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2016 Elephant Hill Salomé

Established in 2003, Elephant Hill is located within a stone’s 
throw of the Pacific Ocean on the idyllic Te Awanga coast of 
Hawke’s Bay on New Zealand’s North Island. 
The Icons are the pinnacle of Elephant Hill’s winemaking 
philosophy.  Salomé Chardonnay is named after a famous 
ancestor of the Weiss family. Maria Salomé Ebner von 
Eschenbach. She was married to Carl Wilhelm Ebner in  
1717, who was the Castellan of City of Gostenhof close  
to Nurenberg. 

Vintage Overview

Winemaking
 A small amount of Clone 809 gave a lovely clean Muscat 
flavour with a subtle floral note. It was barrel fermented 
and aged in one-third new French oak for a full 12 months 
with some lees stirring. 20% went through malolactic 
fermentation.

Tasting Note

Review

“Medium-full bodied the palate has sweetly rich and luscious 
fruit, expressed with style and subtlety, unfolding layers 
of citrus and stonefruit and nutty, creamy oak. This has 
subtle power – the proverbial ‘iron fist in a velvet glove’. The 
sumptuousness is held to counterpoint and poise by very 
fine acidity. This captures beauty and finesse with clarity 
and there is absolutely no funky flintiness. Seamless in flow 
and an expression of sheer finesse. ” -Raymond Chan Wine 
Reviews, 19.5+ points 

Technical Data

Vineyard
83% Te Awanga 
17% Bridge Pa Trianlge 
Harvest: late March 2016 

Alcohol Content: 13.9% 
Residual Sugar: 1.7 g/L 
TA: 7.1 g/L 
Cellar: up to 2030 
Production: 150 cases

Wine

The 2016 Salomé displays lovely grilled stonefruits, pineapple 
and citrus characters with subtle, nutty, cream aromas. It 
is truly balanced and well-structured with exceptional fruit 
purity, concentration and complexity. 

Climatically, 2016 was a cooler vintage and the picking 
for Salomé Chardonnay began in late March. This allowed 
the fruit to experience a long and gentle ripening period. 
Majority of the grapes came from our Te Awanga vineyard 
with a small amount from ‘Ginkgo’ block of our Bridge Pa 
Triangle vineyard. 


