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Thanks for purchasing this product.  Please check out our Lapbooks 

for other states as well.  The Lapbooks are designed for K-8th grades 

but could be adjusted for use with older students.  

Please also check out our Lapbook Journals for each state.  The 

Lapbook Journals are designed for 

6th-12th grades, but again could be adjusted for other age groups..

We are designing these products, Lapbook Journals and Lapbooks, so 

that they follow the same Study Guide. This will allow for a family to 

study State History TOGETHER, with each age group using the 

product (Lapbook Journal or Lapbook) that best suits that group.  The 

parent may teach from ONE Study Guide and allow each student to 

document what he is learning in his own way.

Tennessee State History

 Lapbook

It would be helpful to have pamphlets and brochures 

from the state that you are studying.  You may get these 

at no charge from your Chamber of Commerce, travel 

agencies, and several other places.  Your student may 

read the information, use some of the picture for cutting 

and pasting, or even use some of them to decorate the 

front of the lapbook.



How do I get started?

First, you will want to gather your supplies.  Depending on which format you purchased 

from us, you will need different supplies.  So, take what applies, and skip over the rest.  

*** Printing:

*Print instructions and study guide on white copy paper.  

*Print the booklet templates on 24# colored paper or 110# cardstock.

 For some booklets, we have suggested specific colors or cardstock.  

You may choose to use those suggested colors, or you may choose 

to print on any color that you like.

*** Assembly:

*Folders:  We use colored file folders, which can be 

found at Walmart, Sam’s, Office Depot, Costco, etc.  You will need between 

2 and 4 file folders, depending on which product you have purchased.

You may use manilla folders if you prefer, but we have found that

children respond better with the brightly colored folders.  Don’t worry 

about the tabs….they aren’t important.  If you prefer, you can purchase

the assembled lapbook bases from our website.

*Glue:  For the folder assembly, we use hot glue.  For booklet 

assembly, we use glue sticks and sometimes hot glue, depending on 

the specific booklet.  We have found that bottle glue stays wet for too

long, so it’s not a great choice for lapbooking.

*Other Supplies:  Of course, you will need scissors.  Many

 booklets require additional supplies.  Some of these include metal 

brad fasteners, paper clips, ribbon, yarn,  staples, hole puncher, etc.  

You may want to add decorations of your own, including stickers, buttons,

 coloring pages, cut-out clipart, etc.  The most important thing

 is to use your imagination!  Make it your own!!



Ok.  I’ve gathered the supplies.  Now how do I use this 

product?

Inside, you will find several sections.  They are as follows:

1.  Lapbook Base Assembly & Layout Guide:  This section gives 

instructions and diagrams and will tell the student exactly how to assemble the 

lapbook base and where to glue each booklet into the base.  Depending on the 

student’s age, he or she may need assistance with this process, especially if you 

choose to allow the student to use hot glue.

2.  Student Instruction Guide:  This section is written directly to the student, 

in language that he or she can understand.  However, depending on the age of 

the child, there may be some parent/teacher assistance needed.  This section 

will also tell the student exactly what should be written inside each booklet as 

he or she comes to it during the study, as well as telling the student which 

folder each booklet will be glued into.

4.  Booklet Templates:  This section includes ALL of the templates for the 

booklets.   

5.  Study Guide:  This section is a great resource for the parent/teacher.  It 

includes an overview of this state’s history.  At the end of the Study Guide, 

there are several links that you may use for additional study.  



You will need 3 folders of any color.  Take each one and fold both sides toward the 
original middle fold and make firm creases on these folds (Figure 1). Then glue 
(and staple if needed) the backs of the small flaps together (Figure 2).

This is the “Layout” for your lapbook.  The shapes are not exact on the layout, but you will get 
the idea of where each booklet should go inside your lapbook.

Inside of 1st Folder:  

Land Area

Bodies of 
Water

Borders Population

State Map

State Flag

Tennessee State History Lapbook

Base Assembly & Layout Guide

Figure 1 Figure 2

Statehood

State 
Brochure

State Motto

State 
Nickname



Inside of 2nd  Folder:  

Inside of 3rd  Folder:  

More State 
Symbols

State Bird

State Song State Insect

State Quarter

Fact

State Flower

Highest 
& Lowest Points

Fact

State Tree

Fact

Famous 
People

Recipes

Government
State History

State Report

Economy

Fact

Fact

Weather & Climate

Back of 3rd Folder:

State License Plate



Below you will find pictures of a completed Alabama State History 

Lapbook.  YOUR state will be laid out in the SAME way.

