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BLANKETBLANKET
written and illustrated by Ruth Ohi

A gentle wordless picture book about the difference a kindA gentle wordless picture book about the difference a kind
friend can make on a gray day.  friend can make on a gray day.  

It’s a beautiful morning, but when Cat wakes up, the world feels gray.
Cat wraps up in a blanket and hides — until Dog comes in. What can
Dog do to help Cat?

Dog joins Cat under the blanket and listens to Cat’s worries. Dog’s
flashlight illuminates the darkness and brings laughter. The two
friends build a blanket fort where they can make shadow puppets
and find comfort in storybooks. Dog makes sandwiches so that they
can share a picnic meal. With Dog’s help, Cat discovers ways to cope
until the sadness starts to lift.

Ruth Ohi’s first wordless picture book is a quiet, heartfelt story about
those times when you just want to hide under a blanket — and how
much it can mean to have a friend who will be there to keep you
company.

 

2 August 2022

32 pages

9.75 in x 9.75 in

Rights Held: World All Languages

2

Picture Books



RUTH OHIRUTH OHI has illustrated over sixty books, twenty-
one of which she is also the author. Her books have
been selected for NYC READ365, Kirkus Reviews Best
Books, the Canadian Toy Testing Council’s Great
Books, the Ontario Library Association’s Best Bets
and the Canadian Children’s Book Centre’s Best
Books. Her recent books include Choose Kindness,
No Help Wanted, Scribble, and the Fox and Squirrel
series. Ruth is a graduate of the Ontario College of
Art and Design, and lives in Toronto, Ontario.
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BOOBIESBOOBIES
written and illustrated by Nancy Vo

A cheeky celebration of boobies!A cheeky celebration of boobies!

“You have just opened a book about boobies.” Meet the Blue-
footed Booby, who does not have any boobies at all, since only
mammals have boobies. We learn that mammals have boobies to
feed babies — even though milk can also come from plants. And did
you know that boobies, or breasts, vary from person to person, that
boobies change over time, and that different animals have different
numbers of boobies? Witty and wide-ranging, this eye-opening
picture book goes on to explore connections between boobies and
mountains, boobies and ancient art and, of course, boobies and
you! 

Nancy Vo’s latest creation is fresh and funny, while serving up just the
right amount of fact. Punchy prose is complemented by striking
stencil art in a retro palette, making this the perfect gift for curious
young children, older children getting to know their bodies, and
anyone ready to boldly celebrate boobies!

 

2 August 2022

40 pages

8.75 in x 11.00 in

Rights Held: World All Languages
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BOOBIESBOOBIES
written and illustrated by Nancy Vo

A cheeky celebration of boobies!A cheeky celebration of boobies!

“You have just opened a book about boobies.” Meet the Blue-
footed Booby, who does not have any boobies at all, since only
mammals have boobies. We learn that mammals have boobies to
feed babies — even though milk can also come from plants. And did
you know that boobies, or breasts, vary from person to person, that
boobies change over time, and that different animals have different
numbers of boobies? Witty and wide-ranging, this eye-opening
picture book goes on to explore connections between boobies and
mountains, boobies and ancient art and, of course, boobies and
you! 

Nancy Vo’s latest creation is fresh and funny, while serving up just the
right amount of fact. Punchy prose is complemented by striking
stencil art in a retro palette, making this the perfect gift for curious
young children, older children getting to know their bodies, and
anyone ready to boldly celebrate boobies!

 

2 August 2022

40 pages

8.75 in x 11.00 in

NANCY VONANCY VO was born on the prairies and now lives
in Vancouver, British Columbia. She studied fine arts
and architecture, and now works as a facility planner
and a picture-book maker. She is the author and
illustrator of the first two books in the Crow Stories
trilogy. The Outlaw was described by the New York
Times as “Bewitching,” while The Ranger received a
starred review from Kirkus and was praised as
“visually arresting and enigmatic.” Nancy has also
illustrated As Glenn as Can Be by Sarah Ellis.

  

5



3 to 6 years3 to 6 years

Pub Date:Pub Date:

Extent:Extent:

Trim:Trim:

BONEYBONEY
written by Cary Fagan
illustrated by Dasha Tolstikova

Annabelle discovers an animal bone in the woods andAnnabelle discovers an animal bone in the woods and
decides to make it her new plaything. But nature ends updecides to make it her new plaything. But nature ends up
moving Annabelle in mysterious ways.moving Annabelle in mysterious ways.

At first, Boney, as Annabelle names him, makes the perfect
companion. While Mom is busy with the baby, Boney and Annabelle
share a meal, play at the park, and share a bedtime story before
Annabelle tucks Boney into his shoebox-bed for the night.

But when creatures run wild through her dreams, Annabelle considers
for the first time where Boney really belongs.

This thought-provoking story by award-winning picture-book creators
Cary Fagan and Dasha Tolstikova encourages a deeper sense of
wonder about the natural world and celebrates the wilderness that
lives within us all.

 

4 October 2022

32 pages

8.50 in x 10.00 in

Rights Held: World All Languages
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CARY FAGANCARY FAGAN writes books for children and
adults. He has won the Vicky Metcalf Award for
Children’s Literature, the Jewish Book Award, the
IODE Jean Throop Book Award and the Marilyn
Baillie Picture Book Award, among others. His
picture books include A Cage Went in Search of a
Bird, illustrated by Banafsheh Erfanian, and Son of
Happy, illustrated by Milan Pavlović, which was
named one of the Best Canadian Picture Books of
2020 by CBC Books. Cary lives with his family in
Toronto.

DASHA TOLSTIKOVADASHA TOLSTIKOVA is the author and illustrator
of The Bad Chair and A Year Without Mom, which
received four starred reviews and was selected as an
USBBY Outstanding International Book. Dasha has
illustrated several picture books, including Violet
and the Woof by Rebecca Grabill, Friend or Foe? by
John Sobol and The Jacket by Kirsten Hall. Her
illustrations have also appeared in the New York
Times, the Wall Street Journal and the New Yorker.
She lives in Brooklyn, NY.
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WHEN SPIDER MET SHREWWHEN SPIDER MET SHREW
written by Deborah Kerbel
illustrated by Geneviève Côté

In the tradition of fun cumulative stories like In the tradition of fun cumulative stories like The Old LadyThe Old Lady
Who Swallowed a FlyWho Swallowed a Fly and  and If You Give a Mouse a CookieIf You Give a Mouse a Cookie, this, this
joyful story shows how helping someone in need canjoyful story shows how helping someone in need can
sometimes fulfill needs of our own.sometimes fulfill needs of our own.

When Spider meets Shrew, they are both down on their luck. Spider’s
web has blown away, and Shrew’s home has just been paved over.
What happens when they decide to help each other out? They meet
Bat, who is lonely for friends. Then they meet Possum, who can’t find
his mom; Dog, who misses her puppies; and Pony, who is out of a
job. Everyone has problems, but this quirky new community is ready
to lend a hand in creative and surprising ways.

This is a joyful story about an unlikely group of friends finding
compassion and community in each other. Deborah Kerbel’s
humorous, quippy dialogue is perfectly paired with Geneviève Côté’s
endearing illustrations of the animal characters.

 

6 September 2022

32 pages

8.50 in x 8.75 in

Rights Held: World All Languages
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WHEN SPIDER MET SHREWWHEN SPIDER MET SHREW
written by Deborah Kerbel
illustrated by Geneviève Côté

In the tradition of fun cumulative stories like In the tradition of fun cumulative stories like The Old LadyThe Old Lady
Who Swallowed a FlyWho Swallowed a Fly and  and If You Give a Mouse a CookieIf You Give a Mouse a Cookie, this, this
joyful story shows how helping someone in need canjoyful story shows how helping someone in need can
sometimes fulfill needs of our own.sometimes fulfill needs of our own.

When Spider meets Shrew, they are both down on their luck. Spider’s
web has blown away, and Shrew’s home has just been paved over.
What happens when they decide to help each other out? They meet
Bat, who is lonely for friends. Then they meet Possum, who can’t find
his mom; Dog, who misses her puppies; and Pony, who is out of a
job. Everyone has problems, but this quirky new community is ready
to lend a hand in creative and surprising ways.

This is a joyful story about an unlikely group of friends finding
compassion and community in each other. Deborah Kerbel’s
humorous, quippy dialogue is perfectly paired with Geneviève Côté’s
endearing illustrations of the animal characters.

 

6 September 2022

32 pages

8.50 in x 8.75 in

DEBORAH KERBELDEBORAH KERBEL is the author of nine novels for
middle grade and young adult readers, as well as
many picture books, including This House Is Home,
illustrated by Yong Ling Kang; Sun Dog, illustrated
by Suzanne Del Rizzo; and Swish Slosh, illustrated by
Jacqui Lee. Her books have been shortlisted for the
Governor General’s Literary Award and the Forest
of Reading Blue Spruce Award, among others.
Deborah lives in Thornhill, Ontario, with her
husband, two teens and a rescue schnoodle named
Alfredo.

GENEVIÈVE CÔTÉGENEVIÈVE CÔTÉ has illustrated books by a
number of talented authors, including Jean Little,
Cary Fagan, Gilles Tibo and several others. She also
sometimes writes stories of her own, including the
Pig and Bunny series, and the Mr. King series, which
has been adapted for television. Her work has
earned her the Governor General’s Award and the
Marilyn Baillie Picture Book Award. She lives in
Montréal, Québec

  

“Who are you?” 
asked Shrew.

But then the wind picked up…

“I’m hungry … and  
a little lost. You?”
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NIGHT RUNNERSNIGHT RUNNERS
written and illustrated by Geraldo Valério

What seems scary proves surprising in this magical wordlessWhat seems scary proves surprising in this magical wordless
picture book.picture book.

Guided by a circle of stars on the horizon, a stag bounds into a thick
pine forest. Wolves lurk behind the trees, then begin to run after him.
When the stag turns to look at his pursuers, he stumbles over a fallen
tree and sinks to the forest floor. The wolves close in … but,
unexpectedly, they become the stag’s helpers, bringing water,
berries and a bandage! After a short rest, the stag and wolves
continue the mysterious journey, still following the stars. They finally
reach their destination — a campfire, surrounded by all sorts of
animals. The stag reaches into his satchel for a ukulele, and a joyful
evening of music and dance begins. The musician has arrived just in
time for the festivities, along with his back-up singers — the pack of
howling wolves!

