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How do I get started?

First, you will want to gather your supplies.  Depending on which format you purchased from us, 

you will need different supplies.  So, take what applies, and skip over the rest.  

*** Printing:

*Print instructions and study guide on white copy paper.  

*Print the templates on 24# colored paper or 110# cardstock, 

depending on the instructions for each booklet.  For some booklets, 

we have suggested specific colors or cardstock.  You may choose 

to use those suggested colors, or you may choose to print on any

color that you like.

*** Assembly:

*Folders:  We use colored file folders, which can be 

found at Walmart, Sam‟s, Costco, etc.  You will need between 

2 and 4 file folders, depending on which product you have purchased.

You may use manilla folders if you prefer, but we have found that

children respond better with the brightly colored ones.  Don‟t worry 

about the tabs….they aren‟t important.

*Glue:  For the folder assembly, we use hot glue.  For booklet 

assembly, we use glue sticks and sometimes hot glue, depending on 

the specific booklet.  We have found that bottle glue stays wet for too

long, so it‟s not a great choice for lapbooking.

*Other Supplies:  Of course, you will need scissors.  Many

 booklets require additional supplies.  Some of these include metal 

brad fasteners, paper clips, ribbon, yarn,  stapes, etc.  You may 

want to add decorations of your own, including stickers, buttons,

 coloring pages, cut-out clipart, etc.  The most important thing

 is to use your imagination!  Make it your own!!



Ok.  I’ve gathered the supplies.  Now how do I use this product?

Inside, you will find several sections.  They are as follows:

1.  Student Assembly and Completion Instructions:  This section is written directly to the 

student, in language that he or she can understand.  However, depending on the age of the 

child, there may be some parent/teacher assistance needed.  These instructions will tell the 

student exactly how to assemble the lapbook base and how to cut out and assemble each 

booklet.  Here, they will find a layout of where each booklet should be placed in the lapbook 

and pictures of a completed lapbook. They will also tell the student exactly what should be 

written inside each booklet as he or she comes to it during the study.

2.  Teacher’s Guide:  This section is a great resource for the parent/teacher.  In this section, 

you will find the answer to each question. You will also find suggestions of extra activities 

that you may want to use with your student.

3.  Study Guide:  This section includes ALL of the information that you need to teach this 

subject.  You may choose to teach directly from the Study Guide, or you may choose to 

allow your student to read the study guide himself.  Either way, you will find all of the 

information here.  



Lapbook Base Assembly:

First, you will need to assemble the “Lapbook Base” for your project. This is not such an easy task, 
so you may want to ask for some assistance with this part.

For this lapbook, you will need 3 file folders.  Open each file folder, and lay it flat in front of you.  
Fold both sides of each folder toward the middle.  The edges (or tabs) of the folded sides should 
touch the center original fold line on the folders.  See Figure 1 below.  Then, lay all 3 file folders 
out in front of you after you have folded them all to look like Figure 1.  Now glue the smaller 
“flaps” of each folder to those of the next folder as in Figure 2 below.

Figure 1 Figure 2
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Inside of 1st Folder:  

Inside of 2nd Folder:  

Hurricane 

Names

Inland 

Flooding

Ingredients

Saffir-

Simpson 

Scale

 

Lapbook Layout:

Below you will see a layout for each folder in the lapbook.  You may choose to glue the booklets 
into your Lapbook Base in any order that you like.  However, you may have trouble fitting all of 
them in unless you follow the layout below.  Some of the shapes aren’t exactly the same on the 
layout as the booklets themselves.  
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Below you will find pictures of how the lapbook 

should look when you have completely assembled it.     

1st Folder

Complete
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2nd Folder

3rd  Folder



Booklet #1

*Booklet Title:  “What are the ingredients for a hurricane?” Booklet

*Student Instructions: Hurricanes can only form under special circumstances.  Do you know 

what they are?  Write them inside this booklet.

*Completed booklet will be glued into Folder #1 (See Layout)

**Assembly Instructions:  Cut out the booklet along the outer black line edges.  Then fold 

along the center line so that the title is on the front.

