
 
 
 

American Classic Golf Club (DE) 
Public Facility FlingGolf Case Study 

 
Austin Ebersole, the Head Golf Professional, and his crew at American Classic Golf Club in 
Lewes, Delaware have quickly developed a fun, profitable FlingGolf League that is loved by both 
his existing golfing members and a new group of first timers on the course.  The weekly league 
is competitive, but with an atmosphere of family friendly fun, and also drives FlingGolf play in 
the community during public playing hours, and other revenue. 
 

“It was awesome seeing all the new faces we were getting.” 
 
Tell us about American Classic. 
 
American Classic Golf Club is a 9 hole public golf course in the beach community of Lewes, 
Delaware. We prioritize fun, and have a mission to have all of our golfers love the course and 
feel like they are a part of the American Classic Family.  
 
How did you first hear about FlingGolf? 
 
We first heard about FlingGolf in Orlando at the PGA Show in 2019 and then through National 
Golf Course Owners Association communications. 
 
What did you do first to get started with FlingGolf at American Classic? 
 
At first, we watched some YouTube videos about "Fling" to see what it was about. I wasn't at 
the PGA Show, but our golf course manager was very excited to tell me about it. After watching 
a few videos, I just had to try it so I bought the course a couple of sticks for our team to try out. 
 
How did your staff take to FlingGolf? 
 
Our staff fell in love with FlingGolf very quickly! With us being a small family business and 
predominately in our 20's / 30's, this was a new and fun way to play golf. We are very 
competitive, but we also love to try new things. As soon as the sticks arrived, we were out 



launching golf balls trying to figure out what the best way was to play. We truly were hooked 
from the start.  
 
 

 
 

“The best thing about our league is the atmosphere and how 
excited people are to play for the first time as well as for the 
10th time.” 
 
You started a weekly event/league at ACGC in 2019 and then repeated it again in 2020.  Tell 
us about that.  
 
As soon as our staff got our hands on the FlingSticks, and with our competitive nature, we knew 
we had to start a league. Our course is in a popular retirement / vacation area, but there never 
seems to be enough things to do for young adults who live here. We knew that once people got 
their hands on the sticks, they would get hooked just like we did. In 2019, we had our FlingGolf 



League (FGL) on Monday nights and we averaged around 12-15 players every week from June 
to August. Then in 2020, we decided to move our league to Friday evenings in hope of 
improving the atmosphere since we all agree that people are much happier on Fridays than 
they are Mondays.  
 
Because of this move, we averaged around 25 FlingGolfers every Friday and we were getting 
new people every week. For this summer, we are expecting another spike in players and are 
hoping to average around 30 or more every Friday evening.  We keep the price low and charge 
$10 per player for League play, which includes a FlingStick rental. 
 
How did you get interest from your community?   
 
The best way we got interest was by simply putting the FlingSticks in their hands. We would let 
golfers take them out for a few holes during their golf round, and even let them use them at 
our driving net so they could fling some golf balls. We also got a lot of traction when we would 
post on our Instagram and Facebook page. Those who were on vacation and saw our posts 
were excited to come to our course and try to play because they never heard of it before. It was 
awesome because we got people to our course that never would have thought to swing by 
since they aren't traditional golfers. 
 

“The seniors (golfers) give it a try, and it leads to them 
bringing their children and grandchildren to try.” 
 
What sort of outreach did you use? 
 
We would post on Instagram and Facebook, physically let people throw for free so they could 
try for themselves, and post videos of us playing and having fun. Grandparents then started 
bringing their grandchildren to play FlingGolf while they still played golf, and we started 
capturing the young adult group as well. It was awesome seeing all the new faces we were 
getting. 
 
What were some of the high points of the league? What were some of the challenges?  
 
No doubt the best thing about our league is the atmosphere and how excited people are to play 
for the first time as well as for the 10th time. It's a lot of fun seeing the regulars trying to beat 
their scores from the previous week, and there's tons of laughs from the new players. It's really 
cool though to see the new players improve throughout the round. By the 3rd or 4th hole, they 
have their mechanics down and really start to enjoy playing.  
 
We didn't face a lot of challenges, but one thing that happens in our area is that there's a lot of 
senior citizens and tourists. The seniors give it a try, and it leads to them bringing their children 
and grandchildren to try it since it doesn't take as long to learn as regular golf does. Then with 



the tourists, they obviously don't live here to play every week, but they see our social media 
and get excited to try FlingGolf while on vacation. 
 
