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AMN16 CA San Giorgio

Photographs
appearing in Tac News
are not
necessarily to scale

FRE SOMUA MCG 5

USNGO BB-33 Arkansas (1942)

FRNT CA Foch

he term “panzergrenadier” is a

T misnomer. All panzergrenadiers
did not ride in halftracks. This

was true only for armored panzer-
grenadiers; motorized panzer-
grenadiers rode trucks.

By far the majority of panzergrenadier
formations were motorized. The
infantry of regular panzergrenadier
divisions were exclusively motorized.
Armored panzergrenadier battalions
were found only in the table of
organization for S5 Panzergrenadier
Divisions, panzer divisions, and elite
formations such as Gross
Deutschiand. But, even in these unifs,
motorized panzer-grenadier battalions
outnumber their amored counterparts
by a ratio of three or four to one.

The 1943 Panzergrenadier Battalion
(Motorized) consisted of a head-
quarters detachment, three infantry
companies, and a heavy company.
Since there was no need to bring
trucks directly to the point of attack,
motorized heavy companies lacked the
organic engineer platoon of the
armored battalion.

From a strategic standpoint the
Germans used their motorized
formations in a manner identical to
armored ones. A truck, although
lacking cross country capability, could
provide operational mobility as long as
a passable road network existed. A
motorized unit also had logistical

]943 PANZERGRENADIER BATTALION (MOTORIZED)

advantages over an armored one
because trucks used less fuel, were
cheaper to replace, and experienced
fewear breakdowns.

Most panzergrenadier divisions were
equipped with one sturmgeschitz (or
Mk Ill tank) battalion. This battalion
was the divisional fire-brigade and
was constantly shuttling to trouble
spots. Since the sturmgeschitz
battalion was the panzergrenadier
division's only armored component,
the motorized infantry was utterly
depended on it for direct support. So,
as you wargame with motorized
panzergrenadiers, be sure fo include a
batch of STuGs.




1943 PANZERGRENADIER BATTALION (Motorized)
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SPECS, AND FACTS

FR3 Hotchkiss H-38
SPECIFICATIONS

WEIGHT: 121 tons
HULL ARMOR: d4mm front and slde
SPEED: 38 kinhr {road speed)
RANGE: 120 kilometers
MAIN GUMN: JTmm gun
MACHINE GUN(S): One 7.5 maching gun

Originnily bailt as o cpvalry tank, the Howchkiss H-39
alep maw service in the role of mfanry support.  Over 2
thoszand were budh, making it &n imporiant tenk in the
French inventory. The H-3% was nn improved H-33
miunling o longer more poworful 37mm gun and a
higger engine. The gun modification proved margeal,
becanse the new 37mm wias incapable of penetraring the
German MEII and MEIV's fronsal armor.

This handicap was further compounded by Frenoh
amored doctrine,  The H-30 was peeny-packeted along
the entire front and was never used in decisive numbsrs.
‘The Genmans nsed captured H-395 in a vaney of feles.
Same M- sntioned in colonkal North Africa survived
the war and served the fledgling Lameli Anoay andl 1956,

FRZ Somua 5-35 Medium Tank
SPECIFICATIONS

WEIGHT: 19.5 kns
HULL ARMDRA: A5 Iecant and side
SPEED: 40 ke {oad sneed)
RANGE: 230 kllomaters
MAIN GLN: 4Tmiem SA, 35
MACHINE GUMN{S): One 7.5mm maching gun

Dharing the mid-thirties. the French Anmy began to resquip
its cavalry with mnks. One design submittsd o meel this
regalnement came fram ibe Seciéd d'Outilinge Mésnigue
et J'Usinoge o Artillerie (SOMUAL Designaed °5-35."
the SOMUA was perhaps the finest tiak of its day, Ls
poiwerful 4Tmm cannon cutmatched any tank gun in the
Wehrmacht arsennl.  The: cast bull armor gove it superior
resilbeney 2 contemporary fveted armir.  The vehicle's
only dmwhack was i one-man et In battle te tank
commander simply had teo mmech 1o do; and the dmmovative
5-35 pever was able o reolize lis full potential, The
Germons desgnated captured SOMUAs us PeEfw 35-5
73900, Some of these vehicles were piven to the lislians,
athers were used by the Germuans for aali-pertisn duties.

