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**What is “copywork,” and how do I use it in my  

child’s education? 
 

Copywork is a fun way for your children to learn spelling, grammar, punctuation, vocabulary, 
and penmanship. It’s also a wonderful tool for memorization skills! 

 

On each page, you will find a portion of this poem by Robert Louis Stevenson.   Here is a sug-
gestion for using this copywork: 

 

Day 1:  Have your student copy the given passage, using his or her best handwriting (print or 
cursive).  Allow the student to view the passage as he copies. 

Along with your child, look over the copied passage, and allow your student to circle any im-
perfections. 

 

Day 2:  Have your student copy the same passage again.  The student should be allowed to 
view the passage as he copies.   

Along with your child, look over the copied passage, and allow your student to circle any im-
perfections.   

 

Day 3:  Have your student write the passage from memory while covering the given passage 
AND previous days’ copying with a scrap piece of paper. 

Along with your child, look over the copied passage, and  allow your student to circle any im-
perfections. 

 

Day 4:  Have your student write the passage from memory, again covering the passage and 
previous days’ copying with a scrap piece of paper. 

 

At the end of this 4 day process, your student should be able to recite the passage from 
memory.  Also, the handwriting, punctuation, and spelling should be perfected. 

 

Repeat this process with EACH passage given.  At the end of each passage’s 4 day process, 
have your student recite (and write, if you like) out all of the passages that he has learned so 
far.  At the END of this poetry copywork ebook, have your student write out the ENTIRE poem 
from memory, if possible. 
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I am happy to join with you today in what will go down in 

history as the greatest demonstration for freedom in the 

history of our nation.  
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Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic 

shadow we stand today, signed the 

Emancipation Proclamation.  
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This momentous decree came as a great beacon 

light of hope to millions of Negro slaves who had been 

seared in the flames of withering injustice.  
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It came as a joyous daybreak to end 

the long night of their captivity.  
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