Booklet #2

*Booklet Title:  “What is a hurricane?” Booklet

*Student Instructions: The word “hurricane” isn‟t easy to define.  Write your definition inside 

this booklet.

*Completed booklet will be glued into Folder #1 (See Layout)

**Assembly Instructions:  Cut out the booklet along the outer black line edges.  Then fold 

along the center so that the title is on the front.
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Booklet #3

*Booklet Title:  “Tropical Cyclone Classifications” Booklet

*Student Instructions: There are different types of tropical cyclones.  Write about them in this 

booklet.

*Completed booklet will be glued into Folder #1 (See Layout)

**Assembly Instructions:  Cut out along the outer black line edges of this 1 page booklet.  

Then glue to another piece of paper of a different color, and trim around the edges so that you 

leave a small border.

Booklet #4

*Booklet Title:  “Definitions” Booklet

*Student Instructions: There are two very important words to know when studying the basics 

of hurricanes.  See if you can define them in this booklet.

*Completed booklet will be glued into Folder #3 (See Layout)

**Assembly Instructions:  Cut out along the outer black line edges of the booklet.  Fold along 

the center vertical line so that the words are on the outside.  Cut along the dogged horizontal line 

so that there are “flaps” under which to write your definitions.

Booklet #5

*Booklet Title:  “Hurricane Names” Booklet

*Student Instructions: Hurricanes are given names that sound like people.  Why is this?  See if 

you can answer the 4 questions in this booklet.

*Completed booklet will be glued into Folder #1 (See Layout)

**Assembly Instructions:  Cut out along the outer black line edges of the booklet.  Then, fold 

along the 1st and 3rd vertical solid lines, so that the questions are all on the outside.  Now cut 

along the short horizontal dotted lines, creating “flaps” under which to write your answers.
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Ideas For Further Study:

Videos:

*** BrainPop Video:  
 http://www.brainpop.com/science/weather/hurricanes/ 

*** Earthquake drill and Hurricane footage videos:  
 http://www.fema.gov/kids/v_lib.htm 

*** LOTS of videos of hurricanes:  
 http://rsd.gsfc.nasa.gov/rsd/movies/movies.html 

Pictures:

*** Great pictures from NASA: 
  http://rsd.gsfc.nasa.gov/rsd/images/preview.html 

*** This is a site with pictures of a hurricane from an airplane:  
 http://home.att.net/~typhoon1/thumb1.html 

Games:

*** Hurricane House Game:  
 http://www.fema.gov/kids/games/hurhouse/ 

Experiments:

*** Hurricane Experiment that’s fun:  

 http://school.discoveryeducation.com/lessonplans/programs/ragingplanet-hurricane/ 

*** Hurricane Tracking Charts: 

  http://www.weatherwizkids.com/trackingcharts.htm 

http://www.knowledgeboxcentral.com


Lessons With LOTS of “STUFF”:

*** This site has an entire lesson plan, with lots of activities and ideas:

 http://weathereye.kgan.com/expert/hurricane/ 

*** TONS and TONS of activities and information:  

 http://www.miamisci.org/hurricane/toc.html 



Answers to booklet questions:

PLEASE note that MANY of the answers will vary.  Please refer to the Study Guide for more 
information.

Booklet 1: The ingredients for a hurricane include a pre-existing weather disturbance, warm tropical 

oceans, moisture, and relatively light winds aloft.

Booklet 2: A hurricane is a type of tropical cyclone, which is a generic term for a low pressure system 

that generally forms in the tropics.

Booklet 3:

Tropical Depression
An organized system of clouds and thunderstorms with a defined surface circulation and maximum 

sustained winds* of 38 mph (33 kt**) or less

Tropical Storm
An organized system of strong thunderstorms with a defined surface circulation and maximum 

sustained winds of 39-73 mph (34-63 kt)

Hurricane
An intense tropical weather system of strong thunderstorms with a well-defined surface circulation and 

maximum sustained winds of 74 mph (64 kt) or higher.

Booklet 4: 

** Sustained winds - A 1-minute average wind measured at about 33 ft (10 meters) above the 

surface.

