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Thanks for purchasing this product.  Please check out our Lapbooks 

for other states as well.  The Lapbooks are designed for K-8th grades 

but could be adjusted for use with older students.  

Please also check out our Lapbook Journals for each state.  The 

Lapbook Journals are designed for 

6th-12th grades, but again could be adjusted for other age groups..

We are designing these products, Lapbook Journals and Lapbooks, so 

that they follow the same Study Guide. This will allow for a family to 

study State History TOGETHER, with each age group using the 

product (Lapbook Journal or Lapbook) that best suits that group.  The 

parent may teach from ONE Study Guide and allow each student to 

document what he is learning in his own way.

New York State History

 Lapbook

It would be helpful to have pamphlets and brochures 

from the state that you are studying.  You may get these 

at no charge from your Chamber of Commerce, travel 

agencies, and several other places.  Your student may 

read the information, use some of the picture for cutting 

and pasting, or even use some of them to decorate the 

front of the lapbook.



How do I get started?

First, you will want to gather your supplies.  Depending on which format you purchased 

from us, you will need different supplies.  So, take what applies, and skip over the rest.  

*** Printing:

*Print instructions and study guide on white copy paper.  

*Print the booklet templates on 24# colored paper or 110# cardstock.

 For some booklets, we have suggested specific colors or cardstock.  

You may choose to use those suggested colors, or you may choose 

to print on any color that you like.

*** Assembly:

*Folders:  We use colored file folders, which can be 

found at Walmart, Sam’s, Office Depot, Costco, etc.  You will need between 

2 and 4 file folders, depending on which product you have purchased.

You may use manilla folders if you prefer, but we have found that

children respond better with the brightly colored folders.  Don’t worry 

about the tabs….they aren’t important.  If you prefer, you can purchase

the assembled lapbook bases from our website.

*Glue:  For the folder assembly, we use hot glue.  For booklet 

assembly, we use glue sticks and sometimes hot glue, depending on 

the specific booklet.  We have found that bottle glue stays wet for too

long, so it’s not a great choice for lapbooking.

*Other Supplies:  Of course, you will need scissors.  Many

 booklets require additional supplies.  Some of these include metal 

brad fasteners, paper clips, ribbon, yarn,  staples, hole puncher, etc.  

You may want to add decorations of your own, including stickers, buttons,

 coloring pages, cut-out clipart, etc.  The most important thing

 is to use your imagination!  Make it your own!!



Ok.  I’ve gathered the supplies.  Now how do I use this 

product?

Inside, you will find several sections.  They are as follows:

1.  Lapbook Base Assembly & Layout Guide:  This section gives 

instructions and diagrams and will tell the student exactly how to assemble the 

lapbook base and where to glue each booklet into the base.  Depending on the 

student’s age, he or she may need assistance with this process, especially if you 

choose to allow the student to use hot glue.

2.  Student Instruction Guide:  This section is written directly to the student, 

in language that he or she can understand.  However, depending on the age of 

the child, there may be some parent/teacher assistance needed.  This section 

will also tell the student exactly what should be written inside each booklet as 

he or she comes to it during the study, as well as telling the student which 

folder each booklet will be glued into.

4.  Booklet Templates:  This section includes ALL of the templates for the 

booklets.   

5.  Study Guide:  This section is a great resource for the parent/teacher.  It 

includes an overview of this state’s history.  At the end of the Study Guide, 

there are several links that you may use for additional study.  



You will need 3 folders of any color.  Take each one and fold both sides toward the 
original middle fold and make firm creases on these folds (Figure 1). Then glue 
(and staple if needed) the backs of the small flaps together (Figure 2).

This is the “Layout” for your lapbook.  The shapes are not exact on the layout, but you will get 
the idea of where each booklet should go inside your lapbook.

Inside of 1st Folder:  

Land Area

Bodies of 
Water

Borders Population

State Map

State Flag
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Base Assembly & Layout Guide

Figure 1 Figure 2

Statehood

State 
Brochure

State Motto

State 
Nickname



Inside of 2nd  Folder:  

Inside of 3rd  Folder:  

More State 
Symbols

State Bird

State Song State Insect

State Quarter

Fact

State Flower

Highest 
& Lowest Points

Fact

State Tree

Fact

Famous 
People

Recipes

Government
State History

State Report

Economy

Fact

Fact

Weather & Climate

Back of 3rd Folder:

State License Plate



Folder #1

Below you will find pictures of a completed Alabama State History 

Lapbook.  YOUR state will be laid out in the SAME way.

