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Introduction
Thank you for downloading this FREE, curriculum-based, pedagogically-sound, classroom 
lesson from Tree House Press. You are given permission to print and use this lesson for use 
in your classroom at no charge and you may make as many copies as you have students.

We are sometimes asked why we make these lessons available for free. The answer is 
simple: we believe that you and your students will find these powerful lessons to be both 
useful and enjoyable. This lesson is a small part of a larger, complete classroom program. 
We are confident that you and your students will enjoy using this lesson and it will prove to 
be a useful teaching tool. 
 
If you do find this free integrated word study lesson to be a useful resource, we hope you will 
consider purchasing the complete program which is reasonably priced and available from 
TREEHOUSEPRESS.COM.

About This Lesson
This integrated word study lesson is a practical support to any literacy program. It is theme-
based, pattern-based, and strategy-based. The lesson begins with a motivating reading 
selection featuring a crew of dynamic characters living a marvellous adventure. Thematic 
and pattern-based reading and writing words are learned in the context of the selection 
and illustration. Practical word study strategies assist students in learning to read and write 
new words. A balanced variety of strategies are used to explore word meanings to build 
ever-expanding reading and writing vocabularies. Motivating word pattern strategies guide 
students in enhancing their vocabulary and spelling development. Students can engage 
in word study talks with partners to compare, share, and explain their ideas. The readable 
structured text and strategies ensure success for all students. Finally, the lesson engages 
students in journal writing using their newly mastered vocabulary in a meaningful context.
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monster 
witch 
alien 
trick 
treat 
spooky 
masks 
Halloween 
 

 
frightful 
spiteful 
careful 
equipment 
pavement 
amazement 
ailment 

 
Study Plan  After the pretest, work with a partner. Look at any words you misspelled 
(if any.) Study together to learn these. Test each other until you both know all the 
words.  
 

Understanding Words 
 
1. Read this story about Halloween.   
 
 It was a dark and spooky night. It was Halloween. Sean, Andrew, and Mario 

were excited to go trick or treating together. Sean was dressed as a green, 
scaly monster. It was hard to tell what Andrew was, but he said he was an 
alien. Mario was a superhero. 

 
 An ugly witch and a hairy beast started to follow the boys. When the scary 

creatures got close, they lifted their masks. The boys recognized Amanda 
and Sara. The five friends went up the walk to Dr. Edward’s house. What 
treat would they get this year? The heavy wooden door creaked open and a 
skeleton’s arm shot out at them. There was eerie music and screams coming 
from inside. It seemed like the doctor was having just as much fun as the 
kids. 

 
 Read the story again and circle all the list words you can find. 
 
 

 

One Spooky Night 
suffixes: ful, ment  
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Thematic and pattern-based 
reading and writing words are 
learned in the context of the 
reading selection and illustration.

Practical 
word study 
strategies 
assist 
students in 
learning to 
read and write 
new words.

A full-colour 
illustration 
displays the 
list words in 
a meaningful 
context and 
enhances 
the reading 
selection.

A motivating 
reading 
selection uses 
the list words 
in meaningful 
contexts 
and features 
a crew of 
dynamic 
characters 
living a 
marvellous 
adventure.
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2. Using your finger like a pencil, write each list word on your desk or table. 
 
3. Many words have more than one meaning. For each of these list words, 

write two meanings. Use a dictionary if you want. 
 

a. masks 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________  
 
b. treat 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
4. Complete each of these pair puzzles. 
 

a. Presents are to Christmas as candies are to  _______________ 
  
b. Earth is to human as outer space is to   _______________ 
 
c. Horse is to cowboy as broomstick is to   _______________ 

 
d. Socks are to feet as _______________ are to faces. 

  
5. This is a code a spy might use. Notice how it works. 
 

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z 
| | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | 
B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z A 

 
 On the lines provided, choose four list words and write them out using this 
 code. 
 

_____________ _____________ _____________ _____________ 
 
 Work with a partner. Try to solve each other’s code words. 
 
