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Thanks for purchasing this product.  Please check 

out our Lapbook Journals for other states.  The 

Lapbook Journals are designed for 6th-12th grades 

but could be adjusted for use with younger students.  

Please also check out our Lapbooks for each state, 

and these are designed for K-8th grades.

We are designing these products, Lapbook Journals 

and Lapbooks, so that they follow the same Study 

Guide. This will allow for a family to study State 

History TOGETHER, with each age group using the 

product (Lapbook Journal or Lapbook) that best 

suits that group.  The parent may teach from ONE 

Study Guide and allow each student to document 

what he is learning in his own way.

Pennsylvania State History

 Lapbook Journal



1.  Supplies: Gather the following supplies:  3-ring binder (2 inches), 

scissors, white paper, colored paper, light colored cardstock, glue, staples 

& stapler, ribbon, hole punch, metal brad fasteners (optional), and 

crayons or colored pencils.  (If you purchased the printed format of this 

product, then you will need all of the listed supplies except the paper.)

2.  Brochures/Pamphlets:  Contact a Chamber of Commerce or travel 

agent within your state, and request brochures and pamphlets.  Place a 

pocket inside your binder, and keep your brochures and pamphlets there.  

During your study, you may refer to these to help with answering the 

questions.  You may also choose to cut out some of the words or pictures 

from them and decorate the pages of your notebook.

3.  Study Guide:  This guide contains an overview of this state’s history.  

Websites where you can find additional information are included on the 

last page of the Study Guide.  

4.  Journal Pages:  These pages contain many questions that you will 

need to answer during your study of this state’s history.  There are 2 

blank pages at the end of this section, and these are for your State 

Report. This will be a short essay that tells a brief overview of what you 

have learned during your study.  You may add pages, as needed.

5.  Lapbook Pages:  This is where you will create 6 booklets that further 

document what you have learned during your study.  If you enjoy hand-

on projects, you may complete these and glue them on the last 2 pages of 

this section.  If you choose not to complete these booklets, then we 

suggest that you make sure to cover the requested information in your 

State Report in the previous section.

How to Use This Product:
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                    The Great Seal of Pennsylvania 

 

 

The name Pennsylvania was specified in the charter given to William Penn by England's Charles 

II in 1680. The Latin Sylvania meaning "woodlands" was added to Penn to create "Penn's 

woods." 

 

People who live in Pennsylvania or who come from Pennsylvania are called Pennsylvanians. 
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Map of Pennsylvania – Capital, Major Cities and Rivers 

 

 

The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
 

Welcome to Pennsylvania, the birthplace of independence and the Constitution. In 1681, when 

King Charles II granted William Penn, a Quaker, the vast tract of land that includes present-day 

Pennsylvania, the grant had strings attached: Penn was required to repay the king by sending him 

two beaver pelts a year! 

 

Penn and the Quakers found refuge from religious persecution here, and the land became a haven 

for others too, including Mennonites and Amish. Primarily of German descent, these 



“Pennsylvania Dutch" settled in and around Lancaster County.  Adhering to a simple way of life, 

the Pennsylvania Dutch, still live in the state's tranquil farmland settings, shunning many of the 

conveniences of modern America in favor of slower, more peaceful ways. It is common to see a 

plodding horse and buggy on the state's country roads, driven by plainly-dressed people living a 

simpler, slower way of life. 

 

Pennsylvania welcomes visitors with open arms, and boasts that over 5 million tourists a year 

come to the peaceful Lancaster County area to partake of a more relaxed lifestyle, beautiful 

landscapes, and charmingly hospitable people. 

 

 

STATEHOOD 
 

In 1787 the United States Constitution was drafted in Philadelphia.  On December 12, 1787, 

Pennsylvania was the second state to ratify it and was admitted to the Union as the 2
nd

 state.  

 

 

STATE CONSTITUTION 

The Pennsylvania Constitution is the foundation of Pennsylvania’s state government.  The first 

Constitution was adopted in 1776 and was a framework for the U.S. Constitution, which did not 

take effect until 1789.  

The articles and amendments of the Pennsylvania Constitution compose the fundamental laws of 

the Commonwealth. It ensures basic rights to its citizens, outlines the structure of government, 

and provides the rules by which representatives are elected and how they conduct the business of 

the state. 

PREAMBLE:  We, the people of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, grateful to Almighty God 

for the blessings of civil and religious liberty, and humbly invoking His guidance, do ordain and 

establish this Constitution. 

 

 

STATE GOVERNMENT 

 
The Pennsylvania State Capitol, in Harrisburg, is the seat of government for the U.S. state of 

Pennsylvania. The capitol houses the chambers for the Pennsylvania General Assembly and the 

Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, as well as the offices of the Governor and the Lieutenant 

Governor. It is also the main building of the Pennsylvania State Capitol Complex. 