This stunning wordless picture book from artist Geraldo Valério
explores overturned expectations, friendship among unlikely
companions, and the joy of singing and dancing under the stars.

 

4 October 2022

52 pages

9.00 in x 11.00 in

Rights Held: World All Languages
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NIGHT RUNNERSNIGHT RUNNERS
written and illustrated by Geraldo Valério

What seems scary proves surprising in this magical wordlessWhat seems scary proves surprising in this magical wordless
picture book.picture book.

Guided by a circle of stars on the horizon, a stag bounds into a thick
pine forest. Wolves lurk behind the trees, then begin to run after him.
When the stag turns to look at his pursuers, he stumbles over a fallen
tree and sinks to the forest floor. The wolves close in … but,
unexpectedly, they become the stag’s helpers, bringing water,
berries and a bandage! After a short rest, the stag and wolves
continue the mysterious journey, still following the stars. They finally
reach their destination — a campfire, surrounded by all sorts of
animals. The stag reaches into his satchel for a ukulele, and a joyful
evening of music and dance begins. The musician has arrived just in
time for the festivities, along with his back-up singers — the pack of
howling wolves!

This stunning wordless picture book from artist Geraldo Valério
explores overturned expectations, friendship among unlikely
companions, and the joy of singing and dancing under the stars.

 

4 October 2022

52 pages

9.00 in x 11.00 in

GERALDO VALÉRIOGERALDO VALÉRIO was born in Brazil, where he
received a Bachelor of Arts in Drawing, followed by a
Master of Arts at New York University. His many
highly acclaimed books include My Book of
Butterflies (two starred reviews); At the Pond
(Elizabeth Mrazik-Cleaver Canadian Picture Book
Award honour book, two starred reviews); Blue Rider
(two starred reviews) and Turn On the Night (three
starred reviews). His work has been published in
Canada, the US, Brazil, Portugal, France, the UK and
China. Geraldo lives in Toronto, Ontario.
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Erica MojzesErica Mojzes
Rights Manager
emojzes@groundwoodbooks.comemojzes@groundwoodbooks.com

Mariana LinaresMariana Linares
International Sales & Rights Associate
mariana@anansi.camariana@anansi.ca

CITY OF WATERCITY OF WATER
written by Andrea Curtis
illustrated by Katy Dockrill

The second book in the ThinkCities series explores water asThe second book in the ThinkCities series explores water as
a precious, finite resource, tracing its journey from source,a precious, finite resource, tracing its journey from source,
through the city, and back again.through the city, and back again.

Living in cities where water flows effortlessly from our taps, it’s easy to
take it for granted. City of Water shines a light on the system that is
vital to our health and well-being. The narrative traces the journey of
water from the forests, mountains, rivers and watershed, through
pipes and treatment facilities, into our taps and toilets, then out
through storm and sewer systems toward treatment plants and back
into the watershed.

Readers are encouraged to think of water as a finite resource, and to
take action to prevent it from becoming more polluted. As the
world’s population grows, along with pollution and climate change,
access to clean water is becoming an urgent issue.

The ThinkCitiesThinkCities series is inspired by the urgency for new
approaches to city life as a result of climate change, population
growth and increased density. It highlights the challenges and risks
cities face, but also offers hope for building resilience, sustainability
and quality of life as young people advocate for themselves and their
communities.

1 May 2021

40 pages

8.75 in x 10.62 in

CITY OF NEIGHBORS
written by Andrea Curtis
illustrated by Katy Docknill

The fourth book in the ThinkCities series explores how 
people all over the world are working together to make their 
neighborhoods great.

Neighborhoods where people look out for each other, eat 
together, make art and build community are healthier, happier, 
greener and cleaner. Journey around the world to discover how 
people have been dreaming up new ways to ensure their cities 
and neighborhoods are creative, inclusive and sustainable.

These placemaking ideas can be big — like the skateboard park 
built on the grounds of an orphanage in Nairobi, Kenya — or 
small — like the painted rock snake that winds along a beach in 
Toronto, Ontario. Together, we can create a place where everyone 
belongs. Includes a list of ideas for children to get involved in 
their neighborhoods, along with a glossary and sources for further 
reading. 

The ThinkCities series is inspired by the urgency for new 
approaches to city life as a result of climate change, population 
growth and increased density. It highlights the challenges and 
risks cities face, but also offers hope for building resilience, 
sustainability and quality of life as young people advocate for 
themselves and their communities. 

8 to 12 years

COVER NOT FINAL

Pub Date: Spring 2023

Extent: 40pp

Trim: 8.75 in x 10.62 in

ANDREA CURTIS’s children’s non-fiction titles include A Forest 
in the City, City of Water, City Street are for People and City of 
Neighbors in the ThinkCities series, Eat This!, which received 
starred reviews from Kirkus and School Library Journal.

KATY DOCKRILL has illustrated City of Water and City of 
Neighbors in the ThinkCities series and A Voice for the Spirit 
Bears by Carmen Oliver, among other titles, as well as many 
covers for children’s novels.

Rights Held: World All Languages

Nonfiction
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For more information contact:For more information contact:

Erica MojzesErica Mojzes
Rights Manager
emojzes@groundwoodbooks.comemojzes@groundwoodbooks.com 

Mariana LinaresMariana Linares
International Sales & Rights Associate
mariana@anansi.camariana@anansi.ca

CITY OF WATERCITY OF WATER
written by Andrea Curtis
illustrated by Katy Dockrill

The second book in the ThinkCities series explores water asThe second book in the ThinkCities series explores water as
a precious, finite resource, tracing its journey from source,a precious, finite resource, tracing its journey from source,
through the city, and back again. through the city, and back again. 

Living in cities where water flows effortlessly from our taps, it’s easy to
take it for granted. City of Water shines a light on the system that is
vital to our health and well-being. The narrative traces the journey of
water from the forests, mountains, rivers and watershed, through
pipes and treatment facilities, into our taps and toilets, then out
through storm and sewer systems toward treatment plants and back
into the watershed.

Readers are encouraged to think of water as a finite resource, and to
take action to prevent it from becoming more polluted. As the
world’s population grows, along with pollution and climate change,
access to clean water is becoming an urgent issue.

The ThinkCitiesThinkCities series is inspired by the urgency for new
approaches to city life as a result of climate change, population
growth and increased density. It highlights the challenges and risks
cities face, but also offers hope for building resilience, sustainability
and quality of life as young people advocate for themselves and their
communities.

 

1 May 2021

40 pages

8.75 in x 10.62 in

ThinkCities
“Educational and stylish.” — Kirkus Reviews

A FOREST IN THE CITY by Andrea Curtis, illustrated by Pierre Pratt (2020)
World Rights Available

The first installment in Groundwood’s ThinkCities series offers a close look at 
urban forests and dives into the question of how we can live in harmony with 
city trees. Trees make our cities more beautiful and provide shade, but they also 
fight climate change and pollution, benefit our health and connections to one 
another, provide food and shelter for wildlife and much more. Yet city trees face 
many problems, such as the abundance of concrete, poor soil and challenging 
light conditions. A Forest in the City invites readers to discover, appreciate and 
nurture city forests, and includes a list of actionable steps that readers can take 
to make a difference — tree by tree.

CITY OF WATER by Andrea Curtis, illustrated by Katy Dockrill (2021) 
Rights Sold: German (Gerstenberg)

Living in cities where water flows effortlessly from our taps and fountains, it’s 
easy to take it for granted. The second book in the ThinkCities series explores 
water as a precious, limited resource, tracing its journey from source, through 
the city, and back again. Along the way we discover fun and surprising facts: 
some of the earliest cities with water systems date back to the Indus Valley in 
2500 BC; some water fountains in Paris offer sparkling water; and scientists are 
working to extract microscopic particles of precious metals found in sewage. 
More than 2 billion people in the world are without access to safe, fresh water 
at home. As the world’s population grows, along with pollution and climate 
change, access to clean water is becoming an increasingly urgent issue. Readers 
are encouraged to take action to protect our cities and watersheds.

CITY STREETS ARE FOR PEOPLE by Andrea Curtis, illustrated by
Emma FitzGerald (2022)
World Rights Available

City streets are noisy and congested with cars and trucks, while pedestrians and 
cyclists are squeezed to the dangerous edges — but does it have to be this 
way? The third book in the ThinkCities series explores the urgent need for sus-
tainable transportation in and around our cities. Fun, accessible, and ultimately 
hopeful, the book looks at green transportation and solutions all over the globe. 
Readers discover Oslo’s car-free city center, magnetic levitation trains in Shang-
hai, wind-powered trains in the Netherlands, and even pedal-powered school 
buses in France! City Streets Are for People invites us to conjure up a city of the 
future, where these modes are all used together to create a place that is sustain-
able, healthy, accessible and safe. 
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ONE MORE MOUNTAINONE MORE MOUNTAIN

It’s 2021, and the Taliban have regained power in Afghanistan.It’s 2021, and the Taliban have regained power in Afghanistan.
Parvana and Shauzia, the brave protagonists of Parvana and Shauzia, the brave protagonists of TheThe
BreadwinnerBreadwinner, must now flee to escape new dangers from an old, must now flee to escape new dangers from an old
enemy.enemy.

In Kabul, 15-year-old Damsa runs away to avoid being forced into
marriage by her family. She is found by a police officer named Shauzia,
who takes her to Green Valley, a shelter and school for women and girls
run by Parvana.

It has been 20 years since Parvana and Shauzia had to disguise
themselves as boys to support themselves and their families. But when
the Taliban were defeated in 2001, it looked as if Afghans could finally
rebuild their country. Many things have changed for Parvana since then.
She has married Asif, who she met in the desert as she searched for her
family when she was a child. She runs a school for girls. She has a son,
Rafi, who is about to fly to New York, where he will train to become a
dancer.

But Shauzia is still Parvana’s best friend. And Parvana is still headstrong,
bringing her in conflict with her spoiled sister Maryam.

While Asif tries to get Maryam and Rafi on one of the last flights out of
Kabul, the Taliban come to the school, and Parvana must lead the girls
out of Green Valley and into the mountains.

