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Introduction

Thank you for downloading these two FREE, curriculum-based, pedagogically-sound,
classroom lessons from Tree House Press. You are given permission to print and use these
lessons for use in your classroom at no charge and you may make as many copies as you
have students.

We are sometimes asked why we make these lessons available for free. The answer is
simple: we believe that you and your students will find these powerful lessons to be both
useful and enjoyable. These lessons are a small part of a larger, complete classroom
program. We are confident that you and your students will enjoy using the lessons and they
will prove to be useful teaching tools.

If you do find these free OSSLT reading and writing lessons to be useful, we hope you will
consider purchasing the complete program which is reasonably priced and available from
TREEHOUSEPRESS.COM.

About These Lessons
The Reading Lesson: Reading Information Paragraphs

Questions in the reading lesson are intended to assess the reading skills the EQAO
considers essential both in school and in everyday life:

» Understanding explicitly stated ideas and information

» Understanding implicitly stated ideas and information

* Making connections between ideas and information in a reading selection and personal
knowledge and experience

The reading selection is followed by a series of EQAO-like, Multiple-choice questions based
on the passage. In the Multiple-choice section of the questions for the reading selection,
students are required to select the best or most correct answer of the four choices provided.

The information paragraph selection is also followed by two Open-response questions. The
Open-response questions must be answered in full sentences, and should take the form of a
paragraph which fills the six lines provided.

The Writing Lesson: Writing a News Report

The writing lesson is intended to assess the three writing skills that EQAO considers
essential both in school and in everyday life:

+ Developing a main idea with sufficient supporting details

» Organizing information and ideas in a coherent manner

» Using conventions (spelling, grammar, and punctuation) in a manner that does not
distract from clear communication




Features of This Lesson

Chapter 2
Reading Information
Paragraphs

The GEELT Reading Information Paragraphs chaples focuses on Ihiee reading skills:

= [Reading Sl 1: understanding explicitly stated informaticn and keas

= Reading Sidll 2: understanding implicitly stated infermation and ideas. (making nlerences)
= Redding Skl 3: making connections between information and ideas in a reading
selection and personal KNCwBdpe and expaianca (intenpreting reading selections by
Integrating infarmation and ieeas in a reading selecton and persanal knowledgs and
AP )

Sections in this Chapter

Risky Business: Alfred Nobel's
Blasting Powder

A New Country |s Born
“Dief” the Chief

Before they begin the lesson,
students are invited to become
familiar with the actual OSSLT
Rubric that is used to assess the
Reading Information Paragraph
section on the actual test.

The Mulliple-choscs portion of your test s marked by 8 compuler bul the wiitten porion of your test will b marked
by a person, The markoer will use the nubnic below fo score your answers, “Code 30° is the best score, YWhen you
cresaba your wiitlen answer, think sbout what you should put infte yaur writing 4 $cone al the “Code 307 kavel

The three core reading skills
being tested in this lesson are
identical to those tested on the
OSSLT.

DSSLT Generic Rubvic for Open-response Reading lems.

= blank: nathing witien of drawn in the lined space: proviced

Wegitia/On-topic

= response ks Bagibia, of-Iopic, Frelevant of Ncomect

Code 10

< rospor minimial reading
* MSPONSE provides minimal of imslevant ideas and infcrmation from the
reading selection

= responss indicales some reading comprehension

= response poovides vague ideas and infermation rom e reading
sedaction; il may includa Irelevant ibaas and information from the
reading selachan

Feel free to make student copies of the following lesson for use in your classroom. o



Features of This Lesson

Directions to guide the reading
that are identical to those on the
test are given to the studen

Reading Selection

Reading Selection ension Checklist
Whether or not you agree with the ideas presented in the reading selection balow, make sure fo:

»

ary 2
Compléte the Multiple-cholce and Writlen Answers thal follkow this reading Seledion,

1 Risky Business: Alfred Nobel's

Blasting Powder
by Jack Booth

A Italian scentist named Ascanio Sobrema made an
explosive called rivoglyesine in 1848 and promptly
waMed everyone 1o forpel aboul Nis gscavery. i was
L] 100 N . W, 8
pals yelow cil that could sasily explode, didn't nesed
a Rame 1o Set it off lke gunpawesr did, Nitreglyoering
SNt fom: nilng) exploded Lpon IMPact A whole
Busichng coukd e blown up if one small botthe was
drapped. But 2 13-year.ald by namad Alfred Nobal
eauld rot forgat,

A5 N grow up, he wanbed 12 1ind & way o contnal

the size and fiming of nitro splosions, In 1863,

Alired Nobel invenisd the biasting cap. The biasting
ap woukl ignile the nilne with a small axplosion of
gunpowder. But peopia were stil afrakd of his idea. He
@ot penmission 1o $tart making his new invension of
Ritro with & biasting cap. But he had 1o do it on a barge
in the middle of a kake in Sweden!

Alfred abways had a small workshop in his house.

He wars still experimenting, But the blassng cap idea
wasn working well yet. In 1884, a homibie axplasion
blew up s workshop. Alined s younger brather was
lied, His father's health was ruined. But Alfred Nobel
loept working.

500N peaple amound the word wene using his inventon.

