
L-SSD

South Dakota
State History 

Lapbook

Written & designed by 

Cyndi Kinney & Judy Trout

of Knowledge Box Central

Designed for K-8
th
 

grades, but could 

be adjusted for 

older grade 

levels, if needed



South Dakota State History Lapbook

Copyright © 2012 Knowledge Box Central

www.KnowledgeBoxCentral.com

ISBN #

Ebook:    978-1-61625-625-8

CD: 978-1-61625-623-4

Printed:  978-1-61625-624-1

Assembled:  978-1-61625-626-5

Publisher: Knowledge Box Central

http://www.knowledgeboxcentral.com

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 

system or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopy, 

recording or otherwise, without the prior permission of the publisher, except as provided by 

USA copyright law.

The purchaser of the eBook or CD is licensed to copy this information for use with the 

immediate family members only. If you are interested in copying for a larger group, please 

contact the publisher.

Printed format is not to be copied and is consumable. It is designed for one student only. 

All information and graphics within this product are originals or have been used with 

permission from its owners, and credit has been given when appropriate.  These include, but 

are not limited to the following:  www.iclipart.com and Art Explosion Clipart.



Thanks for purchasing this product.  Please check out our Lapbooks 

for other states as well.  The Lapbooks are designed for K-8th grades 

but could be adjusted for use with older students.  

Please also check out our Lapbook Journals for each state.  The 

Lapbook Journals are designed for 

6th-12th grades, but again could be adjusted for other age groups..

We are designing these products, Lapbook Journals and Lapbooks, so 

that they follow the same Study Guide. This will allow for a family to 

study State History TOGETHER, with each age group using the 

product (Lapbook Journal or Lapbook) that best suits that group.  The 

parent may teach from ONE Study Guide and allow each student to 

document what he is learning in his own way.

South Dakota State History

 Lapbook

It would be helpful to have pamphlets and brochures 

from the state that you are studying.  You may get these 

at no charge from your Chamber of Commerce, travel 

agencies, and several other places.  Your student may 

read the information, use some of the picture for cutting 

and pasting, or even use some of them to decorate the 

front of the lapbook.



How do I get started?

First, you will want to gather your supplies.  Depending on which format you purchased 

from us, you will need different supplies.  So, take what applies, and skip over the rest.  

*** Printing:

*Print instructions and study guide on white copy paper.  

*Print the booklet templates on 24# colored paper or 110# cardstock.

 For some booklets, we have suggested specific colors or cardstock.  

You may choose to use those suggested colors, or you may choose 

to print on any color that you like.

*** Assembly:

*Folders:  We use colored file folders, which can be 

found at Walmart, Sam’s, Office Depot, Costco, etc.  You will need between 

2 and 4 file folders, depending on which product you have purchased.

You may use manilla folders if you prefer, but we have found that

children respond better with the brightly colored folders.  Don’t worry 

about the tabs….they aren’t important.  If you prefer, you can purchase

the assembled lapbook bases from our website.

*Glue:  For the folder assembly, we use hot glue.  For booklet 

assembly, we use glue sticks and sometimes hot glue, depending on 

the specific booklet.  We have found that bottle glue stays wet for too

long, so it’s not a great choice for lapbooking.

*Other Supplies:  Of course, you will need scissors.  Many

 booklets require additional supplies.  Some of these include metal 

brad fasteners, paper clips, ribbon, yarn,  staples, hole puncher, etc.  

You may want to add decorations of your own, including stickers, buttons,

 coloring pages, cut-out clipart, etc.  The most important thing

 is to use your imagination!  Make it your own!!



Ok.  I’ve gathered the supplies.  Now how do I use this 

product?

Inside, you will find several sections.  They are as follows:

1.  Lapbook Base Assembly & Layout Guide:  This section gives 

instructions and diagrams and will tell the student exactly how to assemble the 

lapbook base and where to glue each booklet into the base.  Depending on the 

student’s age, he or she may need assistance with this process, especially if you 

choose to allow the student to use hot glue.

2.  Student Instruction Guide:  This section is written directly to the student, 

in language that he or she can understand.  However, depending on the age of 

the child, there may be some parent/teacher assistance needed.  This section 

will also tell the student exactly what should be written inside each booklet as 

he or she comes to it during the study, as well as telling the student which 

folder each booklet will be glued into.