CONTRIBUTOR INFORMATIONCONTRIBUTOR INFORMATION

DEBORAH ELLISDEBORAH ELLIS is the author of the international bestseller The

Breadwinner, which has been published in twenty-five languages. She

has won the Governor General’s Award, the Middle East Book Award, the

Peter Pan Prize, the Jane Addams Children’s Book Award and the Vicky

Metcalf Award. A recipient of the Order of Canada, Deborah has

donated more than $2 million in royalties to organizations such as

Women for Women in Afghanistan, UNICEF and Street Kids

International. She lives in Simcoe, Ontario.
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Rights Held: World All Languages

Rights Sold: Australia/New Zealand (Allen & 
Unwin), Croatian (Znanje), Simplified Chinese 
(Beijing Double Spiral)

THE PRISONER AND THE WRITERTHE PRISONER AND THE WRITER

When a Jewish army captain is falsely accused of treason andWhen a Jewish army captain is falsely accused of treason and
sent to prison, a writer uses his pen to fight for justice.sent to prison, a writer uses his pen to fight for justice.

In 1895 a prisoner watches the ocean through the bars of his cell.
Accused of betraying France, Captain Alfred Dreyfus is exiled to a prison
on Devil’s Island, far from his wife and children. It’s a horrible fate — but
what if he’s innocent?

Seven thousand miles away, the famous writer Emile Zola wonders: Is
Alfred a traitor to France? Or a victim of anti-Semitism? Convinced that
Alfred is innocent, Emile knows that it is his DUTY to help. He pens the
famous letter “J’Accuse …!”, explaining that Alfred was blamed,
charged, tried and convicted … only because he is Jewish.

This powerful middle-grade story written in verse with full-page
illustrations is told from the perspectives of both Alfred Dreyfus and
Emile Zola, two men whose courage changed the world. The true story,
published in time for the 125th anniversary of “J’Accuse …!”, acts as a
reminder that a person committed to truth, justice and equality must
stand up and speak out against prejudice for themselves — and for
others. Includes an author’s note and further historical context.

CONTRIBUTOR INFORMATIONCONTRIBUTOR INFORMATION

HEATHER CAMLOTHEATHER CAMLOT is the author of the nonfiction What If Soldiers

Fought with Pillows? and the Skipping Stones Honor Award novels The

Other Side and Clutch, the latter of which was named among Kirkus’s

Best Middle-Grade Historical Fiction. A journalist for more than 20 years,

she has written, edited and translated for various publications, including

Quill & Quire, Owl, TV Guide Canada and Style at Home. She lives in

Toronto, Ontario.

SOPHIE CASSONSOPHIE CASSON has illustrated The Artist and Me by Shane Peacock,

a finalist for the Marilyn Baillie Picture Book Award, Quelle pagaille! by

Danielle Marcotte and Laurence-Aurélie Théroux-Marcotte, a finalist for

the Governor General’s Award, and Helen’s Birds by Sara Cassidy. Her

highly acclaimed illustrations are inspired by Japanese woodblock prints

and World War II–era posters. Sophie’s award-winning work has also

appeared in the Globe and Mail, the New York Times, Financial Times,

Los Angeles Times and Nature, as well as in the Canadian Museum for

Human Rights. Sophie lives in Montreal, Quebec.
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Deborah Ellis’s riveting Breadwinner series is comprised of four award-winning novels about loyalty, 
survival, families and friendship under extraordinary circumstances during the Taliban’s rule and fall
in Afghanistan in the late 1990s and early 2000s. In 2017 The Breadwinner was adapted into an 
Academy Award-nominated animated feature film, which originated the arresting The Breadwinner:
A Graphic Novel.

In The Breadwinner (2000), eleven-year-old Parvana must disguise herself as a boy to provide for her 
family and try to free her father, unjustly imprisoned by the Taliban. In Parvana’s Journey (2002), Mud 
City (2003) and My Name Is Parvana (2012) our protagonist and her best friend Shauzia travel great 
distances and separate paths to follow their dreams, keep their families close and fight for a better 
future against all odds.

With over 2.5 million copies sold worldwide, the series has generated over $2 million in donated royal-
ties to organizations such as Women for Women in Afghanistan, UNICEF and Street Kids International.

The Breadwinner series is actively published in the UK and Australia, and in 16 languages: Arabic, 
Basque, Croatian, French, German, Hebrew, Italian, Japanese, Lithuanian, Polish, Portuguese, Simplified 
& Complex Chinese, Spanish, Swedish and Turkish. Rights to The Breadwinner: A Graphic Novel have 
sold in the UK and Australia, as well as Arabic, Complex Chinese, French, Italian, Spanish and Swedish.

“A story of courage and heroism to inspire young people everywhere.” 
— Angelina Jolie

The Breadwinner
Deborah Ellis

First Book in The Breadwinner Series

15th 

Anniversary

Edition

Recommended by Nobel Peace Prize winner Malala Yousafzai

Th
e Breadwinner

Deborah Ellis

More than two million copies of  
The Breadwinner series sold worldwide

“A great kids’ book ... a graphic geopolitical brief that’s also  
a girl-power parable.” — Newsweek

Baia delle Favole Literary Award • Hackmatack Award • Middle East Book Award 
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•
Parvana felt the shadow before she saw it, as the man moved 
between her and the sun. Turning her head, she saw the dark turban 
that was the uniform of the Taliban. A rifle was slung across his 
chest as casually as her father’s shoulder bag had been slung across 
hers …

•

Eleven-year-old Parvana lives in Kabul, Afghanistan’s capital city. Her father 
works from a blanket on the ground in the marketplace, reading letters for people 
who cannot read or write. One day he is arrested and the family is left without 
someone who can earn money or even shop for food.

As conditions for the family grow desperate, only one solution emerges. 
Forbidden to earn money as a girl, Parvana must disguise herself as a boy, and 
become the breadwinner.

This fifteenth-anniversary edition features a foreword by Deborah Ellis, a new 
cover and map, and a revised author’s note.

All royalties from the sale of this book will go to Canadian Women for Women 
in Afghanistan. Parvana’s Fund supports education projects for Afghan women 

and children.

$10.99 
Cover illustration by Aurélia Fronty
Cover design by Michael Solomon
Also available as an ebook ISBN: 978-1-55498-765-8
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More than two million copies of  

The Breadwinner series sold worldwide

H “This sequel … easily stands alone … An unforgettable read.”  
— School Library Journal, starred review

Jane Addams Children’s Book Award • Canadian Library Association Book of the 
Year for Children Award Honour Book • Governor General’s Literary Award Finalist 

• Manitoba Young Readers’ Choice Award • Ontario Library Association Golden Oak 
Award • Red Cedar Book Award • Ruth Schwartz Award • Amazon.ca Top Ten  

 

•
Parvana entered the little settlement, stepping carefully through the 
rubble. She peered into what was left of the one-room mud houses. 
Mattresses, rugs, cook-pots and tea cups were scattered everywhere.

Parvana recognized the run-for-your-life look. She had seen her 
own house look like this as her family grabbed a few possessions and 
ran out just ahead of the bombs …

•
A war is raging in Afghanistan as a coalition of Western forces tries to oust the 
Taliban by bombing the country. Parvana’s father has died, and her mother, sister and 
brother have gone to a faraway wedding. Parvana doesn’t know where they are. She just 
knows she has to find them.

And so, masquerading as a boy, she sets out across the desolate countryside that 
Afghanistan has become, where she meets other children who are strays from the war.

This edition, published in celebration of the fifteenth anniversary of The 
Breadwinner, features a new cover and map, and a revised author’s note. 

All royalties from the sale of this book will go to Canadian Women for Women
in Afghanistan. Parvana’s Fund supports education projects for Afghan women

and children.

$10.99 
Cover illustration by Aurélia Fronty
Cover design by Michael Solomon
Also available as an ebook

ISBN: 978-1-55498-770-2
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More than two million copies of  
The Breadwinner series sold worldwide

“… bristles with transparent urgency … the question of autonomy in childhood, 
and the violation of it, are addressed face on.” — Globe and Mail

Hackmatack Award • Lamplighter Award • Cooperative Children’s Book Center 
Choices • New York Public Library Books for the Teen Age   

•
“A lifetime!” Shauzia exclaimed in horror. “You expect me to do 
this for a lifetime? I didn’t leave Afghanistan just to live in mud!” 
She flung her arms at the mud walls surrounding the Widows’ 
Compound, knowing that on the other side of them in the regular 
part of the refugee camp were more mud walls. Maybe the whole 
world was mud walls now, and she’d never get away from them …

•

Parvana’s best friend, Shauzia, has fled Afghanistan and now has to survive 
on her own on the streets of Peshawar, Pakistan. With her dog as her only friend, 
she must scrounge for food, beg for money and look for a safe place to sleep every 
night.

But could it be worse than a lifetime spent in a refugee camp?
This is a powerful and very human story of a feisty, driven girl who tries to 

take control of her own life.
This edition, published in celebration of the fifteenth anniversary of The 

Breadwinner, features a new cover and map, and a revised author’s note.

Royalties from the sale of this book will go to Street Kids International  
(www.streetkids.org).

$10.99 
Cover illustration by Aurélia Fronty
Cover design by Michael Solomon
Also available as an ebook
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My Name Is Parvana
Deborah Ellis

Final Book in The Breadwinner Series

USBBY Outstanding International Books 
More than two and a half million copies of  

The Breadwinner series sold worldwide
H “This passionate volume stands on its own … Readers will learn much about the 

war in Afghanistan even as they cheer on this feisty protagonist.” 
—Kirkus, starred review

Bank Street College of Education’s Best Books of the Year • Capitol Choices  
Noteworthy Books for Children and Teens • USBBY Outstanding International Books  

•
A car door opened and something came flying over the school wall. 
It landed in the yard near Parvana’s feet…

It was a rock, about the size of a brick. A piece of paper was 
bound to it with string. 

Parvana picked it up, pulled off the string and opened the 
paper…

Close down your school, it said. Or you will pay the price. Close 
down your school, or we will kill you.

•
In post-Taliban Afghanistan, American soldiers have just imprisoned a teenaged 
girl. But who is she? Why was she found wandering alone in a bombed-out school? 
Could she be a terrorist?

The girl is held on an American military base and interrogated. Yet she does not 
respond to questions in any language and remains silent, even when she is threatened, 
harassed and mistreated over several days. The only clue to her identity is a tattered 
shoulder bag containing papers that refer to people named Shauzia, Nooria, Leila, 
Asif, Hassan — and Parvana.

All royalties from the sale of this book will go to Canadian Women for  
Women in Afghanistan. Parvana’s Fund supports education projects for Afghan  

women and children.