This should help in figuring out how to assemble the booklets and then 

how to put it all together! 

Also, there is a page of close-up pictures of some of the booklets that 

may be a little more confusing to assemble.  These pictures should 

help.  

Folder #1

Example is 

Alabama, but 

YOUR state will be 

laid out in the 

SAME way.



Folder #2

Folder #3

Back of Folder #3

Example is 

Alabama, but 

YOUR state will be 

laid out in the 

SAME way.



Booklet #1

*Booklet Title:  State Map

*Student Instructions: On the state map provided, mark and label the capital, other cities, 

lakes, rivers, and any landmarks that you feel are important.

*Completed booklet will be glued into Folder #1 (See Layout)

**Assembly Instructions:  Cut out along the outer black line edges of this one-page book.  

Glue to another piece of paper of a different color,  Cut around the edges again, creating a 

small border.

Booklet #2

*Booklet Title:  Borders

*Student Instructions: In this booklet, you will write down what is found on the borders 

of the state that you are studying.  It may be another state, several states, or it may be a 

body of water.  Write the names on the inside of each direction’s “flap.”

*Completed booklet will be glued into Folder #1 (See Layout)

**Assembly Instructions:  Cut out the booklet along the outer black line edges of the 

booklet and the title label.  Fold each side in along the lines so that the words are on the 

outside.  Glue the label that says “Borders” inside, in the center.  

These booklets may be taught/completed in any order.  

We are presenting them here in the general order in 

which they appear in the Lapbook.

Tennessee State History Lapbook
Student Instruction Guide



Tennessee Map

Booklet # 1 Printing Suggestion:  Print on white paper.



Booklet # 2

Borders

W
E
S
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A
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N O R T H

S O U T H



Statehood

Booklet # 3



Tennessee

State Flag

Booklet # 8 Printing Suggestion:  Print on white paper.
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                                                                                                             Great Seal of Tennessee 

 

The state of Tennessee was named after the Little Tennessee River.  Originally "Tanasi" the river 

took its name from two Cherokee villages on its banks.   

 

People who live in Tennessee or who come from Tennessee are called Tennesseans or 

Tennesseeans. 

 

Tennesseans have also been known as "Volunteers", "Big Benders", or even "Butternuts." The 

first two names are obvious references to two of the state's popular nicknames. The third, 

"Butternuts," probably originated during the War between the States and is reference to the tan 

colored uniforms of Tennessee soldiers.  

 

         
 

Map of Tennessee – Capital, Major Lakes and Rivers 

 

 

STATEHOOD 
 

What is now Tennessee was initially part of North Carolina, and later part of the Southwest 

Territory.  Tennessee was admitted to the Union as the 16th state on June 1, 1796.  

What is now Tennessee was initially part of North Carolina, and later part of the Southwest 

Territory.  Tennessee was admitted to the Union in 1796 as the 16th state. It was the first state 

created from territory under the jurisdiction of the United States federal government. Apart from 

the former Thirteen Colonies only Vermont and Kentucky predate Tennessee's statehood, and 

neither was ever a federal territory.   

 

Tennessee was the last state to leave the Union and join the Confederacy at the outbreak of the 

U.S. Civil War in 1861, and the first state to be readmitted to the Union at the end of the war. 

 



The state boundaries, according to the Constitution of the State of Tennessee, Article I, Section 

31, stated that the beginning point for identifying the boundary was the extreme height of the 

Stone Mountain, at the place where the line of Virginia intersects it, and basically ran the 

extreme heights of mountain chains through the Appalachian Mountains separating North 

Carolina from Tennessee past the Indian towns of Cowee and Old Chota, thence along the main 

ridge of the said mountain (Unicoi Mountain) to the southern boundary of the state; all the 

territory, lands and waters lying west of said line are included in the boundaries and limits of the 

newly formed state of Tennessee.  Part of the provision also stated that the limits and jurisdiction 

of the state would include future land acquisition, referencing possible land trade with other 

states, or the acquisition of territory from west of the Mississippi River. 

