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Project Location:

Rothbury, MI

Application:

Steel Foundry

Project Type:

Replacement

Number of Fixtures:

109

340w, 6-Engine Helios Olympia 
High-Output LED

Case Study:
Barber Steel Foundry

THE FOUNDRY

The Barber Steel Foundry in Rothbury, Michigan 
was in desperate need of new lighting throughout 
its facility. Existing lights were burning out 
daily and required an incredible amount of 
maintenance. In addition, the fixtures weren’t 
very energy efficient, making them very costly to 
operate.

However, the foundry knew a lighting upgrade 
wouldn’t be without its challenges. The extreme 
temperatures and high levels of dirt and dust 
throughout the facility often caused lights to 
overheat. To further complicate the situation, all 
of the new fixtures needed to be both DLC and 
ETL certified in order to be installed. 

After completing several unsuccessful trials 
with different brands of LED light fixtures, the 
Barber Steel Foundry operations team turned to 
Wisconsin Lighting Lab to find a custom lighting 
solution. The team at WiLL was up to the challenge 
and began developing a new light fixture that 
would endure the foundry environment.

THE WILL SOLUTION

To help solve the unique problem that Barber 
Steel Foundry presented, Wisconsin Lighting 
Lab’s engineering, sales, and production teams 
came together to find a solution. The result? A 
new LED lighting product designed specifically 
with foundries in mind – the Helios Olympia. The 
Helios not only produced the bright and even light 
needed to maintain a safe workspace, but it was 
also durable enough to withstand the rigors of the 
foundry. 

This new fixture features a sealed light engine and 
DustPassThru technology, which help prevent 
the build-up of dust, dirt, and debris. In addition, 
the Helios offers a high ambient heat transfer, 
enabling it to operate within the foundry’s extreme 
temperatures. The fixture’s medical-grade silicon 
optics are resistant to discoloration and provide 
clean and consistent light throughout the entire 
facility. 

Upon its completion, the Helios Olympia was 
put to the ultimate test as it was installed in the 
Barber Steel Foundry. After 365 days of round-
the-clock operation, the team at the foundry came 
to a conclusion – the 340w, 6-engine Helios was 
more than tough enough. Over the next several 
months, the foundry continued to replace existing 
fixtures with the Helios until the entire operation 
featured the new LED light. Since its inception, the 
Helios Olympia has continued to be installed in 
foundries and manufacturing operations across 
the country. 
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