This should help in figuring out how to assemble the booklets and then 

how to put it all together! 

Also, there is a page of close-up pictures of some of the booklets that 

may be a little more confusing to assemble.  These pictures should 

help.  

Example is 

Alabama, but 

YOUR state will be 

laid out in the 

SAME way.



Folder #2

Folder #3

Back of Folder #3

Example is 

Alabama, but 

YOUR state will be 

laid out in the 

SAME way.



Booklet #1

*Booklet Title:  State Map

*Student Instructions: On the state map provided, mark and label the capital, other cities, 

lakes, rivers, and any landmarks that you feel are important.

*Completed booklet will be glued into Folder #1 (See Layout)

**Assembly Instructions:  Cut out along the outer black line edges of this one-page book.  

Glue to another piece of paper of a different color,  Cut around the edges again, creating a 

small border.

Booklet #2

*Booklet Title:  Borders

*Student Instructions: In this booklet, you will write down what is found on the borders 

of the state that you are studying.  It may be another state, several states, or it may be a 

body of water.  Write the names on the inside of each direction’s “flap.”

*Completed booklet will be glued into Folder #1 (See Layout)

**Assembly Instructions:  Cut out the booklet along the outer black line edges of the 

booklet and the title label.  Fold each side in along the lines so that the words are on the 

outside.  Glue the label that says “Borders” inside, in the center.  

These booklets may be taught/completed in any order.  

We are presenting them here in the general order in 

which they appear in the Lapbook.

New York State History Lapbook
Student Instruction Guide



New York Map

Booklet # 1 Printing Suggestion:  Print on white paper.
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Statehood

Booklet # 3



New York 
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                     The Great Seal of New York 

 

Wow! New York! Diversity and contrast, that's New York. The thunderous and spectacular 

Niagara Falls, the rugged mountains of the Adirondacks, the enchanting Catskills, all the lakes 

great and small, the Hudson River, and Fire Island. 

 

And then, there's the city, the Big Apple - New York City, the one and only.  Shop on Fifth 

Avenue, feel the excitement of Times Square, the world of Wall Street, the vitality of Carnegie 

Hall. See the city from atop the Empire State Building, and feel the emotion of history and the 

hope of the future at the Statue of Liberty. Magnificent New York! 

 

New York was named by the British to honor the Duke of York and Albany, the brother of 

England's King Charles II, when New Amsterdam was taken from the Dutch in 1664. New York 

became the name of the state and the city. 

 

People who live in New York or who come from New York are called New Yorkers. 
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Map of New York – Capital, Major Cities, Lakes, and Rivers 



STATEHOOD 

 
New York was one of the 13 original colonies and was admitted to the union on July 26, 1788. 

 

 

STATE CONSTITUTION 
 

The New York State Constitution is the fundamental governing document of the state of New 

York.  The Constitution establishes the structure of New York government and enumerates the 

basic rights of the citizens of New York. 

The state of New York State has been governed under five constitutions, the constitutions of 

1777, 1821, 1846, 1894, and 1938.   Currently, the New York State Constitution has 55,326 

words, omitting the title. 

PREAMBLE: We The People of the State of New York, grateful to Almighty God for our 

Freedom, in order to secure its blessings, do establish this constitution. 

 

 

STATE GOVERNMENT 

 
The New York state government is modeled after the federal government and is made up of three 

separate branches of state government – Executive, Legislative, and Judicial. Each branch has 

different powers and different jobs.  The three branches meet in Albany, New York’s state 

capital.  

 

The governor of the State of New York is an elected Constitutional officer, the head of the 

executive branch.  The executive branch executes the law and plans the budget for the state. The 

governor oversees the administration of the state.  The governor is elected to a four-year term 

and may be reelected.  

 

The New York Legislature is the legislative branch of New York state government. It consists of 

the New York State Assembly (150 members) and the New York State Senate (62 members). It 

is the responsibility of the legislature to interpret the laws.  Members of both branches of the 

legislature are elected to two-year terms.  