$10.99 
Cover illustration by Aurélia Fronty
Cover design by Michael Solomon
Also available as an ebook

MyNameIsParvana_82981_PB.indd   1MyNameIsParvana_82981_PB.indd   1 8/10/2021   11:39 AM8/10/2021   11:39 AM

The Breadwinner film was produced by  
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author of more than two 
dozen books, including 
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has been published in 
twenty-five languages. 
She has donated more 
than $2 million in royalties 
to organizations such as 
Women for Women in 
Afghanistan, UNICEF and 
Street Kids International. 
She lives in Simcoe, Ontario.

Nora Twomey is the 
co-founder and creative 
director of Cartoon Saloon, 
an animation company 
that produced the Oscar® 
nominated films The 
Secret of Kells, which Nora 
co-directed, and Song of 
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an adaptation of Deborah 
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novel. She lives in Ireland 
with her husband and two 
children.

GROUNDWOOD BOOKS
HOUSE OF ANANSI PRESS

groundwoodbooks.com

This beautiful graphic-novel adaptation of The Breadwinner animated 
film, inspired by Deborah Ellis’s beloved novel, tells the story of eleven-
year-old Parvana, who must disguise herself as a boy to support her 
family during the Taliban’s rule in Afghanistan.

Parvana lives with her family in one room of a bombed-out apartment 
building in Kabul, Afghanistan’s capital city. Parvana’s father — a history 
teacher until his school was bombed and his health destroyed — works 
from a blanket on the ground in the marketplace, reading letters for 
people who cannot read or write. One day, he is arrested for having 
forbidden books, and the family is left without someone who can earn 
money or even shop for food.

As conditions for the family grow desperate, only one solution 
emerges. Forbidden to earn money as a girl, Parvana must transform 
herself into a boy, and become the breadwinner. 

Readers will want to linger over this powerful graphic novel with its 
striking art and inspiring story. 
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“A story of courage and  
heroism to inspire young 
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CITY OF WATERCITY OF WATER
written by Andrea Curtis
illustrated by Katy Dockrill

The second book in the ThinkCities series explores water asThe second book in the ThinkCities series explores water as
a precious, finite resource, tracing its journey from source,a precious, finite resource, tracing its journey from source,
through the city, and back again. through the city, and back again. 

Living in cities where water flows effortlessly from our taps, it’s easy to
take it for granted. City of Water shines a light on the system that is
vital to our health and well-being. The narrative traces the journey of
water from the forests, mountains, rivers and watershed, through
pipes and treatment facilities, into our taps and toilets, then out
through storm and sewer systems toward treatment plants and back
into the watershed.

Readers are encouraged to think of water as a finite resource, and to
take action to prevent it from becoming more polluted. As the
world’s population grows, along with pollution and climate change,
access to clean water is becoming an urgent issue.

The ThinkCitiesThinkCities series is inspired by the urgency for new
approaches to city life as a result of climate change, population
growth and increased density. It highlights the challenges and risks
cities face, but also offers hope for building resilience, sustainability
and quality of life as young people advocate for themselves and their
communities.

 

1 May 2021

40 pages

8.75 in x 10.62 in
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THE PRISONER AND THE WRITERTHE PRISONER AND THE WRITER

When a Jewish army captain is falsely accused of treason andWhen a Jewish army captain is falsely accused of treason and
sent to prison, a writer uses his pen to fight for justice.sent to prison, a writer uses his pen to fight for justice.

In 1895 a prisoner watches the ocean through the bars of his cell.
Accused of betraying France, Captain Alfred Dreyfus is exiled to a prison
on Devil’s Island, far from his wife and children. It’s a horrible fate — but
what if he’s innocent?

Seven thousand miles away, the famous writer Emile Zola wonders: Is
Alfred a traitor to France? Or a victim of anti-Semitism? Convinced that
Alfred is innocent, Emile knows that it is his DUTY to help. He pens the
famous letter “J’Accuse …!”, explaining that Alfred was blamed,
charged, tried and convicted … only because he is Jewish.

This powerful middle-grade story written in verse with full-page
illustrations is told from the perspectives of both Alfred Dreyfus and
Emile Zola, two men whose courage changed the world. The true story,
published in time for the 125th anniversary of “J’Accuse …!”, acts as a
reminder that a person committed to truth, justice and equality must
stand up and speak out against prejudice for themselves — and for
others. Includes an author’s note and further historical context.

CONTRIBUTOR INFORMATIONCONTRIBUTOR INFORMATION

HEATHER CAMLOTHEATHER CAMLOT is the author of the nonfiction What If Soldiers

Fought with Pillows? and the Skipping Stones Honor Award novels The

Other Side and Clutch, the latter of which was named among Kirkus’s

Best Middle-Grade Historical Fiction. A journalist for more than 20 years,

she has written, edited and translated for various publications, including

Quill & Quire, Owl, TV Guide Canada and Style at Home. She lives in

Toronto, Ontario.

SOPHIE CASSONSOPHIE CASSON has illustrated The Artist and Me by Shane Peacock,

a finalist for the Marilyn Baillie Picture Book Award, Quelle pagaille! by

Danielle Marcotte and Laurence-Aurélie Théroux-Marcotte, a finalist for

the Governor General’s Award, and Helen’s Birds by Sara Cassidy. Her

highly acclaimed illustrations are inspired by Japanese woodblock prints

and World War II–era posters. Sophie’s award-winning work has also

appeared in the Globe and Mail, the New York Times, Financial Times,

Los Angeles Times and Nature, as well as in the Canadian Museum for

Human Rights. Sophie lives in Montreal, Quebec.
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Rights Held: World All Languages

THE PRISONER AND THE WRITERTHE PRISONER AND THE WRITER

When a Jewish army captain is falsely accused of treason andWhen a Jewish army captain is falsely accused of treason and
sent to prison, a writer uses his pen to fight for justice.sent to prison, a writer uses his pen to fight for justice.

In 1895 a prisoner watches the ocean through the bars of his cell.
Accused of betraying France, Captain Alfred Dreyfus is exiled to a prison
on Devil’s Island, far from his wife and children. It’s a horrible fate — but
what if he’s innocent?

Seven thousand miles away, the famous writer Emile Zola wonders: Is
Alfred a traitor to France? Or a victim of anti-Semitism? Convinced that
Alfred is innocent, Emile knows that it is his DUTY to help. He pens the
famous letter “J’Accuse …!”, explaining that Alfred was blamed,
charged, tried and convicted … only because he is Jewish.

This powerful middle-grade story written in verse with full-page
illustrations is told from the perspectives of both Alfred Dreyfus and
Emile Zola, two men whose courage changed the world. The true story,
published in time for the 125th anniversary of “J’Accuse …!”, acts as a
reminder that a person committed to truth, justice and equality must
stand up and speak out against prejudice for themselves — and for
others. Includes an author’s note and further historical context.

CONTRIBUTOR INFORMATIONCONTRIBUTOR INFORMATION

HEATHER CAMLOTHEATHER CAMLOT is the author of the nonfiction What If Soldiers

Fought with Pillows? and the Skipping Stones Honor Award novels The

Other Side and Clutch, the latter of which was named among Kirkus’s

Best Middle-Grade Historical Fiction. A journalist for more than 20 years,

she has written, edited and translated for various publications, including

Quill & Quire, Owl, TV Guide Canada and Style at Home. She lives in

Toronto, Ontario.

SOPHIE CASSONSOPHIE CASSON has illustrated The Artist and Me by Shane Peacock,

a finalist for the Marilyn Baillie Picture Book Award, Quelle pagaille! by

Danielle Marcotte and Laurence-Aurélie Théroux-Marcotte, a finalist for

the Governor General’s Award, and Helen’s Birds by Sara Cassidy. Her

highly acclaimed illustrations are inspired by Japanese woodblock prints

and World War II–era posters. Sophie’s award-winning work has also

appeared in the Globe and Mail, the New York Times, Financial Times,

Los Angeles Times and Nature, as well as in the Canadian Museum for

Human Rights. Sophie lives in Montreal, Quebec.
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MY NAME IS SEEPEETZAMY NAME IS SEEPEETZA
30th Anniversary Edition

An honest, inside look at life in an Indian residential school inAn honest, inside look at life in an Indian residential school in
the 1950s, and how one indomitable young spirit survived it —the 1950s, and how one indomitable young spirit survived it —
30th anniversary edition.30th anniversary edition.

Seepeetza loves living on Joyaska Ranch with her family. But when she is
six years old, she is driven to the town of Kalamak, in the interior of
British Columbia. Seepeetza will now spend the next several years of her
life at an Indian residential school. The nuns call her Martha and cut her
hair. Worst of all, she is forbidden to “talk Indian,” even with her sisters
and cousins.

Still, Seepeetza looks for bright spots — the cookie she receives as a
Hallowe’en treat, the dance practices. Most of all, there are the
memories of her holidays back on her family farm — camping trips,
horseback riding with her sister, picking berries and cleaning fish with
her mother, aunt and grandmother. Always, thoughts of home make her
school life bearable.

Based on her own experiences, this powerful novel by Shirley Sterling, of
the Nlaka’pamux Nation, is a moving account of one of the most blatant
expressions of racism in the history of Canada. Includes a new afterword
by acclaimed author Tomson Highway, who is Cree, of the Barren Lands
First Nation in northern Manitoba.

CONTRIBUTOR INFORMATIONCONTRIBUTOR INFORMATION

SHIRLEY STERLINGSHIRLEY STERLING (1948–2005) was a member of the Nlaka’pamux

Nation. She twice received the Native Indian Teacher Education Alumni

Award and held a PhD in Education from the University of British

Columbia. My Name Is Seepeetza is based on her childhood

experiences at an Indian residential school. Acclaimed in Canada and

the United States, the book won the Sheila A. Egoff Children’s Literature

Prize and was a finalist for the Governor General’s Literary Award. Shirley

also won the Laura Steinman Award for Children’s Literature.
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Rights Held: World All Languages

THE PRISONER AND THE WRITERTHE PRISONER AND THE WRITER

When a Jewish army captain is falsely accused of treason andWhen a Jewish army captain is falsely accused of treason and
sent to prison, a writer uses his pen to fight for justice.sent to prison, a writer uses his pen to fight for justice.

In 1895 a prisoner watches the ocean through the bars of his cell.
Accused of betraying France, Captain Alfred Dreyfus is exiled to a prison
on Devil’s Island, far from his wife and children. It’s a horrible fate — but
what if he’s innocent?

Seven thousand miles away, the famous writer Emile Zola wonders: Is
Alfred a traitor to France? Or a victim of anti-Semitism? Convinced that
Alfred is innocent, Emile knows that it is his DUTY to help. He pens the
famous letter “J’Accuse …!”, explaining that Alfred was blamed,
charged, tried and convicted … only because he is Jewish.

