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How do I get started? 

 

First, you will want to gather your supplies.    

 

*** Assembly: 

  

 *Folders:  We use colored file folders, which can be found at Walmart, Sam’s, Office 

Depot, Costco, etc.  You will need between 1 and 8 file folders, depending on which product 

you have purchased (See the Assembly Guide & pictures to determine how many are needed 

for this product).  You may use manila folders if you prefer, but we have found that children 

respond better with the brightly colored folders.  Don’t worry about the tabs….they aren’t 

important. Within this product, you will be given easy, step-by-step instructions for how to 

fold and assemble these folders.  If you would prefer to watch a video that shows the process, 

go to our YouTube Channel here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBqR-3WSHb0 

 

  

 *Glue:  For the folder assembly, we use hot glue.  For booklet 

 assembly, we use glue sticks and sometimes hot glue, depending on  

the specific booklet.  We have found that bottle glue stays wet for too  

long, so it’s not a great choice for lapbooking.  For gluing the folders together, we 

                                suggest using hot glue, but ONLY with adult supervision.   

                                These things get SUPER hot, and can cause SEVERE  

                                burns within seconds. 

  

 *Other Supplies:  Of course, you will need scissors.   

Many  booklets require additional supplies.  Some of these  

include metal brad fasteners, paper clips, ribbon, yarn,  staples, hole puncher, etc. 

                       You may want to add decorations of your own, including stickers,  

                       buttons,  coloring pages, cut-out clipart, etc.  Sometimes, we even  

                       use scrapbooking supplies.  The most important 

                       thing  is to use your imagination!  Make it your own!! 



Ok.  I’ve gathered the supplies.  Now how do I use this product? 

 

Inside, you will find these sections: 

 

1. Base Assembly/Layout and Pictures:  This section gives instructions and diagrams that 

will tell the student exactly how to assemble the lapbook base and where to glue each booklet 

into the base.  Depending on the student’s age, he or she may need assistance with this 

process, especially if you choose to allow the student to use hot glue. 

 

2.  Booklet Templates & Instructions: This section includes ALL of the templates  In 

MOST of our products, we have suggestions for the color to print them on, but with this 

particular product, just use a lot of green if possible. Each booklet template does include the 

instructions for assembling it. 

 

NOTE to TEACHERS: This textbook does include a list of all of the answers to the 

What Do You Remember questions., so we have not duplicated those answers here.  Please 

refer to pages 223-230 of the textbook. 

 

 

NOTE: 

Frequently Asked Question:  What is the difference between 

a Lapbooks and an Interactive Notebooks? MOST choose to 

glue all of their booklets into a folder base (Lapbook). Others 

choose to use a regular notebook or spiral binder and glue all 

of their booklets into that. The choice is YOURS!  You may 

also choose to use the booklets within this Lapbook to create 

an Interactive Notebook, which is a spiral notebook in which 

you will just glue the booklets in as you assemble them and 

answer the questions. 

 



Colors & Shapes – Why Do They Matter? 

 

After MUCH research and studies, science has shown that colors and shapes have 

psychological values.  These influence the emotions and memories of each one of us.  In our 

products, we have used specific colors and shapes in ways that will improve information 

retention and allow for a much more mentally interactive time of study.  Some pages may 

have a notation at the bottom, where a specific color is suggested for your printing paper.  

This color suggestion is designed to improve information retention.  However, if you do not 

have that specific color of paper, just print on whatever color you have.  For the most benefit, 

follow the color suggestions, and watch your child’s memory and enthusiasm truly soar! 

 

NOTE:  For THIS particular Lapbook, we have suggested colors for very 

few booklets, as most are related to plants. Please DO use a lot of green, and 

pay attention to the few places that DO have a color suggestion for printing. 

Be creative! 
 

Make it your own! 

 

If you would like to send pictures of your completed 

lapbook, please do!  We would love to display your 

lapbooks on our website and/or in our newsletter.   