 
Like the United States, Pennsylvania’s government is defined by their constitution. And, like the 

United States, Pennsylvania’s government is comprised of three equal and independent branches. 

The legislative branch makes commonwealth laws, a responsibility carried out by the General 

Assembly. The executive branch administers commonwealth laws and is overseen by the 

Governor. And the judicial branch preserves the rule of law and guarantees citizens’ rights by 

resolving disputes through the courts.  

 

The executive branch of Pennsylvania government, consisting of both elected and appointed 

officials, is headed by the Governor, who holds the state's highest office. Citizens look to the 



Governor as a leader who will set the agenda for state government, see that current problems are 

dealt with effectively and that plans for the future are put into place.  The Constitution limits the 

office of the governor to two consecutive four year terms with no limit on how many total terms 

he or she may serve.  

 

The Attorney General, Auditor General, and State Treasurer, all of whom are elected to 

administer agencies independent of the Governor, are also executive-branch officials. The 

Lieutenant Governor, an elected official, and the appointed members of the Governor's cabinet 

constitute the rest of the executive branch of government. Cabinet members manage the 

operations of state government agencies and provide their expertise as advisors to the Governor. 

 

The Legislative branch, the Pennsylvania General Assembly, is bicameral and made up of the 

House of Representatives (lower House) and the Senate (upper House). The House of 

Representatives is the largest and oldest statewide organization in Pennsylvania, public or 

private. From the First Legislative District in Erie to the 203rd in Philadelphia, each member 

serves approximately 59,000 constituents.  The House of Representatives has 203 members and 

is presided over by the Speaker of the House.  Each representative serves for a period of two 

years, after which he or she must run for re-election.  Pennsylvania state representatives are not 

subject to term limits. 

 

The Senate, founded in 1791, remains as one of the vital components of Pennsylvania self-

government.  The Pennsylvania Senate is composed of 50 members, each representing a region 

of the Commonwealth with a constituent population of approximately 240,000 people.  Each 

senator serves for a period of four years, after which he or she must run for re-election.  

Pennsylvania senators are not subject to term limits.  The Senate is presided over by the 

President of the Senate, who is also the Lieutenant Governor. 

The Judicial branch is made up of Pennsylvania's court system with every court in the 

commonwealth under the supervision of the state Supreme Court. The judicial system may be 

thought of as a pyramid, with the Supreme Court at the apex. Below it are the two appellate 

courts, Superior Court and Commonwealth Court, followed by the Courts of Common Pleas. The 

base of the pyramid is the minor judiciary of the community courts, district justices, the 

municipal and traffic courts of Philadelphia, and Pittsburgh's police magistrate courts.  

The citizens of Pennsylvania depend on the judicial system to interpret and apply the laws of the 

Commonwealth. It is a great responsibility and a very important one in terms of maintaining 

order and justice in the state.
 

 

 

U.S. CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION 

 
The legislative branch of the United States government makes laws for our nation and raises and 

distributes money to run the United States government. The most evident part of the legislative 

branch is the United States Congress. Congress is divided into two parts, called houses. The two 

parts are the Senate and the House of Representatives. Congress is referred to as a bicameral 

body because it is made up of two houses. The Latin roots of the word bicameral, "bi" and 

"cameral," mean two chambers or rooms. Members of the Senate are called Senators and 

members of the House of Representatives are called Representatives. Senators and 

representatives serving in these two bodies are sometimes referred to as congressmen, or women, 



and sometimes as legislators because their business is to legislate or make laws. The role of the 

legislative branch is defined in the United States Constitution. 

 

Each state elects people to represent them in the United States Congress in Washington, DC. The 

citizens of each state elect two senators to represent them in the Senate. They also elect 

representatives to represent them in the House of Representatives. The number of representatives 

each state sends to the House of Representatives is not a specific number like the Senate, but is 

based on the population of the state. The people, that are elected to represent the state's citizens 

in the United States Congress, are referred to as the congressional delegation. 

 

There are 100 senators in the U.S. Senate. Each is elected to a term, in the Senate, of six years. 

There are 435 representatives in the U.S. House of Representatives. Each is elected to a term, in 

the "House," of two years. 

 

The citizens of Pennsylvania elect two people, like every other state, to represent them in the 

Senate and 21 people, based on Pennsylvania’s current population, to represent them in the 

House of Representatives. 

 

 

STATE SEAL 
 

 

Pennsylvania's 1776 Constitutional Convention authorized that a 

state seal should be established. A seal similar to today's Great Seal 

began to be used, and in 1790 the General Assembly officially 

recognized a Great Seal. In 1791, possession of the Great Seal 

passed from the Supreme Executive Council to the Secretary of the 

Commonwealth. The central image on the seal is a crest containing 

a ship under full sail, a plow, and three sheaves of wheat.  

