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What is the "In a Nutshell" series?   

 

This is a series of concise, easy to understand information on many popular topics.  You will find 

that many of products in this series can also be found as part of larger publications and/or 

curriculum on the publisher's website.  At the end of each book, you will find a list of questions 

that may be used to help you review the material. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



      

 

Indiana State History 

Lapbook Journal 

Study Guide 

 
                                                                                                          The Great Seal of Indiana 

 

Indiana was the name given to the Indiana Territory by the United States Congress when Indiana 

was created from the Northwest Territory in 1800.  It means "Land of Indians." 

 

People who live in or come from Indiana are called Indianans or Indianians or... they're called 

Hoosiers. 
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Map of Indiana – Capital (Indianapolis), Major Rivers 

 

 



STATEHOOD 
 

In 1800, the Indiana Territory was the first new territory established from a portion of the 

Northwest Territory. The territory grew in population and development.  Indiana was admitted to 

the Union as the 19
th

 state on December 11, 1816. 

 

 

STATE CONSTITUTION   

 
Indiana has had 2 constitutions.  The first constitution was created when the Territory of Indiana 

sent forty-three delegates to a constitutional convention on June 10, 1816 to establish a 

constitution for the proposed State of Indiana after the United States Congress had agreed to 

grant statehood. The delegates approved the constitution 33-8.  In preparing Indiana's 

fundamental law they borrowed heavily from existing state constitutions, especially those of 

Virginia, Ohio, and Kentucky. The original constitution was adopted without being submitted to 

the people.    

 

The current constitution is the Constitution of 1851.  It was submitted to the general public in the 

election of 1851 and immediately went into effect and has since remained the highest law in 

Indiana.  Indiana’s constitution consists of a preamble and 16 articles and numerous 

amendments. 

PREAMBLE: TO THE END, that justice be established, public order maintained, and liberty 

perpetuated; WE, the People of the State of Indiana, grateful to ALMIGHTY GOD for the free 

exercise of the right to choose our own form of government, do ordain this Constitution 

 

 

STATE GOVERNMENT 

 
The Indiana state government is made up of three separate branches of state government –

Executive, Legislative, and Judicial and is regulated by the Indiana State Constitution. The three 

branches share power and jointly govern the state of Indiana.  County and local governments are 

also constitutional bodies with limited authority to levy taxes, pass legislation, and create and 

maintain local public infrastructure. 

 

The Governor of the State of Indiana is an elected Constitutional officer, the head of the 

Executive branch, and the highest state office in Indiana. The governor of Indiana has wide-

ranging executive authority to manage the government of the state. These powers are established 

in the Indiana Constitution. The governor works in concert with the Indiana General Assembly 

and the Supreme Court of Indiana to govern the state.  The governor is assisted by other officials 

elected to the executive branch including the Lieutenant Governor and the Attorney General.  

The Governor is elected by popular vote every four years and is limited to two consecutive terms 

with at least a four year span before the same individual can be elected to hold the office of 

governor again. 

 

The Indiana General Assembly is the Legislative branch of Indiana state government.   The 

General Assembly is responsible for enacting the laws by which the State of Indiana is governed.  



It is bicameral and consists of a lower house, the Indiana House of Representatives, and an upper 

house, the Indiana Senate. The Speaker of the House presides over the House, and the Lieutenant 

Governor presides over the Senate.  The General Assembly meets annually at the Indiana 

Statehouse in Indianapolis.  Both houses must pass a bill before it can be submitted to the 

governor and enacted into law.   (Members of the General Assembly are elected from districts 

that are realigned every ten years.) 

 

The Supreme Court of Indiana is the highest judicial body in Indiana. The court oversees the 

lower courts and commissions that jointly make up the Judicial branch. The other courts include 

the Indiana Tax Court, the Indiana Court of Appeals, and circuit, superior, and city or town 

courts.  The courts are assisted by several commissions that are also part of the judicial branch. 

 

STATE REPRESENTATIVES: Representatives in Indiana each represent people in a specific 

area of the state. These areas are called house districts. There are currently100 men and women 

representing 100 house districts in the Indiana House of Representatives. Each representative 

serves for a period of two years in the House of Representatives, after which he or she must run 

for re-election.  Indiana state representatives are not subject to term limits. 

