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 **What is “copywork,” and how do I use it in my child’s education?

Copywork is a great way to teach your children so many things. One that I feel is the most important is that 
of developing character through easily drawing to memory those truths by which they should live. 
By copying truths to live by, our children will “hide them in their hearts” and be able to call upon them in 
times of need.
Also, by copying passages from Great Works of literature or history, children learn many areas of Language 
Arts. Children have the opportunity to be exposed to great writers or historical events, while learning 
Spelling, Punctuation, Grammar, Vocabulary, and Creative Writing from the “Masters.” Most Classical 
Education programs recommend copywork as an intricate part of educating your children, quite often in 
place of many of the traditional Language Arts programs listed above.
By copying passages 2-3 days per week (or more), your children will come to learn and possibly even 
memorize some of the greatest literature from our history. While penmanship is important, the knowledge 
that they are gaining through the copywork is what is most important.
However, do encourage your children to take pride in their penmanship. Also, instruct them in the 
importance of the “art” of Spelling, Punctuation, Vocabulary, Grammar, and Creative Writing. With some 
practice, they will begin to “imitate” these in their own personal writing.

**How do I use THIS notebook?
Inside this book, you will find 14 quotes from the Bible and people in history. Have your child read each 
section, and think about/discuss what it means. Have your child copy the section, using his or her best 
penmanship.
At twice per week, this notebook will last 7 weeks. At three times per week, it will last a little over 4 weeks. 
Many parents choose to have their children do copywork daily, in which case, this notebook will last for 
14 school days. You will also need to determine how many times each quote should be copied, as there is 
ample space for multiple copies to be written.
Some parents have their students copy each quote for several days in a row, in order to make sure that the 
quote is completely understood and can easily be recalled.

***This notebook also includes “Vocabulary/Thinking Questions Extension Exercises.” These exercises will 
help in your child’s understanding of the quote and its meaning, as well as memorization. Please do not 
skip theme important exercises.
It is NEVER too early (or too late) to begin teaching the appreciation of the Great Literary Artists and 
historical works. 
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Thinking Question:

What does this verse say to your heart?

Romans 12:10 - Be devoted to one another in brotherly
love. Honor one another above yourselves.
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http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%2012:10&version=NIV


Vocabulary Extension:

What is selfish ambition?

Philippians 2:3 - Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain                               
conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.
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Thinking Question:

What does it mean to “fear God?”

1 Peter 2:17 - Show proper respect to everyone: Love the                    
brotherhood of believers, fear God, honor the king.
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Thinking Question:

What do you know about Maya Angelou?

“If we lose love and self respect for each other, 
this is how we finally die.” - Maya Angelou
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