But there were huge probiems — lemible accdents

A change in temperature, a little knock or bumg,
could cause ihe dangerous ol o explode. During ihe
Caldornia gold rush in 1848, the miners wanted this
new explosive called “nitm,* They know it was risky,
and they neally didn't know how 10 use it comecthy. They
wene using il for everything — they polished their bools
with it; they usedd it ¥ Bum in their 1IBmps: they used it
#0 grease their wagon wheels. (Lisually only oncel)

10

Miarahile. Allred Nobel was still working out the
kinks, Ina fee-year peiod, his factory in Germany was
destioyed by explosians brice!

Mabe] knarw that ha had ta fnd a way 1o make riang less
dangerous, N had 1o be sale fo move from one place 1o
anather. But it sl had 1o have the big barg!

Ha searched, he asked; he found a special kind of girl
In nearthemm Garmany tat meght halp. 11 woulkd soak

up the nitro 52 it wasn't a liquid anymare. But it would
24l explode, Alfred Nobel made this mix of din and
nilre 0 slicks. |1 was 1867, He called his new sabaly
blastng posded dynamile

Mot knerw this wis @ Big thirg. He hurried (o gat the
patents 50 he Could make and sall his dynamae in al
e countres of Europe. Bul many govermments said,
Mo thariks| That st is oo dangercus!™

Mobel kaw everybody was afraid of his invention.
S0 he buill & faiony on the wesl coast of Soolland.

He chose a spat where nobody Eved. When he
anufactured the dynamite, he had to move i by horse
and ean. The ralways wouldmt carry it In fact thery
wolan't camy it until 20 yeans later.

Alfred Nobel Bult his own steamships 10 canry his
dmamiiemamsm the workd.

Bedore kong, everybody wanbed 10 use Alfred Nobel's
invention, By 1896, there were 83 factores around
e workd making dynamite. People used dynamite
for paacetul reasons; they used it for war, as well.
Explosions can be used in many ways,

Alfred Nobel died in Pasis, France, in 1856 a very rich
man. He lefl 3 four-page will. He lall orders about Now
1o use his fortune — each year, prizes of money should
be given to those people who had done the best things
tohelp all the people of the word: a prize for physics;
a priza for chemisiry; a prize for medicine; a prize for

Motivating, additional, related
reading extends the Reading
Information Paragraph selection

A grade appropriate and
engaging reading selection is
presented that mirrors the length

of the selections on the test.

lilevalane, fnally, & prize for the parson wha dd the
miost for workd peaca.

Thut first “MNabe| Prizes” wane gheen in 1900, Today,
& “Mobel Prize” it a great hentur —ihe highest
imermaticaal chieement.

Thue Nobssl Prizes are given oul svwery year on
Decembar 10 - the day of Alfred Nobel's death, The
widld will always remamber Alired Nobel.

The st of Canadian Mobel Prize wirners since the prze
was first awarded includes:

1993  Economics

Robsst Mundall, & native of Kingslon, Ontana, aamaed
the prize for his analysis of exchange rates and how thery
aiact manetary palicies. The theories of Munded heiped
create a common curmency for the European Union,

1997 Economics
Myron Scholes, bom in Timmins, Oritario, was oo-
wininer of the: prize for devising a farmula for pricing
dortvalives such o8 slock cpbions. Scholes recated hes
gt i) eCDOOMICE
Winiversity in Hamiliton in 1962 and an hancrary Docsor
of Laws in 1530, He eamaed a PhD in econcmics at the
University of Chicags in 1969,

1996  Economics

Wil 5. Vickrey was bom in Victona B.C. in 1914, He
then worked for the National Resources
Wiashinglon and the Division of Tax Ressarch in the US
Treasury Dupariment,

1994 Physics

Bestram Brockhouse, of Mchaster University in Hamiltion

first nusclear reactars in Canada and the United States in
tha 19805 and '50s.

1993 Chemistry
Miichael Smith, o British-bom Canadian citizen and
director of the Bitechnology Laboratory ol the Uriversity
of British Colurmbia in Vandouver, win Tof his work on a
methad for altering DMA 1o determine s function,

19282 Chemistiry

educated a MCGHE Lniversity,

1980 Physics
Fichard Taylor, & native of Medicre Hat, Alberts, samed
& Nebel Prize for finding the first evidence of quarks, naw
believed bo be basic bullding biocks of matier

Planning Board in

1989 Chamistry
Yake University professor Sidney Altman from Montreal
mamed the prize for the discovery of catalytic propesties of
e genesc matesial AL,

1986  Chemistry
Gaman-bom John Polanyi, of the University of Toronto,
e Tor showing P Baske Chamical reactons e place

1983 Cl
Basiatoon-bom Henry Taub, recerved the price for studies:
in the transter of elecions in metals. He was a graduate
af the Univedsity of Saskalchewsn

1981 Physics
Universsty ol Torenta PRD Asthur Schawiow won fof the
development of speciroscapes, basic lools for shudying
alomic struchure.

1981 Madicine

Dr. Dawvid Hubssd, a rstive of Nisgara Falls, Orftarda, earmed
@ prize for information processing in the visual system. He
graduased from McGill Uiniversity in Montreal,

1976 Literature

Saul Beflow was born in Lachine, a suburb of Montreal, in

1915, He atiended th Unfrsity of Chicago, received his
Meethrwesterr University in 1937,

with hancurs in sociology and anthropology.

