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2017 Elephant Hill Airavata

Established in 2003, Elephant Hill is located within a stone’s 
throw of the Pacific Ocean on the idyllic Te Awanga coast of 
Hawke’s Bay on New Zealand’s North Island. 
The Icons are the pinnacle of Elephant Hill’s winemaking 
philosophy. Airavata means the king-god of Elephants  
in Hindu.

Vintage Overview

The 2016/17 growing season was marked by a sharp change 
of fortunes towards the end of summer by a sudden increase 
in rainfall throughout February to April and crop losses. Our 
hand-picking regime has to be incredibly thorough, ensuring 
only the best grapes are picked. Our Icon, Reserve and single 
vineyard blocks receive the most attention and are cropped 
the lowest, so in a bad year they will often survive better than 
other blocks which are less of a priority.

Winemaking

The wine is made with Syrah from our Gimblett Gravels 
vineyard (Mass Selection). There were two hand-picks across 
two blocks in Gimblett vineyard. The fruit was cold-soaked 
for four days and fermented with cultured yeast, delestage 
twice daily until 10 brix then sealed with gentle cap-wetting 
once daily. The warm fermentations were hand plunged and 
took 14 to 21 days before being drained and then vinified 
in 52% new French oak with the remainder in older barrels. 
No pressings went into the wine. The wine then spent 24 
months in oak with no racking of the barrels and 1 months in 
stainless steel tank. It was bottled with very minimal filtration 
and no fining. The wine was bottled on 27th March 2019.

Tasting Note

Review

-Drinks Business The Global 
Syrah Masters 2019, Silver Medal
-Andrew Caillard MW, 97 pts
-Cameron Douglas MS, 96 pts
-Rebecca Gibb MW, 91 pts
-Sam Kim, 96 pts
-Huon Hooke, 93 pts

Technical Data

Vineyard
100% Gimblett Gravels 
Harvest: 26/03/2017- 02/04/2017 
Vine age: average 10 years

Clone
Mass Selection, 470

Alcohol Content: 13.6% 
Residual Sugar: <1 g/L 
Dry Extract: 29.6 g/L 
TA: 5.0 g/L 
Cellar: up to 2039 
Production: 265 cases

Wine

-Jancis Robinson, 16.5 pts
-RobertParker.com ( Joe 
Czerwinski), 93 pts

The 2017 Airavata is elegantly concentrated with complex 
aromas of ripe black berry fruit with dark savoury herbs, 
liquorice and spice. The palate is elegant and in proportion 
and refined with dark fruit, oak, liquorice and minerality. 
With great depth and complexity, this wine will improve and 
age well for many years.


