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What is the "In a Nutshell" series?   

 

This is a series of concise, easy to understand information on many popular topics.  You will find 

that many of products in this series can also be found as part of larger publications and/or 

curriculum on the publisher's website.  At the end of each book, you will find a list of questions 

that may be used to help you review the material. 
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                     The Great Seal of New York 

 

Wow! New York! Diversity and contrast, that's New York. The thunderous and spectacular 

Niagara Falls, the rugged mountains of the Adirondacks, the enchanting Catskills, all the lakes 

great and small, the Hudson River, and Fire Island. 

 

And then, there's the city, the Big Apple - New York City, the one and only.  Shop on Fifth 

Avenue, feel the excitement of Times Square, the world of Wall Street 

 

, the vitality of Carnegie Hall. See the city from atop the Empire State Building, and feel the 

emotion of history and the hope of the future at the Statue of Liberty. Magnificent New York! 

 

New York was named by the British to honor the Duke of York and Albany, the brother of 

England's King Charles II, when New Amsterdam was taken from the Dutch in 1664. New York 

became the name of the state and the city. 

 

People who live in New York or who come from New York are called New Yorkers. 

 

Water town

Oswego

Rochester

Syracuse

Ithaca

Bingham ton

Schenectady

A lbany

Buffa lo

Erie C a na l

Hud so n

Rive r

New York C ity

NEW YORK

87

88

87

84

81

90

90

39017

17

495

95

 
 

Map of New York – Capital, Major Cities, Lakes, and Rivers 



STATEHOOD 

 
New York was one of the 13 original colonies and was admitted to the union on July 26, 1788. 

 

 

STATE CONSTITUTION 
 

The New York State Constitution is the fundamental governing document of the state of New 

York.  The Constitution establishes the structure of New York government and enumerates the 

basic rights of the citizens of New York. 

The state of New York State has been governed under five constitutions, the constitutions of 

1777, 1821, 1846, 1894, and 1938.   Currently, the New York State Constitution has 55,326 

words, omitting the title. 

PREAMBLE: We The People of the State of New York, grateful to Almighty God for our 

Freedom, in order to secure its blessings, do establish this constitution. 

 

 

STATE GOVERNMENT 

 
The New York state government is modeled after the federal government and is made up of three 

separate branches of state government – Executive, Legislative, and Judicial. Each branch has 

different powers and different jobs.  The three branches meet in Albany, New York’s state 

capital.  

 

The governor of the State of New York is an elected Constitutional officer, the head of the 

executive branch.  The executive branch executes the law and plans the budget for the state. The 

governor oversees the administration of the state.  The governor is elected to a four-year term 

and may be reelected.  

 

The New York Legislature is the legislative branch of New York state government. It consists of 

the New York State Assembly (150 members) and the New York State Senate (62 members). It 

is the responsibility of the legislature to interpret the laws.  Members of both branches of the 

legislature are elected to two-year terms.  

The role of the judicial branch in New York state government is the same as that of the federal 

judicial branch: to interpret the laws. The court oversees the lower courts and commissions that 

jointly make up the judicial branch.  The New York courts are responsible for the following: 

 interpreting the state constitution and the laws of state and local governments 

 resolving disputes between private citizens or between a private citizen and a state 

agency 

 exercising authority over people accused of crimes or other violations of the law 

 judging claims of individuals against state and local governments 

 

 



U.S. CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION 

 
The legislative branch of the United States government makes laws for our nation and raises and 

distributes money to run the United States government. The most evident part of the legislative 

branch is the United States Congress. Congress is divided into two parts, called houses. The two 

parts are the Senate and the House of Representatives. Congress is referred to as a bicameral 

body because it is made up of two houses. The Latin roots of the word bicameral, "bi" and 

"cameral," mean two chambers or rooms.  

 

Members of the Senate are called Senators and members of the House of Representatives are 

called Representatives. Senators and representatives serving in these two bodies are sometimes 

referred to as congressmen, or women, and sometimes as legislators because their business is to 

legislate or make laws. The role of the legislative branch is defined in the United States 

Constitution. 

 

Each state elects people to represent them in the United States Congress in Washington, DC. The 

citizens of each state elect two senators to represent them in the Senate. They also elect 

representatives to represent them in the House of Representatives. The number of representatives 

each state sends to the House of Representatives is not a specific number like the Senate, but is 

based on the population of the state. The people, that are elected to represent the state's citizens 

in the United States Congress, are referred to as the congressional delegation. 

