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Tec News are nol necessarlly 1o scala

THE 1942 AMERICAN
TANK DESTROYER BATTALION

arly in 1942, the US Amy finalized

its tank destroyer doctring and
hattalion organization, Specialized
equipment was soon ordered along with
the construction of tank destroyer training
facilities. The program's development
was swift and by year's end several
battalions were field ready, These were
immediately shipped to North Africa,
experiencing their baptism ol fire against
Rommel's vaunted Afrika Korps,

The father of the American tank
destroyer was Gen. Lesley McNair.
McNair, after studying the Polish and
French Campaigns of 1939-40, concluded
specialized services beyond the general
means of contemporary doctrine were
needed to defeat tanks. McNair believed
the tank a poor antitank weapon. His
reasoning was founded both in economics
and doctrine. Why, McNair postulated,
wiiste a $35,000 (remember, we're talking
1942 dollars) medium tank to do @ job just

as well dong by a gun costing a fraction of
that amount? Furthermore, he concluded,
a tank's purpose was to defeal all elements
of the enemy force, not just its tanks.

In keeping with an aggressive doctring,
the first tank destroyer battalions were
organized as totally independent units.
Fach batation consisted of a headguarters
and headquarters company, one light
{towed 37mm} company, and two heavy
(self-propelled 75mm}) companies, ong
reconnaissance company, and one
antiaircrafl company,

By January 1943, however, each TD
battalion was attached to either an armored
or infantry division. With the need for
total antonomy passed, redundant staff and
adminisirative personnel were sluffed.
The light company was replaced with a
third heavy company and the antiaircraft
element was eliminated. This leaner and
meaner organization is reflected in the
following page two diagram.
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At the Nuremberg Toy Fair, Modell Fan
Magazine presented GHQ with its
“1994 Model of the Year Award” for
ships. GHQ's 1:2400 scale pewter
Great War Micronauts® beat out all
medel types in this range, including
large-scale plastic kits and extremely
expensive collector items.

Great War Micronauts®, several of
which are featured in this newsletter,
are the newest and fastest growing line

.of GHQ military models. Nobody

makes World War | ships better.

Germany's most prominent model
magazine agrees. [Isn't time you find

out why?
Order today!




Late 1942 United States Tank Destroyer Battalion
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STATS, SPECS, AND FACTS

SPECIFICATIONS The Sd¥fz @ Heavy (18-t0a) Military Tractor was the Wehrmscht's
beaviest Badf track in World War IL ‘The vehicle, whdch entered

WEIGHT. 15,130kg (wio crane) praduction in 1938, sew o varlety of rofes inoluding astifery
LEMGTH: 8.25 maters tructar, tank recowery veficle, and molsle eeene {vehicls pictured).
WIDTH: 2.6 malers Mg an artillery tractor, the Sdlde 9 pulled the 2dem B3 heavy gao
{hroken into five loads), the 21cm K38 gun,ond the Jdom HIG
SPEED: B kmihr (roed SpASS) by 11 gl Lowed S and 12, 8cim aatlairoradt guns.
AANGE: 2A0 kllomatars As & recovery yehiole, the SRz 9 sufficed untll the appeamnee of
WINCH . 7,000k the Tiger and Pasther tanks which were too heavy for it o handle.
PLAL Unti the deplovment of specialized recovery vehiclas for these
Sdiiz 8 Famo TOWED LOAD: 18,000k tamke, 1t bonk {hree Sdkfz Se to 1w one disshled Tiger

The Seydiit; wag essentially an improved Maltke,
maunting the same armament acd profection oo 8 slinmer
pudd, - ‘The resulting design was faster pod with impreoved
bapdling in heavy seas

Seydliey had am ective wir coreer, - She boonband ed sssiern
British gesporte in 1814, Later, during the Battle of
Iropger Bonk, she lost two turrets and suffersd heavy
cnsualties, At Jufiand she took more punishiment (21