1M <

Gamman-born Gerhard Herzbeng won for wok with
“free radicals - mokscular fragments which take part
in ghemical reactions, He taught at the Unkerssity of
Sasialchewan from 1935-45 and in 1948 wend 1o the
Mational Reseanch Council in Ottawa.

1965 Madicine

‘Charles Branton Huggne, & Halitex nalive, 8 graduate
of Acadia University in Wolhvle, Nowva Scolia, samaed
the hobel Prize for research imo role of hormones inthe:
eoninol of Fumsan cances,

19867  Peace

Lester B. Pearson, before prime minister,
Becam & Nobel Prize winner for proposing a United
Matiors peacekeeping fofoe &8 & Mean fof easing the
British and French out of Egypt

1949 Chamistry

William Giauque, & nalive of Niagara Fals, Onlaria,
received & prize for investigating the properties of matter
under extremely low inmperatures.

1923 Medicine

Sir Frederick Banting and LR McLeod shared a prize
tor thi direaiopmind of insulin, used in th reatment of
disbetes, al the University of Tomnto.

11

Feel free to make student copies of the following lesson for use in your classroom. o



Muigle-choice

Multiple-chaice Instructions

Features of This Lesson

On the actual best, these questions wil be on & shaet of paper sepanale Irom your test booklel and
will b marked DY 8 computer, Make sure i completely 8 in the cacle of the answer you choose.

IMPORTANT: Do NOT usa an "X, chick mark, hall circka ll, nor a partial circke fill

© @ @ @ - comcon
® @@ e

eoirest R

Choosa e Daest or mast cormect answar, To indcate
your answer il in the drcle complotely,

21 Mitroglycerine was first made by

A Mdfred Nobied

B Ascanio Sobmro,
c Michaed Smith.

o Lester B. Pearson.

@ e 00

22 Atned Nobal had W0 expedimant on his new
Irvention on a bange in the middie of a lake
[

A milroghycernne expledes on land.

B nitroglycerine does not explode on
WAl

c nitroghycerine must ba kept wet

o nilroghycernine explodes easily,

@ 000

23 Wnatis the best meaning of the wond, arge”

in the mird paragraph’?

A :oemerm'mmlpermmn

B island

[= moat

o doci

2 e 00

24 Adred Mabel's brother

died cn the barge in ihe lake.

A
B
[+
[+] died in the tactory in Germary.
@

© 00

25

28

ar

Mobel made nitroghyceding kess dangonous by
A inenting 1he blassng cap,

B Mxing it wilh @ spacial dit.
c making & in Scofand.

D camying it in stemmships.
® e 00

Maobei died

A righ.

B i Pawis, Framca.

c on December 10, 1896,

D ol of the above.

® e 00

More Canadians won the Nobel Prize for

Directions to guide the writing
are identical to those on the

actual test.

Short Answer Response
questions are presented that
replicate, in format and skill
expectation, the OSSLT test

questions.

The correct form for responding
to the multiple-choice questions
that is expected on the actual
test is outlined.

Multiple-choice questions are
presented that mirror, in format
and skill expectation, the OSSLT
test questions .

Written Answers

Written Answer Checklist

Your wiitlen answor should:
O bec

Descnbe thi ceficulties AHTad Nobal had 03 OVeTComs in oroar to market his basting powder cynamite.

I your opirson, wiy might Nobel have crealed a prize for persons wio did he most for workd peace?
Use informetion om hes selection 10 SUPPGrL your answer.

Rough Notes
Use the space Delow for rough notes. NoIiing you wiite in this Space wif be scored.

Feel free to make student copies of the following lesson for use in your classroom. e



Features of This Lesson

Chapter 8

Writing a News Report

The DSELT Wiiting & News Report chapler focuses on INiee wiking skils:

= Wiiting Skil 1: developing & main iden with sufficient supporting detals:
= WAiting Skill 2 organizing inforration snd ieas in & conerent Mmanner
= WWiting Skill 3: using comventions (spaling. Grammarn, punciuation) in 8 mannes thal doas
froam claar

Sections in this Chapter
Parts of a News Report
The Inverted Pyramid Style
Steps 1o Writing a News Report
Writing News Reports.

Finding an Earth-like Planet: The Key to
Humanity's Future

“m oA W N =

Teens Banned from Using Tanning Beds

More Than 81% of Ontario

Longer Cool

Students become familiar with
the OSSLT Rubric that is used to
assess the Write a News Report
portion of the OSSLT.

Students Say
“Butt Out™; Why Teans Think Smoking is No

»

The 3 core writing skills being
tested in this lesson are identical
to those tested on the OSSLT.

The writhen portion of your test will be marked by a person. The marker will uss The rubne belos 1o SO0 your answers, "Code
& s the Dest scone. Wihen you create your written answes think about what you should put into your writing Io score a the
“Code 80" level

OSSLT Topie Development Rubwie for Writing 5 News Repart

Descrptor
Eiark The parges ars blank with nofbirsy writien or drrwn n B space provided.