These symbols represent the importance of commerce, labor, perseverance, and agriculture to the 

state's economy. On either side of the crest are a stalk of Indian corn and an olive branch, 

representing the state's recognition of its past and hopes for the future. Atop the shield an eagle 

proudly symbolizes the state's sovereignty. The outer ring of the seal bears the words "Seal of the 

State of Pennsylvania". 
 

 

STATE CAPITAL (Hattisburg, Pennsylvania) 
 

Pennsylvania’s Capitol is, first and foremost, a public 

building belonging to the citizens of the Commonwealth. It is 

also a priceless architectural and artistic treasure, a majestic 

symbol of history and power, and an icon of democracy and 

freedom. 

 

The building was listed on the National Register of Historic 

Places in 1977 and was designated a National Historic 

Landmark in 2006.  

 
 



The Capitol is the center of government and the busy crossroads of the Commonwealth. Within 

this magnificent Capitol are the House of Representatives, the Senate Chamber, the Governor's 

Office, and the main courtroom of the Supreme Court.  

 

When President Theodore Roosevelt attended the dedication of the building on October 4, 1906, 

he said, “This is the handsomest building I ever saw.” The Capitol was designed in the American 

Renaissance style by Philadelphia architect Joseph Huston (1866-1940), who envisioned the 

building as a “Palace of Art.”  

 

Built and furnished at a cost of $13 million, the Capitol features paintings, stained glass and 

furnishings by some of the best artisans of the day. The building incorporates various 

Renaissance designs in some of its largest rooms: Italian in the House Chamber, French in the 

Senate Chamber, and English in the Governor’s Reception Room. It also reflects Greek, Roman 

and Victorian influences in its art and ornamentation. Throughout the building, Huston blended 

the various styles with motifs featuring Pennsylvania’s achievements in labor, industry and 

history, making the Capitol uniquely American. Its five-story exterior is faced with handsome 

Vermont granite, and the roof is composed of green glazed terra cotta tile.  

 

The Capitol’s centerpiece is a spectacular 272-foot, 52 million-pound dome inspired by 

Michelangelo’s design for St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome. Following its completion, the building 

was the tallest structure between Philadelphia and Pittsburgh for 80 years. While the building has 

been modernized over time, efforts to blend form and function continue today, and a special 

Capitol Preservation Committee ensures that as the building evolves, the artistic elements are 

never lost.   

 

The seat of Pennsylvania’s government continues to inspire visitors with its wealth of art, its 

outstanding architecture, and its strong connection to the vision of the Commonwealth’s founder, 

William Penn, who sought to establish a land that would be governed by just laws and tolerant of 

all religious faiths.   

 

CAPITOL HISTORY 

 

Since the Commonwealth’s founding in 1682, Pennsylvania’s capitals have been located in the 

cities of Philadelphia, Lancaster and Harrisburg. William Penn chose Philadelphia as the capital 

of his colony because of its prime shipping location on the Delaware River.  The city was the 

center of politics, wealth and trade in the 1700s. 

 

For its first five decades, Pennsylvania’s Legislature had no official meeting place. Members 

assembled in the Philadelphia area wherever space could be found – in homes, town halls and 

schools. As the colony increased in population, the Assembly became too large for meeting in 

the homes of Governors and other spaces. A separate State House would provide a permanent 

place for the Colonial Assembly, Provincial Council and Supreme Court to meet. 

 

Independence Hall – Philadelphia 

 

In 1729, the Pennsylvania Assembly voted to appropriate $21,000 for building a State House in 

Philadelphia.  In 1732, construction began on Independence Hall, located on Chestnut Street 

between Fifth and Sixth Streets. It was designed and personally financed by Andrew Hamilton, 

who was Speaker of the House in 1729–32 and 1734–38. Hamilton drew a plan and hired 



Edmund Woolley and Ebenezer Tomlinson as the master. builders. The building was not 

completely finished and decorated until 1748.  

 

After the outside of the State House was completed in 1741, it was difficult to locate on the 

Philadelphia skyline. Although the building was larger than any other in the city, it was only 

slightly taller than the houses around it and made of the same materials. To make the building 

more prominent, the Legislature decided in 1750 to add a bell tower that looked like an enlarged 

version of a church steeple. 

 

Liberty Bell  

 

 

 

Celebrating the House of Representatives as America’s oldest, 

freely-elected Legislature, Speaker Isaac Norris II inscribed and 

installed the Liberty Bell in the tower at Independence Hall in 

1753. This was a generation before the Declaration of 

Independence was signed in the House Assembly Room of 

Independence Hall. The bell, originally made in England, cracked 

while being tested before it was placed in the tower. The bell was 

cast by Philadelphia brass founders John Pass and John Stow. It is 

America’s treasured symbol of independence and can be seen in 

Philadelphia. 

