JESEAAN

November-December 1994

Calebrating GHQ's Twenty Slx Years of Modeling Excellence

INEW RELEASES!

FRT Char B-1 his

N110 LAV Recovery

W111 Masg
Avanger

Photographs

necessarily to scale

appearing Iin Tac News are not

N112 VAB VCI 4x4

G129 SdKifz 251 V21

UK50 Daimler Dingo Scout Car

GWES “M" Class DD

erman armored divisions took a
tremendous beating during the
heavy fighting of 1943. For

various reasons, these losses were
not made good. To compensate for
their lack of tank strength, the
Germans introduced more powerful
weaponry, new equipment, and

innovative tactics. These factors,
combined with strategic reality, forced
a fundamental reorganization of the
Wehrmacht on Sept 21, 1943,

The 19243 reorganization particularly
impacted the mechanized Infantry.
The “traditional” blitzkrieg role of
armored infantry was the close-
support of tanks. But, as the war
ground on, ammored panzergrenadiers
were frequently used in place of tanks

1943 PANZERGRENADIER BATTALION (ARMORED)

simply because they were the only
mobile forces on hand. Thin-skinned
halftracks stood little chance against
heavy tanks and the panzergrenadiers
suffered horrible losses. To give
mechanized infantry a chance, the
Germans considerably beefed-up its
firepower. Close support heavy
weapons, such as short-barrelied
75mm howitzers, were installed on
halftracks and disfributed down to the
company level. (A concept abandoned
by the Americans early in 1243)

The 1943 Panzergrenadier Battalion
(Armored) consisted of a head-
quarters detachment, three armored
infantry companies, and a heavy

company. Each of these units, save
the headquarters detachment, had
encugh organic firepower to allow
limited periods of independent action,
This self-sufficiency was particularly
important in the small-unit operations
used by the Germans late in the war.

In Russia, the Germans streiched
limited resources over vast expanses
of terrain by patrolling small combat
taams behind the front in the role of
“fire brigades.” In the west, where
enemy air superiority prohibited
massed formations, small combat
teams were used in both the offensive
and defensive roles.




1943 PANZER GRENADIER BATTALION (Armored)
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STATS, SPECS, AND FACTS

(3120 SdKEz 25121 mitiorer Schifzenparzeniagen

SPECIFICATIONS
WEGHT: B8 tons
HULL ARMOR: From 14.5mm, side @mm
SFEED: 23 mphr (roed speed)
HANGE: 200 kilomslans
MAIMN GUNS: Thrae 1.5 0r 2.06m cannan

MAGCHINE GUN{S): Mans

As the Lofrwalfe loxr oir superiosgy, German
mechanized grouad forces kad 1o fncrease their
pllotments of andrirerndt vehicles sid wenpons. The
SdKFr 25120 entered pradoction in Augusd 1944 @0
repincement for the 25017, The 251721 emrried e
1, 5em of 2.0cm oircraft machise-caliong e 0 uiple
pedestal moont.  Ench eannon was belt fed from o
seposEke namniton box: The 250215 mie of fing wee
TOH rpim, wiltht & 1otal of 20000 rounids carrked

As with olier Germon sell-propelisd A& guis. the
251721 was o lighly armered omd opei-topped. Ad such
it wap fughty velierble o sir omck,  Nonethebesa. the
I50/21 s muliphe-barveled AA gun momt Tl gresans)
nttack a ridky butinesa for Allied ayvistors

FR1 Char B-1 bis (on US quarter)

SPECIFICATIONS
WEIGHT: 1.5 lons
HULL ARMOR: Eimm frant and 14mim side
SPEED: 28 b {moad speed)
AANGE: 180 kiiometes
MAIN GUN: T8mm and 47mm gons
MACHINE GUN{SE  Twao 7.8mm maching guns

The Cleer B1 wus buikt from p 1921 reguirement speciiving
o Phmm guen ser oo bull embiasure. The French stasted
bk ldimg the Chor serizs do 19300 A lengthy development
perivd followed, keading m the inroduction of the Chur B
in 1935, The Char B was g powerfial t2nk for its dme, bot
e design coatsined fusdamental flaws,  Internal
commumcntion wak difffeult for the four mos crew and the
Ao gun was mounted in o resrct ve ane-man ek