Ingie The resperas o ibeglh o iHev 15 e pramsl

Offopis The responas is ofliopc

‘Thie responas is relatess o headine andior photo but i not s ews report
R

Code 10 The resperae s & srws epo selsied i the headine snd'or phots. 1 identries
B St Bl SREASE T SUTENLNG BT84, o PIvIes 5183 INSL e
unrelated in the event. There s no evidence of mpanization

This re4ponad i MEle 10 Mading BNOAH phots bat Srfy BTy i thi foim of &
news repart.

oo 30 mmutu—immhummmuu
h-mmm
g catate: s o h

mmm

The resperse & & s g felatied 15 e headis and Plecto Wil & dear
Tocus on e svent. Thens are insuficient and/or vague supporting desais or the oK
Code 30 COneCtion of e detals I fe event i ROt ahays Cear.

Thees i avisnca of crgenization, but lapess datract fom B cvenll
communicaton

Thi respersa it & s rapon deliliad b tha haddicg and phetn Wit & chiar
s conmatent hmmmmnmwmﬂl
Dowiever, ely S B [t Lagy
00 MOt DRTACE DM T SN SOTUTUNSCIROR.

The resporas i 8 st depon selaed 1o e heading and photo W & dear
and cormstent focus on an svent

These are sufficent specilic Lepporting detais i deveiop B rews report. The
argantzasion in lageal

The resporss 18 8 neres fepon celated B Me heading and Ehotn Wizt a cear
A eormatest fos 66 40 il

Code 80 This's e sulfcinsd spacile wuhmunmm
10 vl e N Feport. The OIGaZation is coherent demonsiratng a Excellent

OSSLT Use of Conventions Ceneric Rubis for Writing 2 Bews Report \:.

Codw Oercrptor

Code 50

Thers is IBuTicent wkdence 10 352888 the USe of conventons. Poor

Ertors m conmnions intecens with communication.
Code 20 EF1on in conventons dairact om commencaton
Code 30 Emors in nak dalract bom

Casririn Of o vendions & @S8R in welen ok

Excellent

Feel free to make student copies of the following lesson for use in your classroom. e



1 Parts of a News Report
by Patrick Lashmar

Headline (sums up repari contend) ) -
Subheading (axpands on heading) J >
Byline (name of wiiter) j >

Lead (introduces lopic and calches ader
inberest)

A

persenalize a report and make il more

Frequent Use of Quatations (halp
inbaresting)

Surmamary Statement

Features of This Lesson

Pickerel Bounce Back
Restocking Efforts Pay Dividends
Betha Baker STAFF REPORTER

If Beaver Lake anglers stan recling in more
pickerel, they will have the Tamworth Hunting
and Fishing Club to thank.

The decline of pickerel stocks in the lake became
evident as early as 2001. Lee German, club
president, noted, “During the 20s, 1 could bag my
limit of pickerel before lunch, By 2000, | knew
1'd be buying my fish at the supermarket

Joan Holmes, Chair of the club’s Bring ‘Em
Back Committee got the ball rolling. “1
approached my neighbour, Shelagh Tyler, to

see if we could use three ponds on her farm as a
hatehery. With Peggy Way from the Ministry of
Natural Resources on board, we hatched 120 000
minnows in 2004

Holmes boasted of “babying™ the fingerlings
unitil they were large enough to release. When
the fish were 60 days old and Sem in length, the
young fry were ready for the lake, The young
jpickerel were transferred to large holding tanks
and transported by pick-up trucks to the release
points.

Compressed oxygen was pumped through the
tanks to ensure the minnows were fisky when
placed in Beaver Lake. The first truck full

of minnows was introduced in front of Joan
Holmes' boathouse. Holmes remarked with a
hearty laugh, “Within two years | started eating
pickerel again,”

More prewriting information is
studied to continue preparing the
students for success when they
write their own report.

An appropriate sample News
Report is provided for study
along with specific details
outlining the parts of a News
Report.

2 The Inverted Pyramid Style

Paragraphs are independent of one another, and

News reports are most frequantly writhen in the
s gl retativaly complate in themsalves.

inveried pyramid” style. The esseniial facts are
presenied near iha beginning of the repor.

B sure your news. mporn is consistent with the
headiine and photo provided:; an off-topic report wil
result in a lower score.

Wiriba in short, independent paragraphs of two to
three seniences each,

Virite @ nesws report, not ancther type of
asigrement (guch as a comic, speech, efc.);
changing the genre of ihe pieca wil cause it io ba
considersd “relevant,” and will resull in 8 lower

3 Steps to Writing a News Report 4

1. Caich reader interest in the lead by crealing
ineresting “facts” answering the quesions, who, 5.
whal, where, when, why and how.

2. Use guotations io make the report mone &
interesting, and o reveal the person's point of view
on the subjedt; use non-connotative dialogue tags,
likes “said” o “Says” bo mainlain he impession of

ol ety sooe . i .
3. Inclsde some Tacts ko illustrate your fopic. . ‘le‘e. your report in the third persen (Le.. “he said
mat I said")

Usse transibonal words and phrases o creats
conedence in your reporn

+  Veriter in full sentences, using comect grammar,
speling and puncluation

4 Writing News Reports

In writing your news repor, you should consider the
following:

Examine each headline and the pichune that folows
imorder to find ideas for your news report

+  Use the WS (who, what, when, where, why) and
how rethad for creating the contert

Your repor should consist of many short
paragraphs, rather than a bew long ones

Feel free to make student copies of the following lesson for use in your classroom. o



Features of This Lesson

5 Finding an Earth-like Planet: The Key to Humanity’s Future

Write a news report batad on the heading and picture below. You will have 1o maks up
Task: the tacts and nformation answe-ir\g some of all of he [Olﬂwl‘rﬂ Questions: Who? What?
Vimena? Whan? WiyT How?