** 1 knot = 1 nautical mile per hour or 1.15 statute miles per hour. Abbreviated as "kt".

CONTINUED on next page...
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The ingredients for a hurricane include a pre-existing weather disturbance, 

warm tropical oceans, moisture, and relatively light winds aloft. If the right 

conditions persist long enough, they can combine to produce the violent 

winds, incredible waves, torrential rains, and floods we associate with this 
phenomenon.  

Each year, an average of eleven tropical storms develop over the Atlantic 

Ocean, Caribbean Sea, and Gulf of Mexico. Many of these remain over the 

ocean and never impact the U.S. coastline. Six of these storms become 

hurricanes each year. In an average 3-year period, roughly five 

hurricanes strike the US coastline, killing approximately 50 to 100 

people anywhere from Texas to Maine. Of these, two are typically 

"major" or "intense" hurricanes (a category 3 or higher storm on the 

Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Scale). 

What is a Hurricane? 

A hurricane is a type of tropical cyclone, which is a generic term for a low pressure system that 

generally forms in the tropics. The cyclone is accompanied by thunderstorms and, in the Northern 

Hemisphere, a counterclockwise circulation of winds near the earth's surface. Tropical cyclones are 
classified as follows: 

 

Tropical Depression 

An organized system of clouds and thunderstorms with a defined 

surface circulation and maximum sustained winds* of 38 mph (33 
kt**) or less 

Tropical Storm 

An organized system of strong thunderstorms with a defined surface 
circulation and maximum sustained winds of 39-73 mph (34-63 kt) 

Hurricane 

An intense tropical weather system of strong thunderstorms with a well-defined surface circulation 
and maximum sustained winds of 74 mph (64 kt) or higher. 

Hurricanes are categorized according to the strength of their winds using the Saffir-Simpson 

Hurricane Scale. A Category 1 storm has the lowest wind speeds, while a Category 5 hurricane has 

the strongest. These are relative terms, because lower category storms can sometimes 

inflict greater damage than higher category storms, depending on where they strike and 

 
Hurricane Fran 1996  

* Sustained winds 

A 1-minute average wind 

measured at about 33 ft (10 
meters) above the surface. 

** 1 knot = 1 nautical mile 

per hour or 1.15 statute 

miles per hour. Abbreviated 

as "kt".  

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/HAW2/english/basics/saffir_simpson.shtml
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/HAW2/english/basics/saffir_simpson.shtml
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/HAW2/english/basics/saffir_simpson.shtml


the particular hazards they bring. In fact, tropical storms can also produce significant damage 
and loss of life, mainly due to flooding.  

Hurricane Names  

 

When the winds from these storms reach 39 mph (34 kts), the cyclones are given names. Years 

ago, an international committee developed names for Atlantic cyclones (The History of Naming 

Hurricanes). In 1979 a six year rotating list of Atlantic storm names was adopted — alternating 

between male and female hurricane names. Storm names are used to facilitate geographic 

referencing, for warning services, for legal issues, and to reduce confusion when two or more 

tropical cyclones occur at the same time. Through a vote of the World Meteorological Organization 

Region IV Subcommittee, Atlantic cyclone names are retired usually when hurricanes result in 

substantial damage or death or for other special circumstances. The names assigned for the next 
several seasons are shown below. 

 