 

There are 100 senators in the U.S. Senate. Each is elected to a term, in the Senate, of six years. 

There are 435 representatives in the U.S. House of Representatives. Each is elected to a term, in 

the "House," of two years. 

 

The citizens of New York elect 2 people, like every other state, to represent them in the Senate 

and 29 people, based on New York’s current population in the most recent federal census, to 

represent them in the House of Representatives. 

 

STATE SEAL 
 

The Great Seal of New York was first established in 1777 to 

act as the official seal of the state.  In 1778 a second form 

was completed that included a a full coat of arms. In 1882 a 

final law was adopted describing the seal as designed in 

1778. 

 

New York's seal features the state's official Coat of Arms 

encircled by the words "The Great Seal of the State of New 

York".  
 

 
The Coat of Arms is crested by an American eagle, wings outstretched. The eagle stands upon a 

globe, showing the North Atlantic Ocean.  

 

The female figures of Liberty and Justice stand upon a scroll that proclaims "Excelsior", or "Ever 

Upward". Liberty and Justice frame a scene of two ships on a river, with the sun gloriously rising 

above the mountains. 



STATE CAPITAL (Albany) 
 

 

The New York State Capitol is the capitol 

building of the state of New York. Housing the 

New York State Legislature, it is located in the 

state capital city Albany, on State Street in 

Capitol Park. 

 

The building, completed in 1899 at a cost of 

$25 million (worth approximately half a billion 

current dollars), was the most expensive 

government building of its time. It was 

declared a National Historic Landmark in 

1979.  
 

 

The current building is the fourth capitol building. A small building, the Van Gaasbeek house, 

was used briefly at Kingston, New York.  From August 22 to 25, 1777, the Van Schaick House 

at Cohoes was used by Governor George Clinton as the New York State Capitol. After the 

Revolution, a second building was erected on land just in front of the current building. 

 

The present Capitol was constructed between 1867 and 1899. Three teams of architects worked 

on the design of the Capitol during the 32 years of its construction. They were managed by: 

1867-75: Thomas Fuller, 1875-83: Leopold Eidlitz and Henry Hobson Richardson, 1883-99: 

Isaac G. Perry. Fuller, the initial architect, was an Englishman who also designed the Canadian 

Parliament buildings in Ottawa. 

 

Source:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_State_Capitol 

 

 

STATE MOTTO 
 

“Excelsior” 

 

New York's official state motto is simply Excelsior (Ever Upward). The motto appears on the 

state coat of arms, and is featured on New York's state seal and state flag 

 

 

STATE SLOGAN 
 

 

 

 

 

 

State slogan, I Love New York, was adopted May 19, 2009 

 

 

http://www.statesymbolsusa.org/New_York/stateSEAL.html
http://www.statesymbolsusa.org/New_York/stateFLAG.html


STATE FLAG 
 

 

 

A modern version of a Revolutionary War flag, 

today's New York State flag displays the State 

Coat of Arms, adopted in 1778, and centered on a 

dark blue field. 

 
The shield depicts a cloudless sky with a rising sun behind three mountains, the highlands of the 

Hudson River. A three masted, square rigged ship and a Hudson River sloop navigate towards 

each other on the Hudson River representing commerce. The river is bordered by a grassy shore 

fringed with shrubs. 

 

Beneath the shield on a white ribbon is the State Motto, "Excelsior (Ever Upward)," signifying 

the reach for ever higher goals. Above the shield, the crest shows a Bald Eagle, wings spread, 

perched atop a globe depicting the northern Atlantic Ocean. The eagle faces right, a good omen. 

 

On one side of the shield stands "Justice," her hair decorated with pearls. She is blindfolded and 

carries a sword in one hand and a scale in the other hand. These symbols represent the 

impartiality and fairness of justice required to mete out punishment and reward. Justice is clothed 

in gold with a blue belt edged with red. A loose red robe hangs from her. 

 

Opposite Justice, stands "Liberty," holding a pole topped with the Phrygian cap. These caps were 

given to Roman slaves when emancipated and adopted by French Revolutionists as symbols of 

Liberty. A crown is at her left foot, thrown there to symbolize the failed control of the British 

Monarchy. Liberty is clothed in blue and wearing red sandals. Like Justice, a red robe hangs 

from her shoulder and her unbound hair is decorated with pearls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STATUE OF LIBERTY (NATIONAL MONUMENT) 

 
Perhaps the most recognizable woman in the world, 

the Statue of Liberty has come to symbolize 

America itself. It has welcomed immigrants, 

returning citizens and visitors to these shores for 

over 100 years.  