4.  Booklet Templates:  This section includes ALL of the templates for the 

booklets.   

5.  Study Guide:  This section is a great resource for the parent/teacher.  It 

includes an overview of this state’s history.  At the end of the Study Guide, 

there are several links that you may use for additional study.  



You will need 3 folders of any color.  Take each one and fold both sides toward the 
original middle fold and make firm creases on these folds (Figure 1). Then glue 
(and staple if needed) the backs of the small flaps together (Figure 2).

This is the “Layout” for your lapbook.  The shapes are not exact on the layout, but you will get 
the idea of where each booklet should go inside your lapbook.

Inside of 1st Folder:  

Land Area

Bodies of 
Water

Borders Population

State Map

State Flag

South Dakota State History Lapbook

Base Assembly & Layout Guide

Figure 1 Figure 2

Statehood

State 
Brochure

State Motto

State 
Nickname



Inside of 2nd  Folder:  

Inside of 3rd  Folder:  

More State 
Symbols

State Bird

State Song State Insect

State Quarter

Fact

State Flower

Highest 
& Lowest Points

Fact

State Tree

Fact

Famous 
People

Recipes

Government
State History

State Report

Economy

Fact

Fact

Weather & Climate

Back of 3rd Folder:

State License Plate



Below you will find pictures of a completed lapbook.  This should help 

in figuring out how to assemble the booklets and then how to put it all 

together! 

Also, there is a page of close-up pictures of some of the booklets that 

may be a little more confusing to assemble.  These pictures should 

help.  

Folder #1

Example is 

Alabama, but 

YOUR state will be 

laid out in the 

SAME way.



Folder #2

Folder #3

Back of Folder #3

Example is 

Alabama, but 

YOUR state will be 

laid out in the 

SAME way.



Booklet #1

*Booklet Title:  State Map

*Student Instructions: On the state map provided, mark and label the capital, other cities, 

lakes, rivers, and any landmarks that you feel are important.

*Completed booklet will be glued into Folder #1 (See Layout)

**Assembly Instructions:  Cut out along the outer black line edges of this one-page book.  

Glue to another piece of paper of a different color,  Cut around the edges again, creating a 

small border.

Booklet #2

*Booklet Title:  Borders

*Student Instructions: In this booklet, you will write down what is found on the borders 

of the state that you are studying.  It may be another state, several states, or it may be a 

body of water.  Write the names on the inside of each direction’s “flap.”

*Completed booklet will be glued into Folder #1 (See Layout)

**Assembly Instructions:  Cut out the booklet along the outer black line edges of the 

booklet and the title label.  Fold each side in along the lines so that the words are on the 

outside.  Glue the label that says “Borders” inside, in the center.  

These booklets may be taught/completed in any order.  

We are presenting them here in the general order in 

which they appear in the Lapbook.

South Dakota State History Lapbook
Student Instruction Guide



South Dakota Map

Booklet # 1 Printing Suggestion:  Print on white paper.



South Dakota 

State 

Motto

South Dakota   

State

Nickname

Booklet # 6 Booklet # 7



South Dakota

State Flag

Booklet # 8 Printing Suggestion:  Print on white paper.



Booklet # 11

South Dakota
 State 
Song



Booklet # 12

South Dakota 

State Bird

Printing Suggestion:  Print on white paper.



State Flower

Booklet # 13

South Dakota

Printing Suggestion:  Print on white paper.



 

South Dakota  State History  

Lapbook Journal 

Study Guide 
 

 
                The Great Seal of South Dakota 

 

South Dakota is famous for the scenic wonders of the Badlands and the Black Hills.  It is also 

well known for two monumental sculptures carved into the Black Hills--Mount Rushmore, 

which honors presidents Washington, Jefferson, Lincoln, and Theodore Roosevelt, and the Crazy 

Horse Monument, still under construction, which honors the Oglala Sioux war chief. 