 

A balanced 
variety of 
strategies 
are used to 
explore word 
meanings to 
build ever-
expanding 
reading 
and writing 
vocabularies.

The lesson invites students 
to “Come-along” and identify 
with the characters and the 
adventures.
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Understanding Word Families 
 
1. Read these list words with the suffixes ful and ment. 
 
 frightful spiteful careful equipment  pavement  
 
     amazement ailment 
 
 Circle the list words with the suffix ful.   

Box the list words with the suffix ment. 
 
2. Sometimes suffixes like ful and ment are added to the end of words to 

change the meaning.  For example, the suffix ful means full of, so to be 
frightful means to be full of fright. Write the meaning of the two words 
below. 

 
a. spiteful ______________________________________________ 
  
b. careful ______________________________________________ 

 
 
3. When you take away a suffix, you are left with the base or root word.   

e.g. pavement  The suffix is ment and the root of the word is pave.   
Write the list word for each root word below. 

 
a. amaze  _______________
 
b. ail   _______________

c. equip  _______________
 
d. fright  _______________

4. The suffix ment is used to form a noun from a verb and it has several 
meanings as in the "state of being.”  
For example, enjoyment is a state of enjoying.  
 
Write a meaning for these two list words. 

 
a. amazement ______________________________________________ 
  
b. ailment  ______________________________________________ 

Motivating 
word pattern 
strategies 
guide 
students in 
enhancing 
their 
vocabulary 
and spelling 
development.

Students frequently engage in 
word study talks with partners to 
compare, share, and explain their 
ideas.

Readable 
structured text 
and strategies 
ensure 
success for all 
students.

This lesson is loads of fun for 
boys as well as girls.
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5. Find the two list words that match the meanings below. 
 
a. the material you need or use to complete a task _______________ 
  
b. a kind of sickness  _______________ 

 
6. Use five of the list words to label things in the Halloween pictures in this unit. 

 
 

 
 
 
Choose one of the ful words from the box above and use it in a sentence. 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
Journal Writing 
 
Think about one of your 
own Halloween 
adventures. It might 
have been out trick or 
treating. Perhaps your 
family took you through 
a Halloween haunted 
house. Use as many 
list words as you can in 
your writing. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Did You Know? 
When you add full to a word, drop one l.  
e.g.  painful    grateful helpful  hopeful 

Finally, an exciting journal writing lesson that connects with the reading selection and 
illustration guides students in responding personally and extending the reading while using 
their newly mastered words in meaningful contexts.



Copyright 2014 Tree House Press Inc. Permission is granted to teachers to reproduce this lesson for use in their classroom only.
If you like this lesson, consider purchasing the entire program from TREEHOUSEPRESS.COM. Have a question? Call 1-800-776-8733.

7

© 2009 Tree House Press Inc. It is unlawful to reproduce this page. 30  

 
monster 
witch 
alien 
trick 
treat 
spooky 
masks 
Halloween 
 

 
frightful 
spiteful 
careful 
equipment 
pavement 
amazement 
ailment 

 
Study Plan  After the pretest, work with a partner. Look at any words you misspelled 
(if any.) Study together to learn these. Test each other until you both know all the 
words.  
 

Understanding Words 
 
1. Read this story about Halloween.   
 
 It was a dark and spooky night. It was Halloween. Sean, Andrew, and Mario 

were excited to go trick or treating together. Sean was dressed as a green, 
scaly monster. It was hard to tell what Andrew was, but he said he was an 
alien. Mario was a superhero. 

 
 An ugly witch and a hairy beast started to follow the boys. When the scary 

creatures got close, they lifted their masks. The boys recognized Amanda 
and Sara. The five friends went up the walk to Dr. Edward’s house. What 
treat would they get this year? The heavy wooden door creaked open and a 
skeleton’s arm shot out at them. There was eerie music and screams coming 
from inside. It seemed like the doctor was having just as much fun as the 
kids. 

 
 Read the story again and circle all the list words you can find. 
 
