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Winery Name Wine Name Region 100 pts 
5 

Stars 
 

Elephant Hill  Chardonnay 2010 Hawke's Bay 93 5 
It's beautifully fragrant on the nose, showing yellow peach, mango and vanillin oak characters. The palate is 
full and generously flavoured with rich texture and superb mid palate weight, leading to a lingering creamy 
finish. Well balanced and very impressive. At its best: now to 2015. $29.00. Widely available. 13.5% Screw 
cap. www.elephanthill.co.nz. May 2012. 
 

Elephant Hill  Merlot 2009 Hawke's Bay 91 4.5 
It's elegantly expressed on the nose showing red/black plum, game and floral characters with a hint of spicy 
oak notes. The palate is ripe and beautifully weighted with fine texture and supple tannins. It's harmonious 
and balanced with excellent persistency. At its best: now to 2017. $24.00. Widely available. 13.5% Screw 
cap. www.elephanthill.co.nz. May 2012. 
 

Elephant Hill  Gewürztraminer 2011 Hawke's Bay 90 4.5 
It's gorgeously perfumed on the nose displaying floral, mango, lychee and subtle spice notes. The palate is 
succulent and super-smooth with excellent mid palate weight and beautifully balanced acidity, finishing long 
and expansive. It's luscious yet refreshing. At its best: now to 2015. $29.00. Moderate availability. 14% 
Screw cap. June 2012. 
 

Elephant Hill  Reserve Sauvignon Blanc 2010 Hawke's Bay 91 4.5 
Grapes were hand picked and whole bunch pressed, then fermented at cool temperatures. The finished wine 
was matured on fine lees in barrels for six month with regular lees stirring, resulting in a lovely infusion of 
delicate oak characters combined with fine texture. The bouquet is gentle and complex displaying grapefruit, 
dried herb and hints cashew and lime zest characters. It's focused and taut on the palate with fine texture 
and beautifully pitched acidity providing a lingering crisp finish. A stylish sauvignon with excellent persistency 
and mouthfeel. At its best: now to 2016. $29.00. Widely available. 13.5% Screw cap. www.elephanthill.co.nz. 
June 2012. 
 

Elephant Hill  Reserve Syrah 2009 Hawke's Bay 94 5 
The bouquet is youthful and beautifully perfumed, displaying dark plum, blueberry, floral and subtle spicy oak 
characters. It's concentrated and richly textured on the palate with superb fruit intensity and loads of 
polished tannins. A powerful syrah, although not heavy, showing great potential to develop stunning 
complexity. At its best: 2013 to 2020. $49.00. Limited availability. 13.5% Natural cork. 
www.elephanthill.co.nz. May 2012. 
 

Elephant Hill  Syrah 2010 Hawke's Bay 93 5 
This is a youthful charmer. It's ripe and fragrant on the nose displaying red/black plum, blueberry, floral and 
subtle spice notes. The palate is concentrated and succulent with excellent fruit weight and velvety texture, 
leading to a beautifully fine, lengthy finish. Tannins are supple but enough to provide lovely frame this 
gorgeous syrah. At its best: 2013 to 2018. $34.00. Moderate availability. 14% Screw cap. 
www.elephanthill.co.nz. May 2012. 
 

Elephant Hill  Airavata Syrah 2009 Hawke's Bay 95-97 5 
This is a rare gem. A portion of the ferment (20%) included whole clusters and a small amount of viognier 
(1.5%). The finished wine was matured in Burgundy barrels for 20 months. A wine of considerable presence, 
the bouquet displays complex aromas of dark plum, blueberry, game, cedar and spice. The palate is 
concentrated and voluptuous, yet not cloying, with velvety texture and plenty of polished tannins. The wine is 
seamless and multi-layered, and destined to evolve gradually and graciously. An exquisitely refined rendition 
of the variety. At its best: 2015 to 2025. $90.00. Limited availability. 13.5% Natural cork. June 2012. 
 

 
Ratings 

5 Stars 100 pts  

5 96 - 100 Exceptional quality exhibiting highest level of concentration and complexity. 

5 93 – 95 Outstanding quality showing varietal purity and exemplifying regional type. 

4.5 89 - 92 Excellent quality showing high level of concentration and balance. 

4 85 - 88 Very good quality displaying attractive flavours and good balance. 

3.5 81 - 84 Good quality, easy drinking with straightforward flavours. 

Not all wines tasted by Wine Orbit are published including those rated below 3 stars. 

 


