
MMPR for Practitioners
In 2001, Health Canada introduced a program to  
allow patients to access marijuana for medical  
purposes. Since the inception of this program the 
number of patients in the program has grown from 
500 to approximately 40,000. In an effort to address 
the public health and safety risks of a program that 
was not designed to support tens of thousands of 
Canadians, Health Canada introduced the Marijua-
na for Medical Purposes Regulations (MMPR). As  
of April 1st, 2014 the only way for your patients to  
access marijuana for medical purposes will be 
through a licensed and regulated producer. The 
introduction of this program now provides you as a 
physician the peace of mind that your patient’s med-
icine is being produced in a licensed, clean, secure, 
and quality controlled environment, and that prod-
ucts are accurately and appropriately labelled.

WHAT’S CHANGED?
As a practitioner who may choose to grant a patient access to medical 
marijuana, there are a few changes to the program that you should know 
about. At Tweed our goal is to provide practitioners and patients with 
the most relevant and up to date information possible. If you have any 
questions about this document or any of the regulatory changes please 
contact Chris Murray Tweed’s Director of Medical Education and Out-
reach (chris@tweed.com).

INDICATIONS FOR USE
The new MMPR no longer places any limitations on the conditions for 
which a practitioner can support access to medical marijuana. 

ACCESS
Patients are now only able to access marijuana for medical purposes 
through licensed producers. Medical marijuana is only accessible via 
secure courier (no “store front” sales are permitted). Patients have the 
option to have medicine shipped to their home, a practitioner’s office, or 
a confirmed shelter/support center.

REGISTRATION
For new patients looking to gain access, and patients who were part 
of the previous system, the process has been streamlined. Patients no 
longer need to have personal information registered and reviewed by 
Health Canada, as Tweed or another licensed producer of your patient’s 
choosing now handles all registration information. This means minimal 
wait times and immediate access for patients.

IN SHORT:

There are no restrictions on  
which patients can be supported 
by their doctor to access medical 
marijuana.

Patients are no longer required to  
register with Health Canada.

All medical marijuana is accessed 
through licensed producers.

Practitioners are now asked to  
designate daily quantities for  
patient consumption.

As before, practitioners are not  
obligated in any way to provide  
patients access to medical  
marijuana
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DOCUMENTATION
Under the new system only two forms of documentation must be  
provided to a licensed producer and Health Canada is no longer required 
to review this process. Patients must provide:

• A Medical Document, which has been signed by their practitioner.
• A signed Registration Form.

If your patients have an “Authorization to Possess” (ATP) issued under 
the old MMAP program after October 1st 2013, this document is now 
issued with a “Valid until” date. This allows patients to use this card 
in place of a “medical document” until the “valid until” date, so that 
practitioners aren’t required to duplicate their effort.   Once this date is 
reached, a new medical document will be required.

ALLOWANCE
As a practitioner you now have more control over the amount of mari-
juana your patient has access too. The new Medical Document, which is 
submitted to licensed producers, requires that you indicate how much 
marijuana your patient should be using on a daily basis:

In addition to designating the daily-allowed amount of medical  
marijuana, practitioners are required to designate the duration of patient 
access, which can be up to a full calendar year.

VERIFICATION OF MEDICAL DOCUMENT
When a patient submits a Medical Document to Tweed, we are  
obligated to contact your office to confirm the contents.

As such, Tweed has included a Consent to Disclose Form with its  
Medical Document so patients may give you permission to speak  
with Tweed.

SUMMARY
The changes as a result of the introduction of the MMPR are designed to 
reduce the burden of the system on patients and to provide them with a 
safe and secure source for their medicine. Health Canada has introduced 
changes that make the process easier for practitioners to provide access 
for patients, while simultaneously offering them more control over pa-
tient consumption.

If you have any questions about the changes to medical marijuana 
regulations or about Tweed please contact Chris Murray our Director of 
Medical Education and Outreach (chris@tweed.com).

Is the average patient’s daily 
consumption of medical marijuana 
according to Health Canada.

STRAIN:

When beginning therapy with 
medical marijuana it is best to 
start with a strain that is lower in 
THC. More experienced patients 
may choose to try different strains 
varying in THC and CBD content 
to best address their symptoms.   

If you have any questions about 
dosage recommendations or what 
strains are most beneficial for 
specific symptoms and conditions, 
please contact our medical educa-
tion team and we would be happy 
to assist you.

The potency and type of the  
marijuana chosen may impact 
efficacy of the therapy.

1-3 grams


