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Winery Name Wine Name Region 100 pts 
5 

Stars 
 

Elephant Hill Chardonnay 2012 Hawke's Bay 91 4.5 
It's expressive and generous on the nose displaying yellow peach, tropical fruit, citrus and vanillin oak 
aromas. The palate is powerful and flavoursome with excellent mid palate weight and texture, leading to a 
lingering finish. The wine is expansive, superbly structured by firm acidity. At its best: now to 2017. $29.00. 
Feb 2014. 
 

Elephant Hill Reserve Chardonnay 2012 Hawke's Bay 94 5 
This is a multi-layered, beautifully complex chardonnay exhibiting stone fruit, grapefruit, oatmeal and cedary 
oak aromas on the nose followed by a concentrated palate that's powerful and refined at the same time. The 
wine shows impressive fruit intensity, beautifully framed by firm acidity providing excellent length. At its 
best: now to 2020. $45.00. www.elephanthill.co.nz. Feb 2014. 
 

Elephant Hill Sauvignon Blanc 2013 Hawke's Bay 87 4 
Crisp and lively, this pristine sauvignon is nicely fragrant on the nose showing lime zest, feijoa and elegant 
herbaceous aromas. The palate is juicy and refreshing with appealing fruit intensity, leading to a lingering 
finish. At its best: now to 2016. $22.00. www.elephanthill.co.nz. Feb 2014. 
 

Elephant Hill Le Phant 2012 Hawke's Bay 91 4.5 
It's ripe and fragrant on the nose displaying cassis, blueberry, floral and nutty characters. The palate is 
succulent and rounded with silky texture, beautifully framed by fine, chalky tannins. The wine is fruit-
expressive and delightful to drink already. A blend of merlot, malbec and cabernet franc from their vineyards 
in the Gimblett Gravels and the Bridge Pa Triangle districts. At its best: now to 2018. $24.00. 
www.elephanthill.co.nz. Feb 2014. 
 

Elephant Hill Syrah 2012 Hawke's Bay 93 5 
The perfumed bouquet is ripe and pristine displaying blueberry, dark plum, floral and subtle spicy oak 
characters. It's focused and richly flavoured with excellent mid palate weight and silky texture. The wine 
shows wonderful fruit intensity within a perfect frame of fine tannins and balanced acidity. At its best: now to 
2020. $34.00. Feb 2014. 
 

Elephant Hill Reserve Syrah 2012 Hawke's Bay 94 5 
Deeply coloured and impressively fruited, this fabulous syrah is packed with blackberry and dark plum 
characters with subtle vanilla, cedary oak notes on the nose. The palate is concentrated and powerful, backed 
by rich texture and supple tannins. It's fleshy and generous, yet firmly structured for graceful development. 
At its best: 2015 to 2022. $49.00. Feb 2014. 
 

 
Ratings 

5 Stars 100 pts  

5 96 - 100 Exceptional quality exhibiting highest level of concentration and complexity. 

5 93 – 95 Outstanding quality showing varietal purity and exemplifying regional type. 

4.5 89 - 92 Excellent quality showing high level of concentration and balance. 

4 85 - 88 Very good quality displaying attractive flavours and good balance. 

3.5 81 - 84 Good quality, easy drinking with straightforward flavours. 

 


