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Thanks for purchasing this product.  Please check out our Lapbooks 

for other states as well.  The Lapbooks are designed for K-8th grades 

but could be adjusted for use with older students.  

Please also check out our Lapbook Journals for each state.  The 

Lapbook Journals are designed for 

6th-12th grades, but again could be adjusted for other age groups..

We are designing these products, Lapbook Journals and Lapbooks, so 

that they follow the same Study Guide. This will allow for a family to 

study State History TOGETHER, with each age group using the 

product (Lapbook Journal or Lapbook) that best suits that group.  The 

parent may teach from ONE Study Guide and allow each student to 

document what he is learning in his own way.

Illinois State History

 Lapbook

It would be helpful to have pamphlets and brochures 

from the state that you are studying.  You may get these 

at no charge from your Chamber of Commerce, travel 

agencies, and several other places.  Your student may 

read the information, use some of the picture for cutting 

and pasting, or even use some of them to decorate the 

front of the lapbook.



How do I get started?

First, you will want to gather your supplies.  Depending on which format you purchased 

from us, you will need different supplies.  So, take what applies, and skip over the rest.  

*** Printing:

*Print instructions and study guide on white copy paper.  

*Print the booklet templates on 24# colored paper or 110# cardstock.

 For some booklets, we have suggested specific colors or cardstock.  

You may choose to use those suggested colors, or you may choose 

to print on any color that you like.

*** Assembly:

*Folders:  We use colored file folders, which can be 

found at Walmart, Sam’s, Office Depot, Costco, etc.  You will need between 

2 and 4 file folders, depending on which product you have purchased.

You may use manilla folders if you prefer, but we have found that

children respond better with the brightly colored folders.  Don’t worry 

about the tabs….they aren’t important.  If you prefer, you can purchase

the assembled lapbook bases from our website.

*Glue:  For the folder assembly, we use hot glue.  For booklet 

assembly, we use glue sticks and sometimes hot glue, depending on 

the specific booklet.  We have found that bottle glue stays wet for too

long, so it’s not a great choice for lapbooking.

*Other Supplies:  Of course, you will need scissors.  Many

 booklets require additional supplies.  Some of these include metal 

brad fasteners, paper clips, ribbon, yarn,  staples, hole puncher, etc.  

You may want to add decorations of your own, including stickers, buttons,

 coloring pages, cut-out clipart, etc.  The most important thing

 is to use your imagination!  Make it your own!!



Ok.  I’ve gathered the supplies.  Now how do I use this 

product?

Inside, you will find several sections.  They are as follows:

1.  Lapbook Base Assembly & Layout Guide:  This section gives 

instructions and diagrams and will tell the student exactly how to assemble the 

lapbook base and where to glue each booklet into the base.  Depending on the 

student’s age, he or she may need assistance with this process, especially if you 

choose to allow the student to use hot glue.

2.  Student Instruction Guide:  This section is written directly to the student, 

in language that he or she can understand.  However, depending on the age of 

the child, there may be some parent/teacher assistance needed.  This section 

will also tell the student exactly what should be written inside each booklet as 

he or she comes to it during the study, as well as telling the student which 

folder each booklet will be glued into.

4.  Booklet Templates:  This section includes ALL of the templates for the 

booklets.   

5.  Study Guide:  This section is a great resource for the parent/teacher.  It 

includes an overview of this state’s history.  At the end of the Study Guide, 

there are several links that you may use for additional study.  



You will need 3 folders of any color.  Take each one and fold both sides toward the 
original middle fold and make firm creases on these folds (Figure 1). Then glue 
(and staple if needed) the backs of the small flaps together (Figure 2).

This is the “Layout” for your lapbook.  The shapes are not exact on the layout, but you will get 
the idea of where each booklet should go inside your lapbook.

Inside of 1st Folder:  

Land Area

Bodies of 
Water

Borders Population

State Map

State Flag

Illinois State History Lapbook

Base Assembly & Layout Guide

Figure 1 Figure 2

Statehood

State 
Brochure

State Motto

State 
Nickname



Inside of 2nd  Folder:  

Inside of 3rd  Folder:  

More State 
Symbols

State Bird

State Song State Insect

State Quarter

Fact

State Flower

Highest 
& Lowest Points

Fact

State Tree

Fact

Famous 
People

Recipes

Government
State History

State Report

Economy

Fact

Fact

Weather & Climate

Back of 3rd Folder:

State License Plate



Folder #1

Below you will find pictures of a completed Alabama State History 

Lapbook.  YOUR state will be laid out in the SAME way.