 

 

Temporary Quarters - Lancaster’s Courthouse 

 

As the state’s western settlements grew, a more accessible location was needed and so the 

House, after 63 years, and with a new state Senate, departed Independence Hall in 1799 for 

temporary quarters in Lancaster’s Courthouse. The Legislature took the inkstand to Lancaster 

and then returned it to Philadelphia before the country’s centennial in 1876 when it was put on 

permanent display. 

 

As a result of the state constitution of 1790, Pennsylvania became a bicameral (two-house) 

Legislature and Independence Hall had been built to accommodate only one. Furthermore, many 

Legislators were from distant rural areas and small towns. When the yellow fever epidemic of 

the 1790s became particularly bad in Philadelphia, Representatives from outlying districts 

refused to enter the city. The General Assembly stayed in Lancaster until moving to Harrisburg 

in 1812. 

 

Harrisburg Named Capital 

 

The state Legislature passed an Act in 1810 that made the borough - now city - of Harrisburg, on 

the banks of the Susquehanna River, the state capital effective in October of 1812. The Assembly 

met in the Dauphin County Courthouse while Legislators debated where, when and how to build 

a new Capitol. Actual construction of the new Capitol building began at noon on May 31, 1819, 

when the cornerstone was laid. The Capitol was finished on January 2, 1822, at a cost of about 

$135,000. For 75 years, the Legislature was housed within the “Colonial” Capitol, designed and 

built by English-born Stephen Hills. During this busy time the Legislature enacted the nation’s 
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Pennsylvania

Label the capital city, major cities, and major bodies of water.



State’s total population:  __________________

City with largest population: _______________

State’s rank in population:  ________________

Capital city & 

its population: Northern border:  ________________________

Southern border:  ________________________

Eastern border:  _________________________

Western border:  ________________________

Total area:

___________

State’s rank in size 

(area):

___________

When did this state become a state?   _____________

Rank in statehood:  ________

State’s total area:  ______________________

State’s rank in size (area):  _______________

Pennsylvania



State Flag Information:

State Flag

When adopted:  ___________________________

Colors:  __________________________________

Specific design:  ___________________________

History:  __________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

Draw the state flag above.

Pennsylvania



State Flower

State Flower

_____________________

 
State Tree

State Tree

_____________________

State Symbols

Draw the state flower above.

Draw the state tree above.

Pennsylvania
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On the pages in this section, you will find:

1.  Pictures of completed Lapbook Page:  

This is just a  SAMPLE (The one in the picture 

is for Alabama, but each state will have the 

same booklets).

2.  Lapbook Booklet Instructions:  This is 

where you will find instructions for cutting out, 

assembling, and completing each booklet.

3.  Lapbook Booklet Templates:  Each booklet 

will be labeled so that you can easily find them 

when reading through the Lapbook Booklet 

Instructions.  Print these on colored paper. 

2.  Lapbook Background Pages – This is 

where you will glue each of your Lapbook 

Booklets.  We suggest printing this page on 

white or another light color of cardstock.



Pennsylvania State History

 Lapbook Journal

Lapbook Pages

This is a SAMPLE of  completed Lapbook Pages.  

You may choose to arrange your booklets 

differently.  Be creative!

Page 1 Page 2



Booklet #1:  State History

Assembly Instructions:  Cut out each page along the outer black lines.  Stack 

the pages so that the title is on top and the pages get longer toward the back of 

the stack.  Along the top of the stack, secure with staples.  You may choose to 

cover the stapled area with a ribbon like in the picture.  Instead of staples, you 

may choose to punch 2 holes and secure with metal brad fasteners or tie a 

ribbon.

Completion Instructions:  During your study of this state, you have learned 

about many different aspects of the state’s history.  Inside this booklet, tell 

what you remember from your study.  You may choose to also draw/glue 

pictures in this booklet. Notice how each page is a little longer than the one 

before.  This creates “tabs” on the bottom of each page.  Use this space 

(bottom of each page) to write the subject of what you will tell about on each 

page.  For example, you may want to label one page “War” or “Constitution” 

or whatever you choose.

Booklet #2:  State Brochure

Assembly Instructions:  Cut out each page along the outer black lines.  Tri-

fold this booklet so that the title is on the front.

Completion Instructions:  There are so many wonderful places to visit and 

facts to know about each state.  Pretend that you are creating a travel brochure 

that would be seen by people who were considering visiting this state.  Inside 

(and on the outside) this booklet, tell about all of the reasons that someone 

should visit.  You may choose to draw and/or glue pictures also.
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Pennsylvania

State

History

Booklet #1:  State History – Page 1



Booklet #1:  State History – Page 2



Booklet #2:  State History
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