GWG 12 CB Seydlitz

SPECIFICATIONS (as bullt) hesvy coliber hits, 3 medivm hitg, and 2 torpedoes) than
DISPLACEMENT! 24610 tons ARMAMENT aay other ship. Saved throogh the extraordinery
SPEED: 26,5 knols ‘Ten 11-Inch guns, twelve 5.9-|nch guns, seamunship of her crew, the Sevdlir managsd (o limp
ARMOR: 11.8:3.9-Inch belt, {ourteen 3.5-inch guns, and four 19.7-40ch fopede tubes back in porl with & frecboord Liat of § foet, Scultled ol

o8- 8-inch lumeis . Scapn Flow in 1919, she wes rejost and scrapped in 1928,

Agtacourt startad her career s the Braxilisn batileship
GWB12 BB Agincourt Riv de Jonviro, Halfway through her coustruction e
btk drapped ot of the subber market, Mow fnmcially
strapped. Brazil sold the ahip to Turkey which renamed
fier the Swlian Qoman , As war appearsd eminent work
an her slawed and the Roval Navy took her over in 1914,

Agineasnt mounted the grepses! nember of main caliber
gk pver sareled. Her sscondery batery was slee the

SPECIFICATIONS {as built) mout powerfil affeat, Agimconrs (effecticantely nown =

DISPLACEMENT: 27500 lons ARMAMENT ihe Glo Palsce) served the Hoyal Mavy from Ssptember

SPEED: Z2.4 knots Fourteen 12-inch guns, lwenly G-inch mqims, 1914 1o war's ead, She fought st Jutland. Pleced in

ARMOT: G-g-inch bett, tan S-inch gumna, and three 21-inch lomade tbes reserve n 1919, sl was i e process of belng convered
12-B=Inclt tumets to it dapot ship when scrpped in 1922

The Eople wis origloally lald down as the Chilean
UKN31 CV Eagle bastleship Afwirants Cochrane daring 1913, With the au
brenk of Warld Wor I, work wan suspeded as the Boacd
of Admimby pondered her futare. 11 wis decided late in
the war io convert her o an alroraft corrier, but whes it
became s¥ldant she was nol gosng Lo be conpleted belare
war's ead, constnacton procesda:d o @ leisurely pace aatil
her commision on Februmry 24, 1924

Eggle ¥ war service ipltially conslsted of raider sweeps

bullt j s
DHSPLACEMENT: 21850 tons E’EﬂFlﬂﬁﬂﬂrm ) and escort duty in the Tndien Deean. In May 1940, she
SPEED: 24 tata Nine &-inch guns ive 4-inch guns, Tour S-poundars, ot RS T8 e s
AANGE: 4,000 nautical miles 2t 168kls and twanly lour alrcran fired Ty [-73 ancl sank wtfin fve mbotes,

Laid down in 1915, the Peansplvaniz Class iliffered from
the provioes Nevada Class by meusting s ewelve puns ia
four triple turrsts. Penarplvania snd sisler ship Arisons
wers rehiill in 1928 and 193L Durlng these refit, the
redundunt secondary S-ineh gunk were reduced o twelve
andl regiaced by wight 5-irch antinircraft gung.  During
1540 enother two secondary F-inchers were nemoved and
replaced by four 3-nch apifatzoratt guns.

USNE1 BB-39 Arizona
(1841 version)

SPECIFICATIONS (as bullt) On Docember 7, 1941, Arfpona ook 8 modified aesisl

MSPLACEMENT: 31,400 tons AAMAMENT bomb in her magoglze. The resulting exploston was

SFEED: 21 knota Twale Jd-inch gurs, twanly Iwe 5-Inch gums, catastrophiz, killing some | 500 of har crew, The

ARMOR: 14 to B-inoh bsll, and w2 1-moh iompedo ubes damaged wos g0 greal it was decikled not o radse her. She
1810 E-inch turrets reqrains to this doy in Pearl Harbar ai 8 war memorial
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Kasserine

Mini-Campaign

- e -
Thﬂ Battle of Kasserine Pass was actually a running engage-
ment fought over the courss of several days. As such
Kassering is perfect fodder for a Micro Armour® mini-campaign.
The next several issuss of Tac News will offer a serieg of
scanarios and articlas highlighting this contraversial battle marking
the US Army's first significant encounter with the Wehrmacht.
STRATEGIC SITUATION
The approaching spring of 1943 heralded certain Allied victory in
North Africa. The Amaricans to tha wast and the British to the
sast were crushing the Axis armies betwsen them. As the
campaign entared its end game, however, the Alliss bacame
complacent. Upper echelon staffs, now ukterly dependent on Ultra
intercepts for intslligence, seldom pressed units for point-of-
contact intelligence. As & consequence, fleld commanders grew
lazy, Reconnalssance afforts became hall-hearted at best. in
hindsight this seems an obvious disaster in the making, but up 1o
now Ultra served without fault. Unfortunately, the system was
about to experience a glitch,