Auonca, 10 19port on an vt orthe eaders of  newspaper A motivating writing prompt is
Fincing sn Eathiie Planet T Kyt Pumaty's Fulre presented using the identical
The e spoce provided for your writlen work ndcate th approximate lengt of he format that is found on the
e OSSLT.

Finding an Earth-like Planet: The Key to Rough Notes

Humanity’s Future Usa ihe space Besow for rough noles.
Mothing you wite in thes space will be
scored, Review pages 82-83

Topic:

Lang:

Wirite your repert on the lines provided on the nexi page.

The space that is provided to
write the news report is of the
same length as that expected on
the test.

Feel free to make student copies of the following lesson for use in your classroom. 0



Chapter 2

Reading Information
Paragraphs

The OSSLT Reading Information Paragraphs chapter focuses on three reading skills:

« Reading Skill 1: understanding explicitly stated information and ideas

« Reading Skill 2: understanding implicitly stated information and ideas (making inferences)

* Reading Skill 3: making connections between information and ideas in a reading
selection and personal knowledge and experience (interpreting reading selections by
integrating information and ideas in a reading selection and personal knowledge and
experience)

Sections in this Chapter

1 Risky Business: Alfred Nobel’s
Blasting Powder

2 A New Country Is Born

“Dief” the Chief

Copyright 2014 Tree House Press Inc. Permission is granted to teachers to reproduce this lesson for use in their classroom only. e
If you like this lesson, consider purchasing the entire program from TREEHOUSEPRESS.COM. Have a question? Call 1-800-776-8733.



Ci) Think about how your test will be marked!

The Multiple-choice portion of your test is marked by a computer but the written portion of your test will be marked
by a person. The marker will use the rubric below to score your answers. “Code 307 is the best score. When you
create your written answer, think about what you should put into your writing to score at the “Code 30" level.

OSSLT Generic Rubric for Open-response Reading Items

Descriptor

Level

Blank » blank: nothing written or drawn in the lined space provided

llegible/Off-topic |+ response is illegible, off-topic, irrelevant or incorrect

= response indicates minimal reading comprehension
Code 10 = response provides minimal or irrelevant ideas and information from the
reading selection

« response indicates some reading comprehension

= response provides vague ideas and information from the reading
selection; it may include irrelevant ideas and information from the
reading selection

Code 20

* response indicates considerable reading comprehension
Code 30 = response provides accurate, specific and relevant ideas and information
from the reading selection

Copyright 2014 Tree House Press Inc. Permission is granted to teachers to reproduce this lesson for use in their classroom only. @
If you like this lesson, consider purchasing the entire program from TREEHOUSEPRESS.COM. Have a question? Call 1-800-776-8733.



Reading Selection

Reading Selection Comprehension Checklist

Whether or not you agree with the ideas presented in the reading selection below, make sure to:

]

briefly scan the entire selection.

look at the questions for the selection before reading it.

carefully read the selection.

]
]
O understand the purpose or reason the selection was written.
[J understand the main idea and the details that support it.

Complete the Multiple-choice and Written Answers that follow this reading selection.

1 Risky Business: Alfred Nobel’s

Blasting Powder
by Jack Booth

An ltalian scientist named Ascanio Sobrero made an
explosive called nitroglycerine in 1846 and promptly
wanted everyone to forget about his discovery. It was
too dangerous, too unpredictable. Nitroglycerine, a
pale yellow ail that could easily explode, didn't need
a flame to set it off like gunpowder did. Nitroglycerine
(short form: nitro) exploded upon impact. A whole
building could be blown up if one small bottle was
dropped. But a 13-year-old boy named Alfred Nobel
could not forget.

As he grew up, he wanted to find a way to control

the size and timing of nitro explosions. In 1863,

Alfred Nobel invented the blasting cap. The blasting
cap would ignite the nitro with a small explosion of
gunpowder. But people were still afraid of his idea. He
got permission to start making his new invention of
nitro with a blasting cap. But he had to do it on a barge
in the middle of a lake in Sweden!

Alfred always had a small workshop in his house.

He was still experimenting. But the blasting cap idea
wasn't working well yet. In 1864, a horrible explosion
blew up his workshop. Alfred’'s younger brother was
killed. His father’s health was ruined. But Alfred Nobel
kept working.

Soon people around the world were using his invention.

But there were huge problems — terrible accidents.

A change in temperature, a little knock or bump,

could cause the dangerous oil to explode. During the
California gold rush in 1849, the miners wanted this
new explosive called “nitro.” They knew it was risky,
and they really didn't know how to use it correctly. They
were using it for everything — they polished their boots
with it; they used it to burn in their lamps; they used it
to grease their wagon wheels. (Usually only once!)

Meanwhile, Alfred Nobel was still working out the
kinks. In a five-year period, his factory in Germany was
destroyed by explosions twice!

Nobel knew that he had to find a way to make nitro less
dangerous. It had to be safe to move from one place to
another. But it still had to have the big bang!

He searched; he asked; he found a special kind of dirt
in northern Germany that might help. It would soak

up the nitro so it wasn't a liquid anymore. But it would
still explode. Alfred Nobel made this mix of dirt and
nitro into sticks. It was 1867. He called his new safety
blasting powder dynamite.