 

 

One Spooky Night 
suffixes: ful, ment  

 
8 



Copyright 2014 Tree House Press Inc. Permission is granted to teachers to reproduce this lesson for use in their classroom only.
If you like this lesson, consider purchasing the entire program from TREEHOUSEPRESS.COM. Have a question? Call 1-800-776-8733.

8

© 2009 Tree House Press Inc. It is unlawful to reproduce this page. 31 

 
2. Using your finger like a pencil, write each list word on your desk or table. 
 
3. Many words have more than one meaning. For each of these list words, 

write two meanings. Use a dictionary if you want. 
 

a. masks 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________  
 
b. treat 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
4. Complete each of these pair puzzles. 
 

a. Presents are to Christmas as candies are to  _______________ 
  
b. Earth is to human as outer space is to   _______________ 
 
c. Horse is to cowboy as broomstick is to   _______________ 

 
d. Socks are to feet as _______________ are to faces. 

  
5. This is a code a spy might use. Notice how it works. 
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Understanding Word Families 
 
1. Read these list words with the suffixes ful and ment. 
 
 frightful spiteful careful equipment  pavement  
 
     amazement ailment 
 
 Circle the list words with the suffix ful.   

Box the list words with the suffix ment. 
 
2. Sometimes suffixes like ful and ment are added to the end of words to 

change the meaning.  For example, the suffix ful means full of, so to be 
frightful means to be full of fright. Write the meaning of the two words 
below. 

 
a. spiteful ______________________________________________ 
  
b. careful ______________________________________________ 

 
 
3. When you take away a suffix, you are left with the base or root word.   

e.g. pavement  The suffix is ment and the root of the word is pave.   
Write the list word for each root word below. 

 
a. amaze  _______________
 
b. ail   _______________

c. equip  _______________
 
d. fright  _______________

4. The suffix ment is used to form a noun from a verb and it has several 
meanings as in the "state of being.”  
For example, enjoyment is a state of enjoying.  
 
Write a meaning for these two list words. 

 
a. amazement ______________________________________________ 
  
b. ailment  ______________________________________________ 
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5. Find the two list words that match the meanings below. 
 
a. the material you need or use to complete a task _______________ 
  
b. a kind of sickness  _______________ 

 
6. Use five of the list words to label things in the Halloween pictures in this unit. 

 
 

 
 
 
Choose one of the ful words from the box above and use it in a sentence. 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
Journal Writing 
 
Think about one of your 
own Halloween 
adventures. It might 
have been out trick or 
treating. Perhaps your 
family took you through 
a Halloween haunted 
house. Use as many 
list words as you can in 
your writing. 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Did You Know? 
When you add full to a word, drop one l.  
e.g.  painful    grateful helpful  hopeful 
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Thank You for Using This Lesson with Your Class
Thank you for using this lesson with your class. Hopefully you found it very useful. With this 
lesson, your students should have read and responded to an illustrated story chronicling 
one adventure featuring a dynamic team of characters. Thematic and pattern-based reading 
and writing words will have been learned in the context of the selection and illustration. The 
students will have used a balanced variety of strategies to explore word meanings and word 
patterns. Finally, they will have used these new words to engage in journal writing.

Consider Ordering the Complete Personal StudentBOOK
If you found this lesson helpful, imagine using an extensive collection of integrated word 
study lessons across the school year. This free lesson is one of 34 found in our Tree House 
Press Personal StudentBOOK titled Canadian Word Study E (see below for the link). 
Imagine having a class set of this resource! Further, we invite you to review our Reading 
Program and our Writing Program. We encourage you to share this information with your 
principal and colleagues. These highly effective programs contain many of the benefits and 
features you experienced using this free classroom lesson.

Contact Us
Tree House Press Inc.
195 Allstate Parkway
Markham, ON L3R 4T8 Canada

Web Site: TREEHOUSEPRESS.COM
Email: contact@treehousepress.com
Toll-free Phone Number: 1-800-776-8733
Fax Number: 905-574-0228

For more information or to order this complete program, visit:

TREEHOUSEPRESS.COM/products/canadian-word-study-e
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