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2017 Elephant Hill Hieronymus

Established in 2003, Elephant Hill is located within a stone’s 
throw of the Pacific Ocean on the idyllic Te Awanga coast of 
Hawke’s Bay on New Zealand’s North Island. 
The Icons are the pinnacle of Elephant Hill’s winemaking 
philosophy. This wine pays homage to a famous ancestor of 
the Weiss family, Hieronymus Ebner von Eschenbach, Lord 
Mayor of Nuremberg 1514- 1524.

Vintage Overview

Hawke’s Bay enjoyed a hot and dry summer (prior to a 
cool, wet autumn) which allowed Cabernet Sauvignon and 
Cabernet Franc to achieve great flavour and ripeness. 
Cabernet Sauvignon performed particularly well in this 
vintage with very low crops and it enabled us to produce our 
top cuvee.

Winemaking

2017 Hieronymus is composed of 67% of Cabernet 
Sauvignon, 17% Cabernet Franc, 11% Merlot and 5 % Malbec 
from our Gimblett and Bridge Pa Triangle vineyards. All 
the fruit were hand-picked, sorted in vineyard then sorted 
twice in the winery with optical machine and manual sorting 
tables. There were three different hand picks from late March 
to early April. Merlot and Malbec were co-fermented and the 
remaining batches were fermented separately in a selection 
of Bordeaux Cooperages then drained to barrel without 
pressing. The wine spent 25 months in barrels (50% new) and 
additional 6 months in tank. This wine was not fined prior to 
bottling on 13th November 2019.

Tasting Note

Review

“This magnificent Bordeaux blend shows pristine fruit 
aromas of cassis and Black Doris plum together with cedar, 
tobacco and olive nuances on the nose. The palate delivers 
outstanding concentration and intensity, wonderfully 
complemented by fine texture and chalky tannins, 
providing both structure and exquisite refinement.” 
-Sam Kim, Wine Orbit, 96 points

Technical Data

Vineyard
89% Gimblett Gravels 
11% Bridge Pa Triangle 
Harvest:  
Merlot & Malbec - 25/03/2017 
Cabernet & Cabernet Franc - 
01/04/2017 - 03/04/2017 
Vine age: average 10 years

Alcohol Content: 13.5% 
Residual Sugar: <1 g/L 
Cellar: up to 2039 
Production: 1800 bottles

Wine

The 2017 Hieronymus is a rich and complex wine with 
underlying power and length. It is layered with black berry 
fruit, plum, dark chocolate and toasted oak component. It is 
bold, full-bodied and firm with great acidity. This wine will 
improve and age well for many years.