By 1940 the French kod soine 400 Char Bi anks in
service. Mist of these sither brofes down o can out of god
en route 4o the builelfield. Those that made it oot fong
were penny-packeed into local defense groupe. Capiured
Char B were convered [0 raining vehickss, Flomen tanks,
and self-propelled astilieny carminges:

FRS Renault R 35

SPECIFICATIONS
WEIGHT: BB 1ons
HULL ARMOR: A0mm front
SPEED: 20 ket {road spaed)
RANGE: 140 kllometers
MAIN GURN: Shidt-barmaked 37mm gun
MACHINE GUM(S):  One 7 5mm maching gun

The Remaull B35 was produced s o replacesssit for the
WWL eva Renwil FT 1750 | wos nished nto production
during 1935 becnuse wor with Germany asemed
ol Some | 600 wers buile, moking the R3S the
imost mreerons French indanry rank.

The tuuk hod @ two-man crew, with the delver
posdidomed forward and the comminder squetred b §
tiny one-mon el The R35% fronml cost armor was
capuble of deflecting Germun 3V mm antitnnk rownds,
bul the R 35 pwn shart bareeled 3Tmm gun proved
equnlly ineffeegive apainst German tuks. Wil e full
af Framce the Germmns acgiired o longo auinter of B35
Thess served the Webrmacht in & wnrety of releg,
including arilleny maomrs and gun schiepper,

GWES CB Infiexible

SPECIFICATIONS

DISPLACEMENT: 17,330 lons
SPEED: 26.6 knots
AANGE: 156,000 mautical miles gl 15 knols

ARMAMENT
Eigyhit 12-imeh twin guns, sdean d-inch gurs, and
fiwe 18-inch Iomiado tobas

The two parmaunt corceens of post-Deradnonghe
constraction were speed ond firepewer, emor prowection
was alwnys subordinoted o thess two effensive factoew
The dnvincitde Cleas combined the agility of a crussr with
the firepower of a capital ship. To guin e speed,
hevwevgr, drmos prosecton was pared (o @ bere minimiim,
The Inwincible and her sister ships, fndonsiialle and
Fnflesiible, were widely used in the opening phases of
Workd Wor L Following the faviecille’s loss at Jutland
hoth Indomirable and TnjTecible kod their prmor belis
tngreased.  Dispite this modificatien, the ships’
shorteomings wise condldensd sysemic and (bereafier
they sow Emiled sepvios, Horh were sorapped in 1922,

GWGB CB Moltke

SPECIFIGATIONS

DISPLACEMENT: 22,616 tans
SPEED: 25.5 knols
RANGE: o, 120 nautical mikes &t 14 knots

ARMAMENT
Ten vi-in guns, twiiva 5.9-in guns,
Twelve 3.5-nch gures, and four 19,7-m torpedo tubes

The Moltke and Geeben were enlarged versdons of the
Vim aler Thrsr, The lncrensed size alliswed the fining of 2
fifth rwin 11-inch murret of. While the Moltke waz
sputtled nf- Scops Flow in Jupe 19145, the Goebien bod 2
riusely longes and stonied caseer

The Geeben ond Ueht cruiser Sreslou entered the
Medileranen i 1914, They sucuenficlly evaded British
puramit sncd made Corseantinople tat August They wers
e “sold”™ o Tirkey s & comfition for de Turks w eates
(e war as & German ally, From Constantinoplc the
Claehen oiten cogaped U Russion Black Sess’ Flesl, In
lanmary 1918, she sink the Brdd monitoes Raglen o
M28 Tenamed the Famz, she served fneo the 1960

