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Photographs appearing in
Tac News gre nol necessarily 1o scals

Ds:uu:clms Afrika Korps (DAK) unit
organizations differed significantly
from the rest of the Wehrmacht. While
the vast majority of the German army was
straight-leg infantry with horse-drawn
guns and wagons, the Afrika Korps
enjoyed the expensive luxury of being
completcly mechanized. Furthermore, a
full-strength motorized Afrika Korps unit
generally mustered more vehicles than its
standard Wehrmacht counterpart.  On the
other hand, DAK formations generally
lacked company and battalion-level
antiaircrafl elements,

By late 1942, two years of sec-saw
campaigning had also uniguely stamped
DAK organization. Much of the Karps'
material had been replaced by foreign
equipment for the following reasons:

1. Special-built British and ltalian
squipment was suparior to Gamman
models. {Rommel parsonally insisted
his most eritical supplies be carried on

AFRIKA KORPS ORGANI

Hritish trucks bacause thelr wider tires
gave superior flotation on desert sand)

2. The British, having cracked German
codes, knew the schedules of supply
convoys coming out of Haly. These
convoys ware mercilessly bombed and
most German material bound for Africa
anded at the bottom of the
Mediterranean Saa. Lacking thair awn
resources, the Garman made do with
falian equipment and war booty.

3. Rommel headguartered in & captured
command vehicle, On the other side,
the Australians fislded an armored
squadron of captured ltalian tanks.
These examples reprasent more of a
nose-thumbing than an sbsolute need
for equipment; excellant grist for the
propaganda newsresl.

Considering this, a DAK guartermasier's

job must have been a nightmare. Motor

pools resembled used car lots from hell,
while artillery parks comprised a mixed lot
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of calibers. But, even in chaos, there was
some attempt at order. On the platoon-
level, gun calibers and prime mOVErs were
always consistent, Maintenance was
accomplished by cannibalizing spare
parts. When a platoon used itsell up, it
was refifted or the persomnel cadred,

What does this mean 10 the wargamer?
By using basic Wehrmacht crganizations
and (hese simple gmidelines the wargamer
can play a campaign with a fascinating
collection of units or units that are
fascinating collections.

Finally, most all Afrika Korps units
were motorized. Even the 21st and 10th
Panzer Divisions had motorized
panzergrenadier, panzerjiger, and artillery
elements. What follows is the table of
organization of the 1941 Panzerjiger
Abteilung (motorized). Since desert
formations of this size lacked an AA
element, the battalion's self-propelled AA
company is listed in text only..




1941 PANZERJAGER BATTALION (Motorized)

Battalion Headquarters Signal Platoon
Platoon Headquarters
Piatoon

Volkswagen | | Motoreycle w

ot

Volkswagen | | Motorcycle
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1 3 1

Signal Section

‘2-ton Truck

Volkswagen

2

Three Motorized Antitank Companies; each

Company Headquarters | Company

Tawmaagen | [Wowreyee] | Sommer

i (S [

Two Light Antitank Platoons; each One Medium Antitank Platoon

Platoon Headquarters Piatoon Headquarters  [plaicon
ollawagen] [Wotarcyeie Vollwagen| [Metoreyee] - [ &om*™)

il |Gwl cwa| |

2 4 P O 1
Gun Section Gun Section
| '_Eh‘tﬂl'_l'?rﬁlﬁt :
Light . '5 Light
‘MG {11 TGS MG
28 i . 2

One Self-Propelled Antiaircraft Company

Company Headquarters: 4 motorgyclas, 2 cars
Signal Detachment: Headquarters Section: 1 car
Light Telephona Section: 1 car
Three Pack Radio Sections: Total transpord for &l three seclions, 1 car
Two Antialroran platoons; each Headguarers Seclion: 3 mojoroycles, 2 cars, and 1 light machine gun
Gun Sactlon: 4 Sdiifz 106 (20mm Flek 38} with ammuniien trallars
Ona Antiaircraft plaloon: Haadquariera Section: 4 moforcyclas, 1 car, and 1 Aght machine gun
Ammunition Section: 2 SdKIz T {3-tan prime moveara)
Gun Section: 2 SdiKiz 74 (20mm quad Flak 38)

