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The German Counterattack
At 6:30 AM on July 14, Frost’s 2nd Battalion was hit by
a withering deluge of mortar and indirect machine
gun fire. Before the shock subsided, a wave of infantry
hurling smoke and fragmentation grenades slammed
into Frost’s right and hurled the Red Devils off Johnny
III. The British quickly counterattacked but were
repulsed.

The attackers were fallschirmjäger from First Machine
Gun Battalion of the 1st Parachute Division,
commanded by Major Werner Schmidt. Schmidt’s
battalion, air-lifted into Sicily from the Italian
mainland on the morning of July 13, was ordered to
maintain lines of communication from Lentini to
Catania. To avoid Allied serial reconnaissance, the
fallschirmjäger positioned themselves in an almond
grove 2,000 yards southwest of the Primosole Bridge;
directly in 1st Brigade’s flight path. These elite troops,
of whose presence the British were completely
ignorant, were responsible for the murderous AA fire
over the bridge area.

After beating back Frost’s counterattack the Germans
consolidated their position on Johnny III and
delivered a fresh barrage of mortar and machine gun
fire igniting a swirling grass fire on Johnny II. With the
British blinded by choking smoke the Germans, with
the support of three armoured cars, poised to deliver
the coup de grâce. At this critical moment the heretofore
dead radio of Frost’s naval liaison crackled to life.
Communication was established offshore with HMS
Newfoundland and within minutes the fallschirmjäger
were pounded into retreat by six-inch naval artillery.
Though the crisis had passed, Schmidt’s attack left
Frost in a dilemma. The battle plan called for Frost to
cover the brigade’s southern flank against attack from
Axis forces retreating in the face of XIII Corps. Instead,
he was struck from an area supposedly secured by 1st

and 3rd Battalions. Since Lathbury left for the bridge
Frost had had no other contact with the brigade. Left
with the options of moving towards the bridge,
staying put, or retreating to XIII Corps, Frost decided
to stay put come hell or high water.

While Frost hung by his fingernails, Pearson
experienced a quiet morning. The immediate threat, a
battalion of 213th Italian Coastal Defense Division,
had been routed during the night by aggressive
patrolling. Several convoys were also ambushed but
German truckers proved better fighters than Italian
regulars. A grenade hurled from a truck peppered
Lathbury with fragments and the drivers even
managed a meager counterattack. Led by Captain
Franz Stangenberg, a fallschirmjäger staff officer, a
twenty-man detail attacked the bridge’s northern face.
Tattooed by small-arms fire, they retired to Catania for
reinforcements. 

At 9:30 AM, Pearson’s radio briefly sputtered to life
and Lathbury had his only conversation with XIII
Corps during the battle. The news was not good.
Despite a three-day forced march, Dempsey’s bone-
weary troops were beaten to the punch. Small mobile
bands of Germans had delayed XIII corps some three
hours and there was no hope of immediate relief.
Lathbury counseled with Pearson. Unaware of Frost’s
difficulties, they moved the majority of 1st Battalion
across the river to cover the vulnerable northern flank
against the inevitable sortie from Catania. 

The redeployment proved wise. After directly
telephoning Rome, Captain Stangenberg received
permission to strip Catania of German military
personnel. He hastily press-ganged a 150-man radio
company commanded by Capt. Erich Fassel, approxi-
mately 250 administrative troops, and a forward
observer from the two-gun 88mm Flak battery
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covering Catania airfield. Motor pools and
repair shops were also gleaned, yielding
an assortment of vehicles, including one
self-propelled and several towed AT guns. 

At 1:00 PM, Stangenberg raced down the
highway, striking Pearson with a series of
sharp attacks. Although these attacks were
vigorously pressed, forcing Pearson to
contract his perimeter, they were merely a
diversion covering Fassl's signals
company they forded the river some 400
yards downstream. When Fassl made the
far bank, Stangenberg withdrew and
directed a brief but intense barrage across
the river shattering the thinly manned
British defenses. When Fassl attacked he
rolled forward, taking a number of dazed
prisoners, advancing to the bridge’s
southern face where he was pinned by
automatic fire from the two pillboxes.
Temporarily checked the Germans none
the less maintained a relentless pressure,
forcing Pearson to abandon the northern
bank at 5:30 PM. The retreating Red Devils
raced directly across the Primosole,
dodging ricochets through the girders.

