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“Comics are always meant to help us take a look at ourselves and laugh-something 

sorely needed in Mormon Culture. Enid, with her wise-aleck streak, her unusual and 

difficult home life, and her overly developed brain, is no usual Mormon fifteen year 

old girl. With late-night imaginary conversations with long-dead prophets, well-told 

moments of loneliness and self doubt, snarky Sunday-class encounters, vulnerable, tense 

conversations with her closeted best friend, to midnight faith crises, Enid brings 

something real, something faith-affirming, something beyond Happy Valley and seminary 

videos and Saturday’s warrior to the LDS audience.”

-Sarah Dunster, author of Lightning Tree and Mile 21

“The Garden of Enid gave me the chance to meet one of the best characters in Mormon 
fiction. From the beginning, she’s sharp, sardonic, and frighteningly straightforward-it 

was hard to know whether to be amused or intimidated by this self-proclaimed weird 

Mormon girl. But she’s so delightfully unassuming, it wasn’t long before she drew me 

in. Enid made me wonder what it’s like to fly through the cosmos as an unorganized 

intelligence, made me think about what God wonders when he lies in bed at night, and 

taught me how to make it through Girls’ Camp safely. Get to know her: this book is 

a classic whether you rush through it from cover to cover or linger over each moment.”

-James Goldberg, author of The Five Books of Jesus

“I’m at a loss how to convey how deeply The Garden of Enid: Adventures of a Weird 
Mormon Girl affected me. Enid is witty, insightful, ardent, and captures many of the 
particular and quirky aspects of Mormonism. More than that, I found myself drawn into 

this fully realized character in unexpected ways. Her wholehearted engagement with life as 

she tries to find her place in the world had me rooting for her success over and over. 

I ended up genuinely caring about Enid and her story. Hales has created a world that 

will be an enduring addition to Mormon Literature. Don’t miss this delightful work.”

-Steven L. Peck, author of A Short Stay in Hell and The Scholar of Moab

“They told us we were a chosen generation. And now I know why: We get to 

read The Garden of Enid ! Your Mormon nerd cred is directly proportional to 
how many of these cartoons you laugh at. The Garden of Enid has it all: laughs, 
esoterica, faith, messy hair, messy people, and messy endings. The best Mormon 

comic collection since Cal Grondahl and Pat Bagley”
-Stephen Carter, author of iPlates
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from the author

When I started The Garden of Enid, I hadn’t done any 
serious cartooning in more than a decade. As a teenager, I 
drew all the time, toting a sketchpad with me wherever I 
went. In high school, I divided my senior year between the 
art room and the school newspaper office, where I worked 
as an editorial cartoonist. A year after that, I started college 
as an art major at Ricks College (now BYU–Idaho), where I 
got my first real training in perspective and figure drawing.

After my mission, though, I changed my major and 
spent the next thirteen years chasing a PhD in English. 
I don’t know why, but I gave up drawing at this time. I 
didn’t even doodle in the margins of my notebooks. 

I started The Garden of Enid a few weeks before 
the start of my last semester as a doctoral student. My 
dissertation on Mormon novels was ninty-eight percent 
complete, and I was focusing mainly on finding a job in a 
merciless academic job market—and being a dad to four 
daughters. For some reason, drawing a webcomic about 
a weird Mormon girl helped me stay sane in an otherwise 
insane time in my life. 

I don’t know why the comic became as popular as it did. 
At first, it seemed like no one was reading, and I kept it 
anonymous in case it sucked. Enid was not well-developed, 
and I only had a vague idea what would happen to the 
other characters I was tossing haphazardly into the series. 
Some of them, like her home teacher and Brother Booth—
the creepy guy who puts his arm around everyone—didn’t 
go anywhere. But others—her mom, Kyle, Sister Poe, and 
Bishop Parker—developed effortlessly. 

As her story took shape, so did the readership, and over 
the course of about a week, her followers on Tumblr went 
from about 500 to 6,000. Many of these readers thought 



Enid was real. They sent me messages of encouragement 
and support. One sent me her phone number and told 
me to call if I needed to talk. At times, I thought about 
throwing the curtain back to expose the truth. I dropped 
subtle clues that everything was fiction. But few readers 
seemed to pick up on them. 

So I placed a disclaimer on the Tumblr blog, which no 
one seemed to notice, and another on Facebook. I felt that 
absolved me of any deception.

This book, of course, can’t recreate the experience of 
reading The Garden of Enid in real-time. But I hope the 
original webcomic readers revisit it and still find in Enid 
what initially drew them and others to her story. I’ll be the 
first to admit that the art is not great and sometimes the 
writing is clunky—but it fits the rough, unpolished nature 
of Enid’s story—supporting the illusion that these comics 
are the work of a teenager in the process of finding herself. 

Mostly, I hope readers see themselves in Enid’s struggle 
to navigate faith and relationships. While I’ve never really 
had her issues—or courage—I know others have. They 
feel a deep kinship with her. She has never been me, but 
always her own person. I wrote and drew these comics, but 
her voice was always in my head—separate and distinct—
directing my pen.

