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Points of Interest 
Despite his objection to leadership and eventual removal from church membership, Oliver Olney remained in Nauvoo 
and was a first-hand witness to many key events such as the growth of Freemasonry, rumors of polygamy, and migration 
plans to the Rocky Mountains. His record offers invaluable “outsider” verification of themes and events important to 
Nauvoo history. 

Key topics with page samples 

• Olney reports on the rumors of polygamy circulating around Nauvoo (pp 66, 89–90, 110–11). 
• Olney talks about Masonry coming into Nauvoo and Church leaders becoming masons (pp 5, 12–13, 16-

17, 43, 53).  
• Olney writes about the plan of the Church to move to the Rocky Mountains (pp 78–79, 87–90, 106–9). 
• Olney includes his own personal spiritual manifestations, including meeting with twelve ancient 

prophets he refers to as the Ancient of Days (46–47, 95–96) . 
• The book includes Olney’s published works: The Absurdities of Mormonism Portrayed and Spiritual 

Wifery at Nauvoo Exposed (pp 241, 275). 

 

Excerpt 

[Folder	number	3]	Citty	of	Nauvoo	June	4th	1842	
I	again	have	arived	at	the	Citty	of	Note	with	feelings	of	no	ordinary	kind	as	
there	is	yet	much	a	doing	in	the	name	of	the	Lord	The	Inhabitsants	of	the	Citty	
Together	did	meet	to	establish	an	order	of	things	that	zion	may	be	great	They	
apointed	Candidates	The	county	to	rule	some	of	the	Church	others	not	that	a	
sympethy	of	feelings	mite	exist	Again	I	Look	at	the	storys	that	takes	the	daily	
rounds	that	raises	much	smoke	if	there	is	not	much	fire	As	there	is	a	connection	
Between	smoke	and	fire	so	I	must	say	of	the	doings	of	the	Citty	and	the	storys	
afloat	Some	noted	ones	of	the	Citty	is	said	to	have	power	to	seal	the	assurance	of	
an	eternal	rest	if	their	doings	have	ben	ever	so	bad	It	is	don	threw	the	orthoroty	
of	the	P-hood	that	threw	the	institution	of	masonry	they	have	received	Of	
masonry	I	cannot	speak	But	of	their	works	I	will	venture	to	say	will	far	excede	
anything	that	can	be	found	in	the	history	of	our	American	soil	since	our	fathers	
fought	And	gained	their	Independance	By	the	shedding	of	blood	Report	says	
much	is	adoing	amongst	the	two	sex	that	is	unlawful	unwise	and	degrading	in	
every	sense	of	the	word	The	heathen	would	blush	at	it	As	I	of	late	have	herd	that	
daily	salutes	my	ears	as	I	am	a	passing	and	repassing	threw	the	Citty	of	Nauvoo	
that	infants	are	found	of	which	no	account	has	ben	given	of	them	I	pass	by	the	
perticulars	and	speak	on	general	terms	and	say	their	is	to	much	smoke	to	say	
their	is	no	fire	I	now	draw	to	a	close	and	say	The	half	is	not	told	
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