 

Dynamic historical figures like Lewis and Clark, Wild Bill Hickok, Calamity Jane, Sitting Bull, 

and General George Custer have all added to the colorful past of South Dakota. When Custer's 

military band found gold in the Black Hills in 1874, word of the discovery reached back east to 

Chicago, and the Gold Rush followed. By 1876, prospecting towns like Dead Tree Gulch 

exploded with fortune seekers lured by the glitter of gold. 

 

Before it closed in 2002, South Dakota's Homestake Mine was the oldest, largest, and deepest 

mine in the western hemisphere and one of the largest gold producers in the United States.  

 

Prairie, grassland, and farmland cover 90% of the state, where buffalo once ranged in herds of 

thousands. 

 

 

STATE NAME 
 

North and South Dakota were one 

territory until 1889. Dakota was named 

for the Dakota, Sioux tribe which lived in 

the region. Dakota is the Sioux word for 

"friends" or "allies." 

 

 

STATE  CITIZENS 
 

People who live in South Dakota or who 

come from South Dakota are called South 

Dakotans. 

  
 Mount Rushmore, Black Hills National Forest 
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Map of South Dakota – Capital, Major Cities and Rivers 

 

 

STATEHOOD 
  

The land called South Dakota was purchased from 

France in 1803 as part of the Louisiana Purchase.  
 

Lewis and Clark visited parts of South Dakota with 

the Corps of Discovery as they made their way up the 

Missouri River in 1804 and on their return trip in 

1806.  
 

Reports of an abundance of fur-bearing animals 

brought trappers and fur traders to South Dakota and 

led to the establishment of the first western 

settlements in the area  
 Map Showing Louisiana Purchase (Pink) 

Courtesy: Library of Congress 

 

Between 1812 and 1834, South Dakota was part of the Missouri Territory but for twenty years, 

from 1834 through 1854, the eastern and western parts of the state followed separate paths. 

While western South Dakota remained a part of the Missouri Territory until 1854, eastern South 

Dakota became, alternately, part of the Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, and Minnesota territories. In 

1854, western South Dakota became part of the Nebraska Territory. 

 

South Dakota began to come into its own when Congress created the Dakota Territory in 1861. 

Dakota Territory, named for the Native Americans of the area, consisted of present-day North 

and South Dakota and much of Montana and Wyoming. Yankton was the capital. 

 

The discovery of gold in the Black Hills in the mid-1870s and a land rush that began in 1878 

brought prospectors, farmers and more land speculators to South Dakota. More than 24 million 

acres of public land was distributed from 1878-1887. 



As population centers grew far apart in the Dakota Territory, a movement emerged in the 1870s 

to divide the territory into multiple parts with separate governments. Proposals were made to 

divide the territory into eastern (Eastern Dakota) and western (Western Dakota) sections or into 

northern (Pembina Territory) and southern (Dakota) sections. One proposal divided the state into 

three sections; North Dakota; South Dakota; and the Black Hills. This movement grew stronger 

when Territorial Governor Nehemiah Ordway moved the capital out of Yankton northwest to 

Bismarck. 

 

Dakotans in the southern part of the state went to work, meeting in Sioux Falls. They wrote a 

constitution and pushed for statehood in the United States Congress. On February 2, 1889, 

Congress set the boundary between North and South Dakota passing an enabling act which 

allowed the two sections to take the necessary steps toward statehood. On Nov. 2, 1889, North 

Dakota and South Dakota entered the Union as the 39th and 40th states. 

 

 

STATE CONSTITUTION 
 

The first constitutional convention seeking South Dakota statehood was held in 1883. A second 

convention was held two years later in 1885. The constitution adopted in 1885 is the same 

constitution written in 1883 with additions, corrections and deletions. In fact, on the original 

copy of the 1883 constitution a 5 is written over the 3 changing the date from September 1883 to 

September 1885. The document is concluded, "Done at Sioux Falls this 25th day of September 

1885". On August 17, 1889, a third convention drafted the final constitutional provisions to meet 

requirements of the Enabling Act of 1889. It was adopted by the people of South Dakota on 

October 1, 1889. South Dakota is governed under this constitution adopted in 1889, as amended.  