The role of the judicial branch in New York state government is the same as that of the federal 

judicial branch: to interpret the laws. The court oversees the lower courts and commissions that 

jointly make up the judicial branch.  The New York courts are responsible for the following: 

 interpreting the state constitution and the laws of state and local governments 

 resolving disputes between private citizens or between a private citizen and a state 

agency 

 exercising authority over people accused of crimes or other violations of the law 

 judging claims of individuals against state and local governments 

 

 



U.S. CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION 

 
The legislative branch of the United States government makes laws for our nation and raises and 

distributes money to run the United States government. The most evident part of the legislative 

branch is the United States Congress. Congress is divided into two parts, called houses. The two 

parts are the Senate and the House of Representatives. Congress is referred to as a bicameral 

body because it is made up of two houses. The Latin roots of the word bicameral, "bi" and 

"cameral," mean two chambers or rooms.  

 

Members of the Senate are called Senators and members of the House of Representatives are 

called Representatives. Senators and representatives serving in these two bodies are sometimes 

referred to as congressmen, or women, and sometimes as legislators because their business is to 

legislate or make laws. The role of the legislative branch is defined in the United States 

Constitution. 

 

Each state elects people to represent them in the United States Congress in Washington, DC. The 

citizens of each state elect two senators to represent them in the Senate. They also elect 

representatives to represent them in the House of Representatives. The number of representatives 

each state sends to the House of Representatives is not a specific number like the Senate, but is 

based on the population of the state. The people, that are elected to represent the state's citizens 

in the United States Congress, are referred to as the congressional delegation. 

 

There are 100 senators in the U.S. Senate. Each is elected to a term, in the Senate, of six years. 

There are 435 representatives in the U.S. House of Representatives. Each is elected to a term, in 

the "House," of two years. 

 

The citizens of New York elect 2 people, like every other state, to represent them in the Senate 

and 29 people, based on New York’s current population in the most recent federal census, to 

represent them in the House of Representatives. 

 

STATE SEAL 
 

The Great Seal of New York was first established in 1777 to 

act as the official seal of the state.  In 1778 a second form 

was completed that included a a full coat of arms. In 1882 a 

final law was adopted describing the seal as designed in 

1778. 

 

New York's seal features the state's official Coat of Arms 

encircled by the words "The Great Seal of the State of New 

York".  
 

 
The Coat of Arms is crested by an American eagle, wings outstretched. The eagle stands upon a 

globe, showing the North Atlantic Ocean.  

 

The female figures of Liberty and Justice stand upon a scroll that proclaims "Excelsior", or "Ever 

Upward". Liberty and Justice frame a scene of two ships on a river, with the sun gloriously rising 

above the mountains. 



STATE CAPITAL (Albany) 
 

 

The New York State Capitol is the capitol 

building of the state of New York. Housing the 

New York State Legislature, it is located in the 

state capital city Albany, on State Street in 

Capitol Park. 

 

The building, completed in 1899 at a cost of 

$25 million (worth approximately half a billion 

current dollars), was the most expensive 

government building of its time. It was 

declared a National Historic Landmark in 

1979.  
 

 

The current building is the fourth capitol building. A small building, the Van Gaasbeek house, 

was used briefly at Kingston, New York.  From August 22 to 25, 1777, the Van Schaick House 

at Cohoes was used by Governor George Clinton as the New York State Capitol. After the 

Revolution, a second building was erected on land just in front of the current building. 

 

The present Capitol was constructed between 1867 and 1899. Three teams of architects worked 

on the design of the Capitol during the 32 years of its construction. They were managed by: 

1867-75: Thomas Fuller, 1875-83: Leopold Eidlitz and Henry Hobson Richardson, 1883-99: 

Isaac G. Perry. Fuller, the initial architect, was an Englishman who also designed the Canadian 

Parliament buildings in Ottawa. 

 

Source:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_State_Capitol 

 

 

STATE MOTTO 
 

“Excelsior” 

 

New York's official state motto is simply Excelsior (Ever Upward). The motto appears on the 

state coat of arms, and is featured on New York's state seal and state flag 

 

 

STATE SLOGAN 
 

 

 

 

 

 

State slogan, I Love New York, was adopted May 19, 2009 

 

 

http://www.statesymbolsusa.org/New_York/stateSEAL.html
http://www.statesymbolsusa.org/New_York/stateFLAG.html


STATE FLAG 
 

 

 

A modern version of a Revolutionary War flag, 

today's New York State flag displays the State 

Coat of Arms, adopted in 1778, and centered on a 

dark blue field. 