 

STATE SENATORS:  Senators in Indiana each represent people in a specific area of the state. 

These areas are called senate districts. There are currently 50 men and women representing 50 

senate districts in the Indiana Senate.  Each senator serves for a period of four years in the 

Senate, after which he or she must run for re-election.  Indiana state senators are not subject to 

term limits. 

 

 

U.S. CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION 
 

The legislative branch of the United States government makes laws for our nation and raises and 

distributes money to run the United States government. The most evident part of the legislative 

branch is the United States Congress. Congress is divided into two parts, called houses. The two 

parts are the Senate and the House of Representatives. Congress is referred to as a bicameral 

body because it is made up of two houses. The Latin roots of the word bicameral, "bi" and 

"cameral," mean two chambers or rooms. Members of the Senate are called Senators and 

members of the House of Representatives are called Representatives. Senators and 

representatives serving in these two bodies are sometimes referred to as congressmen, or women, 

and sometimes as legislators because their business is to legislate or make laws. The role of the 

legislative branch is defined in the United States Constitution. 

 

Each state elects people to represent them in the United States Congress in Washington, DC. The 

citizens of each state elect two senators to represent them in the Senate. They also elect 

representatives to represent them in the House of Representatives. The number of representatives 

each state sends to the House of Representatives is not a specific number like the Senate, but is 

based on the population of the state. The people, that are elected to represent the state's citizens 

in the United States Congress, are referred to as the congressional delegation. 

 

There are 100 senators in the U.S. Senate. Each is elected to a term, in the Senate, of six years. 

There are 435 representatives in the U.S. House of Representatives. Each is elected to a term, in 

the "House," of two years. 

 



The citizens of Indiana elect two people, like every other state, to represent them in the Senate 

and 10 people, based on Indiana’s Population, to represent them in the House of Representatives. 

 

 

STATE CAPITAL (Indiana Statehouse) 
 

The Indiana State Capitol, the Statehouse, has been the seat 

of Indiana’s government since 1887 and is perhaps the 

grandest 19th-century Neo-Classical Revival building in 

Indiana. Alexander Ralston balanced his plan for the city 

with two symmetrically placed sites on Market Street east 

and west of the circle. The west parcel, a terminal point of 

Market, is the site he chose for a state capitol building. 

 

In 1878, a committee selected Indianapolis architect Edwin 

May to design the new capitol building after an earlier one 

on the site was demolished. His winning concept was an 

extended Greek cross plan with formal entrance pavilions 

on each face, capped by an Italian Renaissance style dome. 

 
Edwin May died in 1880, when only the cornerstone had been laid. The building was completed 

by his assistant, Adolph Scherrer, a Swiss born architect trained in Vienna before coming to 

Indianapolis. Scherrer changed many façade details and supervised construction. The General 

Assembly began meeting in the new Statehouse in 1887, one year before its formal completion. 

 

The Washington Street elevation is an excellent place to begin a tour of the Statehouse. The 

entire building is veneered in Indiana limestone quarried in Lawrence, Owen, and Monroe 

Counties in southern Indiana. The north and south faces are similar, each with Corinthian 

porticoes flanked by pavilions with low domes. Scherrer’s bold, plastic design for the various 

façades included a rusticated base, pedimented window hoods, and pediments on each corner 

pavilion face, richly carved with foliate work. The south elevation fronted on the National Road 

and has more ornamentation. The sculptural program atop the portico is The Westward Journey. 

On the left side of the cornice ledge, Native Americans are forced west, while Euro-American 

pioneers enter from the east. 

 

The interior was carefully restored in the late 1980s. The two courtyards with skylights north and 

south of the rotunda are lined with three story arcades of marble columns. Original oak doorways 

and marble paneling were cleaned as part of the restoration. The wall and ceiling stencil work 

was replicated as were the ornate brass chandeliers. Gold leaf was reapplied to surfaces long 

rendered dull by constant use. The rotunda is one of the city’s magnificent historic spaces. 