Nobel knew this was a big thing. He hurried to get the
patents so he could make and sell his dynamite in all
the countries of Europe. But many governments said,
“Nao thanks! That stuff is too dangerous!”

Nobel knew everybody was afraid of his invention.

So he built a factory on the west coast of Scotland.

He chose a spot where nobody lived. When he
manufactured the dynamite, he had to move it by horse
and cart. The railways wouldn’t carry it. In fact they
wouldn’t carry it until 20 years later.

Alfred Nobel built his own steamships to carry his
dynamite to customers around the world.

Before long, everybody wanted to use Alfred Nobel's
invention. By 1896, there were 93 factories around
the world making dynamite. People used dynamite
for peaceful reasons; they used it for war, as well.
Explosions can be used in many ways.

Alfred Nobel died in Paris, France, in 1896 a very rich
man. He left a four-page will. He left orders about how
to use his fortune — each year, prizes of money should
be given to those people who had done the best things
to help all the people of the world: a prize for physics;

a prize for chemistry; a prize for medicine; a prize for
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literature; finally, a prize for the person who did the
most for world peace.

The first “Nobel Prizes” were given in 1900. Today,
a “Nobel Prize” is a great honour —the highest
international achievement.

The Nobel Prizes are given out every year on
December 10 — the day of Alfred Nobel's death. The
world will always remember Alfred Nobel.

The list of Canadian Nobel Prize winners since the prize
was first awarded includes:

1999 Economics

Robert Mundell, a native of Kingston, Ontario, earned
the prize for his analysis of exchange rates and how they
affect monetary policies. The theories of Mundell helped
create a common currency for the European Union.

1997 [Economics

Myron Scholes, born in Timmins, Ontario, was co-
winner of the prize for devising a formula for pricing
derivatives such as stock options. Scholes received his
undergraduate degree in economics from McMaster
University in Hamilton in 1962 and an honorary Doctor
of Laws in 1990. He earned a PhD in economics at the
University of Chicago in 1969.

1996 Economics

William S. Vickrey was born in Victoria,B.C., in 1914. He
then worked for the National Resources Planning Board in
Washington and the Division of Tax Research in the U.S.
Treasury Department.

1994 Physics

Bertram Brockhouse, of McMaster University in Hamilton
earned the prize for pioneering contributions to the
development of neutron scattering techniques for studies
of matter. The scientists made their contributions to the
first nuclear reactors in Canada and the United States in
the 1940s and ‘50s.

1993  Chemistry

Michael Smith, a British-born Canadian citizen and
director of the Biotechnology Laboratory at the University
of British Columbia in Vancouver, won for his work on a
method for altering DNA to determine its function.

1992 Chemistry

Meontreal-bern Rudolph Marcus won for his contributions
to the theory of how sub-atomic particles known as
electrons are transferred between molecules. He was
educated at McGill University.

1990 Physics

Richard Taylor, a native of Medicine Hat, Alberta, earned
a Nobel Prize for finding the first evidence of quarks, now
believed to be basic building blocks of matter.

1989 Chemistry

Yale University professor Sidney Altman from Montreal
earned the prize for the discovery of catalytic properties of
the genetic material RNA.

1986 Chemistry
German-bom John Polanyi, of the University of Toronto,
won for showing how basic chemical reactions take place.

1983 Chemistry

Saskatoon-born Henry Taub, received the prize for studies
in the transfer of electrons in metals. He was a graduate
of the University of Saskatchewan.

1981 Physics
University of Toronto PhD Arthur Schawlow won for the
development of spectroscopes, basic tools for studying
atomic structure.

1981  Medicine

Dr. David Hubel, a native of Niagara Falls, Ontario, earned
a prize for information processing in the visual system. He
graduated from McGill University in Montreal.

1976  Literature

Saul Bellow was born in Lachine, a suburb of Montreal, in
1915. He attended the University of Chicago, received his
bachelor’'s degree from Northwestern University in 1937,
with honours in sociology and anthropology.

1971  Chemistry

German-born Gerhard Herzberg won for work with
“free radicals” - molecular fragments which take part
in chemical reactions. He taught at the University of
Saskatchewan from 1935-45 and in 1948 went to the
National Research Council in Ottawa.

1966 Medicine

Charles Brenton Huggins, a Halifax native, a graduate
of Acadia University in Wolfville, Nova Scotia, earned
the Nobel Prize for research into role of hormones in the
control of human cancer.

1957 Peace

Lester B. Pearson, before becoming prime minister,
became a Nobel Prize winner for proposing a United
Nations peacekeeping force as a means for easing the
British and French out of Egypt.

1949 Chemistry

William Giauque, a native of Niagara Falls, Ontario,
received a prize for investigating the properties of matter
under extremely low temperatures.

1923 Medicine

Sir Frederick Banting and J.R. McLeod shared a prize
for the development of insulin, used in the treatment of
diabetes, at the University of Toronto.

Copyright 2014 Tree House Press Inc. Permission is granted to teachers to reproduce this lesson for use in their classroom only.
If you like this lesson, consider purchasing the entire program from TREEHOUSEPRESS.COM. Have a question? Call 1-800-776-8733.



Multiple-choice

Multiple-choice Instructions

On the actual test, these questions will be on a sheet of paper separate from your test booklet and
will be marked by a computer. Make sure to completely fill in the circle of the answer you choose.