 

PREAMBLE: We, the people of South Dakota, grateful to Almighty God for our civil and 

religious liberties, in order to form a more perfect and independent government, establish 

justice, insure tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and 

preserve to ourselves and to our posterity the blessings of liberty, do ordain and establish this 

Constitution for the State of South Dakota 

 

 

STATE GOVERNMENT 

 
As in the case of the federal government, South Dakota's state government is organized into 

three branches - executive, legislative, and judicial. The state government is a product of three 

documents: the United States Constitution, the South Dakota State Constitution, and laws of the 

state.  

 

The Governor of South Dakota is the chief executive officer of the state and is elected for a four-

year term and may not serve for more than two terms in a row. He or she is responsible for 

appointing certain state officers, veto or approval of bills passed by the Legislature, granting 

pardons and paroles, calling special sessions of the legislature, and commands the state militia. 

The Governor is also responsible for the preparation of the state budget, and ensures that all laws 

are obeyed in the state.  

 



The South Dakota State Legislature is the lawmaking branch of the state government. The 

Legislature has the authority to pass laws that people must obey. The Legislature is also 

responsible for raising and distributing the money necessary to run the state government. The 

South Dakota Constitution states that "...the number of members of the house of representatives 

shall not be less than fifty nor more than seventy-five and the number of members of the senate 

shall not be less than twenty-five nor more than thirty-five." 

 

The judicial branch of the South Dakota Government interprets the laws. The South Dakota 

Court System includes a Supreme Court and trial courts called Circuit Courts. The Supreme 

Court consists of a chief justice and four associate justices. When a vacancy occurs, Judges on 

the Supreme Court are initially appointed by the governor from people nominated by the judicial 

qualifications division. After initial appointment, Supreme Court Judges must be elected to eight-

year terms by the citizens of South Dakota. Circuit court judges are elected for eight-year terms 

by the citizens of the circuit each represents. 

The South Dakota Legislature is composed of two bodies, called houses, like the United States 

Congress. The two parts are the Senate and the House of Representatives. The Legislature is 

referred to as a bicameral body because it is made up of two houses. The Latin roots of the word 

bicameral, "bi" and "cameral," mean two chambers or rooms. The Legislature is responsible for 

making the laws in South Dakota and for raising and distributing the money necessary to run the 

state government. The South Dakota Constitution states that "...the number of members of the 

house of representatives shall not be less than fifty nor more than seventy-five and the number of 

members of the senate shall not be less than twenty-five nor more than thirty-five."  

 

 Representatives in South Dakota each represent people in a specific area of the state. These areas 

are called house districts. There are currently 70 men and women representing 35 house districts 

in the South Dakota House of Representatives (Two elected from each district).. Each 

representative serves for a period of two years in the House of Representatives, after which he or 

she must run for re-election. A representative may not serve for more than four consecutive 

terms (8 consecutive years) in the House of Representatives. 

 

Senators in South Dakota each represent people in a specific area of the state. These areas are 

called senate districts. There are currently 35 men and women representing 35 senate districts in 

the South Dakota Senate. Each senator serves for a period of two years in the Senate, after which 

he or she must run for re-election. A senator may not serve for more than four consecutive terms 

(8 consecutive years) in the Senate. 

 

The legislative branch of government is responsible for making and maintaining laws within 

their jurisdiction. United States representatives and senators, federal legislators, are responsible 

for laws at the national level and state legislators are responsible for laws at the state level. A law 

begins as an idea that is introduced in the South Dakota Legislature as a bill by one or more 

legislators. The bill then goes through the legislative process to become a law. During this 

process the bill may be changed. Not all bills become law. 

 

When the legislature is meeting, it is said to be "in session." The South Dakota Legislature meets 

annually. The sessions begin (convene) every year on the second Tuesday in January at noon. 

The state constitution limits the number of days that the legislature may be in session. In odd-

numbered years, the legislative session is limited to 40 legislative days. In even-numbered years, 



the session is limited to 35 legislative days. Legislative days do not include Sundays, holidays or 

"recess" days.  

 

In addition to regular sessions, the governor or the legislature may convene "special sessions" 

when the need arises to enact important legislation. The following link will allow you to look at 

bills that are currently going through the legislative process.  