FR4 Automitrailieuse Panhard ot Levassor Type 178

EPECIFICATIONS
WEIGHT: B.5w0ns
HULL ARMOR: 20mm from, 13mm side
SPEED: 72 kmihr {road spesd)
RANGE: 300 kilometers
MAIN GUN: Cing 26mm cannon {or)
MACHINE GLIN(S):  Two 7.5mm maching gun

The Panbard Type 178 wos developed i 1935 from &
procorype desigmsted TOE-M-32, The TOE-M-31 was
intended for Marth African colominl servide and monted
a $mm g, Panhard moved the eapine to the rear of
the wehicle, changed the drive cenfigurmilon i 4x4, md
alsered the temet pmament io A single 25mm cannos o
iwo maching gone, Command vehicles carted extra
mdios and 0o arimanent

Prodmetion sarted stowly, but by 1940 sppreciable
mumbers of Type 178 were serving in infaniry and
cavalry reconnzissance groups. The Type |78 soquitied
itself well i combnz, but poor doctringe and & confused
commasd struchme never allowed |t co fight in cohesive
feemntions ar sdequate nambers,
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RMN16 CA San Giorgio

SPECIFICATIONS

DISPLACEMENT: 11,300 ons
SPEED: 230 krdls
RANGE: 2 640 nautical méas &t 10 knots

ARMAMENT (original)
Four 10-neh guns, eigit 7.5-inch gurs,

elghtean 3-inch guns, and three 17 S<nch lomado fubes

The San Ciiergde and her siseer ship San Marco were
lsanched in 1908, Ongically fted with just o mainmast
the cluss was fitted with & foremast in 1916, During
World War | the srmament of both vessels was modified to
Incrense mntiziroraft protection. By the thirdes the class
was ohsolete, San Giorgio was converted 1o a coasial
defense vessel: ber AA armamant wisd increpsed and ber
torpedo wibes removed  Sae Marce was converied (o @
gt drone and served in this copecity during 1931-35,
Druring World War 11 Sas Ginrgie was stationed ai
Tedoruk do bolsier the harber's AA defense. Damaged by
baimbs, abe was scuptied by her crew on fasuary T2, [941.
San Marco was scuttled b avoid capeure by the Genmans.

FANT CA Foch

The Foch wis o Suffren Clags craisee, The other o ships
in ihe elass were the Dupleix and Cotbert. The class was
constructed dusing the twenties, with no two ships exactly
alike. The Foch did mot hove the secondory coal-fired
boilers built into the Suffren and Colbert, but she did
retain the pecdundomi coal banker.,

The Suffren wis Inberned sl Alesandiy from June 15960
to May (943, Duaring this time her AA srmament was

SPECIFICATIONS subetantinfly |mereased. .'Jhu survived the war and went on

DISPLACEMENT: 12,780 tons ARMAMENT (variod per ship) to-serve in the Fiar Enat imo the 10608, “The other three

SPEED: 31 knats Eight 8+n guns, ight 3,5-in guns, :ﬁr; o lwhb:H at T“l?;; ';ﬂ;ﬂf: :l:hf:ﬁd n

] 4 , anly to be scrapped. rix raksed,
RANGE: 3,700 nautical miles-at 17 knots sight 37mm gums, and twerty 13.2mm Ad guna i bodtn e et i i

The Arkansas was @ Wroming Class battleship, This twe-

ablp class wos wn enloeged version of the basic Florids

USNGD BB-33 Arkansas (1942)

