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How do I get started? 

 

First, you will want to gather your supplies. Depending on which format you purchased from 

us, you will need different supplies. So, take what applies, and skip over the rest.  

 

*** Printing: 

 *Print instructions and study guide on white copy paper.  

 *Print the booklet templates on 24# colored paper. 

 

*** Assembly: 

 *Folders: We use colored file folders, which can be                                                               

found at Wal-Mart, Sam’s, Office Depot, Costco, etc. You will need                                                             

3 file folders. You may use manila folders if you prefer,                                                                               

but we have found that children respond better with the                                                                    

brightly colored folders. Don’t worry about the tabs….                                                                                      

they aren’t important. If you prefer, you can purchase the                                                       

assembled lapbook bases from our website. 

 *Glue: For booklet assembly, we use glue sticks and                                                       

sometimes hot glue, depending on the specific booklet.                                                                                 

We have found that bottle glue stays wet for too                                                                                

long, so it’s not a great choice for lapbooking. 

 *Other Supplies: Of course, you will need scissors. Many                                                   

booklets require additional supplies. Some of these include metal                                                      

brad fasteners, paper clips, ribbon, yarn, staples, hole puncher, etc.                                                         

You may want to add decorations of your own, including stickers, buttons,                                                 

coloring pages, cut-out clipart, etc. The most important thing                                                                             

is to use your imagination! Make it your own!! 



Ok. I’ve gathered the supplies. Now how do I use this product? 

 

Inside, you will find several sections. They are as follows: 

 

1. Student Assembly and Completion Instructions: This section is written directly to the 

student, in language that he or she can understand. However, depending on the age of the 

child, there may be some parent/teacher assistance needed. These instructions will tell the 

student exactly how to assemble the lapbook base and how to cut out and assemble each 

booklet. Here, they will find a layout of where each booklet should be placed in the 

lapbook and pictures of a completed lapbook. They will also tell the student exactly what 

should be written inside each booklet as he or she comes to it during the study. 

2. Booklet Templates: This section includes all of the templates for the booklets within this 

lapbook.  

3. Study Guide: This section includes most of the information that you need to teach this 

subject. You may choose to teach directly from the Study Guide, or you may choose to 

allow your student to read the study guide himself. Either way, you will find all of the 

information here. 



America Through the Centuries:  1600s Lapbook 

Student Instruction Guide 

Lapbook Base Assembly: 

First, you will need to assemble the “Lapbook Base” for your project.  

For this lapbook, you will need 3 file folders. Open the file folder, and lay it flat in front of 

you. Fold both sides of each folder toward the middle. The edges (or tabs) of the  folded sides 

should touch the center original fold line on the  folders. See Figure 1.   Figure 2 shows how 

all 3 folders should be assembled. 

 

Figure 1 

Figure 2  



Lapbook Layout: 

Below, you will see a layout for the lapbook. You may choose to glue the booklets into your 

Lapbook Base in any order that you like. However, you may have trouble fitting all of them 

in unless you follow the layout below. Some of the shapes aren’t exactly the same on the 

layout as the booklets themselves.  

Folder 1 

Folder 2 

Establishment of 

the Colonies 

Clothing 

Housing 

Education 

Recipe 

Food 

John Smith 

Increase and Cotton 

Mather 

Fun Facts  

State of the 

Colonies 

Mary Rowlandson 

Pocahontas 

Copywork 

Timeline 

King Phillip’s War Salem Witch Trials 



Folder 3 

Fun Facts  

Fun Facts  

Coloring 

Pages 

Mapwork 

Word Search 

Matching Quiz 



Below, you will find pictures of how the lapbook 

should look when you have completely assembled it.  

Folder 1 Folder 2 

Folder 3 

All Folders 



America Through the Centuries: 

1600s Lapbook 

Student Instruction Guide 

Booklet #1 

*Booklet Title:   Establishment of the Colonies 

*Student Instructions:  When was the colony at Jamestown established?  What other 

colonies were established?  By whom?  What were some of the differences between the 

colonies?  Discuss your answers in this booklet.   

**Assembly Instructions: Cut out along the outer black line edges of the booklet and 

additional pages. Insert the additional pages inside and secure with a staple at top. 

 

Booklet #2 

*Booklet Title: Clothing 

*Student Instructions: What did colonial men wear?  Women?  How was the children’s 

clothing different?  Discuss your answers in this booklet. 

**Assembly Instructions:  Cut out along the outer black line edges of  all four pages.  Stack 

with the title page on top, and secure with a staple at the top of the stack.   

 

Booklet #3 

*Booklet Title:  Housing 

*Student Instructions:  What were colonial homes made of?  How long did it take to 

build the average colonial home?  Discuss your answers in this booklet. 

**Assembly Instructions: Cut out along the outer black line edges of  all three pages.  Stack 

with the title page on top, and secure with a staple at the top of the stack.   



Establishment of the Colonies 

Booklet 1 



Clothing 

Booklet 2 



Booklet 2 continued 



Use this map to help you with booklet #16. 



America in the 1600s 

The 1600s in North America was a period of rapid expansion of European colonization.  In 1607, the first 

permanent British colony was established in Jamestown, Virginia, by the Virginia Company.  This was a 

joint stock company chartered by King James and led by Captain John Smith. These settlers were 

adventurers more than farmers.  The early years were difficult in this settlement on the James River.  The 

colonists faced conflicts with the natives and starvation.  Half of the settlers in the southern colonies arrived 

as indentured servants—laborers who worked a four to seven year contract to pay for passage to the 

colonies. 

Lord Baltimore, of England, founded the colony of Maryland.  This colony was designed to give Catholics 

and others greater religious freedom. By the late 1600s, both Maryland and Virginia had established a strong 

economic and social structure.  There were many large plantations, farming along the abundant rivers.  

These plantations used abundant slave labor, had large houses, and copied a European aristocratic lifestyle.  

Poorer German and Scots-Irish immigrants populated the Shenandoah Valley and the Appalachian 

Mountains.  Those on the frontier built small cabins and grew corn and wheat. 

The Mid-Atlantic region, around present day New York and north, was originally settled by the Dutch.  The 

colony was named New Netherlands, with the capital called New Amsterdam.  It looked much like a Dutch 

town, with winding streets, canals, brick houses, and gabled roofs.  The Dutch focused on the fur trade with 

native Indians.  Any rich Dutch gentleman who transported fifty people to the new colony received an 

enormous estate along the Hudson River.  In 1664, the British took over the colony, renaming it New York.  

The Dutch settlers kept their property, while Dutch colonial art and architecture remained prevalent in the 

colony. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1611, William Penn, a wealthy Quaker, was granted a large tract of land west of the Delaware River.  

Here he encouraged Quakers, Amish, Baptists, and Mennonites to settle in an atmosphere of religious 

freedom.  German farmers settled in the countryside.  Industries such as weaving, shoemaking, and cabinet -

making thrived.   

New England was settled by religious dissenters known as Pilgrims.  These Pilgrims, also known as 

Puritans, believed that God had formed a covenant with them.  They were expected to live by scripture, 

reform the Anglican Church, and set a good example for others.  Church attendance was mandatory.  They 