 

 

U.S. CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION 

 
The legislative branch of the United States government makes laws for our nation and raises and 

distributes money to run the United States government. The most evident part of the legislative 

branch is the United States Congress. Congress is divided into two parts, called houses. The two 

parts are the Senate and the House of Representatives. Congress is referred to as a bicameral 

body because it is made up of two houses. The Latin roots of the word bicameral, "bi" and 

"cameral," mean two chambers or rooms.  

 

Members of the Senate are called Senators and members of the House of Representatives are 

called Representatives. Senators and representatives serving in these two bodies are sometimes 

referred to as congressmen, or women, and sometimes as legislators because their business is to 

legislate or make laws. The role of the legislative branch is defined in the United States 

Constitution. 

 

Each state elects people to represent them in the United States Congress in Washington, DC. The 

citizens of each state elect two senators to represent them in the Senate. They also elect 

representatives to represent them in the House of Representatives. The number of representatives 

each state sends to the House of Representatives is not a specific number like the Senate, but is 

based on the population of the state. The people, that are elected to represent the state's citizens 

in the United States Congress, are referred to as the Congressional Delegation. 

 

There are 100 senators in the U.S. Senate. Each is elected to a term, in the Senate, of six years. 

There are 435 representatives in the U.S. House of Representatives. Each is elected to a term, in 

the "House," of two years. 

 

The citizens of South Dakota elect two people, like every other state, to represent them in the 

Senate and one person, based on South Dakota’s current population in the most recent federal 

census, to represent them in the House of Representatives. 

 

 

SOUTH DAKOTA DEPARTMENT OF TRIBAL RELATIONS  

 

Mission Statement:  
 

To recognize the nine sovereign tribes who share our geographical borders as distinct political 

entities, to support their self-governance efforts, and to work with their chosen leaders in a 

cooperative government to government relationship in order to improve the quality of life for all 

South Dakota citizens.  
 



To identify, develop and/or coordinate federal state and local resources to increase partnerships 

between state and tribal agencies.  

 

To introduce and/or support any legislation that would improve the quality of life for the Native 

American population in the state 

 

Core Principles 
 

 Each Tribe operates as a separate government to govern its own citizens under its own 

laws.  
 

 Each Tribe is unique with its own land base, language, religion, culture, and values  
 

 Each Tribe has a historical and legal relationship with the State of South Dakota  
 

 The State of South Dakota is to be engaged in a government to government relationship 

with the Tribes.  
 

 Each Tribe is vital to the State of South Dakota; politically, culturally, economically, and 

historically. 

 

Map of Tribes in South Dakota 

 
List of Native American Indian Tribes in South Dakota 

Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe 

Crow Creek Sioux Tribe 

Flandreau Santee Sioux Tribe 

Lower Brule Sioux Tribe 

Oglala Sioux Tribe 

Rosebud Sioux Tribe 

Sisseton Wahpeton Oyate 

Standing Rock Sioux Tribe 

Yankton Sioux Tribe 

Source: http://www.sdtribalrelations.com/ 



STATE SEAL 
 

The symbols on the great seal of South Dakota represent the 

state's commerce, industry, and natural resources. 
 

Under God the People Rule (South Dakota's state motto) appears 

at the top of the inner circle, which has a background of sky and 

hills. In the foreground, a steam ship navigates a river running 

through agricultural and industrial land. 
 

The outer circle of the seal bears the words State of South 

Dakota, and Great Seal 1889 (the year South Dakota became a 

state). The state seal also appears on South Dakota's state flag. 
 

 

 

 

STATE CAPITAL (Pierre) 

 
Pierre is the capital city of South Dakota and the county seat of Hughes County.  It was founded 

in 1880 on the Missouri River opposite of Fort Pierre.   Pierre has been the capital city of South 

Dakota since the state gained statehood in November 1889.   

 

                                                                          SOUTH DAKOTA CAPITOL BUILDING 

Date Erected:1905-1910 

 

Capitol Facts:  

 

 The city of Pierre incurred a 30-

year debt because of the amount of 

money they spent to become the 

capital city.  
 

 Constructed of native fieldstone, 

Indiana limestone, Vermont 

marble, Italian marble.  
  
 A modified version of the Montana State Capitol, it was designed and built for just under 

$1,000,000 by Minneapolis architects C.E. Bell and M.S. Detwiler. 
 

 Government agencies began moving in during the summer of 1910.  
 