 
The shield depicts a cloudless sky with a rising sun behind three mountains, the highlands of the 

Hudson River. A three masted, square rigged ship and a Hudson River sloop navigate towards 

each other on the Hudson River representing commerce. The river is bordered by a grassy shore 

fringed with shrubs. 

 

Beneath the shield on a white ribbon is the State Motto, "Excelsior (Ever Upward)," signifying 

the reach for ever higher goals. Above the shield, the crest shows a Bald Eagle, wings spread, 

perched atop a globe depicting the northern Atlantic Ocean. The eagle faces right, a good omen. 

 

On one side of the shield stands "Justice," her hair decorated with pearls. She is blindfolded and 

carries a sword in one hand and a scale in the other hand. These symbols represent the 

impartiality and fairness of justice required to mete out punishment and reward. Justice is clothed 

in gold with a blue belt edged with red. A loose red robe hangs from her. 

 

Opposite Justice, stands "Liberty," holding a pole topped with the Phrygian cap. These caps were 

given to Roman slaves when emancipated and adopted by French Revolutionists as symbols of 

Liberty. A crown is at her left foot, thrown there to symbolize the failed control of the British 

Monarchy. Liberty is clothed in blue and wearing red sandals. Like Justice, a red robe hangs 

from her shoulder and her unbound hair is decorated with pearls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STATUE OF LIBERTY (NATIONAL MONUMENT) 

 
Perhaps the most recognizable woman in the world, 

the Statue of Liberty has come to symbolize 

America itself. It has welcomed immigrants, 

returning citizens and visitors to these shores for 

over 100 years.  

 

The Statue of Liberty was dedicated on October 28, 

1886, designated as a National Monument in 1924 

and restored for her centennial on July 4, 1986. 

 

The Statue of Liberty was a gift of friendship from 

the people of France to the people of the United 

States and is a universal symbol of freedom and 

democracy. 

 

Over the years, the Statue of Liberty's symbolism 

has grown to include freedom and democracy as 

well as this international friendship.  Sculptor 

Frederic Auguste Bartholdi was commissioned to 

design a sculpture with the year 1876 in mind for 

completion, to commemorate the centennial of 
 

the American Declaration of Independence. The Statue was a joint effort between America and 

France and it was agreed upon that the American people were to build the pedestal, and the 

French people were responsible for the Statue and its assembly here in the United States. 

However, lack of funds was a problem on both sides of the Atlantic Ocean. In France, public 

fees, various forms of entertainment, and a lottery were among the methods used to raise funds. 

In the United States, benefit theatrical events, art exhibitions, auctions and prize fights assisted in 

providing needed funds. 

 

Meanwhile in France, Bartholdi required the assistance of an engineer to address structural issues 

associated with designing such a colossal copper sculpture. Alexandre Gustave Eiffel (designer 

of the Eiffel Tower) was commissioned to design the massive iron pylon and secondary skeletal 

framework which allows the Statue's copper skin to move independently yet stand upright. Back 

in America, fund raising for the pedestal was going particularly slowly, so Joseph Pulitzer (noted 

for the Pulitzer Prize) opened up the editorial pages of his newspaper, "The World" to support 

the fund raising effort. Pulitzer used his newspaper to criticize both the rich who had failed to 

finance the pedestal construction and the middle class who were content to rely upon the wealthy 

to provide the funds. Pulitzer's campaign of harsh criticism was successful in motivating the 

people of America to donate. 

 

Financing for the pedestal was completed in August 1885, and pedestal construction was finished 

in April of 1886. The Statue was completed in France in July, 1884 and arrived in New York 

Harbor in June of 1885 on board the French frigate "Isere" which transported the Statue of 

Liberty from France to the United States. In transit, the Statue was reduced to 350 individual 

pieces and packed in 214 crates. The Statue was re-assembled on her new pedestal in four 

months time. On October 28th 1886, the dedication of the Statue of Liberty took place in front of 

thousands of spectators. She was a centennial gift ten years late. 
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