This powerful middle-grade story written in verse with full-page
illustrations is told from the perspectives of both Alfred Dreyfus and
Emile Zola, two men whose courage changed the world. The true story,
published in time for the 125th anniversary of “J’Accuse …!”, acts as a
reminder that a person committed to truth, justice and equality must
stand up and speak out against prejudice for themselves — and for
others. Includes an author’s note and further historical context.

CONTRIBUTOR INFORMATIONCONTRIBUTOR INFORMATION

HEATHER CAMLOTHEATHER CAMLOT is the author of the nonfiction What If Soldiers

Fought with Pillows? and the Skipping Stones Honor Award novels The

Other Side and Clutch, the latter of which was named among Kirkus’s

Best Middle-Grade Historical Fiction. A journalist for more than 20 years,

she has written, edited and translated for various publications, including

Quill & Quire, Owl, TV Guide Canada and Style at Home. She lives in

Toronto, Ontario.

SOPHIE CASSONSOPHIE CASSON has illustrated The Artist and Me by Shane Peacock,

a finalist for the Marilyn Baillie Picture Book Award, Quelle pagaille! by

Danielle Marcotte and Laurence-Aurélie Théroux-Marcotte, a finalist for

the Governor General’s Award, and Helen’s Birds by Sara Cassidy. Her

highly acclaimed illustrations are inspired by Japanese woodblock prints

and World War II–era posters. Sophie’s award-winning work has also

appeared in the Globe and Mail, the New York Times, Financial Times,

Los Angeles Times and Nature, as well as in the Canadian Museum for

Human Rights. Sophie lives in Montreal, Quebec.
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ANTHONY AND THE GARGOYLEANTHONY AND THE GARGOYLE
written by Jo Ellen Bogart
illustrated by Maja Kastelic

A boy befriends a baby gargoyle in this magical wordlessA boy befriends a baby gargoyle in this magical wordless
story in graphic-novel style from award-winning creators Jostory in graphic-novel style from award-winning creators Jo
Ellen Bogart and Maja Kastelic.Ellen Bogart and Maja Kastelic.

Anthony’s house is full of family photos — of his parents’ trip to Paris,
his great aunt, and Anthony himself as a toddler, holding his favorite
rock.

When Anthony wakes up one morning, he sees that his “rock” has
cracked open — it’s hollow inside. He doesn’t see the little face
peering out from the closet. Later, he discovers the newly hatched
creature and they become friends. Anthony asks his mother about
the rock, and she shows him a photo album of a trip to Paris. Anthony
sees that his friend resembles the gargoyles at Notre-Dame
cathedral. Back in his room, he shows the photos to the baby
gargoyle who looks at them with longing.

News arrives that Anthony’s great aunt is in hospital. The family travel
to Paris to visit, and Anthony secretly brings the baby gargoyle. When
the family have a chance to climb Notre-Dame’s tower, Anthony and
his friend wander from one gargoyle to the next … until the baby
gargoyle sees one that looks just like him.

A bittersweet story of true friendship and letting go.

 

1 October 2021

48 pages

8.75 in x 10.50 in

Rights Held: World All Languages

Rights Sold: U.K. Commonwealth (Walker), 
German (NordSüd), Italian (Le Lettere), French 
Europe (Alice Éditions), French North America 
(Comme des géants), Russian (Polyandria)

Recent Highlights
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ANTHONY AND THE GARGOYLEANTHONY AND THE GARGOYLE
written by Jo Ellen Bogart
illustrated by Maja Kastelic

A boy befriends a baby gargoyle in this magical wordlessA boy befriends a baby gargoyle in this magical wordless
story in graphic-novel style from award-winning creators Jostory in graphic-novel style from award-winning creators Jo
Ellen Bogart and Maja Kastelic.Ellen Bogart and Maja Kastelic.

Anthony’s house is full of family photos — of his parents’ trip to Paris,
his great aunt, and Anthony himself as a toddler, holding his favorite
rock.

When Anthony wakes up one morning, he sees that his “rock” has
cracked open — it’s hollow inside. He doesn’t see the little face
peering out from the closet. Later, he discovers the newly hatched
creature and they become friends. Anthony asks his mother about
the rock, and she shows him a photo album of a trip to Paris. Anthony
sees that his friend resembles the gargoyles at Notre-Dame
cathedral. Back in his room, he shows the photos to the baby
gargoyle who looks at them with longing.

News arrives that Anthony’s great aunt is in hospital. The family travel
to Paris to visit, and Anthony secretly brings the baby gargoyle. When
the family have a chance to climb Notre-Dame’s tower, Anthony and
his friend wander from one gargoyle to the next … until the baby
gargoyle sees one that looks just like him.

A bittersweet story of true friendship and letting go.

 

1 October 2021

48 pages

8.75 in x 10.50 in

JO ELLEN BOGARTJO ELLEN BOGART was born in Houston, Texas,
and received degrees in elementary education and
psychology from the University of Texas at Austin.
She has written many children's books, including The
White Cat and the Monk, illustrated by Sydney
Smith, a Governor General's Award finalist and a
USBBY Outstanding International Book. Her picture
book Jeremiah Learns to Read, illustrated by Laura
Fernandez and Rick Jacobson won the Ruth
Schwartz Children's Book Award, and Gifts,
illustrated by Barbara Reid, won the Amelia Frances
Howard-Gibbon Illustrator's Award and was
selected for IBBY's Honour List. Jo Ellen lives in
Guelph, Ontario.

MAJA KASTELICMAJA KASTELIC received a BA in painting from
the University of Ljubljana’s Academy of Fine Arts
and Design and studied philosophy and theory of
visual culture at the University of Primorska. She
restored frescoes before becoming a children's
book author and illustrator. Her wordless picture
book A Boy and a House was selected for the
Bologna Illustrators Exhibition, the White Ravens
Catalogue, Kirkus Best Wordless Picture Books and
the IBBY Honour List. She has received a BIB Plaque
at the Biennial of Illustrations, Bratislava. Maja lives
in Trebnje, Slovenia.
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A KID IS A KID IS A KIDA KID IS A KID IS A KID
written by Sara O'Leary
illustrated by Qin Leng

In this companion to the enormously popular In this companion to the enormously popular A Family Is aA Family Is a
Family Is a FamilyFamily Is a Family, a group of kids share the silly questions, a group of kids share the silly questions
they always hear, as well as the questions they would they always hear, as well as the questions they would ratherrather
be asked about themselves.be asked about themselves.

Being the new kid is hard, a child in the school playground tells us. I
can think of better things to ask than if I’m a boy or a girl. Another
child comes along and says she gets asked why she always has her
nose in a book. Someone else gets asked where they come from. 

One after another, children share the questions they’re tired of being
asked again and again — as opposed to what they believe are the
most important or interesting things about themselves. As they move
around the playground, picking up new friends along the way, there
is a feeling of understanding and acceptance among them. And in
the end, the new kid comes up with the question they would
definitely all like to hear: “Hey kid, want to play?”

Sara O’Leary’s thoughtful text and Qin Leng’s expressive illustrations
tell a story about children who are all different, all themselves, all just
kids.

 

1 August 2021

32 pages

8.50 in x 10.00 in

Rights Held: World All Languages

Rights Sold: French North America (Éditions 
Scholastic), World French excl. NA (Les Arènes), 
Japanese (Akane Shobo)
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A KID IS A KID IS A KIDA KID IS A KID IS A KID
written by Sara O'Leary
illustrated by Qin Leng

In this companion to the enormously popular In this companion to the enormously popular A Family Is aA Family Is a
Family Is a FamilyFamily Is a Family, a group of kids share the silly questions, a group of kids share the silly questions
they always hear, as well as the questions they would they always hear, as well as the questions they would ratherrather
be asked about themselves.be asked about themselves.

Being the new kid is hard, a child in the school playground tells us. I
can think of better things to ask than if I’m a boy or a girl. Another
child comes along and says she gets asked why she always has her
nose in a book. Someone else gets asked where they come from. 

One after another, children share the questions they’re tired of being
asked again and again — as opposed to what they believe are the
most important or interesting things about themselves. As they move
around the playground, picking up new friends along the way, there
is a feeling of understanding and acceptance among them. And in
the end, the new kid comes up with the question they would
definitely all like to hear: “Hey kid, want to play?”

Sara O’Leary’s thoughtful text and Qin Leng’s expressive illustrations
tell a story about children who are all different, all themselves, all just
kids.

 

1 August 2021

32 pages

8.50 in x 10.00 in

SARA O'LEARYSARA O'LEARY is a writer of fiction for both adults
and children. Her highly acclaimed picture books
include Percy’s Museum, illustrated by Carmen Mok;
Night Walk, illustrated by Ellie Arscott; A Family Is a
Family Is a Family, illustrated by Qin Leng (USBBY
Outstanding International Books); and Maud and
Grand-Maud, illustrated by Kenard Pak. She has also
written This Is Sadie (adapted for the stage for New
York City Children’s Theater) and the award-winning
series of Henry books, all illustrated by Julie
Morstad. Sara writes for children’s animation and
teaches at Concordia University in Montreal.

QIN LENGQIN LENG lives and works as a designer and
illustrator in Toronto. She graduated from the Mel
Hoppenheim School of Cinema and has received
many awards for her animated short films and
artwork. Her picture books include Hana Hashimoto,
Sixth Violin by Chieri Uegaki (APALA Award,
Governor General’s Literary Award finalist); Away by
Emil Sher and A Family Is a Family Is a Family by
Sara O’Leary (both USBBY Outstanding
International Books); When I Found Grandma by
Saumiya Balasubramaniam (Marilyn Baillie Picture
Book Award finalist) and I Am Small, which Qin has
written and illustrated.
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A FAMILY IS A FAMILY IS AA FAMILY IS A FAMILY IS A
FAMILYFAMILY
written by Sara O'Leary
illustrated by Qin Leng

When a teacher asks her class to think about what makesWhen a teacher asks her class to think about what makes
their families special, the answers are all different, but thetheir families special, the answers are all different, but the
same in one important way ...same in one important way ...

When a teacher asks the children in her class to think about what
makes their families special, the answers are all different in many ways
— but the same in the one way that matters most of all.

One child is worried that her family is just too different to explain, but
listens as her classmates talk about what makes their families special.
One is raised by a grandmother, and another has two dads. One has
many stepsiblings, and another has a new baby in the family.