Page Twp




STATS, SPECS, AND FACTS

SPECIFICATIONS
WEIGHT: 15 tonnes
HULL LEMGTH: 16 foot
WIDTH: 8 fest, 2-1/2 inchas
SPEED: 37 mph {road speoed)
RAMNGE: 230-260 miles
MAIN GUN: SOMM

MN113 AMX-13 (S90mm) AMMUNITION: HE, HEAT, and Smoka

The AMX-13 wis deslgned by the Alelier de Construction o' Bay-
tee-Moulineaux following the =ad of World War II, The
designarion 13" refers to the origisal specificstion design weight
of 13 loos. A prototype wos finished in 1948, and by 1583 soma
3000 veldcles were bull.  The holl was also modifsed inlo &
namber of varionts, ischiding self-propelled anillery ped infaotry
fighting vehicles. The AMN-13 was widely exported asd lus sean
consternble copbal service. Orlginally armed with a 75mm gun,
all Freoah Army AMWK-135 were refitled with $mics after the
1567 Middle East Wer demonstrated the Timm Incapsble of
peastrating the fromad s of Egyption T-548 and T-355.

USNG2 CVE Gambier Bay

SPECIFICATIONS (incorporating modifications)

By 1942 the pattern of the Atlante end Pacific campnigas
were wel] evidenl. Thére wes & desperale requirement [or
u Hgat cerier to shattls replacement wrersft over the vest
expanee of the Pacific. Tn the Atlaptic, more escor
carrien were needed 1o provide sl cover for convoys. To
meet the demand, Henry Kaiser stepped forwerd and
proposed boilding fifty such ships baged on the 54
merchant ball. AH [ty were bulll af one yard over the
course of twelve months.

The Cazoblonca Class wulfersd ita first bactle lnss on
Movember 24, 1043, Within weeks of ils commigsicning,

DISPLACEMENT: 8,200 lons ARMAMENT Liscombe Bay was torpedoed off the Gilberts and susk

SPEED: 18 knola Eight twin-40mms, thirty 20mm, and with mos of her crew, Gambler Boy was loat off Samir

RANGE: i, 200 nautical miles al Iwanty aighi aircraft consisting of: pine F4Fa, end eightesn gy October 25, 1944, She wim sunk by guafire from the
15 kmnots SB0 dive bombera or TBF lomaedo planes Japaoeso ondsers Chokad, Nogura, asd Noshir;

'1COMING SOON!

La#l down (n 1909, tha Koizer Class was Germany's
responis to the Britdsh Orions. In terms of frepower,
hwowever, the Eairers weore oul malched by the Orion &
13, 5-inch moin hattery. The Eeiter’y gun eyout was
wimilar to the Colossus Class with two super-firing tarrels
forward, oge aft, and two disgonally offset wing torels.
The Kaiver was the first Germon warship to have turbine
mchinery and supplemeantary ofl brnes.

SPECIFICATIONS (as built) The fullowing shipa complsted the. cless: - Frivdrich
DISPLACEMENT: 24,331 fons ARMAMENT der (rosee, Kaizerin, Prinzrogent Lidtpold, Konly Alhers
SPEED: 21 knots Tan 12-Inch guns, loureen 5.8-inch guns, Thess ships wero heavily cagaged during the wer, wilh
ARMOR: 138 10 7 d-inch bet, alght & 5-nch guns, and five 18.7-Inch tompedo tubes. Kaiser belug hit twice at Jutland. AR the afore mentionsd
11.8-Inch Lerrels warvived the wer anly to be scutthed ot Scapa Flow.
Leid down in 1915, the Hyugas were prajectsd as
BBAV Hyuga Coming in September modified Fusor. Howover, musm duig‘; difTersd so
rudleally in ils tured configuraiions as to coastbisle & pew
cless: Mynga and sister ship Jee featumed twa super-iring
{urcets amicships, with another two Torward and aft.
. e Between the wars the ghips were exteasively modified
S == . i with the sddition of & “pogods” foremast nd Increased
T o = MM armesment. After the Joss at Midway, both ships were
SPECIFICATIONS [as bullt) converted (nto hybrid cariess by replacing the aft furrets
DISPLACEMENT: 28880 1ona AWNT Wilh @ burge hanger capable of hovaing 22 scaplanes.
SPEED: 23 knats Twalva 14-inch guns, twanty 5,5-inch guns, Although thse Hyngas saw action in this coaflguertion, due
ARMOR: 1210 3-inch balt, four 3 inch guns, and six 21-inch torpado fubes 4 pilot shoriages they Bever caried aircrafl lnfo combat
12 to B=inch lurmeda : Beoih ships wars sunk by bomba a2 Kure during Jaly 1943,
- Lomoched on il 4th, 1939, wal 8 one-off design
CV Wasp : ' Coming in September barn of the wﬂ:@m Naval m With o 15000 ten
T provicion 1eft to bring s carrlsr force up Lo masimum
peassible size, the TS Navy squested |o 8 Hght-wesght
currier [ncorporating memy of Ui features found on the
Forkmown, The resalt was en thin-skinned ship; & deslgn
flaw hal wau to prove fatal,
The Wasp distinguished hersell during the reliel of
Malta. In two trips she fertiesd in approximately 100
DISPLACEMENT: 14,700 tons R ARAMENT. S fmc il Bfaln, TRy focl By Dy Puct, X% ik
SPEED: 265 knots Eight 5-Inch gunia and sighy four sireraf siruck: by v torpedoes while opersting off Chuticacal
RANGE! 12,000 nautical mies ot 15k on September 15, 1942, Within minules she was ablaze,

