
86 Clifton Road, Te Awanga, 
Hawke’s Bay, New Zealand 
www.elephanthill.co.nz 

info@elephanthill.co.nz 
+64 6 873 0400

2015 Elephant Hill Hieronymus

Established in 2003, Elephant Hill is located within a stone’s 
throw of the Pacific Ocean on the idyllic Te Awanga coast of 
Hawke’s Bay on New Zealand’s North Island. 
The Icons are the pinnacle of Elephant Hill’s winemaking 
philosophy. This wine pays homage to a famous ancestor of 
the Weiss family, Hieronymus Ebner von Eschenbach, Lord 
Mayor of Nuremberg 1514- 1524.

Vintage Overview

The early stages of vintage were dry and warm, however a 
cooler spell arrived in the second week of March causing 
ripening to slow down significantly that allowed for a longer 
hang time. Yields were naturally low across all three sites due 
to the dry seasons from the previous two years. Regarded as 
a classical vintage for the Hawke’s Bay.  

Winemaking

Hieronymus is composed of 41% of Cabernet Sauvignon, 
22% Merlot, 17% Cabernet Franc, 12 % Malbec and 
8%Tempranillo from our Gimblett and Bridge Pa Triangle 
vineyards. It represents the pinnacle of our Hawke’s Bay 
red blends. There were three different hand picks in April. 
Batches were fermented separately in oak open top cuves 
and then drained to barrel without pressing. The elevage 
for this wine was 26 months in 50% new French oak from a 
select number of coopers. This wine was not fined prior to 
bottling on 15th February 2018.

Tasting Note

Review

“A blend of cabernet sauvignon, merlot, cabernet franc, 
malbec and tempranillo. Big, dense red with concentration 
and power. Layers of berry, dried fruits, spice, cedar and 
a suggestion of floral characters. A very complex wine 
with a higher level of dry extract (a measure of flavour 
concentration) than any wine previously made at Elephant 
Hill”-Bob Campbell MW, 97 points

Technical Data

Vineyard
58% Bridge Pa Triangle 
42% Gimblett Gravels 
Harvest: 01-15/04/2015

Alcohol Content: 14.4% 
Residual Sugar: <1 g/L 
Dry Extract: 32.1 g/L 
TA: 5.2 g/L 
Cellar: up to 2035 
Production: 280 cases

Wine

It is rich, ripe and unctuous, a balanced wine with 
underlying power and length. It is layered and complex, 
showing characters of plum, blackcurrant and mocha. The 
oak, tannins and acidity combine to give a structure that 
compliments the fruit and will allow this to improve many 
years to come.