This should help in figuring out how to assemble the booklets and then 

how to put it all together! 

Also, there is a page of close-up pictures of some of the booklets that 

may be a little more confusing to assemble.  These pictures should 

help.  

Example is 

Alabama, but 

YOUR state will be 

laid out in the 

SAME way.



Folder #2

Folder #3

Back of Folder #3

Example is 

Alabama, but 

YOUR state will be 

laid out in the 

SAME way.



Booklet #1

*Booklet Title:  State Map

*Student Instructions: On the state map provided, mark and label the capital, other cities, 

lakes, rivers, and any landmarks that you feel are important.

*Completed booklet will be glued into Folder #1 (See Layout)

**Assembly Instructions:  Cut out along the outer black line edges of this one-page book.  

Glue to another piece of paper of a different color,  Cut around the edges again, creating a 

small border.

Booklet #2

*Booklet Title:  Borders

*Student Instructions: In this booklet, you will write down what is found on the borders 

of the state that you are studying.  It may be another state, several states, or it may be a 

body of water.  Write the names on the inside of each direction’s “flap.”

*Completed booklet will be glued into Folder #1 (See Layout)

**Assembly Instructions:  Cut out the booklet along the outer black line edges of the 

booklet and the title label.  Fold each side in along the lines so that the words are on the 

outside.  Glue the label that says “Borders” inside, in the center.  

These booklets may be taught/completed in any order.  

We are presenting them here in the general order in 

which they appear in the Lapbook.

Illinois State History Lapbook
Student Instruction Guide



Illinois Map

Booklet # 1 Printing Suggestion:  Print on white paper.



Booklet # 2
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Statehood

Booklet # 3
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                         The Great Seal of Illinois 

 

 

The state of Illinois was named after the Illinois River.  The river was named by French explorer 

Robert Cavelier Sieur de La Salle in 1679 after the Indians he found living along the banks. 

 

Illinois is the French spelling for the Illinois and Peoria Indian word "iliniwok," meaning men or 

warriors and perhaps referring to members of the Illinois tribe. 

 

People who live in or come from Illinois are called Illinoisians, Illinoisans or Illinoians. 
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Map of Illinois – Capital, Major Rivers 



STATEHOOD 
 

Before Illinois became a State, it was known as the Illinois Territory. In early 1818, the General 

Assembly of the Illinois Territory sent a petition to the United States Congress asking to be 

admitted into the Union.   

 

Granting of statehood in 1818 was controversial. The population numbered less than the required 

60,000. Moreover, in order to include the Chicago port area, territorial representatives induced 

the U.S. Congress to draw the Illinois border 51 miles to the north of the original boundary as 

delimited by the Northwest Ordinance.   
 

On Dec. 3, 1818, Illinois was admitted to the Union as the 21st state. 

 

 

STATE CONSTITUTION 

 
The first constitution of the State of Illinois (1818) was compiled mainly with provisions taken 

from the constitutions of Kentucky, Ohio, and Indiana. It was adopted by the delegates to the 

convention, but never submitted to the people of Illinois. This first constitution put virtually 

unlimited power in the hands of the Legislature while effectively keeping it away from the 

people. 

 

In 1847, with an increase in the population, a movement began for calling a convention to "alter, 

amend, and revise" the constitution of 1818. The resulting constitution of 1848 was an 

improvement over the previous one, but still proved to be susceptible to abuses that encouraged 

greed of all kinds, which caused the Legislature to waste much time and attention, to the 

detriment of the public interest. 

 

The Legislature of 1859 submitted a proposal, to hold a third constitutional convention, to a vote 

of the people. This proposal was endorsed in the election of 1860 and the convention convened 

in Springfield on January 7, 1862. According to law, the delegates to the convention were 

required to take an oath to support the state constitution, before starting the business of the 

convention. Unfortunately, the majority of the delegates not only refused to do this, but they 

assumed powers such as the right to interfere with military affairs - powers they did not have. 