SPECIFICATIONS

DISPLACEMENT: 27,700 tans ARMAMENT {ariginal)
SPEED: 20.5 knoits Twitve 12-Inch gung Secondary annament:
RANGE: 8,000 nautical miles at 10 knots  Twanty one S-inch guns,

gnd twa 2t-inch torpedo lubes

design, [ke the Florids, the Wioming Class was (o bave
manted 14-inch guns, but production delays op the new
armamene means the ships were fitted watl 12-inch guns.
To incrense firepower, the Whowming Class was fined with
o skxth twin 12-inch turret firing aft

The Wyoming way domilitarized under the London
Mavel Treaty. She became p tralnieg vessel in 19317,
Fearmed during the war, she served in oo ant-Komikaze
research group. Arkansd lost ber coge-masl during o
1940-4| modernization, During the war she served a5 a
bombardment vesse] off Nommandy aad beo Jima
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Shermans on the Rocks

Tac News Scenario #5 San Pletro Italy, December 15 1943: The 15t Armored
: Division landed in [taly during October of 1943. Since then the
division stood idle awaiting a suitable engagement. This was
embarrassing. First Armor was in Italy at Gen. Mark Clark’s
personal insistence. If he didn’t use the division, and use it
soon, it was going to be taken from him. Desperate for an
armored demonstration of some sort, Clark seized on San Pietro.
The San Pietro battlefield was anything but favorable for
tanks. The only viable road leading to the village crossed three
small bridges. These potential choke points were no doubt
mined and covered by antitank guns. Offroad approaches were
blocked by rocky ravines and terraced vineyards. Both armored
and infantry field commanders argued against using tanks, but
Clark was adamant. Company A of the 753rd Independent Tank
Battalion was thus ordered to take San Pietro,

SET-UP AND SUGGESTED VICTORY CONDITIONS

The Germana ser up anywhere excepl for the frst two hex rows on southert edge. The
Americans enter along the southem edge. .ﬁ.mm':ul. (LTEN] capmrnnd hold baildings to win,

TIME CHART oy
Battle runs from [1:00AM o 7:00PM @ S‘ @ @ N ‘

' J I L. ELEMENTS OF 29TH PANZERGRENADIER DIVISION

One complete Panzergrenadier Infantry Company (Motorized)
il Im (For details see the enclosed table of organization)
Reinforced by a five-vehicle platoon of Mkill Sturmgeschiitz

COMPANY A OF 753RD INDEPENDENT TANK BATTALION (reinforced)
M4 Sherman | re mmand Infantry
Py 1] el
BOrmam .30 cal 6
16 3 9 4 6 2.36-inch
SUGGESTED SPECIAL RULES AFTERMATH: The attack commenced on December 15. Company A

1. The Germans are veleran troops with superior commanders.  split itself into two pincers, One arm swung west to interdict German
2. The Americans are veteran troops with superior commanders.  reinforcing attempts; the other, supported by infantry, took a direct route
3. Terraced hexes delineate elevations. Terraces consisted of 8 {55 San Pietro. As the shooting started both pincers began to fragment.
tree: studded stone wall, running between three to seven feel Il oy jeqd tank heading directly into San Pietro crossed the first bridge, but
Tc"."m haxat. slop “?h.'mlﬂ movement. To cross o temace, & following tank hit a mine. This side racked the next three Shermans
Tl MR WL Al et e L IO E“u:;mm: into an ambush and they were knocked out by sturmgeschiitz. Tanks
RSN ot A b uon: din N T AR RRA R atlempting to bypass these hulks hit mines in the road shoulder. Others

movement phase, when it must roll a six or less. Failing that = ' : ;
sttempt, & nine or less on the next movement phase. Each time rying offroad approaches either threw tracks or turned turtle in ravines.

a werraced hex is crossed, there is @ 209% chance of throwing s By day's end, Company A was reduced to just two tanks.

track. Infantry cross terraces at o penalty,
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