Early In February 1943, Ultra code breakers caught wind of an
upcoming German offensive in Tunis. The appropriste alarm was
issued, but data conceming Axis disposition and intent was subject
to varied interpretations. The British theught the objective was
Fondouk. Feconnalssance by the American | Corps indicated an
snamy concentration to the south near Sidi Bou Zid. but since this
intelligance was not confirmed by Ultra, it was discounted. Gen,
Elsenhower was finally convinced by the British, Any sffort towards
the Sidi Bou Zid/Kasserine secter would bs a diversion. The main
German attack, should it come, would be “to the norh."

AMERICAN ORDER OF BATTLE
Combat Command A (CCA) of the 1st Armored Division and the
168th Regimental Combat Team of the 34th “Red Bull" Infantry
Divislon hekd the area in and about Sidi Bou Zid. Defending forces at
the initial point of attack consisted of:
Reserve force CCA Lt Col. Louis Hightower commanding:
1. 18! Madium Tank Battalion [minus Company G)
3, Cempany A, 701st Tank Destroyer Battallon (minus one platoon)
3. Tothe sast, in general support, was the 91st Armored Artillery

Battalion (minus Battery B) & the 17th Field Artillsry Battalion
Task Force Waters Lt Gol. "Bil" Waters commanding:

1. 2nd Battalion, 168th Infantry (minus Company E, and the

weaapons platoon frem Company H)

2. Company G, 1st Medium Tank Battallon

3. An Armmorad Reconnaizsance Company

4. A platoon of Tank Destroyers from Company A, 701st TD Battalion

5. A battery of self-propelled 105s from Company B, of the 91st
Armared Field Artillery Battalion

6. Task Force Waters Headguarters: consisting solely of Col,
Waters, his personal hatftrack, ons jeep, and two drivers.

GERMAN ORDER OF BATTLE
Operation Unternehmen Friihlingswind

The Germans committed the 10th and 21st Panzer Divisions, and

the 164th Light Divistan. The combat elaments of these units

wera formed into five kampfgruppen organized as follows:

Kampfgruppe Gerhardt

1. The 7th Panzer-Regiment

2. Panzer Grenadier Regiment 63 {motorlzed)

3. One platoon frem the 2nd company, 90th Panzerjdger
Battalion (motorlzed)

4, One platoon frem the 3rd company, 90th Panzerjager
Battalion (motarized)

5. One platoon from 49th Engineer Battalion (motorized)

6. One light Feldhaubitzen battery, 90th Artilery Regiment (motorized)

Kampfgruppe Reimann

1. One Heavy Panzer Company (equipped with Tigers)

2. One battafon of the B6th Panzer Grenadier Regiment (motorized)

3. One piatoon from the 1st company, 90th Panzerjager Battalion
{motorized)

4, One platoon from 48th Engineer Battalion (motorized)

5, One self-propelied batlery from the 80th Artillery
Regiment {motorized)

6. One AA platoon from the 80th Artillery Regiment (motorized)

Kampfgruppe Schuette

1. One battalion of the 5th Panzer Regiment

2. Headquarters & Headquarters Company, 104th Panzar
Granadier Regiment {motorized)

3. The 38th Panzerjager Battallon (maotorized)

4. Tha 1stand 3rd batteries of tha 155th Arlllery Reaiment (motorized)

B, One Flakkamptruppa (one B3mm)

Kampfgruppe Stenkhotf

1. Headguarters 5th Panzer Regiment

2. One battalion of tha 5th Panzer Regiment

3. The 104th Panzer Granadier Regimant {matarized) (minus
Headquarters & Headguarters Company)

4. Headquarters & Headquarniers Battery, 155th Artillery
Regimeant (motorized)

5, The light Feldhaubitzan battary, 155th Artlllery Regiment (motorized)

6. Two batteries of the 155th Artillary Regiment {motorized)

5. Two Flakkamptrupps (two BBmms)

Kampligruppe Ziegler
1. Two motorized panzer grenadier battalions of the
164th Light Division

2. One ltalian artillery battary

Mext izaue, key unit organizations and battle maps!
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