As her classmates describe who they live with and who loves them —
family of every shape, size and every kind of relation — the child
realizes that as long as her family is full of caring people, it is special.

A warm and whimsical look at many types of families, written by
award-winning author Sara O’Leary, with quirky and sweet illustrations
by Qin Leng.

 

1 September 2016

32 pages

8.50 in x 9.50 in

Rights Held: World All Languages

Rights Sold: French North America (Éditions 
Scholastic), World French excl. NA (Les Arènes), 
Swedish (Epix), Italian (La Margherita Edizioni), 
Brazilian Portuguese (Brinque Book), Korean 
(Prunsoop), Japanese (Akane Shobo)

22



4 to 7 years4 to 7 years

Pub Date:Pub Date:

Extent:Extent:

Trim:Trim:

A FAMILY IS A FAMILY IS AA FAMILY IS A FAMILY IS A
FAMILYFAMILY
written by Sara O'Leary
illustrated by Qin Leng

When a teacher asks her class to think about what makesWhen a teacher asks her class to think about what makes
their families special, the answers are all different, but thetheir families special, the answers are all different, but the
same in one important way ...same in one important way ...

When a teacher asks the children in her class to think about what
makes their families special, the answers are all different in many ways
— but the same in the one way that matters most of all.

One child is worried that her family is just too different to explain, but
listens as her classmates talk about what makes their families special.
One is raised by a grandmother, and another has two dads. One has
many stepsiblings, and another has a new baby in the family.

As her classmates describe who they live with and who loves them —
family of every shape, size and every kind of relation — the child
realizes that as long as her family is full of caring people, it is special.

A warm and whimsical look at many types of families, written by
award-winning author Sara O’Leary, with quirky and sweet illustrations
by Qin Leng.

 

1 September 2016

32 pages

8.50 in x 9.50 in

SARA O'LEARYSARA O'LEARY is a writer of fiction for both adults
and children. Her highly acclaimed picture books
include Percy’s Museum, illustrated by Carmen Mok;
Night Walk, illustrated by Ellie Arscott; A Family Is a
Family Is a Family, illustrated by Qin Leng (USBBY
Outstanding International Books); and Maud and
Grand-Maud, illustrated by Kenard Pak. She has also
written This Is Sadie (adapted for the stage for New
York City Children’s Theater) and the award-winning
series of Henry books, all illustrated by Julie
Morstad. Sara writes for children’s animation and
teaches at Concordia University in Montreal.

QIN LENGQIN LENG lives and works as a designer and
illustrator in Toronto. She graduated from the Mel
Hoppenheim School of Cinema and has received
many awards for her animated short films and
artwork. Her picture books include Hana Hashimoto,
Sixth Violin by Chieri Uegaki (APALA Award,
Governor General’s Literary Award finalist); Away by
Emil Sher and A Family Is a Family Is a Family by
Sara O’Leary (both USBBY Outstanding
International Books); When I Found Grandma by
Saumiya Balasubramaniam (Marilyn Baillie Picture
Book Award finalist) and I Am Small, which Qin has
written and illustrated.
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MARTIN AND THE RIVERMARTIN AND THE RIVER
written by Jon-Erik Lappano
illustrated by Josée Bisaillon

Faced with moving away from his beloved river in theFaced with moving away from his beloved river in the
country, Martin discovers it is possible to make a meaningfulcountry, Martin discovers it is possible to make a meaningful
connection to nature in the city, too, and find ways to acceptconnection to nature in the city, too, and find ways to accept
changes beyond his control.changes beyond his control.

Martin loves to play by the river near his house. He watches the great
blue herons and looks for crayfish and otters. He builds forts and lies
in the tall grass near the water. But one day Martin’s parents tell him
they have to move away, to the city. 

The family spend a day in the city, exploring their future home. Martin
rides the subway, visits the market, explores the museum and
watches a street performer, but none of the city’s charms can
compare with the river. Then his parents show him a small stream
running through the park, and Martin senses something familiar in
the air. 

When moving day arrives, Martin fills a small glass jar with river water
as a keepsake. And when he returns to the stream, he discovers that
his connection to nature can be just as wondrous in the city. 

This poetic story looks at the special relationship between an
imaginative child and the natural world, and explores how that
connection can be nurtured and recreated in a new place.

 

1 March 2022

36 pages

8.50 in x 10.75 in

Rights Held: World All Languages
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MARTIN AND THE RIVERMARTIN AND THE RIVER
written by Jon-Erik Lappano
illustrated by Josée Bisaillon

Faced with moving away from his beloved river in theFaced with moving away from his beloved river in the
country, Martin discovers it is possible to make a meaningfulcountry, Martin discovers it is possible to make a meaningful
connection to nature in the city, too, and find ways to acceptconnection to nature in the city, too, and find ways to accept
changes beyond his control.changes beyond his control.

Martin loves to play by the river near his house. He watches the great
blue herons and looks for crayfish and otters. He builds forts and lies
in the tall grass near the water. But one day Martin’s parents tell him
they have to move away, to the city. 

The family spend a day in the city, exploring their future home. Martin
rides the subway, visits the market, explores the museum and
watches a street performer, but none of the city’s charms can
compare with the river. Then his parents show him a small stream
running through the park, and Martin senses something familiar in
the air. 

When moving day arrives, Martin fills a small glass jar with river water
as a keepsake. And when he returns to the stream, he discovers that
his connection to nature can be just as wondrous in the city. 

This poetic story looks at the special relationship between an
imaginative child and the natural world, and explores how that
connection can be nurtured and recreated in a new place.

 

1 March 2022

36 pages

8.50 in x 10.75 in

JON-ERIK LAPPANOJON-ERIK LAPPANO’s debut picture book, Tokyo
Digs a Garden, illustrated by Kellen Hatanaka, won
the Governor General’s Literary Award and was a
finalist for the TD Canadian Children’s Literature
Award, the Elizabeth Mrazik-Cleaver Canadian
Picture Book Award and Japan’s Sakura Medal. He
has also written Maggie’s Treasure, illustrated by
Kellen Hatanaka, to wide acclaim, and Song for the
Snow, illustrated by Byron Eggenschwiler. Jon-Erik
lives in Stratford, Ontario, with his family.

JOSÉE BISAILLONJOSÉE BISAILLON has illustrated more than forty
picture books, and she has been nominated for the
Governor General’s Literary Award three times. The
Snow Knows by Jennifer McGrath won the Marilyn
Baillie Picture Book Award and was a finalist for the
Lillian Shepherd Memorial Award for Excellence in
Illustration. Dancing with Daisy by Jan L. Coates was
a finalist for the Elizabeth Mrazik-Cleaver Canadian
Picture Book Award. Josée lives with her family near
Montreal, Quebec.

  

25



3 to 6 years3 to 6 years

Pub Date:Pub Date:

Extent:Extent:

Trim:Trim:

ANGRY MEANGRY ME
written by Sandra V. Feder
illustrated by Rahele Jomepour Bell

A young child tells us what makes her angry and how sheA young child tells us what makes her angry and how she
tries to let the anger come and go. An artful starting pointtries to let the anger come and go. An artful starting point
for conversations about strong feelings.for conversations about strong feelings.

“I get angry,” says a little girl, looking fiercely in the mirror.
Sometimes she gets angry when someone is mean and tries to take
her toy away, when it feels unfair that there’s not enough time to go
swimming, when she’s tired and just wants to go home, or when the
kids at school leave her out, hurting her feelings.

When she’s angry, she tries to remember to use her words — even
though that doesn’t always work. Sometimes she can’t find the right
words, or the words don’t come out the way she intends. But
sometimes words do help, and when her anger melts away a new
feeling can blossom.

Sandra Feder’s cleverly constructed text presents different situations
in which a child might feel angry, creating a nuanced look at anger
and its many underlying emotions. Rahele Jomepour Bell’s
illustrations show a loveable, angry little girl, brimming with
personality, who learns how to express herself as she moves through
her feelings.

testing Rights key selling features

comes out of description for subsidiary rights department

under full text

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES

 

1 May 2022

32 pages

8.00 in x 11.25 in

Rights Held: World All Languages
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ANGRY MEANGRY ME
written by Sandra V. Feder
illustrated by Rahele Jomepour Bell

A young child tells us what makes her angry and how sheA young child tells us what makes her angry and how she
tries to let the anger come and go. An artful starting pointtries to let the anger come and go. An artful starting point
for conversations about strong feelings.for conversations about strong feelings.

“I get angry,” says a little girl, looking fiercely in the mirror.
Sometimes she gets angry when someone is mean and tries to take
her toy away, when it feels unfair that there’s not enough time to go
swimming, when she’s tired and just wants to go home, or when the
kids at school leave her out, hurting her feelings.

When she’s angry, she tries to remember to use her words — even
though that doesn’t always work. Sometimes she can’t find the right
words, or the words don’t come out the way she intends. But
sometimes words do help, and when her anger melts away a new
feeling can blossom.

Sandra Feder’s cleverly constructed text presents different situations
in which a child might feel angry, creating a nuanced look at anger
and its many underlying emotions. Rahele Jomepour Bell’s
illustrations show a loveable, angry little girl, brimming with
personality, who learns how to express herself as she moves through
her feelings.

testing Rights key selling features

comes out of description for subsidiary rights department

under full text

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES

 

1 May 2022

32 pages

8.00 in x 11.25 in

26



3 to 6 years3 to 6 years

Pub Date:Pub Date:

Extent:Extent:

Trim:Trim:

ANGRY MEANGRY ME
written by Sandra V. Feder
illustrated by Rahele Jomepour Bell

A young child tells us what makes her angry and how sheA young child tells us what makes her angry and how she
tries to let the anger come and go. An artful starting pointtries to let the anger come and go. An artful starting point
for conversations about strong feelings.for conversations about strong feelings.

“I get angry,” says a little girl, looking fiercely in the mirror.
Sometimes she gets angry when someone is mean and tries to take
her toy away, when it feels unfair that there’s not enough time to go
swimming, when she’s tired and just wants to go home, or when the
kids at school leave her out, hurting her feelings.

When she’s angry, she tries to remember to use her words — even
though that doesn’t always work. Sometimes she can’t find the right
words, or the words don’t come out the way she intends. But
sometimes words do help, and when her anger melts away a new
feeling can blossom.