 

The Statue of Liberty was dedicated on October 28, 

1886, designated as a National Monument in 1924 

and restored for her centennial on July 4, 1986. 

 

The Statue of Liberty was a gift of friendship from 

the people of France to the people of the United 

States and is a universal symbol of freedom and 

democracy. 

 

Over the years, the Statue of Liberty's symbolism 

has grown to include freedom and democracy as 

well as this international friendship.  Sculptor 

Frederic Auguste Bartholdi was commissioned to 

design a sculpture with the year 1876 in mind for 

completion, to commemorate the centennial of 
 

the American Declaration of Independence. The Statue was a joint effort between America and 

France and it was agreed upon that the American people were to build the pedestal, and the 

French people were responsible for the Statue and its assembly here in the United States. 

However, lack of funds was a problem on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean. In France, public 

fees, various forms of entertainment, and a lottery were among the methods used to raise funds. 

In the United States, benefit theatrical events, art exhibitions, auctions and prize fights assisted in 

providing needed funds. 

 

Meanwhile in France, Bartholdi required the assistance of an engineer to address structural issues 

associated with designing such a colossal copper sculpture. Alexandre Gustave Eiffel (designer 

of the Eiffel Tower) was commissioned to design the massive iron pylon and secondary skeletal 

framework which allows the Statue's copper skin to move independently yet stand upright. Back 

in America, fund raising for the pedestal was going particularly slowly, so Joseph Pulitzer (noted 

for the Pulitzer Prize) opened up the editorial pages of his newspaper, "The World" to support 

the fund raising effort. Pulitzer used his newspaper to criticize both the rich who had failed to 

finance the pedestal construction and the middle class who were content to rely upon the wealthy 

to provide the funds. Pulitzer's campaign of harsh criticism was successful in motivating the 

people of America to donate. 

 

Financing for the pedestal was completed in August 1885, and pedestal construction was finished 

in April of 1886. The Statue was completed in France in July, 1884 and arrived in New York 

Harbor in June of 1885 on board the French frigate "Isere" which transported the Statue of 

Liberty from France to the United States. In transit, the Statue was reduced to 350 individual 

pieces and packed in 214 crates. The Statue was re-assembled on her new pedestal in four 

months time. On October 28th 1886, the dedication of the Statue of Liberty took place in front of 

thousands of spectators. She was a centennial gift ten years late. 



The story of the Statue of Liberty and her island has been one of change. The Statue was placed 

upon a granite pedestal inside the courtyard of the star-shaped walls of Fort Wood (which had 

been completed for the War of 1812.) The United States Lighthouse Board had responsibility for 

the operation of the Statue of Liberty until 1901.  

 

After 1901, the care and operation of the Statue was placed under the War Department. A 

Presidential Proclamation declared Fort Wood (and the Statue of Liberty within it) a National 

Monument on October 15th, 1924 and the monument's boundary was set at the outer edge of Fort 

Wood. In 1933, the care and administration of the National Monument was transferred to the 

National Park Service.  

 

On September 7, 1937, jurisdiction was enlarged to encompass all of Bedloe's Island and in 

1956, the island's name was changed to Liberty Island. On May 11, 1965, Ellis Island was also 

transferred to the National Park Service and became part of the Statue of Liberty National 

Monument.  

 

In May of 1982, President Ronald Reagan appointed Lee Iacocca to head up a private sector 

effort to restore the Statue of Liberty. Fundraising began for the $87 million restoration under a 

public/private partnership between the National Park Service and The Statue of Liberty-Ellis 

Island Foundation, Inc., to date the most successful public-private partnership in American 

history. 

 

 In 1984, at the start of the Statue's restoration, the United Nations designated the Statue of 

Liberty as a World Heritage Site. On July 5, 1986 the newly restored Statue re-opened to the 

public during Liberty Weekend, which celebrated her centennial. 

 

(Text courtesy of the National Park Service) 

 

 

Statue of Liberty Facts: 

 

 Statue of Liberty Construction Completed: October 28, 1886. 