IMPORTANT: Do NOT use an “X", check mark, half circle fill, nor a partial circle fill.

®© © @ O
®@ U @ <

% Correct form

¢ Incorrect form

Choose the best or most correct answer. To indicate 25
your answer fill in the circle completely.

21

2.2

23

24

Nitroglycerine was first made by

A Alfred Nobel.
B Ascanio Sobrero.
C Michael Smith.
D Lester B. Pearson.
26

@ © O
Alfred Nobel had to experiment on his new
invention on a barge in the middle of a lake
because
A nitroglycerine explodes on land.
B nitroglycerine does not explode on

water. 2.7
C nitroglycerine must be kept wet.
D nitroglycerine explodes easily.

® @ 0 0O

What is the best meaning of the word, “barge
in the third paragraph?

A to enter without permission
B island

Cc boat

D dock

® 6 © O

Alfred Nobel's brother

A died on the barge in the lake.

B died in the workshop.

C worked in the factory in Germany.
D died in the factory in Germany.

® 6 © 0O

Nobel made nitroglycerine less dangerous by

A
B
Cc
D

inventing the blasting cap.
mixing it with a special dirt.
making it in Scotland.
carrying it in steamships.

® ©® © 0O

Nobel died

A rich.

B in Paris, France.

C on December 10, 1896.
D all of the above.

® 6 © O

More Canadians won the Nobel Prize for

OO WX

®

economics.
chemistry.
physics.
medicine.

© O O
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Written Answers
Written Answer Checklist

Your written answer should:

be on-topic, specific, and relevant to the reading selection.

refer to specific examples in the reading selection.

be clear, well-organized and use correct spelling, punctuation, and grammar.
be approximately as long as the space you are given on the lines.

be written legibly using a blue or black pen or pencil.

OO0000

Describe the difficulties Alfred Nobel had to overcome in order to market his blasting powder dynamite.

2. In your opinion, why might Nobel have created a prize for persons who did the most for world peace?
Use information from this selection to support your answer.

Rough Notes

Use the space below for rough notes. Nothing you write in this space will be scored.
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Chapter 8

Writing a News Report

The OSSLT Writing a News Report chapter focuses on three writing skills:

= Writing Skill 1: developing a main idea with sufficient supporting details

= Writing Skill 2: organizing information and ideas in a coherent manner

«  Writing Skill 3: using conventions (spelling, grammar, punctuation) in a manner that does
not distract from clear communication

Sections in this Chapter

1 Parts of a News Report

2 The Inverted Pyramid Style

3 Steps to Writing a News Report
4 Writing News Reports

5 Finding an Earth-like Planet: The Key to
Humanity’s Future

6 Teens Banned from Using Tanning Beds
7 More Than 91% of Ontario Students Say

“Butt Out”: Why Teens Think Smoking is No
Longer Cool

Copyright 2014 Tree House Press Inc. Permission is granted to teachers to reproduce this lesson for use in their classroom only. @
If you like this lesson, consider purchasing the entire program from TREEHOUSEPRESS.COM. Have a question? Call 1-800-776-8733.



@ Think about how your test will be marked!

The written portion of your test will be marked by a person. The marker will use the rubric below to score your answers. “Code
60" is the best score. When you create your written answer think about what you should put into your writing to score at the
“Code 60 level.

OSSLT Topic Development Rubric for Writing a News Report

Code Descriptor g

Blank The pages are blank with nothing written or drawn in the space provided.

lllegible The response is illegible, or irelevant to the prompt.
Off-topic The response is off-topic.

The response is related to headline and/or photo but is not a news report.

OR

Code 10 The response is a news report related to the headline and/or pheto. It identifies
an event, but provides no supporting details, or provides details that are
unrelated to the event. There is no evidence of organization.

Poor

The response is related to headline and/or photo but only partly in the form of a
news report.

OR

Code 20 The response is a news report related to the headline and/or photo, but the
focus on an event is unclear or inconsistent.

There are insufficient supporting details: too few or repetitious. There is limited
evidence of organization.

The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear
focus on the event. There are insufficient and/or vague supporting details or the OK
Code 30 connection of the details to the event is not always clear.

There is evidence of organization, but lapses distract from the overall
communication.

The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear
and consistent focus on an event. There are sufficient supporting details,
however, only some are specific. The organization is mechanical and any lapses
do not distract from the overall communication.

Code 40

Good

The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear
and consistent focus on an event.

There are sufficient specific supporting details to develop the news report. The
organization is logical.

The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear
and consistent focus on an event.

Code 60 There are sufficient specific supporting details, which are thoughtfully chosen
to develop the news report. The organization is coherent demonstrating a
thoughtful progression of ideas.

Code 50

Excellent

OSSLT Use of Conventions Generic Rubric for Writing a News Report

Code Descriptor 4

There is insufficient evidence to assess the use of conventions. Poor
Code 10 OR
Errors in conventions interfere with communication.

Code 20 Errors in conventions distract from communication.

