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WE’LL WEATHER THE WEATHER: 
Considering Climate Issues and  

Respect for the Environment 
Presented by LARRY SWARTZ

Whether the weather be fine, 
Or whether the weather be not,
Whether the weather be cold,

Or whether the weather be hot,
We’ll weather the weather,

Whatever the weather,
Whether we like it or not.

~ Anonymous ~

We live in a world of autodidacts, where many young people can find out about any topic in books or 
through online research. Still, the picture book can be a significant tool for encouraging readers to 
uncover what they know and what they have experienced prior to reading, at the same time helping 
them to think about the world and learn more about urban and rural communities, about weather 
conditions and about rivers, lakes, oceans and puddles. Reading and responding to these books 
invites readers to think about what a wonderful world it is and what they can do to take care of it. It’s 
not about “weathering the weather, whether they like it or not.” It’s about respecting the planet and 
finding ways to take action to protect it. 
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“This would be the greatest gift for each small earthling —  
that humans will take care of our planet as if it were their very own child.” 

 — from I Have the Right to Save My Planet by Alain Serres  
and illustrated by Aurélia Fronty

Exploring Picture Books About Climate and 
the Environment 

Word Power
The following strategies invite students to explore the vocabulary and language in the picture books 
listed below.

1. Reading a Glossary
After examining the glossaries that appear at the end of some picture books students can: 

i. Record at least three items from the glossary that interest them. They might a) write a sentence 
that includes these words or b) compare these glossary definitions to dictionary definitions, OR

ii. Choose one of the vocabulary items and create an illustration for it. A new illustrated glossary 
can be created as a collaborative class project.  

➼ SUGGESTED READING City of Water; The Tragic Tale of the Great Auk; Tug; What Milly Did

2. Creating a Glossary
Students can work alone or with a partner to identify scientific terminology or unfamiliar vocabulary 
that they encountered in a picture book. Then, they will create a short glossary (at least five words) 
that includes definitions of these words. 

➼ SUGGESTED READING I Have the Right to Save My Planet; West Coast Wild at Low Tide

3. Illustrating Snippets
This activity invites students to have a close-up look at the language of a few sentences that painted 
a strong picture in their heads. Using a medium of choice, students will create an illustration based 
on the text. 

Example (from Talking with Mother Earth / Hablando con Madre Tierra):
“In a circle / we sit down to sing. / In front of us dances / the spirit of the fire.” 

➼ SUGGESTED READING Song for the Snow; Talking with Mother Earth / Hablando con Madre Tierra; 
Tokyo Digs a Garden

D

https://houseofanansi.com/
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https://houseofanansi.com/products/tokyo-digs-a-garden?_pos=1&_sid=484b864af&_ss=r
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4. Descriptive Writing
Have students choose a single illustration from a picture book. Have students write a sentence (or 
paragraph) to describe what is happening in that illustration. Encourage students to choose adjec-
tives, nouns, verbs and figurative language to clearly describe what is depicted in the image. 

➼ SUGGESTED READING The Biggest Puddle in the World; Martin and the River; Tokyo Digs a Garden.

5. Word Scavenger Hunt
This activity challenges students to find words from a picture book that focus on a spelling pattern 
(e.g. three syllable words, verbs, plurals, words with double consonants, word endings). Students 
can work alone or with a partner to create their word lists.

➼ SUGGESTED READING The Biggest Puddle in the World; City of Water; Forest; West Coast Wild at 
Low Tide; I Have the Right to Save My Planet

6. Creating a Free-verse Poem
By transforming a prose statement (or two consecutive statements) into free-verse poetry, students 
are given the opportunity to inspect an author’s word choices and then experiment with line lengths, 
spaces and fonts to create a poem.

Example (from Song for the Snow):
“Freya’s memories of the snow were beginning to fade.”

      Freya’s
memories 
   of the snow
were beginning to
F
       A
             D
                  E

➼ SUGGESTED READING Martin and the River; Song for the Snow 

7. Creating Word Puzzles
Students can choose 10–12 vocabulary words from a selection to create a word search, crossword 
or fill-in-the-blank puzzle for others to solve. 