 

Just send your pictures, first initial & last name, and age 

to us at: cyndi.kinney.kbc@gmail.com 
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Base Assembly & Layout Guide 

If you would prefer to watch a video that shows the process, go to our 
YouTube Channel here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBqR-
3WSHb0 

 

You are going to make 2 Lapbooks! You will need 6 folders (total), of any color.  
There will be 3 folders in the first Lapbook and 3 folders in the second Lapbook. Take 
each fold and fold both sides toward the original middle fold and make firm creases 
on these folds. Then glue (and staple if needed) the backs of the small flaps 
together.  Again, please watch the video on our YouTube Channel, 
mentioned above. 

 

Open each file folder, and lay it flat in front of you. Fold both sides of each folder 
toward the middle. The edges (or tabs) of the  folded sides should touch the center 
original fold line on the folders. See Figure 1.  Figure 2 shows how all 3 folders 
should be assembled together. 

 

Figure 1 

Figure 2  

Again, please watch the video on our YouTube Channel, mentioned above. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBqR-3WSHb0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RBqR-3WSHb0
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Below, you will see the layout for each individual folder. You do not HAVE to place 
the booklets in this exact way, but all of the booklets may not fit properly if you 
choose to place them differently.  
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Below are pictures of my completed lapbooks.  This 

should help in figuring out how to assemble the 

booklets and then how to put it all together! 

Notice that I have used buttons, ribbon, etc to 

embellish the booklets and hide the staples. The 

choice is YOURS! Get creative!!  

Completed  

Lapbook 1 and 

Lapbook 2 

Lapbook 1 

Folder 1 
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Lapbook 1 
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Lapbook 2 
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The next section contains  

ALL of the booklet templates and  

their instructions. 

 

These cover most of the questions 

that you will see in bold, orange, 

centered print throughout each 

lesson/chapter as well as many of the 

“What Do You Remember” questions. 

 

You will create 2 separate Lapbooks 

to go along with this textbook. 



Instructions: Cut out along the black line edges of all of the pages. Stack so that the 

title is on top and the questions are in order. Secure with a metal brad fastener, yarn, 

or piece of string through the hole if desired.. Glue into your Lapbook or Interactive 

Notebook.. 

Lesson 1, Booklet 1 (Continued on next page) 

Lapbook 1, Folder 1  

Lesson 1, 

Booklet 1 

1. Explain, in your own words, what the 

observable universe is and why we say 

it is observable. 



Lesson 1, Booklet 1 (Continued from previous page) 

Lapbook 1, Folder 1  

3. What do you think is beyond the 

observable universe? 

2. Explain how the universe is getting 

bigger and what that means for the 

current objects in the observable 

universe. 



Lesson 1, Booklet 2 (Continued on next page) 

Lapbook 1, Folder 1  

Instructions: Cut out along the black line edges of the booklet and the two question 

pages. Fold the booklet along the dotted lines so that the words are on the front and 

the tabs meet. Stack the  question pages together, in order. Staple them at the top, 

inside the booklet. Write your answers on each page. Glue into your Lapbook or 

Interactive Notebook. 
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1.  What is the name 

of the galaxy that we 

live in? 

2.  Can you name the 3 

types of galaxies we 

discussed?  



Lesson 1, Booklet 2 (Continued from previous page) 

Lapbook 1, Folder 1  

3. Do we know of any 

other planet that has life? 



Instructions: Cut out along the 

black line edges of all 7 pages. 

Stack with the title on top all of the 

pages in order. Each page should 

be slightly longer than the one 

before. Secure with a staple at 

the top. Glue into your Lapbook or 

Interactive Notebook.. 

Lesson 2, Booklet 1 

Lapbook 1, Folder 1 

Lesson 2 

Booklet 1 

Question 1 

Question 2 

Question 3 

Question 4 

Question 5 

What is the habitable zone? Does the habitable zone have 

another name? 

What happens if a planet is 

too close to its sun? 

Why is the size of a planet 

important for life? 
What happens if a planet is 

too far from its sun? 

Question 6 

What does terrestrial mean? 



We hope you enjoyed this  

Lapbook Package!  

 

Please be sure to check out our  

website, where we have hundreds 

more interactive products to keep 

your students’ hands and brains busy. 

Be sure to check out our many other 

Apologia Science supplements. Sign up 

for our newsletter to receive a FREE 

$5.00 coupon to use on our website! 
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