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Introduction
Thank you for downloading these two FREE, curriculum-based, pedagogically-sound, 
classroom lessons from Tree House Press. You are given permission to print and use these 
lessons for use in your classroom at no charge and you may make as many copies as you 
have students.

We are sometimes asked why we make these lessons available for free. The answer is 
simple: we believe that you and your students will find these powerful lessons to be both 
useful and enjoyable. These lessons are a small part of a larger, complete classroom 
program. We are confident that you and your students will enjoy using the lessons and they 
will prove to be useful teaching tools. 
 
If you do find these free OSSLT reading and writing lessons to be useful, we hope you will 
consider purchasing the complete program which is reasonably priced and available from 
TREEHOUSEPRESS.COM.

About These Lessons
The Reading Lesson: Reading Information Paragraphs

Questions in the reading lesson are intended to assess the reading skills the EQAO 
considers essential both in school and in everyday life:

• Understanding explicitly stated ideas and information
• Understanding implicitly stated ideas and information
• Making connections between ideas and information in a reading selection and personal 

knowledge and experience

The reading selection is followed by a series of EQAO-like, Multiple-choice questions based 
on the passage. In the Multiple-choice section of the questions for the reading selection, 
students are required to select the best or most correct answer of the four choices provided.

The information paragraph selection is also followed by two Open-response questions. The 
Open-response questions must be answered in full sentences, and should take the form of a 
paragraph which fills the six lines provided.

The Writing Lesson: Writing a News Report

The writing lesson is intended to assess the three writing skills that EQAO considers 
essential both in school and in everyday life:

• Developing a main idea with sufficient supporting details
• Organizing information and ideas in a coherent manner
• Using conventions (spelling, grammar, and punctuation) in a manner that does not 

distract from clear communication



Features of This Lesson

Feel free to make student copies of the following lesson for use in your classroom. 3

Before they begin the lesson, 
students are invited to become 
familiar with the actual OSSLT 
Rubric that is used to assess the 
Reading Information Paragraph 
section on the actual test.

The three core reading skills 
being tested in this lesson are 
identical to those tested on the 
OSSLT.



Features of This Lesson

Feel free to make student copies of the following lesson for use in your classroom. 4

Motivating, additional, related 
reading extends the Reading 
Information Paragraph selection.

A grade appropriate and 
engaging reading selection is 
presented that mirrors the length 
of the selections on the test.

Directions to guide the reading 
that are identical to those on the 
test are given to the student.



Features of This Lesson

Feel free to make student copies of the following lesson for use in your classroom. 5

The correct form for responding 
to the multiple-choice questions 
that is expected on the actual 
test is outlined.

Short Answer Response 
questions are presented that 
replicate, in format and skill 
expectation, the OSSLT test 
questions.

Multiple-choice questions are 
presented that mirror, in format 
and skill expectation, the OSSLT 
test questions .

Directions to guide the writing 
are identical to those on the 
actual test.



Features of This Lesson

Feel free to make student copies of the following lesson for use in your classroom. 6

The 3 core writing skills being 
tested in this lesson are identical 
to those tested on the OSSLT.

Students become familiar with 
the OSSLT Rubric that is used to 
assess the Write a News Report 
portion of the OSSLT.



Features of This Lesson

Feel free to make student copies of the following lesson for use in your classroom. 7

An appropriate sample News 
Report is provided for study 
along with specific details 
outlining the parts of a News 
Report.

More prewriting information is 
studied to continue preparing the 
students for success when they 
write their own report.



Features of This Lesson

Feel free to make student copies of the following lesson for use in your classroom. 8

A motivating writing prompt is 
presented using the identical 
format that is found on the 
OSSLT.

The space that is provided to 
write the news report is of the 
same length as that expected on 
the test.
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Thank You for Using These Lessons with Your Students
Thank you for using these lessons with your students. Hopefully you found them very 
useful. With these lessons, your students will have become familiar with genres, formats, 
questioning techniques, rubrics, and procedures that mirror those on the OSSLT.

Consider Ordering the Complete Personal StudentBOOK
If you found these lessons helpful, imagine using an extensive collection of EQAO 
preparation lessons across the school year. These free lessons are two of 28 found in our 
Tree House Press Personal StudentBOOK titled The OSSLT Workbook (see below for the 
link). These lessons provide students with all the test preparation and practice they need to 
succeed on the OSSLT and cover all the competencies that are tested: Reading Information 
Paragraphs, Reading News Reports, Reading Dialogue, Reading Real-life Narratives, 
Reading Graphic Selections, Writing a Series of Paragraphs Expressing an Opinion, Writing 
a News Report, Short Writing Tasks, and Multiple-choice Questions Testing Writing Skills.

Imagine having a copy of this resource for each of your students! Further, we invite you to 
review Grammar Essentials, Grade Nine Academic Mathematics Workbook Revised, and 
Writing 8. We encourage you to share this information with your Head of English, Principal, 
and colleagues. These highly effective programs contain many of the benefits and features 
you experienced using this free classroom lesson.

Contact Us
Tree House Press Inc.
9 Teresa Drive,  
Whitby, ON L1N 6H9 Canada

Web Site: TREEHOUSEPRESS.COM
Email: contact@treehousepress.com
Toll-free Phone Number: 1-800-776-8733
Fax Number: 905-574-0228

For more information or to order this complete program, visit:

TREEHOUSEPRESS.COM/products/osslt-workbook
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