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**What is “copywork,” and how do I use it in my  

child’s education? 
 

Copywork in a great way to teach your children.  By copying passages from Great Works of lit-
erature or history, children learn many areas of Language Arts.  Children have the opportunity 
to be exposed to great writers or historical events, while learning Spelling, Punctuation, Gram-
mar, Vocabulary, and Creative Writing from the “Masters.”  Most Classical Education programs 
recommend copywork as an intricate part of educating your children, quite often in place of 
many of the traditional Language Arts programs listed above. 

 

By copying passages 2-3 days per week (or more), your children will come to learn and possi-
bly even memorize some of the greatest literature from our history.  While penmanship is im-
portant, the knowledge that they are gaining through the copywork is what is most impor-
tant.   

 

However, do encourage your children to take pride in their penmanship. Also, instruct them in 

the importance of the “art” of Spelling, Punctuation, Vocabulary, Grammar, and Creative Writ-

ing.  With some practice, they will begin to “imitate” these in their own personal writing. 

 

**How do I use THIS notebook? 
 

Inside this book, you will find the 62 famous quotes and “notes” (information)  from 7 of the 

great Classical music composers of history.   Have your child/children read each quote and 

think about/discuss what it means.  Have your child/children copy the quote, using his or her 

best penmanship.  For older students, have them also write what they think this quote means.   

At twice per week, this notebook will last for 31 weeks.  At three times per week, it will last a 

little more than 20 weeks.  Many parents choose to have their children do copywork daily, in 

which case, this notebook will last for 62 school days.  You will also need to determine how 

many times each quote should be copied, as there is ample space for multiple copies to be writ-

ten. 

 

It is NEVER too early (or too late) to begin teaching the appreciation of the Great Literary Art-

ists and historical works. 
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“A fool thinks himself to be wise, but a wise man 

knows himself to be a fool. “ 
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“A peace is of the nature of a conquest; for 
then both parties nobly are subdued, and 

neither party loser.” 
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“Absence from those we love is self from self -  

a deadly banishment.“ 
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“False face must hide what the  

false heart doth know.” 
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“Fishes live in the sea, as men do a-land; the great 

ones eat up the little ones. “ 
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“Suit the action to the word,  

the word to the action.” 



 

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________

________________________________________ 

“God has given you one face, and  

you make yourself another.“ 
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“Sweet are the uses of adversity which, like 
the toad, ugly and venomous, wears yet a 

precious jewel in his head.” 
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