This convention was soon termed a "high rolling convention", to the disgust of the people and 

their work was brought into disrepute. Once the delegates became aware that the convention was 

being severely criticized, they began to make a great effort to create a constitution acceptable to 

the people. The constitution was overwhelmingly defeated in the popular vote and matters left as 

they were until after the war. 

 

Once the war was over and Reconstruction began, calls again began to be made for changes to 

the 1848 constitution. This need for constitutional changes was primarily based on the continuing 

growth in both population and economic complexity of Illinois.  

 

Until 1970, Illinois had five state conventions for the purpose of creating a state constitution. Of 

these, the 1818, 1847, and 1869-70 conventions adopted constitutions that went into effect, while 

the proposed constitutions framed by the conventions of 1862 and 1922 were rejected. Illinois 

government basically remained static from 1870 to 1970. The sixth constitutional convention, in 

1970, produced a new constitution which was approved by voters on December 15, 1970. 



 

PREAMBLE:  We, the People of the State of Illinois - grateful to Almighty God for the civil, 

political and religious liberty which He has permitted us to enjoy and seeking His blessing upon 

our endeavors - in order to provide for the health, safety and welfare of the people; maintain a 

representative and orderly government; eliminate poverty and inequality; assure legal, social 

and economic justice; provide opportunity for the fullest development of the individual; insure 

domestic tranquility; provide for the common defense; and secure the blessings of freedom and 

liberty to ourselves and our posterity - do ordain and establish this Constitution for the State of 

Illinois. 

 

 

STATE GOVERNMENT 
 

The Illinois state government is modeled after the federal government and is made up of three 

separate branches of state government – Executive, Legislative, and Judicial. The three branches 

share power and jointly govern the state of Illinios.  County and local governments are also 

constitutional bodies with limited authority to levy taxes, pass legislation, and create and 

maintain local public infrastructure. 

 

The Governor of the State of Illinois is an elected Constitutional officer, the head of the 

Executive branch, and the highest state office in Illinois. The executive branch is split into 

several statewide elected offices. The governor is responsible for enacting laws passed by the 

Illinois General Assembly .The Governor is elected by popular vote every four years, after which 

he or she must run for re-election.   Illinois state governors are not subject to term limits. 

 

The Illinois General Assembly is the Legislative branch of Illinois state government.   The 

General Assembly is responsible for enacting the laws by which the State of Illinois is governed.  

It is bicameral and consists of the Illinois House of Representatives the Illinois Senate.  

 

STATE REPRESENTATIVES:  Representatives in Illiniois each represent people in a specific 

area of the state. These areas are called house districts. Based on Illinois’ current population, 

there are 118 men and women representing 118 house districts in the Illinois House of 

Representatives. Each representative serves for a period of two years in the House of 

Representatives, after which he or she must run for re-election.  Illinois state representatives are 

not subject to term limits. 

 

STATE SENATORS:  Senators in Illinois each represent people in a specific area of the state. 

These areas are called senate districts. There are currently 59 men and women representing 59 

senate districts in the Illinois Senate.  Each senator serves for a period of four years in the Senate, 

after which he or she must run for re-election.  Illinois state senators are not subject to term 

limits. 

 

The Judiciary branch is composed of the Supreme Court of Illinois, Illinois Appellate Court and 

Illinois Circuit Courts.  The Supreme Court of Illinois is the highest judicial body in Illinois. 

The court oversees the lower courts and commissions that jointly make up the Judicial branch.  

 

 

 



U. S. CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION 

 
The legislative branch of the United States government makes laws for our nation and raises and 

distributes money to run the United States government. The most evident part of the legislative 

branch is the United States Congress. Congress is divided into two parts, called houses. The two 

parts are the Senate and the House of Representatives. Congress is referred to as a bicameral 

body because it is made up of two houses. The Latin roots of the word bicameral, "bi" and 

"cameral," mean two chambers or rooms. Members of the Senate are called Senators and 

members of the House of Representatives are called Representatives. Senators and 

representatives serving in these two bodies are sometimes referred to as congressmen, or women, 

and sometimes as legislators because their business is to legislate or make laws. The role of the 

legislative branch is defined in the United States Constitution. 