Names for Atlantic Basin Tropical Cyclones  

2008  
Arthur 

Bertha 

Cristobal 

Dolly 

Edouard 

Fay 

Gustav 

Hanna 

Ike 

Josephine 

Kyle 

Laura 

Marco 

Nana 

Omar 

Paloma 

Rene 

Sally 

Teddy 

Vicky 

Wilfred 

2009  
Ana 

Bill 

Claudette 

Danny 

Erika 

Fred 

Grace 

Henri 

Ida 

Joaquin 

Kate 

Larry 

Mindy 

Nicholas 

Odette 

Peter 

Rose 

Sam 

Teresa 

Victor 

Wanda  

2010  
Alex 

Bonnie 

Colin 

Danielle 

Earl 

Fiona 

Gaston 

Hermine 

Igor 

Julia 

Karl 

Lisa 

Matthew 

Nicole 

Otto 

Paula 

Richard 

Shary 

Tomas 

Virginie 

Walter 

2011  
Arlene 

Bret 

Cindy 

Don 

Emily 

Franklin 

Gert 

Harvey 

Irene 

Jose 

Katia 

Lee 

Maria 

Nate 

Ophelia 

Philippe 

Rina 

Sean 

Tammy 

Vince 

Whitney  

2012  
Alberto 

Beryl 

Chris 

Debby 

Ernesto 

Florence 

Gordon 

Helene 

Isaac 

Joyce 

Kirk 

Leslie 

Michael 

Nadine 

Oscar 

Patty 

Rafael 

Sandy 

Tony 

Valerie 

William 

2013  
Andrea 

Barry 

Chantal 

Dorian 

Erin 

Fernand 

Gabrielle 

Humberto 

Ingrid 

Jerry 

Karen 

Lorenzo 

Melissa 

Nestor 

Olga 

Pablo 

Rebekah 

Sebastien 

Tanya 

Van 

Wendy  

 

WATCH vs. WARNING - KNOW THE DIFFERENCE  

 A HURRICANE WATCH issued for your part of the coast indicates the possibility that you 

could experience hurricane conditions within 36 hours.  

This watch should trigger your family's disaster plan, and protective measures should be 

initiated, especially those actions that require extra time such as securing a boat, leaving a 

barrier island, etc. 

 A HURRICANE WARNING issued for your part of the coast indicates that sustained winds 

of at least 74 mph are expected within 24 hours or less. 

Once this warning has been issued, your family should be in the process of completing 
protective actions and deciding the safest location to be during the storm.  

http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/HAW2/english/basics/naming.shtml
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/HAW2/english/basics/naming.shtml


 

 

 

 Tropical Storm  

Winds 39-73 mph 
 Category 1 Hurricane — winds 74-95 mph (64-82 kt) 

No real damage to buildings. Damage to unanchored mobile homes. Some damage to poorly 

constructed signs. Also, some coastal flooding and minor pier damage.  

- Examples: Irene 1999 and Allison 1995  
 Category 2 Hurricane — winds 96-110 mph (83-95 kt) 

Some damage to building roofs, doors and windows. Considerable damage to mobile homes. 

Flooding damages piers and small craft in unprotected moorings may break their moorings.  
Some trees blown down. 

- Examples: Bonnie 1998, Georges(FL & LA) 1998 and Gloria 1985 
 Category 3 Hurricane — winds 111-130 mph (96-113 kt) 

Some structural damage to small residences and utility buildings. Large trees blown down. 

Mobile homes and poorly built signs destroyed. Flooding near the coast destroys smaller 

structures with larger structures damaged by floating debris. Terrain may be flooded well 

inland. 

- Examples: Keith 2000, Fran 1996, Opal 1995, Alicia 1983 and Betsy 1965  
 Category 4 Hurricane — winds 131-155 mph (114-135 kt) 

More extensive curtainwall failures with some complete roof structure failure on small 

residences. Major erosion of beach areas. Terrain may be flooded well inland.  

- Examples: Hugo 1989 and Donna 1960  
 Category 5 Hurricane — winds 156 mph and up (135+ kt) 

Complete roof failure on many residences and industrial buildings. Some complete building 

failures with small utility buildings blown over or away. Flooding causes major damage to 

lower floors of all structures near the shoreline. Massive evacuation of residential areas may 

be required. 
- Examples: Andrew(FL) 1992, Camille 1969 and Labor Day 1935  

 

 

"The greatest potential for loss of life related to a hurricane is from the storm surge."  

Storm surge is simply water that is pushed toward the shore 

by the force of the winds swirling around the storm. This 

advancing surge combines with the normal tides to create the 

hurricane storm tide, which can increase the mean water 

level 15 feet or more. In addition, wind driven waves are 

superimposed on the storm tide. This rise in water level can 

cause severe flooding in coastal areas, particularly when the storm tide coincides with the  normal 

high tides. Because much of the United States' densely populated Atlantic and Gulf Coast coastlines 
lie less than 10 feet above mean sea level, the danger from storm tides is tremendous.  
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