Code 30 Errors in conventions do not distract from communication.
Code 40 Control of conventions is evident in written work. Excellent

—k
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1 Parts of a News Report
by Patrick Lashmar

Headline (sums up report content)

Subheading (expands on headline)

Byline (name of writer)

Lead (introduces topic and catches reader
interest)

Frequent Use of Quotations (help

personalize a report and make it more

interesting)

Summary Statement ) =

Pickerel Bounce Back
Restocking Efforts Pay Dividends

Betha Baker STAFF REPORTER

If Beaver Lake anglers start reeling in more
pickerel, they will have the Tamworth Hunting
and Fishing Club to thank.

The decline of pickerel stocks in the lake became
evident as early as 2001. Lee German, club
president, noted, “During the 80s, I could bag my
limit of pickerel before lunch. By 2000, I knew
I’d be buying my fish at the supermarket.”

Joan Holmes, Chair of the club’s Bring ‘Em
Back Committee got the ball rolling. “I
approached my neighbour, Shelagh Tyler, to

see 1f we could use three ponds on her farm as a
hatchery. With Peggy Way from the Ministry of
Natural Resources on board, we hatched 120 000
minnows in 2004.”

Holmes boasted of “babying” the fingerlings
until they were large enough to release. When
the fish were 60 days old and 5cm in length, the
young fry were ready for the lake. The young
pickerel were transferred to large holding tanks
and transported by pick-up trucks to the release
points.

Compressed oxygen was pumped through the
tanks to ensure the minnows were frisky when
placed in Beaver Lake. The first truck full

of minnows was introduced 1n front of Joan
Holmes’ boathouse. Holmes remarked with a
hearty laugh, “Within two years I started eating
pickerel again.”
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2 The Inverted Pyramid Style

+ News reports are most frequently written in the
“inverted pyramid” style. The essential facts are
presented near the beginning of the report.

* Paragraphs are independent of one another, and
relatively complete in themselves.

\

Headline

/

N\

Lead

/

N\

Important Facts

N\

Important Facts

/

N\

Facts

/

N\

Facts /

Facts

~
3 Steps to Writing a News Report

1. Catch reader interest in the lead by creating
interesting “facts” answering the questions, who,
what, where, when, why and how.

2. Use quotations to make the report more
interesting, and to reveal the person’s point of view
on the subject; use non-connotative dialogue tags,
like “said” or “says” to maintain the impression of

4. Be sure your news report is consistent with the
headline and photo provided; an off-topic report will
result in a lower score.

5. Write in short, independent paragraphs of two to
three sentences each.

6. Write a news report, not another type of
assignment (such as a comic, speech, etc.);
changing the genre of the piece will cause it to be
considered “irrelevant,” and will result in a lower

4 Writing News Reports

In writing your news report, you should consider the
following:

* Examine each headline and the picture that follows
in order to find ideas for your news report

*  Use the W5 (who, what, when, where, why) and
how method for creating the content

*  Your report should consist of many short
paragraphs, rather than a few long ones

your objectivity. SCore. _ . . -
3. Include some facts to illustrate your topic. 7. Write your report in the third person (i.e., “he said
not I said”)
\
r

* Use transitional words and phrases to create
coherence in your report

«  Write in full sentences, using correct grammar,
spelling and punctuation
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5 Finding an Earth-like Planet: The Key to Humanity’s Future

Write a news report based on the headline and picture below. You will have to make up
Task: the facts and information answering some or all of the following questions: Who? What?
Where? When? Why? How?

FUIpDss; and to report on an event for the readers of a newspaper

Audience:
Topic: Finding an Earth-like Planet: The Key to Humanity's Future
Length: Thﬁ lined space provided for your written work indicates the approximate length of the
writing expected.
Finding an Earth-like Planet: The Key to Rough Notes

Humanity’s Future

Use the space below for rough notes.
Nothing you write in this space will be
scored. Review pages 82-83.

Write your report on the lines provided on the next page.
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Thank You for Using These Lessons with Your Students

Thank you for using these lessons with your students. Hopefully you found them very
useful. With these lessons, your students will have become familiar with genres, formats,
questioning techniques, rubrics, and procedures that mirror those on the OSSLT.

Consider Ordering the Complete Personal StudentBOOK

If you found these lessons helpful, imagine using an extensive collection of EQAO
preparation lessons across the school year. These free lessons are two of 28 found in our
Tree House Press Personal StudentBOOK titled The OSSLT Workbook (see below for the
link). These lessons provide students with all the test preparation and practice they need to
succeed on the OSSLT and cover all the competencies that are tested: Reading Information
Paragraphs, Reading News Reports, Reading Dialogue, Reading Real-life Narratives,
Reading Graphic Selections, Writing a Series of Paragraphs Expressing an Opinion, Writing
a News Report, Short Writing Tasks, and Multiple-choice Questions Testing Writing Skills.

Imagine having a copy of this resource for each of your students! Further, we invite you to
review Grammar Essentials, Grade Nine Academic Mathematics Workbook Revised, and
Writing 8. We encourage you to share this information with your Head of English, Principal,
and colleagues. These highly effective programs contain many of the benefits and features
you experienced using this free classroom lesson.

Contact Us

Tree House Press Inc. Web Site: TREEHOUSEPRESS.COM

9 Teresa Drive, Email: contact@treehousepress.com

Whitby, ON L1N 6H9 Canada Toll-free Phone Number: 1-800-776-8733
Fax Number: 905-574-0228
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Scan Me
For more information or to order this complete program, visit:

TREEHOUSEPRESS.COM/products/osslt-workbook
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