Sandra Feder’s cleverly constructed text presents different situations
in which a child might feel angry, creating a nuanced look at anger
and its many underlying emotions. Rahele Jomepour Bell’s
illustrations show a loveable, angry little girl, brimming with
personality, who learns how to express herself as she moves through
her feelings.

testing Rights key selling features

comes out of description for subsidiary rights department

under full text

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES

 

1 May 2022

32 pages

8.00 in x 11.25 in

SANDRA V. FEDERSANDRA V. FEDER is the author of two acclaimed
picture books. Bitter and Sweet, illustrated by
Kyrsten Brooker, was a PJ Library selection, and The
Moon Inside, illustrated by Aimée Sicuro, has been
translated into French, Chinese and Korean. She’s
also the author of three early chapter books —
Daisy’s Perfect Word, Daisy’s Defining Day and
Daisy’s Big Night, illustrated by Susan Mitchell.
Sandra lives in Northern California.

RAHELE JOMEPOUR BELLRAHELE JOMEPOUR BELL’s charming
illustrations have appeared in Our Favorite Day of
the Year by A. E. Ali (Kirkus Best Picture Books of
the Year), Book’s Big Adventure by Adam Lehrhaupt
and Playdate by Maryann Macdonald, as well as in
seven picture books published in Iran. She has
received a number of awards and honors for her
work.
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I’M NOT SYDNEY!I’M NOT SYDNEY!
written and illustrated by Marie-Louise Gay

Sydney and his friends gather outside to play, transformingSydney and his friends gather outside to play, transforming
one by one to climb, leap, lumber and soar into a sharedone by one to climb, leap, lumber and soar into a shared
jungle of their imagination.jungle of their imagination.

Hanging upside down in a tree, Sydney imagines he is a sleepy, sun-
bathing sloth. And that's where Sami finds him. Sami thinks sloths are
too slow, so she scampers up the tree and becomes a spider
monkey. “Fast is fun!” she chatters. “Fast is best!” And that’s where
Edward finds them… 

One after another, the neighborhood kids wander by and slip into a
shared imaginative world where leaves and giant flowers unfurl,
playing, laughing, teasing and bickering, until Edward the elephant
fills up his trunk and—WHOOSH!—sends the children “galloping
home like a herd of small wet animals.” 

As always, Marie-Louise Gay’s writing and artwork are wonderfully
pitched to young readers, capturing the effortless way that children
travel back and forth between the worlds of real life and make
believe. With its sun-dappled watercolors, depiction of time spent
outdoors with friends, and quiet, wistful ending, I’m Not Sydney
perfectly illustrates the slow-moving magic of a childhood summer.

 

1 March 2022

40 pages

8.12 in x 10.75 in

Rights Held: World All Languages

Rights Sold: French (Dominique et Compagnie)
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I’M NOT SYDNEY!I’M NOT SYDNEY!
written and illustrated by Marie-Louise Gay

Sydney and his friends gather outside to play, transformingSydney and his friends gather outside to play, transforming
one by one to climb, leap, lumber and soar into a sharedone by one to climb, leap, lumber and soar into a shared
jungle of their imagination.jungle of their imagination.

Hanging upside down in a tree, Sydney imagines he is a sleepy, sun-
bathing sloth. And that's where Sami finds him. Sami thinks sloths are
too slow, so she scampers up the tree and becomes a spider
monkey. “Fast is fun!” she chatters. “Fast is best!” And that’s where
Edward finds them… 

One after another, the neighborhood kids wander by and slip into a
shared imaginative world where leaves and giant flowers unfurl,
playing, laughing, teasing and bickering, until Edward the elephant
fills up his trunk and—WHOOSH!—sends the children “galloping
home like a herd of small wet animals.” 

As always, Marie-Louise Gay’s writing and artwork are wonderfully
pitched to young readers, capturing the effortless way that children
travel back and forth between the worlds of real life and make
believe. With its sun-dappled watercolors, depiction of time spent
outdoors with friends, and quiet, wistful ending, I’m Not Sydney
perfectly illustrates the slow-moving magic of a childhood summer.

 

1 March 2022

40 pages

8.12 in x 10.75 in

MARIE-LOUISE GAYMARIE-LOUISE GAY is an internationally acclaimed
children's book creator. She has won two Governor
General’s Literary Awards, the Vicky Metcalf Award
for Children’s Literature and the Marilyn Baillie
Picture Book Award. She has also been nominated
for the prestigious Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award
and the Hans Christian Andersen Award. Her popular
Stella and Sam series has been translated into more
than fifteen languages and is loved by children all
over the world. She lives in Montreal, Quebec.

  

29



3 to 6 years3 to 6 years

Pub Date:Pub Date:

Extent:Extent:

Trim:Trim:

WHEN I LISTEN TO SILENCEWHEN I LISTEN TO SILENCE
written by Jean E. Pendziwol
illustrated by Carmen Mok

When a child is asked to “Please, be quiet!” they sit silent …When a child is asked to “Please, be quiet!” they sit silent …
and their imagination sweeps them away on a breathtakingand their imagination sweeps them away on a breathtaking
journey.journey. 

Through the window, the child can hear the trees breathe and
watches them sway back and forth as they begin to dance. Then
bears join in, accompanied by the child on their drum, making so
much noise they wake up a dragon! The dragon’s smoky breath fills
the sky, and the wind forms a knight on a steed that gallops through
the stars. The child’s adventure continues, as one wonderful flight of
fancy leads to the next, from pirates to mermaids to whales, until they
find themselves sitting silent once again among the trees. 

Jean E. Pendziwol has written a charming story-poem that looks at
silence and stillness as an opportunity for the imagination and
creativity to flourish. Carmen Mok’s magical illustrations flow from
one spread to the next like animation, in a palette inspired by vintage
printmaking.

 

1 April 2022

32 pages

8.50 in x 11.00 in

Rights Held: World All Languages

30



3 to 6 years3 to 6 years

Pub Date:Pub Date:

Extent:Extent:

Trim:Trim:

WHEN I LISTEN TO SILENCEWHEN I LISTEN TO SILENCE
written by Jean E. Pendziwol
illustrated by Carmen Mok

When a child is asked to “Please, be quiet!” they sit silent …When a child is asked to “Please, be quiet!” they sit silent …
and their imagination sweeps them away on a breathtakingand their imagination sweeps them away on a breathtaking
journey.journey. 

Through the window, the child can hear the trees breathe and
watches them sway back and forth as they begin to dance. Then
bears join in, accompanied by the child on their drum, making so
much noise they wake up a dragon! The dragon’s smoky breath fills
the sky, and the wind forms a knight on a steed that gallops through
the stars. The child’s adventure continues, as one wonderful flight of
fancy leads to the next, from pirates to mermaids to whales, until they
find themselves sitting silent once again among the trees. 

Jean E. Pendziwol has written a charming story-poem that looks at
silence and stillness as an opportunity for the imagination and
creativity to flourish. Carmen Mok’s magical illustrations flow from
one spread to the next like animation, in a palette inspired by vintage
printmaking.

 

1 April 2022

32 pages

8.50 in x 11.00 in

JEAN E. PENDZIWOLJEAN E. PENDZIWOL’s highly acclaimed picture
books include I Found Hope in a Cherry Tree,
illustrated by Nathalie Dion; Me and You and the
Red Canoe, illustrated by Phil; and Once Upon a
Northern Night, illustrated by Isabelle Arsenault
(finalist for the Governor General’s Award and the
TD Canadian Children’s Literature Award). Jean’s
adult novel, The Lightkeeper’s Daughters, has been
published in more than thirteen languages. She lives
in Northwestern Ontario on the shores of Lake
Superior.

CARMEN MOKCARMEN MOK is a studio-art graduate of the
University of Waterloo and a craft and design
graduate of Sheridan College. She has illustrated
Percy's Museum by Sara O'Leary, Violet Shrink by
Christine Baldacchino and Grandmother’s Visit by
Betty Quan, an Asian/Pacific American Award for
Literature Picture Book Honor title. Carmen’s other
noteworthy books include A Stopwatch from
Grampa by Loretta Garbutt, Cone Cat by Sarah
Howden and Tough Like Mum by Lana Button. She
lives in St. Catharines, Ontario.
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Short Stories by Deborah Ellis

A third volume titled Fly is in the works.

SIT (2017) 
Rights sold: Spanish for the Americas (Macmillan Educación)

In this highly acclaimed short story collection, Deborah Ellis draws our attention 
to the familiar sight of the seated child. 

Jafar is a child laborer in a chair factory and longs to go to school. Sue sits on a 
swing as she and her brother wait to have a supervised visit with their father at 
the children’s aid society. Gretchen tries out a toilet seat during a school tour 
of Auschwitz. Barry squirms on a food court chair as his parents tell him that 
they are splitting up. Macie sits on her plastic time-out chair while her mother 
receives visitors for tea. United by a single powerful image, nine children from 
very different walks of life find the courage to face their situations in ways large 
and small.

“Beautifully wrought.” – Booklist, STARRED REVIEW

STEP (MARCH 2022) 
World Rights Available

In this second collection, children around the world turn eleven and take a step 
into their futures.

In the first story, a boy walking his sister’s dog finds the shards of a smashed 
plate on the side of the road, with words written on them like “I’ll never have 
any friends” and “I am ugly.” He wonders who in his family or community 
might be hiding a secret sadness, and decides to try taking a step in someone 
else’s shoes. In another story, a girl and her family fleeing their country board a 
smuggler’s boat en route to Europe. They are beset by thieves, told to go back 
to where they came from, and are nearly drowned. But in the end the girl wakes 
up on a sandy beach and walks forward into her new world. Tightly paced and 
emotionally layered, these ten stories come together in an eloquent collection 
from a master storyteller.

8 to 12 years8 to 12 years
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For more information contact:For more information contact:

Erica MojzesErica Mojzes
Rights Manager
emojzes@groundwoodbooks.comemojzes@groundwoodbooks.com 

Mariana LinaresMariana Linares
International Sales & Rights Associate
mariana@anansi.camariana@anansi.ca

CITY OF WATERCITY OF WATER
written by Andrea Curtis
illustrated by Katy Dockrill

The second book in the ThinkCities series explores water asThe second book in the ThinkCities series explores water as
a precious, finite resource, tracing its journey from source,a precious, finite resource, tracing its journey from source,
through the city, and back again. through the city, and back again. 