What sort of players came out to join? 
 
Player wise, we get young adults, women of all ages, kids as young as 8 years old, and the 
working crowd who is looking for a fun thing to do some evenings. FlingGolf truly isn't limited to 
any single group. 
 
What plans do you have for FlingGolf play at ACGC in 2021 and beyond? 
 
Our biggest plan for FlingGolf is to continue to offer our FlingGolf League on Fridays and focus 
on its atmosphere. When people give it a try and realize how much fun it really is, that's what 
keeps them coming back. We have thrown around the idea of doing some mini-clinics on how 
to play which I think would go over really well and introduce it to those who want to play. I'm 
also planning on incorporating it into my youth golf camps to play and have fun with now that 
FlingGolf offers junior length sticks! 
 
In regards to any changes with our league, we are reopening our cafe at the course in 2021 so 
we expect that the league will grow even more now that the players can grab a bite to eat and 
a drink afterwards. This will just send the atmosphere over the top and make it even more 
popular. 
 
In a broad sense, what are the overarching reasons for success with FlingGolf at ACGC?  
 
FlingGolf honestly connects with our customers because of the style of course we are. We are 
very laid back and put a high priority on having fun, and that's exactly what FlingGolf is. It's a 
new way to play golf, and that fits with the whole vacation theme that our area offers. It does 
help that our staff is also very passionate about it! 
 
Apart from the weekly league play, how have you seen FlingGolf play grow at ACGC?  
 
Other than league play, the biggest growth has been with grandchildren. Like I mentioned 
before, we have a lot of seniors who retire and live here but they are always excited to get their 
grandchildren out on the course with them. It takes years to learn golf, but FlingGolf gets them 
out together within minutes.  
 
In the summer months from Memorial Day to Labor Day, we will see anywhere from 3 to 10 
FlingGolfers per day during public playing hours in addition to the League play.  Initially, we are 
charging $15/round for 9 holes of FlingGolf, including the FlingStick rental, in order to bring 
people in and fill empty tee times, even rounding out a foursome of golfers.  (A typical 9 holes 
of traditional golf is about $25). Those numbers add up to real revenue and we expect them to 
grow as FlingGolf becomes more well known. 
 



You are part of a tight community in Lewes.  How has that community reacted to your 
adoption of FlingGolf? 
 
At this point, FlingGolf has become a part of everything we do here. Our community knows that 
we offer a league in the summer time, and they know that it's not uncommon to see 
FlingGolfers out on the course with traditional golfers. The support has been great, and I 
haven't had one complaint about it in the 2 years we've had it so far. 
 
Anything else that you think other similar courses, or any other course managers/owners 
would be interested in if they were considering getting started with FlingGolf?  
 
The biggest thing is to get the sticks into people's hands and being active about it in your emails 
and social media. It's exciting to try, and people love figuring out what the best way is for them 
to fling the ball. Don't expect to get rich off of it from the start, but don't be afraid to try new 
things. You use the same golf hole, same tee markers, and same scorecard. It's so easy to 
include and offer to your golfers, and you'll be thrilled to see the new faces walking through 
your front door. Think of it as an amenity, and don't be afraid to sell it as an alternative option 
for those who don't want to invest their time and money that regular golf requires.  
 
About American Classic Golf Club and Austin Ebersole 
 
American Classic GC is a small family business in a beach community which people love to 
support, creating an ideal atmosphere for new and average golfers. At the course, you can play 
a quick 9 holes or 18 if you desire, and you will even use every club in your bag. From the 27+ 
bunkers and water hazards, you get the full experience that you would at a country club. ACGC 
offers two teaching professionals, fitness instruction, and a Cafe to grab a bite to eat before or 
after your round. Overall, the club aims for its players to have a great, fun, casual experience. 
 
Austin Ebersole is the Head Golf Professional at American Classic G.C. where he has been 
working since the summer of 2015, originaly as a part of the grounds crew.  He has been a 
certified golf professional since 2017 and has taught over 300 golfers since then, and now 
teaches FlingGolf techniques to anyone who asks. 
 

“Everybody can pay regular golf, these guys can play 
FlingGolf.  Everybody’s happy.  Especially after a couple 
beers.”  Rock Morrison, Owner of American Classic Golf Club. 
 
  
 

https://americanclassicgolf.com/