Scott Hales
Eagle Mountain, Utah

September 2016



foreword
by Jana riess

Scott Hales will probably be the first to tell you that he 
is not Enid and that this is not an autobiographical comic. 
But I’m sure I won’t be the last to tell you that I am Enid, or 
I at least can see many parts of myself in her story. 

Enid’s relatability is why I was so immediately drawn 
to the comic about this funny, smart, but very vulnerable 
fifteen-year-old girl. Like Enid, I had a lot of questions 
about faith as a teenager and, frankly, a fair amount of 
judgmentalism about other people’s judgmentalism. And, 
like Enid, I was in a precarious situation with regard to 
family and financial security. I was a year younger than 
Enid when my own family fell apart. Like Enid, it was a 
church congregation that helped me through it, though in 
my case those people were not Mormon. Seeing the way 
Enid’s ward of flawed but loving individuals take care of 
her is, for me, the heart of this comic—and the heart of 
the Mormon gospel I eventually came to believe in.

Enid believes in “a colorful God who likes weird 
questions.” As such, she chafes sometimes at the 
narrowness of other views, like those of her seminary 
teacher, who sees the gospel as clear-cut and who wears 
her Sunday best even to watch General Conference on TV. 
But Enid also comes to understand that this teacher, and 
most other adults at church, are doing the best they can to 
live and love. The colorful God who likes weird questions 
loves those people too, just as He loves Enid; so, too, is 
Enid called to love them, even when it’s hard. To me this 
is the central message of The Garden of Enid: to love one 
another even when it’s hard.



There is much that Enid does not understand, just as 
there is much that I do not understand. But she makes me 
laugh, gives me hope for the future, and teaches me that 
it’s okay to be myself: a weird Mormon girl. 

Jana Riess
Cincinnati, Ohio

October 2016



turn, fortune, turn thy wheel with smile or frown;

With that wild wheel we go not up or down;

our hoard is little, but our hearts are great.

-from “enid’s song,” alfred, lord tennyson

My garden! when the world was dark and cold,

and troubles gathered thickly round my way,

i wandered there my feelings to unfold.

-emmeline B. Wells

in presenting the lessons on “the latter-day saint 

Girl” avoid being “preachy;” make your stories and 

illustrations as realistic and concrete as possible. We 

suggest that you introduce to the class an imaginary 

girl. let her stand before them. do not make her 

too saintly or invest her with impossible virtues, but 

help the members to see her as a real, fun-loving, 

pure-minded, healthy “Mormon” girl.

-instructions for ylMia leaders, November 1914



december 16

enid vs. the Home teacher



december 30

enid vs. the McConkie Crush



January 15

enid vs. the Primary song



february 12

enid vs. the Modesty Police



March 7

enid vs. the intellectual stalker Within



March 13

enid vs. sunday instruction



March 15

enid vs. scripture study



March 16

enid vs. Knowing



March 27

enid vs. anger Management



March 29

enid vs. the turning Heart



continued

enid vs. the turning Heart



continued

enid vs. the turning Heart



continued

enid vs. the turning Heart



continued

enid vs. the turning Heart



april 9

enid vs. the Noise



april 12

enid vs. the sisterhood



continued

enid vs. the sisterhood



continued

enid vs. the sisterhood



april 23

enid vs. the toilet Brush



april 25

enid vs. the lingo



May 29

enid vs. the report



June 15

enid vs. a Hard time



continued

enid vs. a Hard time



continued

enid vs. a Hard time



June 18

enid vs. Bugs



continued

enid vs. the take Home



continued

enid vs. the take Home



continued

enid vs. the take Home



selected Notes 

and Commentary

Enid vs. The Home Teacher This is the first Enid comic I ever drew. She was 
invented on the page. I didn’t spend any time on character design. The comic 
is OK. Nothing came of Bro. Harding, the home teacher, but many of the ele-
ments that later became staples of the series appear at the starting line. 
Enid’s basic design has not changed. We see her round head, big eyes, big 
mouth, and pom-pom pigtails. Her snarkiness and irreverence are also here. 
The rough, unfinished look of the series grew less rough and unfinished over 
time, but I think it retained the openness and looseness of this layout. Enid 
vs. The Mother In an earlier version of this comic, Enid focused too much 
attention on her mother’s physical appearance and not enough on her in-
ternal struggles. I think this new version does a much better job of setting 
up their relationship. Enid vs. The Ward Chorister I once drew a comic 
about a sarcastic Beehive who freaks out when a guy pulls a Glock out dur-
ing fast and testimony meeting. But I never posted the comic online be-
cause the guy looked too much like a prominent Mormon. Enid vs. The 
Church Dance This is the first comic to showcase an Enid novelty t-shirt. 
The t-shirt design isn’t mine. Somebody came up with it about a decade 
ago, advertised it in Utah and Idaho, and made some people uncomfort-
able. Enid vs. The Cupcake This is my favorite early Enid comic. I never 
had a cupcake lesson, but I had similar cringe-worthy chastity lessons. Enid 
vs. The Crush When I drew this comic, I had no idea that Kyle would be-
come a major character. Nor did I know that the sacrament would become 
a major motif throughout the series. Enid vs. Alvin Gittins This is a silly 
cartoon. I guess it is technically Joseph Smith’s first appearance in the com-
ic. It reflects my own tastes as far as Joseph Smith portraiture is concerned. 
Enid vs. Personal Progress I originally wanted Enid’s character design to 
consist mainly of simple geometric shapes arranged to look like a person. 
As the series progressed, though, she took on a more organic look. This 
cartoon shows her in the middle of the transition. Enid vs. Scout Sunday 
Apparently, Enid is a Life Scout. I assume she got the scout shirt in the lost 
and found. Enid vs. The Backstory This is the first comic that delves into 
Enid’s mother’s life. Originally, it tried to explain her physical appearance, 
but I revised it to focus more on her relationship with Enid. Enid vs. The 
McConkie Crush Sister Hunter is the stereotypical Mormon who came of 
age in the mid-twentieth century. She is based on people I have known in 
the church, none of whom was ever my seminary teacher. I had great semi-
nary teachers. Enid vs. The Project Tina is a character I never again revisit 