GWBT BB Queen Elizabeth

SPECIFICATIONS

A Toredgo sldps Bogan tomount T4-inch puns, the Baitgh
staried working on o 15-inch gua yisssl. The result, baged
on e fron Dike, mepresensed o quanoon leagp in copital
warship design. The 15-lneh guns-of the Queer Elizabeth
Class coubd bl 0 19200 sbell ower 35,000 yards with
prest ncoorncy, She wis the fird battleakip buill around
oil-fired voilem,  The weight s soved was osed to
increase th thickress of the armor el

Tihe Qe Elizabath, Warspite, Vatiend, nnd Sarhia
DISPLACEMENT: 27,500 tons ARMAMENT were [ntended 0 serve in 0 fourship squadion. A fifth
SPEED: 23 knota  Eight 15<nch geens Seconcary armarmant; wlup, b Maluya, wns added wheno the Faderated Malny
FAAMNGE: 7500 nautiosl mides at 12.5 krots Sixhean B-nch guna, twe 3-Hnch guns, Siatey conrributed her conmruction fundd Us a gL Al

and four 21 -inch tomecs tubas [E, save the Cheeen Elizaberh herself, fought ar Jutlend
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Shermans on the Rocks

Tac News Scenario #5 San Pietro Italy, December 15 1943: The st Armored
. Division landed in Italy during October of 1943, Since then the
division stood idle awaiting a suitable engagement, This was
embarrassing, First Armor was in Italy at Gen. Mark Clark's
personal insistence. IT he didn't use the division, and use it
soon, i was going to be taken from him. Desperate for an
armored demonstration of some sort, Clark seized on San Pietro,
The San Pietro battlefield was anything but favorable for
tanks. The only viable road leading to the village crossed three
small bridges. These potential choke points were no doubt
mined and covered by antitank gons. Offroad approaches were
blocked by rocky ravines and terraced vineyards, Both armored
and infantry field commanders argued against wsing lanks, but
Clark was adamant. Company A of the 753rd Independent Tank
Battalion was Lthus ordered (o take San Pietro,

SET-UP AND SUGGESTED VICTORY CONDITIONS

The Cermans set up anywhere except for the find two bex rowa on southemn edge, The
Americans enler plong the wuthern edpe. Afmnr_m:i munl c.upum: omif tu:ll.dhul]lings o win

TIME CHART

Baite runs from 11:0DAM 10 7-00PM @ @ @ @ N A

[ B L. ELEMENTS OF 29TH PANZERGRENADIER DIVISION

One complete Panzergrenadier Infantry Company (Motorized)
=l Im (For details see the enclosed table of organization)
Reinforced by a five-vehicle platoon of Mklll Sturmgeschitz

COMPANY A OF 753RD INDEPENDENT TANK BATTALION (reinforced)
M4 Sherman | reorrand 3 | Infantry
o~ B =R
a0 A0 cal 6
16 3 9 4 6 2.36-inch
SUGGESTED SPECIAL RULES AFTERMATH: The attack commenced on December 15, Company A

L. The Germans are veteran troops with superior commanders.  splil itself into two pincers. Cne arm swung west (o interdict German
1. The Americans are veteran troops with superior commanders.  reinforcing attempts; the other, supported by infantry, took a direct route
X Terraced hexes delineate l?lmral.luns. Terraces consisted of 8 i San Pietrn. As the shooting started both pincers began to fragment,
B ikl e il IR DETABBIAINEE S S0y feet @ll. e lead tank heading directly into San Pietro crossed the first bridge, but
6erece: Ieexes siop, VelIENLT TEOVEIMAIL ThOIMs R IR it following tank hit @ mine. This side tracked the next three Shermans
vehicle must wait until its nest movement phase and roll a three | ; :
o less on a ten-sided die. IF it fails, it must wait uniil the nexe 71O a1 ambush and they were knocked out by sturmgeschiitz. Tanks

attempting to bypass these hulks hit mines in the road shoulder. Others

movement phase, when it most roll a six or less. Failing tha : : . :
allempl, & nine or less on the next movement phase. Bach time UYINg offroad approaches either threw tracks or turned turtle in ravines.

5 terraced hex is crossed, there is a 20% chance of throwing & By day’s end, Company A was reduced 1o just two tanks.
track. [nfaniry cross termaces at no penalty,
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