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Suggested Extension Activities     

Pre-Reading 

 Look at the illustrations on the cover of the book. Then thumb 

through the book and examine the illustrations within. Make a 

list of things you know about the story. Then, make a list of 

predictions about what will happen in the story. 

 Color and cut out the cover illustrations for your lapbook. 

 

Chapter 1 

 At the beginning of the story, Anna cooked a dinner of bread 

and stew for her family. Cook and enjoy a similar  meal with 

your family. 

 Discuss and sing songs that are special to your family. 

 Cut out, assemble, and fill in the “Elements of a Book” mini 

book. 

 

Chapter 2 

 Sarah enjoyed drawing, and her favorite colors were the 

colors of the sea– blue, gray, and green. Make the “Drawings 

& Artwork” foldable, and create some art of your own! 

 Write a “Letter of Introduction,” as Sarah and the Witting family 

did, using the lapbook foldable. 

 Try writing and mailing a handwritten letter to a friend or family 

member. 

 Look for books on sea birds at your local library, or do some 

online research. What kinds of birds do you think Sarah and 

William saw? 



1. Who is telling the story?_________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Where do Anna, Caleb, and Papa live?_________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. What does Caleb want to know? What are some of the questions 

he asks Anna?____________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. What happened to Anna and Caleb’s mother? How does that 

make Anna feel? _________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. What does Papa receive in the mail? How does it make Anna and 

Caleb feel? ______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Chapter 1 Review Questions      

Name___________________________________________ Date____________ 



Chapter 1-3 Vocabulary     

Name___________________________________________ Date____________ 

Write each word next to its definition. Use a dictionary if necessary. 

hearth            homely            horrid            cruel            feisty 

 

____________________ adjective; causing horror 

____________________ noun; the floor  of a fireplace 

____________________ adjective; causing pain or suffering 

____________________ adjective; lively, determined and courageous 

____________________ adjective; unattractive in appearance 

_____ noun; a pen for an animal 

_____ verb; to send something with a letter 

_____ adjective; causing trouble; annoying 

_____ verb; to be given something 

_____ adjective; unable to travel due to fog 

A.  receive 

B. fog-bound 

C.  pesky 

D.  enclose 

E. stall 

Use a dictionary to help you write a short definition for each word.  

fetch = __________________________________________________________ 

windbreak = _____________________________________________________ 

clatter = _________________________________________________________ 

rough = __________________________________________________________ 

flax = ____________________________________________________________ 

Match each word to its definition. Use a dictionary if necessary. 



Sample Lapbook     



Elements of a Book 

Go on a scavenger hunt 

in your copy of “Sarah, 

Plain and Tall.” See if you 

can locate each of the 

elements of a book: title, 

author, illustrator, publish-

er.  

You will need to use your 

thinking skills to figure out 

the genre! 

Then cut out and stack 

up each of the “book” 

pages. Make sure that 

the cover, labeled “book 

facts” is on top. 

Punch a hole through the 

upper left corner of the 

stacked pages, and in-

sert a brad. (If you don’t 

have a brad, just staple 

the book.) 

Glue the completed mini 

book into your lapbook. 