Living in cities where water flows effortlessly from our taps, it’s easy to
take it for granted. City of Water shines a light on the system that is
vital to our health and well-being. The narrative traces the journey of
water from the forests, mountains, rivers and watershed, through
pipes and treatment facilities, into our taps and toilets, then out
through storm and sewer systems toward treatment plants and back
into the watershed.

Readers are encouraged to think of water as a finite resource, and to
take action to prevent it from becoming more polluted. As the
world’s population grows, along with pollution and climate change,
access to clean water is becoming an urgent issue.

The ThinkCitiesThinkCities series is inspired by the urgency for new
approaches to city life as a result of climate change, population
growth and increased density. It highlights the challenges and risks
cities face, but also offers hope for building resilience, sustainability
and quality of life as young people advocate for themselves and their
communities.

 

1 May 2021

40 pages

8.75 in x 10.62 in

H “Beautifully wrought, the collection will appeal to 
thoughtful readers who appreciate Ellis’ other globally-aware 

works … An excellent choice for all collections.” 
— Booklist, starred review 

“Ellis nimbly slips into the minds of her memorable 
characters … and her thought-provoking collection should 
spark wide-ranging discussions about choice and injustice.” 

— Publishers Weekly
“Every story is poignant and provocative. Ellis writes with 

deep compassion and intuitiveness.”  
— School Library Journal


Meet Mike, Noosala, Barry, Sue, Macie, Miyuki, Gretchen, 
Jed, Bea and Jafar. Ten kids who find the courage to take control 
over their lives — in ways large and small ... 

Poignant and empowering short stories 
from the author of  The Breadwinner

$9.95
Cover illustration by Clare Owen
Cover design by Michael Solomon
Distributed in the USA by Publishers Group West
Printed and bound in Canada
Also available as an e-book

GROUNDWOOD BOOKS
HOUSE OF ANANSI PRESS
groundwoodbooks.com
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ISBN: 978-1-77306-110-8
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$10.99
Cover illustration by Clare Owen
Cover design by Michael Solomon
Also available as an ebook
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groundwoodbooks.com
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STORIES BY

From the author of  The Breadwinner, a thoughtful and 
provocative short-story collection about the promise 

and possibilities of  turning eleven.



The sound of fingernailed paws on the linoleum made everyone 
in the family stop mid-chew.

The dog had left his corner.
The dog never left his corner. 
No one moved. Forks full of waffles and mugs full of coffee 

hung suspended in the air, making the family look like they were 
in a magazine ad.

Bentley click-clicked his way to the table, stopped beside 
Connor’s chair and plopped down on his belly with a “hmpppfff.”

“Well,” Dad said. “How about that?”
“I wonder what goes on in his head?” mused Mom.
“Probably nothing,” said Janey.
“We don’t know what goes on in anybody’s head,” said Connor.
But he was going to try to find out.
And just like that, Connor took a giant leap forward, and 

decided to try to step into someone else’s shoes.

All royalties from the sale of this book will be donated to the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), which works to aid and protect people 
forced to flee their homes due to violence, conflict and persecution.
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Joanne Schwartz was born in Cape Breton, Nova 
Scotia. Her first picture book, Our Corner Grocery 
Store, illustrated by Laura Beingessner, was nominated 
for the Marilyn Baillie Picture Book Award. Her 
other books include City Alphabet and City Numbers, 
with photos by Matt Beam, and two Inuit folktales 
with Cape Dorset elder Qaunaq Mikkigak — The 
Legend of the Fog, illustrated by Danny Christopher, 
and Grandmother Ptarmigan, illustrated by Qin Leng. 
Her most recent book is Pinny in Summer, illustrated 
by Isabelle Malenfant. Joanne has been a children’s 
librarian for more than twenty-five years. She lives in 
Toronto.

Sydney Smith was born in rural Nova Scotia and 
has been drawing from an early age. Since graduating 
from NSCAD University, he has illustrated numerous 
children’s books, including the highly acclaimed 
wordless picture book Sidewalk Flowers, conceived by 
JonArno Lawson, which won the Governor General’s 
Award, among many other honors, and was named a 
New York Times Best Illustrated Children’s Book. He 
is also the illustrator of Grant and Tillie Go Walking by 
Monica Kulling and The White Cat and the Monk by Jo 
Ellen Bogart. Sydney lives and works in Toronto with 
his wife and son.

$21.95 Canada / $19.95 US

From my house, I can see the sea …

A young boy wakes up on a summer morning and 
looks out at the sea. He goes about his day, calling 
on a friend, going to the store for his mom and 
visiting his grandfather’s grave. But all the while, 
his mind strays to his father who is digging for coal 
deep under the sea.

Written by Joanne Schwartz, this beautifully 
understated and haunting story brings a piece of 
history to life. Stunning illustrations by Sydney 
Smith, the award-winning illustrator of Sidewalk 
Flowers, show the striking contrast between a 
sparkling seaside day and the darkness underground 
where the miners dig. 

H
“Hauntingly beautiful.” 
Booklist, starred review

H
“Art and text meld for a powerful 
glimpse at a way of life that begs 

inspection. A thoughtful and 
haunting book that will stay  

with readers.” 
School Library Journal,  

starred review

H
“This is a moving story, and a fine 

example of text and pictures in 
perfect harmony.” 

Horn Book, starred review

H
“A quiet book that will stay with 

readers long after they have 
closed it.” 

Kirkus, starred review

TownIsByTheSea_88716_HCJ.indd   1 2017-03-02   3:42 PM
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A little girl collects wildflowers while on a walk with 
her distracted father. Each flower becomes a gift, and 
whether the gift is noticed or ignored, both giver and 

recipient are transformed  
by their encounter.

H 
“A reminder that 

what looks like play 
can sometimes be a 

sacrament.” — Publishers 
Weekly, starred review

H 
“…wraps readers in 

kindness, tenderness, 
generosity and wonder.”  

— Quill & Quire,  
starred review

H 
“This ode to everyday 

beauty sings sweetly.” — 
Kirkus, starred review 

H 
“A quiet, graceful book.” 

— Booklist, starred review

H 
“A book to savor slowly 

and then revisit again and 
again.” — School Library 
Journal, starred review 

An ALA Notable Book
A New York Times Best Illustrated Children’s Book
 Amelia Frances Howard-Gibbon Illustrator’s Award

Elizabeth Mrazik-Cleaver Canadian Picture Book Award
National Cartoonists Society Reuben Award for Book Illustration

An IBBY Outstanding Book for Young People with Disabilities
A USBBY Outstanding International Book

New York Public Library Best 100 Books for Reading and Sharing

$16.95
Cover illustration copyright © Sydney Smith

Cover design by Michael Solomon
Also available as an ebook

Groundwood Books 
House of Anansi Press

groundwoodbooks.com

This wordless picture book, conceived by award-
winning poet JonArno Lawson and beautifully 

brought to life by illustrator Sydney Smith, is an ode 
to the importance of small things,  
small people and small gestures.
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The monk in this poem leads a 
simple life — he studies his books 
late into the evening, searching for 
meaning. His cat, Pangur, leads a 
simple life, too, chasing his prey in the 
darkness. As night turns to dawn, can 
each find what he seeks?

The White Cat and the Monk is a 
retelling of the Old Irish poem 
“Pangur Bán.” With Jo Ellen Bogart’s 
simple and elegant narrative and 
Sydney Smith’s classically inspired 
images, this contemplative story pays 
tribute to the wisdom of animals and 
the wonders of the natural world.

Includes an author’s note.
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Jo Ellen Bogart was born 
in Houston, Texas, and received 
degrees in elementary education and 
psychology from the University of 
Texas at Austin. She has written many 
best-selling children’s books, and she 
won the Ruth Schwartz Children’s 
Book Award for Jeremiah Learns to 
Read, illustrated by Laura Fernandez 
and Rick Jacobson. Her picture book 
Gifts, illustrated by Barbara Reid, won 
the Amelia Frances Howard-Gibbon 
Award and was selected for the TD 
Grade One Book Giveaway program 
and the IBBY Honour List. She lives 
in Guelph, Ontario.

Sydney Smith was born in rural 
Nova Scotia and has been drawing 
from an early age. Since graduating 
from NSCAD University, he has 
illustrated the highly acclaimed 
wordless picture book Sidewalk 
Flowers, conceived by JonArno 
Lawson, Grant and Tillie Go Walking 
by Monica Kulling, Town Is by 
the Sea by Joanne Schwartz, and 
Small in the City, which Sydney 
both wrote and illustrated. He has 
received many awards, including 
the Governor General’s Award in 
Young People’s Literature, the Sheila 
Barry Picture Book Award and the 
Lillian Shepherd Memorial Award 
for Excellence in Illustration. He lives 
and works in Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
with his wife and two sons.

Jacket art © Sydney Smith
Jacket design by Michael Solomon

Also available as an ebook

Groundwood Books  
House of Anansi Press

groundwoodbooks.com

H “A stunningly illustrated 
meditative ode to the simple 
joys of human-animal 
companionship and the pursuit 
of knowledge.”  School Library 
Journal, starred review

H “[A] sophisticated and 
subtle story about the pursuit 
of joy — one that will easily 
resonate with readers young 
and old.”  Publishers Weekly, 
starred review

H “The watercolor-and-ink 
artwork has both heft and 
humor . . . Readers who 
consider the story’s underlying 
messages about necessities, 
companionship, and fulfillment 
will come away enriched.”  
Booklist, starred review

H “Reminiscent of the 
succinct storytelling and 
expressive brushwork of Chris 
Raschka and Kevin Henkes, 
this quiet, historical gem will 
charm children and adults 
alike.”  Kirkus, starred review

H “If ever there was a book 
that could calm a child and 
draw her into meditative 
contemplation (perhaps right 
before bed?), The White Cat 
and the Monk is it.”  Quill and 
Quire, starred review
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Congratulations to Sydney Smith
on his nomination for the 2022 

Hans Christian Andersen Award! 

Sidewalk Flowers by JonArno Lawson and Sydney Smith (2015) – Rights sold: Film option, UK Commonwealth, 
Catalan, Chinese Simplified & Complex, Czech, Dutch, French, German, Greek, Italian, Japanese, Korean, 

Persian, Portuguese, Spanish, Turkish, Vietnamese 

The White Cat and the Monk by Jo Ellen Bogart and Sydney Smith (2016) – Rights sold: UK Commonwealth, 
Chinese Simplified & Complex, French, Greek, Korean, Slovenian, Vietnamese  

Town Is by the Sea by Joanne Schwartz and Sydney Smith (2017) – Rights sold: UK Commonwealth, Chinese 
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