 

Each state elects people to represent them in the United States Congress in Washington, DC. The 

citizens of each state elect two senators to represent them in the Senate. They also elect 

representatives to represent them in the House of Representatives. The number of representatives 

each state sends to the House of Representatives is not a specific number like the Senate, but is 

based on the population of the state. The people, that are elected to represent the state's citizens 

in the United States Congress, are referred to as the congressional delegation. 

 

There are 100 senators in the U.S. Senate. Each is elected to a term, in the Senate, of six years. 

There are 435 representatives in the U.S. House of Representatives. Each is elected to a term, in 

the "House," of two years. 

 

The citizens of Illinois elect 2 people, like every other state, to represent them in the Senate and 

19 people, based on Illinois’ current population, to represent them in the House of 

Representatives. 

 

 

STATE SEAL 

 
 

The Great Seal of the State of Illinois features an eagle carrying a 

shield in its talons. Thirteen stars and thirteen stripes on the shield 

represent the original thirteen states of the Union. This basic 

design has survived through several modifications since it was 

first conceived in 1818, the year that Illinois gained statehood. The 

date of the state's first constitution, Aug. 26, 1818, appears along 

the bottom arc of the circle, and 1818, the year of statehood, 

displays on the seal below 1868. 
 

But what about that banner in the eagle's beak? And why is one of the words on the banner 

upside down? Here's where we get a hint of some intrigue and controversy... 

 

When the banner first appeared on the seal, it read "State Sovereignty, National Union". But 

then, in 1867, the Secretary of State Sharon Tyndale decided that some changes should be made 

to the seal. Under Illinois law, the Secretary of State is the guardian of the seal, but changes need 

to be authorized by the General Assembly. So the Secretary of State approached Senator Allen 

Fuller with the idea of changing the seal, and the Senator brought the proposal to the General 



Assembly. Now this was all happening at the time when the Civil War and issues of state's rights 

were still fresh in the nation's mind, and one of the changes that Tyndale had proposed was a 

change to the wording on that banner in the eagle's beak. The Secretary's proposal was to have 

the words on the banner read "National Union, State Sovereignty", instead of "State Sovereignty, 

National Union". The General Assembly disagreed, and decided that the wording should remain 

unchanged. So, the Secretary went along with the General Assembly's decision and made the 

minor changes that were agreed upon... almost.  Perhaps it was a twinkle in the Secretary of 

State's eye (or maybe a bit of spite?), but the Secretary made one small change to that banner that 

still exists today -- the word "Sovereignty", which previously was as readable as any of the 

words on the banner, ended up being turned upside down on the 1868 seal. 

 

 

STATE CAPITAL (Springfield, Illinois) 

 

 

The current Illinois State Capitol building was 

completed in 1889 and has an architectural 

style based in the French Renaissance. It is 

shaped like a Latin cross aligned to the major 

points of the compass.  

 

It is the tallest non-skyscraper capitol, even 

taller than the United States Capitol in 

Washington, DC. 

 

Source:  tripadvisor.com 

 

The first capitol building was in Kaskaskia, Illinois.  It was a two-story brick building.   

 

The second capitol building was in Vandalia, along the Kaskaskia River.  It was the site of three 

capitol buildings.  Vandalia's first capitol was a simple two-story structure, which was destroyed 

by fire.  In 1824, Vandalia's second capitol was built to replace the burnt building for $15,000. 

Soon after the third capitol building was built, many Illinoisans began lobbying to move the 

capital to a more central location in the state. In 1833, the General Assembly responded by 

passing an act allowing Illinoisans to choose their capital city. This worried the people of 

Vandalia, who did not want to lose the capital. Therefore, in 1836, without authorization from 

the General Assembly, the city tore down the third capitol building and replaced it with the 

fourth, a brick state house costing $16,000. Despite this, after strong pressure from Abraham 

Lincoln, the capital was moved to Springfield, Illinois by an 1837 legislative vote. 

 

Illinois' fifth capitol building was built in Springfield in 1853 at a cost of $260,000. As Illinois 

prospered and its population increased, it became apparent that a much larger Capitol was 

needed. The crowding which occurred during the Civil War expansion of government 

demonstrated the old Capitol's inadequacies. An enabling act authorizing a new Capitol building 

was passed by the Twenty-fifth General Assembly on February 24, 1867. This act resulted in the 

construction of the sixth and final capitol. Construction was begun in 1868 and took over twenty 

years to complete at a cost of $4.5 million.  
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