in the story. Early in the series, we get a number of characters whose sto-
ries never catch on. Enid vs. The Fake Mustache As the series pro-
gressed, Enid’s fake mustache became a way to show her weirdness as 
well as her vulnerability. At times, the mustache functions as a shield 
against human connection and the outside world. Other times, it repre-
sents her unrelenting defiance of convention. Enid vs. The Primary 
Song This comic introduces one of the central conflicts in the series—the 
mystery of Enid’s father. At the time, I had no idea where it would lead. 
Enid vs. The Poodle Skirt As a youth, I once dressed up like Jack Kerouac 
for a 50s dance. I still haven’t read On the Road. Enid vs. Deep Doctrine 
I think this is the first cartoon in the series that begins to play in the 
Mormon funhouse. Enid vs. The Dog Food I’d never heard a story like 
this before, but my wife said it was a staple of Young Women classes in 
the 1990s. Enid vs. The Hipster Glasses Every ward, unfortunately, has 
someone like Bro. Booth. Enid vs. Mormon History This is a revision of 
a breakthrough comic in the series. Allowing Enid to interact with histori-
cal and cultural figures gave me a way to address certain issues in a fun 
and thought-provoking way. It remains my favorite aspect of the Enidverse. 
Enid vs. The Surprise More than anything else in Mormon literature, 
Steven Peck’s work influenced the oddball quality of the series. His work 
has an element of unreality in it that I find exhilarating. Enid vs. The 
Libido When I was a lonely undergraduate at BYU-Idaho, I used to tie a 
blanket around my neck and call myself “Captain Chastity.” I would zoom 
around campus and split up cuddling couples with my annoying super-
powers. Enid vs. Scratchboard Theology This was another break-
through comic in the series. It was the first time I felt I could use it to say 
something profound and meaningful. Enid vs. Her Imagination Chunk 
is based on a doll my wife owned by the same name. Enid vs. Mormon 
Pop I revised this comic for the collection, but I still dislike it. It was the 
first to employ the square four-panel format. Enid vs. Skinny Jeans I 
really liked this comic when I drew it, but I never posted it online as part 
of the series. I can’t remember why I didn’t post it. Enid vs. The 
Intellectual Stalker Within This comic introduces Enid’s infatuation 
with President Uchtdorf. It seemed like a good idea at the time. Enid vs. 
The Joseph Smith Papers The Joseph Smith Papers project is one of the 
most exciting things happening in the church today. Few church members 
appreciate its priceless value and ambitious scope. I give my respect to 
everyone involved in it. Enid vs. The Echo Chamber Like Enid, I have a 
love/hate relationship with the Bloggernacle. I like that church members 
and other interested parties have a platform for sharing their thoughts on 
Mormonism. But I sometimes worry when I see a blogging community 
becoming an echo chamber. That’s when it starts to lose the vibrancy that 
first made it appealing. Enid vs. The Alternative Enid’s shirt references 
what may be Mormonism’s first integrated rock band. I have a digital copy 
of their album floating around somewhere. Enid vs. Required Reading 
Story of my life. Enid vs. Sunday Instruction I’m often convinced there 



scott Hales is a writer and cartoonist from Cincinnati, 
ohio. He is the creator of the webcomics the Garden of 
enid : adventures of a Weird Mormon Girl and Mormon 
shorts . scott has an Ma and Phd in english from 
the University of Cincinnati and a Ba in english from 
Brigham young University. He has published on american 
literature, comics, and Mormon fiction and poetry in various 
journals, including the edgar allan Poe review , international 
Journal of Comic art , and religion and the arts . He has 
also published fiction and comics in dialogue : a Journal of 
Mormon thought and sunstone . scott currently lives in 
Utah with his wife, sarah, and their five children.
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