Although the situation was now
stabilized, Lathbury took no solace. The
protracted combat exhausted his mortar
and antitank ammunition; without heavy
weapons there was no way to interdict the
northern bank. As British fire slackened,
Stangenberg moved his self-propelled gun
to the water’s edge where, with two rapid
shots at point blank range, it obliterated
both pillboxes with direct hits. With the
bulwark of his defense eliminated and
relief now twelve hours overdue,
Lathbury ordered retreat. 

It was a bitter defeat. Just an hour later, at
7:30 PM, Sherman tanks from Brigadier
R.H. Senior’s Durham Light Infantry
Brigade, the vanguard of XIII Corps,
emerged from the olive groves south of
Johnny I. Despite Col. Frost’s urging, the
British armour, lacking proper infantry
support, refused further advance. 

Operation FUSTIAN, and Monty’s hope
for quick victory, was over. It was going to
be a long slog to Messina.
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Coming in 2016�2017 from GHQ

Now Available

The GHQ forums at www.ghqmodels.com are informative,
friendly and free to join. You’ll find gaming, modeling,
painting info, and more for newbies and old hands alike!

August 31, 2016
USN92 "Hog Island" Type B (Design 1024) 
HJN5 DDG-173 Kongo
G588 Marder I - on Lorraine chassis
R75 ZiS-5 Transport/Bus
UK106 Indian Pattern Carrier Mk II
N597 Boxer IFV
MJ3 Type 89 IFV
AC112 F-22 Raptor

October 31, 2016
IJN57 CVL Ryuho
UKN54 CA Berwick
US108 40mm Bofors, 2-1/2 ton GMC SWB
US109 2-1/2 ton GMC Short Wheel Base
AC113 Messerschmitt Bf 110
AC114 Mi-28
N598 ERC 90 Sagaie
W108 BM-27 Urugan
W109 SA-10 Grumble

December 31, 2016
USN93 AVP-10 Barnegat class
GWG24 Destroyers V1-S24
US110 US Trailers
AC115 Macchi C.202 Folgore
W110 KamAZ 4350 4x4 Truck
W111 KamAZ 5350 6x6 Truck
W112 KamAZ 6350 8x8 Truck
TW27 T-55 Enigma

February 28, 2017
UKN55 Merchant Aircraft Carrier
HUS21 STOVL Pack
AC116 Westland Lysander
G589 Opel Blitz, open-back w/fuel drums
AC117 IL-28 Beagle
N599 M114 Howitzer
W113 BMD-4
N600 Leopard II A4

April 30, 2017
GWB35 CL Birmingham
HUS22 CVN-78 Gerald R. Ford
AC118 Blenheim Mk.4 Bomber
UK107 Self-propelled Bofors AA on Morris
G590 Opel Blitz, open-back
SK5 K21 IFV
N601 MAN KAT-1 Tanker Truck
N602 Western Civilians

June 30, 2017
N603 M1082 & M1095 FMTV Trailers
N604 Zombies!
N605 MICLIC
IS19 Pereh Missile Carrier

HRC7 TYPE 072A - Modern Chinese Landing Ship, 1/pk $11.95
GWH6 ERZHERZOG KARL - WWI Austro-Hungarian pre-dreadnought, 1/pk $16.95
UK105 6 POUNDER AT GUN - Towed by T-16 Carrier; similar to Windsor, 2/2/2 $11.95
G587 MERCEDES G3A TRUCK - Cargo version, 5/pk $11.95
N596 M103A2 - US heavy tank used 1957-74, 5/pk $11.95
W107 T-72 B3M - Russian upgraded T-72, 5/pk $11.95
MJ1 TYPE 10 TANK - Modern Japanese main battle tank, 5/pk $11.95
MJ2 TYPE 96 APC - Modern Japanese APC, 5/pk $11.95
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