with destroyer Lamsdowne delivering (e coup de grics.
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Kasserine

Mini-Campaign
Part 2: Attack!

1843, Kampigruppe Schuetts, coming through the Maizla
Pass, approached Sidi Bou Zid from the southeast. Kampigruppe
Stenkhoff hooked wide and attacked from the southwest. The
10th and 21st Panzer kampfgruppen directly forced the Faid Pass

The Germans were first met by a screen of light tanks. These
were sasily brushed aside and the full weight of the assault fell on
Sidi Bou Zid. With his supporting artillery silenced by Stuka dive
bombers, Lt. Cal. Leuis Hightower, commanding CCA, resorted o
a series of delaying actions. Although Hightowsr commanded with
deft brilllance, he was hopelessly overmatched. By day's end
CCA had lost 44 of its 55 tanks. As Hightower fell back,
Kamptgruppe Gerhardt swung around Djsbel Lessouda and

linked-up with Kampignuppe Reimann. This move isolated Task
Force Waters helding the high ground just north of Sidi Bou Zid.
TACTICAL SITUATION

To American player, remain patient. In the opening rounds of this
extended fight you are going to take a beating. Do not get foo
attached to your miniatures. Just remember, your dead pile will
raturn as reinforcements, Take every opportunity to bleed the
Garman, becauss his stuff, once gone, isn't coming back.

To the German player, now Is your time to make hay.
Suppress the Amaricans with arillery fire and air attack, than reot
them out with infantry close assauits. Your panzers are bettar
armoted and armed. Don't throw away this advantage with close
range axchanges of cannon fire. Next issue, Counterattack!

GEN
The map's top half is north. The town of
Faid lies just of the sast sdge of tha map
by the highway. The Faid Pass Hself lles
some six hexes beyond that.
The hill is a level thrae slevation. |t was a
gentle rise, coverad with stone out-
croppings and scrub vegetation. Wadi El}
Fakka, which bizects the northwest comer
of the board, is 2 minus one depression.

AMERICAN
Lt Col. Hightower's CCA sets-up south of

the sast-west highway within four hexes
of a building. Task Force Waters ssts-up
on any elevation hex.

GERMAN
The Germanz move first. Kampfgruppe

Schuette enters on any southern edge
hex. Kampfgruppe Stankhoff enters from
any western edge hex. Kampigruppe
Heimann enters from the sast edgs,
Kamplgruppe Gerhardt from the north
adge. (Kampfgruppe Ziegler was at this
moment consolidating the Faid Pass.)
During the battle the Germans achieved
local air superiority. During sach turn, the
German player makes ons Stuka atiack.

VICTORY CONDITIONS
The game consists of twelve one-hour

turnz. To win, the Germman must clear the
Americans from all wadi, ground-levsl,
and level one hexes, |f you are playing
the complete Kassserne campaign gams,
G3erman lossas carry over to each of the
next two scenarios, "Counterattack!” and
"Kasserine Pass". |




