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Suggested Extension Activities     

Pre-Reading 

 Look at the illustrations on the cover of the book. Then thumb 

through the book and examine the illustrations within. Make a 

list of things you know about the story. Then, make a list of 

predictions about what will happen in the story. 

 Color and cut out the cover illustrations for your lapbook. 

 

Chapter 1:  Tucker 

 Tucker Mouse is used to hearing lots of sounds around Times 

Square. What kind of sounds does he hear? Discuss 

onomatopoeias, which are sounds that imitate the objects or 

actions they refer to. What are some examples? (i.e. honk, 

meow, cuckoo, boom, etc.) 

 Before continuing to read, make predictions about the 

unusual sound Tucker heard. What could it be? 

 Cut out, assemble, and fill in the “Elements of a Book” mini 

book. 

 

Chapter 2: Mario 

 Do some basic research on crickets. What do they 

look like? What do they sound like? 

 Begin collecting facts about crickets as you read. 

What did Mario say crickets and thermometers 

have in common? Was he correct? 

 Cut, fold, and label the “Anatomy of a Cricket” 

foldable. 

 

 



1. Describe the newsstand. Where was it located? ________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. How was the cash register kept safe? _________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. Where did Mario work? What were Mario’s parents’ names? _____ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

4. Where did Tucker Mouse live? What are some sounds he usually 

heard? __________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

5. How did Tucker feel about Mario? How do you know? _________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Chapter 1 Review Questions      

Name___________________________________________ Date____________ 



Match each word to its definition. Use a dictionary if necessary. 

abandoned          vanished          lurch          niche          scrounging 

 

____________________ verb; to disappear suddenly and completely 

____________________ noun; a nook or cranny 

____________________ verb; to make a sudden unsteady movement 

____________________ verb; to gather something, like money or food 

____________________ adjective; something deserted or left behind 

Chapter 1-3 Vocabulary     

Name___________________________________________ Date____________ 

_____ noun; garbage or rubbish 

_____ noun; a group of bushes or trees 

_____ adjective; strange, odd, or unusual 

_____ verb; to grab something and pull/pick it 

_____ adjective; to say something 

A. plucked 

B. thicket 

C. refuse 

D. pronounced 

E. peculiar 

Use a dictionary to help you write a short definition for each word. 

 

eavesdropping = _________________________________________________ 

admiring = _______________________________________________________ 

haunches = ______________________________________________________ 

liverwurst = _______________________________________________________ 

forlorn = __________________________________________________________ 



Sample Lapbook     



Cricket in 

By George Selden 

These decorations are 

to be used on the 

cover of your lap-

book, along with any 

other decorations of 

your choosing.  

Times Square 



Book  

Facts 

Title 

Elements of a Book 

Go on a scavenger hunt 

in your copy of “Cricket 

in Times Square.” See if 

you can locate each of 

the elements of a book: 

title, author, illustrator, 

publisher.  

Use your thinking skills to 

figure out the genre! 

Then cut out and stack 

up each of the book 

shaped pages. Make 

sure that the cover, la-

beled “book facts,” is on 

top. 

Punch a hole through the 

upper left corner of the 

stacked pages, and in-

sert a brad. (If you don’t 

have a brad, just staple 

the book.) 

Glue the completed mini 

book into your lapbook. 



Illustrator Author 

Length  Genre 



Book Review 

Title ____________________________________________ 

Author _________________________________________ 

Publisher _______________________________________ 

Copyright Date _____________  Length _________ 

 

Type of Book:   _____ Fiction  _____ Non-Fiction 

 

My Favorite Part: _______________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

 

Book Rating (color the stars to show how much you liked it) 