 North entrance added as annex in 1932. 
 

 A restoration project to restore the building to its original appearance took place between 

1977 and 1989 in time for South Dakota's Centennial Celebration.  
 

 According to legend, 66 Italian artists who laid the Terrazzo floor left 66 blue signature 

stones. Only 55 have been found.  
 

 In each corner under the dome are large murals of Greek goddesses which symbolize major 

interests in South Dakota.  



STATE MOTTO 
 

"Under God the people rule" 

 

South Dakota motto was adopted as part of the state seal. It was suggested by the Reverend 

Joseph Ward, founder of Yankton College, at the 1885 Constitutional Convention. It was 

adopted as the South Dakota motto, as an element of the state seal in the 1885 constitution and in 

the 1889 constitution. 

 

 

STATE FLAG 
 

 

The state flag of South Dakota 

features the state seal on a blazing sun 

in the center against a field of sky 

blue.  

The words South Dakota are above the 

seal and the state nickname appears 

below (The Mount Rushmore State).  

 
 

Flag History:  From 1909 until 1963, this flag had two sides - the state seal on one and a large 

golden sun with lettering around it on the reverse. But when it was decided to keep just one, the 

designs were combined. The original design was by Senator Ernest May and Doane Robinson, 

secretary of the State Historical Society. The redesign was done by Will Robinson, Doane 

Robinson's son. The seal shows a farmer and a rancher, depicting the kind of work of the people 

of South Dakota. The trees represent the lumber industry, and the river and steamboat, 

transportation and trade. The gold band is a reminder of the state's nickname. 

 

Official description from the South Dakota Codified Laws Section 1-6-4: 
 

State flag – Description: The state flag or banner shall consist of a field of sky-blue one and two-

thirds as long as it is wide. Centered on such field shall be the great seal of South Dakota made 

in conformity with the terms of the Constitution, which shall be four-ninths the width of the flag 

in diameter. The seal shall be on a white background with the seal outlined in dark blue or, in the 

alternative, shall be on a sky-blue background with the seal outlined in dark blue thereon. 

Surrounding the seal in gold shall be a serrated sun whose extreme width shall be five-ninths the 

width of the flag. The words "South Dakota" symmetrically arranged to conform to the circle of 

the sun and seal shall appear in gold letters one-eighteenth the width of the field above the sun 

and seal and the words "The Mount Rushmore State" in like-sized gold letters and in like 

arrangement shall appear below the sun and seal. Flags designed of such material as may be 

provident for outdoor use need have no fringe but flags for indoor and display usage shall have a 

golden fringe one-eighteenth the width of the flag on the three sides other than the hoist. 

 

 



STATE NICKNAMES  
 

The Mount Rushmore State (Official) 
 

This is the official nickname of South Dakota and appears on the South Dakota State Flag.   It 

refers to the mountain sculpture, Mount Rushmore, created by Gutzon Borglum over a period of 

14 years. 

 

The Sunshine State 
 

South Dakota has been promoted as "The Sunshine State" in state publications promoting 

tourism because of the great percentage of sunshine that is present during the year. 

 

The Coyote State 
 

This nickname simply refers to the large coyote population in the state. Coyotes were so 

numerous in South Dakota that they were adopted as the official state animal in 1949. Coyotes 

occur in greatest numbers along the Missouri River and its tributaries and in the Black Hills. 

 

The Artesian State 
 

Another nickname for South Dakota made reference to the large number of artesian wells that 

were found in the state. 

 

The Blizzard State 
 

The severe winter weather of South Dakota led to another nickname; The Blizzard State. We 

don't suppose those who promoted South Dakota as The Sunshine State were too fond of this 

particular nickname. Texas is also known as "The Blizzard State." 

 

The Land of Plenty and The Land of Infinite Variety 
 

South Dakota has also been referred to as "The Land of Plenty" and "The Land of Infinite 

Variety." When both North and South Dakota are the subject, they are sometimes referred to as 

The Twin Sisters. 

 

 

STATE BIRD 
 

 

 

South Dakota designated the Chinese ring-

necked pheasant as state bird in 1943.  

The ring-necked pheasant (Phasianus 

culchicus) is also featured on the South 

Dakota state quarter.  
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