 

The diverse collection of monuments on the lawn provides a social and political history of 

Indiana. The Christopher Columbus Monument on the south half, west lawn was sculpted by 

Enrico Vittori. The bronze bust of Christopher Columbus sits on a tall granite pedestal with 

inscriptions stating that Italian American communities in Indiana dedicated the monument in 

1920. The Coal Miner Monument on the north half, west lawn was sculpted by John Szaton in 

1966 and symbolizes the sacrifice of Indiana’s miners to the economy. Indiana’s western and 

southwestern regions have significant coal deposits that have been mined since the 19th century.  

 



The National Road Monument on the central edge of the south lawn commemorates the role of 

the National Road in the settlement of Indiana. The Caroline Scott Harrison Chapter of the 

D.A.R. placed this scroll-pedimented tablet of Indiana limestone here in 1916, as part of 

Indiana’s centennial celebrations. The George Washington/Masonic Monument at the center of 

the south lawn was sculpted by Donald DeLue. George Washington, America’s best-known 

member of this fraternal organization, symbolizes the importance of Masonic lodges in Indiana 

history. Washington faces the National Road, for which he first saw the need.  

 

Two monuments honor Indiana governors. The Governor Thomas Hendricks Monument at the 

southeast corner was sculpted by Richard Henry Park. Hendricks served in the Indiana General 

Assembly, U.S. Senate, and as Governor of Indiana and Vice-President of the United States 

under Grover Cleveland. The chapel-like pedestal has two allegorical figures, Justice and 

Enlightenment. The full height standing figure of Hendricks crowning the monument faces 

southeast to Shelbyville and Hanover, where he lived before moving to Indianapolis. The 

Governor Oliver Morton Monument at the east entrance was completed by Rudolf Schwarz in 

1907 to commemorate Indiana’s Civil War governor. Its style and placement strongly tie it to the 

State Soldiers and Sailors Monument, pieces of which also were sculpted by Schwarz. The detail 

is remarkable, not only on Morton, but on the authentically equipped soldiers, the cavalry man 

with Spencer repeater, and the infantry man with bayonet-topped musket. The flanking granite 

railings with bronze relief panels show Morton comforting families of soldiers and rallying 

troops. 

 

STATE MOTTO 
 

The Crossroads of America is the official state motto of Indiana. The nickname began as the 

nickname for the city of Indianapolis, which is the hub for several major Interstate highways that 

criss-cross the state, connecting Hoosiers to the rest of the United States. 

 

STATE SLOGAN 
 

 “Restart Your Engines” 
 

The slogan alludes to the Indianapolis 500, which is begun with the quote "Gentlemen, start your 

engines." 
 

 

STATE FLAG 
 

The design of the Indiana State Flag is the result of a 

design competition sponsored by the Society of the 

Daughters of the American Revolution, at the behest of 

the General Assembly, during the state's 1916 

Centennial celebration. Two hundred proposals were 

received and examined. 

 

The winning design by Mooresville, Indiana artist Paul 

Hadley was adopted by the Indiana General Assembly 

with an effective date of May 31, 1917.   Originally  

described as the state "banner", the name was changed to "flag" by the 1955 General Assembly. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indianapolis_500


On a field of blue, the flag displays a torch, colored gold or buff, surrounded by an outer circle of 

thirteen stars and an inner circle of five stars. 

 

The flaming torch stands for "...liberty and enlightenment." The six rays radiating from the torch 

are meant to symbolize the expansive nature of those two concepts. The thirteen stars of the 

outer circle represent the thirteen original colonies of the United States. The five stars of the 

inner circle represent the next five states admitted to the Union. The largest star, positioned at the 

top of the torch and below the state name, represents Indiana, the nineteenth state. 

 

 

STATE NICKNAMES  
 

The Hoosier State 
 

In an 1831 letter from G.L. Murdock to General Tom Tipton, Mr. Murdock states "Our Boat will 

[be] named the Indiana Hoosier." On January 1, 1833, the Indianapolis Journal used John 

Finley's poem, "The Hoosier's Nest" as their "Carriers' Address". 

 

Indiana may have been referred to as "The Hoosier State" since the early 1830s. There are many 

explanations for this nickname, some of them quite illogical and humorous and others believable. 

