
Christians face challenges to their faith and their 
existence in Christ because of each generation’s try-
ing times. Troubles will come; however, we must 
choose to remain faithful and believe in the timeless 
message that Jesus is our Savior.
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It To reemphasize the lesson of this morning, lis-

ten to Handel’s “Messiah.” This orchestral classic 
has Scripture as its basis. Part 2, Scene 1, has this 
 passage as its inspiration.

Isaiah shared with those who would listen to a 
prophecy composed circa 712 b.c., which was real-
ized in the gift of Jesus Christ. Although we live in 
a period where prophecy differs from that of the 
Old Testament figures, the prophecy message is still 
alive. We must choose to justify Jesus’ sacrifice on 
the cross through Christian living.

Part of our mission is to become witnesses to the 
joy and majesty of serving a risen Savior and a very 
much alive Jesus. The gospel is not a dead message 
but one filled with hope that we will survive this 
world. Please embrace the commission that encour-
ages us to share the “Good News” that Jesus loves 
everyone and will save anyone who places his or her 
faith in Him.

Devotional Readings for April 5–11, 2021

D
D

R A Light to 
Jews and 
Gentiles

Acts  
26:19–23

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY
Live the New 
Life in Christ

Ephesians 
4:17–24

Keep Land 
Faithful to 

Godly Practices

Leviticus 
18:24–30

Ignoring God’s 
Laws Leads to 

Judgment

Zechariah 
7:8–14

People 
Anxious to 

Hear the Law

Nehemiah 
7:73–8:6

People Respond 
Actively to the 

Law

Nehemiah 
8:9–12

Committed 
to a Life of 
Obedience

Ezra  
10:1–12
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 #TheLamb
He was led to 
slaughter like a lamb.  
Share your views and 
tag us @rhboydco 
and use #rhboydco.





save
the date

June 16-18, 2021
Presented by R.H. Boyd Publishing Corporation and the 

National Baptist Congress.

Visit www.visionconference.org for registration
and sponsorship opportunities.

@rhboydco  #visionconference

www.rhboyd.com  •  1-877-4RH-BOYD (474-2693)
6717 Centennial Blvd., Nashville, TN 37209

VIRTUAL EXPERIENCE