 Designated U.S. National Monument: October 15, 1924. 

 How Many People Visit Statue of Liberty Each Year: 3.2 million. 

 Statue of Liberty Hours: 8:30am-5:15pm. 

 Statue of Liberty Height in Feet: 305 ft. from ground to tip of flame. 

 Statue of Liberty Weight: 450,000 lbs. (including 60,000 lbs. of copper). 

 Why Is the Statue of Liberty Green: The Statue of Liberty is made of copper, which 

over the years has oxidized to form a green coating (known as a "patina").  

 Is the Statue of Liberty a Man or a Woman: It was modeled after a woman. In fact, the 

face was supposedly modeled after the artist's mother. 

 Is the Statue of Liberty on Ellis Island: No, the Statue of Liberty is on Liberty Island. 

 What Does the Statue of Liberty Tablet Say: The tablet held in the left hand of the 

Statue of Liberty reads "JULY IV MDCCLXXVI" (the date of the United States 

Declaration of Independence). The iconic plaque, stored in the Statue of Liberty 

Museum, features Emma Lazarus's poem "New Colossus." 

 Who Wrote the Statue of Liberty Quote Inscription: Poet Emma Lazarus wrote the 

Statue of Liberty quote inscription (actually a sonnet called "New Colossus") for a 

fundraiser auction to raise money for the Statue of Liberty's pedestal. 



STATE NICKNAMES  
 
The Empire State 

 

New York is called "The Empire State" because of its wealth and variety of resources. This nickname 

appeared on New York license plates from 1951 through the mid-1960s. In 2001, "The Empire State" 

legend returned to New York license plates. 

 

The Excelsior State 

 

This nickname comes from the motto of New York; "Excelsior." New York's motto means "ever 

upward." 

 

The Knickerbocker State 

 

This nickname comes from the pants worn by early Dutch settlers in New York. "Knickerbocker" is a 

German term made up of two words. "Knicker" means box and "bock" is a male goat. This term was 

promoted in Washington Irving's character, Diedrich Knickerbocker in "Knickerbocker History of New 

York." 

 

 

STATE BIRD 
 
 

 

The robin red breast or American robin was initially 

selected as the state bird of New York, but a campaign 

by Mrs. Charles Cyrus Marshall, President of the New 

York Federated Women's Clubs, in 1927 and 1928 

determined that the bluebird was more popular. 

 

It took over forty years however to adopt the bluebird 

as the official state bird of New York. The legislation 

adopting the bluebird as the official state bird was 

signed by Governor Nelson Rockefeller on May 18, 

1970. 

 
Habitat:  Under natural conditions, eastern bluebirds prefer to use cavities in savannah-like 

habitats east of the Great Plains (Rustad 1972). They are an edge species and therefore do not 

live in dense woods or in closely built residential sections of town (Thomas 1946). Like purple 

martins, bluebirds have taken advantage of nest boxes provided in areas around farms, near open 

fields, and in orchards. 

 

Nest:  Eastern bluebird nesting sites (snags) are often eliminated because of their unsightliness or 

interference with cultivation. When available, eastern bluebirds nest in old woodpecker holes, 

hollows of decayed trees, and crevices of rocks (Pearson 1936). They will readily take to hollows 

in wooden fence posts or correctly sized and placed nest boxes (5 x 5 x 8 inches high with a 1.5-

inch hole located 6 inches from the bottom). Boxes should be placed 5 to 10 feet above the 

ground at the edge of a forest opening or field. 

 



Below, you will find 15 general questions to help review what you have 

learned.  Use the following page(s) for documenting your answers.  Older 

students may choose to write a State Report as well. 

 

 

 

Review Questions: 

 

1.  List the states and/or bodies of water that border this state. 

 

2.  What was the date of statehood? 

 

3.  What is the state capital? 

 

4.  What is the state motto? 

 

5.  Name at least one state nickname. 

 

6.  Describe the state flag. 

 

7.  What is the state bird?  

 

8.  What is the state flower? 

 

9.  List at least 5 other state symbols. 

 

10.  Describe this state's government. 

 

11.  Name the major imports and exports for this state. 

 

12.  Describe the weather and climate in this state. 

 

13.  List at least 5 famous people from this state.  

 

14.  Describe at least 5 significant events in this state's history. 

 

15.  What other interesting information have you learned about this state? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Answers to Review Questions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