Like many nicknames, Hoosier may have been used contemptuously to refer to the people in 

Indiana. 

 

The Who's Here Story - This explanation builds on the story that Indianans were a nosey lot who 

called out "Who's here?" to every house they passed. A variation of this theory has the inhabitant 

of the house calling "Who's yere?" when a visitor knocked on the door. The story goes that 

"Who's here" or "Who's yere" eventually evolved into the word "Hoosier." 

 

The Who's Ear Story - Another sound-alike story, this one perpetrated by James Whitcomb 

Riley, "The Hoosier Poet," facetiously suggests the term "Hoosier" was born of the unruly and 

pugnacious nature of the early settlers in Indiana. Early Indianans fought viciously during tavern 

brawls, gouging, scratching and sometimes biting off a nose or an ear. So common were these 

incidents that when a settler entering a tavern the next morning saw an ear on the floor, he would 

nudged it casually with his shoe and ask "Who's ear?" 

 

The Fighting Indianans - One story asserts that the term Hoosier came from the bullying and 

rambunctious Indiana river men, always ready for a brawl, who were reputed to be quite 

successful in coming out on top, "hushing" their opponents. They became known as "Hushers" 

and eventually "Hoosiers." 

 

Mr. Hoosier - It is said that a contractor named Hoosier liked to hire Indiana men for work on the 

Louisville and Portland Canal. These men became known as "Hoosier's men" and later, 

"Hoosiers."  

 

The Indiana Historian - Jacob Piatt Dunn, Jr., Indiana historian and longtime secretary of the 

Indiana Historical Society found that the word, "hoosier" was used, in the south, to refer to 

woodsmen and rough hill people. Mr. Piatt traced this word back to England and the word 

"hoozer," meaning anything large in the Cumberland dialect. This was derived from the Anglo-

Saxon "hoo" meaning high or hill. Mr. Pratt suggests that this word was brought from England 



and applied to people who lived in the southern mountains. This word then migrated north to the 

southern hills of Indiana. "Hoosier" is still sometimes used in the southern United States to 

characterize someone who is less then sophisticated, or more bluntly, an "ignorant rustic." 

 

The Methodist Preacher - It was originally put forth by William Pearson in the June, 1995 issue 

of the "Indiana Magazine of History," that the term "Hoosier" was derived from the name of a 

southern, black Methodist preacher named Harry Hoosier. According to William Pearson, 

Hoosier served white ministers and preached when allowed. Harry Hoosier was an excellent 

speaker and one of the most dynamic preachers of his time. 

 

According to Pierson, some were disturbed by an anti-slavery african-american man preaching to 

multiracial audiences and Hoosier was especially disliked by Virginia Baptists. Animosity 

toward "Black Harry Hoosier" may have caused a negative veil to settle on the name that may 

have eventually evolved to mean someone who was ignorant and/or uncouth. Of course, like 

many nicknames, originating as slurs, the negative connotation has been lost to history. 

 

Crossroads of America 
 

Indiana is sometimes referred to as the "Crossroads of America." This is the Official State Motto 

of Indiana. 

 

 

STATE BIRD 
 

 

 

 

The red bird, or cardinal, was adopted as the 

State bird of Indiana by an act of the Indiana 

General Assembly of the State of Indiana on 

March 2, 1933 as proposed by Senate Bill No. 

160. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Below, you will find 15 general questions to help review what you have 

learned.  Use the following page(s) for documenting your answers.  Older 

students may choose to write a State Report as well. 

 

 

 

Review Questions: 

 

1.  List the states and/or bodies of water that border this state. 

 

2.  What was the date of statehood? 

 

3.  What is the state capital? 

 

4.  What is the state motto? 

 

5.  Name at least one state nickname. 

 

6.  Describe the state flag. 

 

7.  What is the state bird?  

 

8.  What is the state flower? 

 

9.  List at least 5 other state symbols. 

 

10.  Describe this state's government. 

 

11.  Name the major imports and exports for this state. 

 

12.  Describe the weather and climate in this state. 

 

13.  List at least 5 famous people from this state.  

 

14.  Describe at least 5 significant events in this state's history. 

 

15.  What other interesting information have you learned about this state? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Answers to Review Questions: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