 

STATE CONSTITUTION 

 
The Tennessee State Constitution is the state constitution of Tennessee and defines the form, 

structure, activities, character, and fundamental rules (and means for changing them) of the 

Tennessee government. 
 

Much like the U.S. Constitution explains the way the federal government is set up, the Tennessee 

Constitution explains how Tennessee's government is set up.  

 

There are similarities and differences in the U.S. Constitution and the Tennessee Constitution. 

Both call for a government with three branches – executive, legislative, and judicial. Both 

explain how the people who run those branches are to be chosen, and when elections have to take 

place. Both call for a legislative branch that has two chambers – a house and a senate. Both talk a 

lot about individual rights – the U.S. Constitution in the Bill of Rights, and the Tennessee 

Constitution in its Declaration of rights. 

 

Differences in the U. S. Constitution and Tennessee constitution:   

 

 The U.S. Constitution was written in 1783. Tennessee’s current constitution was written 

in 1870, after the Civil War. This is Tennessee's third constitution; previous ones were 

written in 1796 and 1834. 

 

 To be president of the United States, you have to be 35 years old and a natural-born 

citizen (which generally means born in the U.S.). But to be governor, you only have to be 

30 years old. And you don’t have to have been born in Tennessee; you only have to have 

lived there for seven years. 

 

 Under the U.S. Constitution, if the president dies in office, the vice-president becomes 

president. Under the Tennessee Constitution, if the governor dies, the Speaker of the 

Senate becomes governor. Because of this, the Speaker of the Tennessee Senate is also 

known as the Lieutenant Governor. 

 

 The U.S. Constitution says nothing about lotteries. Tennessee’s Constitution allows a 

state-run lottery. 

 

 

 



 Federal judges are appointed for life and can only be removed from office for treason. 

(Treason means to wage war against one's own country by aiding its enemies.) State 

judges and the members of the Tennessee Supreme Court face re-election (members of 

the Tennessee Supreme Court face a yes-no referendum every eight years). 

 

The constitution's preamble is much longer than its counterpart in the United States Constitution. 

Much of that length is devoted to justifying the authority behind the new constitution — that the 

new constitution was created under the authority of the constitution of 1835, and that the 1835 

constitution was itself created under the authority of the original 1796 convention. 

 

STATE GOVERNMENT 
 

Tennessee's government is set up very much like the U.S. government.  And, much like the U.S. 

government, Tennessee's government has three branches: the executive, legislative, and judicial. 

The legislative branch of Tennessee government makes the laws. It consists of the House and 

Senate, just like the U.S. government. 

 

The executive branch of Tennessee government enforces the laws and runs the day-to-day 

operations of the state. The governor is the head of the executive branch of government.  

 

The judicial branch of government interprets the laws -- which means they decide exactly what 

the laws mean when people don't agree on them. They also run the courts. Like the judiciary 

branch of the U.S. government, the state judiciary branch is headed by a supreme court (however 

there are nine judges in the U.S. Supreme Court and only five in the Tennessee Supreme Court). 

 

The Tennessee Legislature, referred to as the General Assembly, is composed of two bodies, 

called houses, like the United States Congress. The two parts are the Senate and the House of 

Representatives. The Legislature is referred to as a bicameral body because it is made up of two 

houses. The Legislature is responsible for making the laws in Tennessee and for raising and 

distributing the money necessary to run the state government. 

 

STATE REPRESENTATIVES: Representatives in Tennessee each represent people in a specific 

area of the state. These areas are called house districts. There are currently 99 men and women 

representing 99 house districts in the Tennessee House of Representatives. Each representative 

serves for a period of two years in the House of Representatives, after which he or she must run 

for re-election.  Tennessee state representatives are not subject to term limits. 

 

STATE SENATORS: Senators in Tennessee each represent people in a specific area of the state. 

These areas are called senate districts. There are currently 33 men and women representing 33 

senate districts in the Tennessee Senate.  Each senator serves for a period of four years in the 

Senate, after which he or she must run for re-election.  Tennessee state senators are not subject to 

term limits. 

 

U.S. CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION 

 

The legislative branch of the United States government makes laws for our nation and raises and 

distributes money to run the United States government. The most evident part of the legislative 

branch is the United States Congress. Congress is divided into two parts, called houses. The two 

parts are the Senate and the House of Representatives. Congress is referred to as a bicameral 
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