➼ SUGGESTED READING The Biggest Puddle in the World; City of Water; I Have the Right to Save My 
Planet; Tug

https://houseofanansi.com/
https://houseofanansi.com/products/the-biggest-puddle-in-the-world?_pos=1&_sid=6492b28e0&_ss=r
https://houseofanansi.com/products/martin-and-the-river?_pos=1&_sid=ae0735c3c&_ss=r
https://houseofanansi.com/products/tokyo-digs-a-garden?_pos=1&_sid=484b864af&_ss=r
https://houseofanansi.com/products/the-biggest-puddle-in-the-world?_pos=1&_sid=6492b28e0&_ss=r
http://City of https://houseofanansi.com/products/city-of-water?_pos=1&_sid=1669f1f39&_ss=r
https://houseofanansi.com/products/a-forest-in-the-city?_pos=1&_sid=a175094f5&_ss=r
https://houseofanansi.com/products/west-coast-wild-at-low-tide?_pos=1&_sid=31bcfd9d4&_ss=r
https://houseofanansi.com/products/west-coast-wild-at-low-tide?_pos=1&_sid=31bcfd9d4&_ss=r
https://houseofanansi.com/products/i-have-the-right-to-save-my-planet?_pos=1&_sid=f4c8e3445&_ss=r
https://houseofanansi.com/products/martin-and-the-river?_pos=1&_sid=ae0735c3c&_ss=r
https://houseofanansi.com/products/song-for-the-snow?_pos=1&_sid=fd14cf22f&_ss=r
https://houseofanansi.com/products/the-biggest-puddle-in-the-world?_pos=1&_sid=6492b28e0&_ss=r
https://houseofanansi.com/products/city-of-water?_pos=1&_sid=1669f1f39&_ss=r
https://houseofanansi.com/products/i-have-the-right-to-save-my-planet?_pos=1&_sid=f4c8e3445&_ss=r
https://houseofanansi.com/products/i-have-the-right-to-save-my-planet?_pos=1&_sid=f4c8e3445&_ss=r
https://houseofanansi.com/products/tug?_pos=1&_sid=06693d68c&_ss=r
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Book List 
Fiction and Nonfiction Picture Books about Climate and 
the Environment
Key concepts and themes related to Science and Nature have been identified 
for each title, accompanied by the opening words of the picture book. 

The Biggest Puddle in the World  
Written by Mark Lee and illustrated by Nathalie Dion

Key themes: family; the water cycle

“Charlie and I were staying with Granny B. and my grandfather Big T. 
for six whole days. … Then it started to rain.” 

City of Water
Written by Andrea Curtis and illustrated by Katy DockrilI 
(Series: ThinkCity / Also A Forest in the City; City Streets are for 
People)

Key themes: precipitation; water systems past and present; 
effects of climate change 

“Rushing in underground pipes, meandering through city streets, 
spraying from grand fountains and twisty little garden hoses — 
water brings life to our cities. All living things need it to thrive.” 

Forest 
Written by Kate Moss Gamblin and illustrated by Karen Patkau 
(Series: See to Learn / Also Lake)

Key themes: discovery; season; interconnectedness to the Earth

“What do you see when you see a forest floor?”

D

https://houseofanansi.com/
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I Have the Right to Save My Planet 
Written by Alain Serres and illustrated by Aurélia Fronty
(Series: I Have the Right / Also I Have the Right to Be a Child;  
I Have the Right to Culture)

Key themes: the impact of climate change; human rights; 
activism

“Everything here is free! The sun and its rays of light are free. The 
chirping of the birds, the shade beneath the trees, the golden 
dandelions — all free. … When it comes to nature, I have the right to 
everything.”

Song for the Snow 
Written by Jon-Erik Lappano and  
illustrated by Byron Eggenschwiler

Key themes: traditions; music; precipitation;  
impact of climate change

“In early winter, Freya dreamed of the snow.”

Talking with Mother Earth /  
Hablan con Madre Tierra 
Written by Jorge Argueta and illustrated by Lucia Angela Perez

Key themes: ancestry; dual language text; racism; identity; 
connection to Mother Earth

“In Nahuatl
I call
Mother Earth
Ne Nunan Tal.
My mother Earth
Oh, what a round mother
What a big and precious
mother I have.”

https://houseofanansi.com/
https://houseofanansi.com/products/song-for-the-snow?_pos=1&_sid=2755c0827&_ss=r
https://houseofanansi.com/products/i-have-the-right-to-save-my-planet?_pos=1&_sid=f4c8e3445&_ss=r
https://houseofanansi.com/products/talking-with-mother-earth-hablando-con-madre-tierra?_pos=1&_sid=75ea629d1&_ss=r
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Tokyo Digs a Garden
Written by Jon-Erik Lappano and illustrated by Kellen Hatanaka

Key themes: planting; nature in the city

“Tokyo lived with his mother, his father, his grandfather and a cat 
named Kevin in a small house that stood among tall buildings. 
Tokyo’s grandfather had lived in the small house since he was a boy. 
He loved to tell stories of how things used to be.” 

The Tragic Tale of the Great Auk 
Written and illustrated by Jan Thornhill

Key themes: extinction; humans as predators

“Behold the Great Auk! The Gejrfugl! The northern penguin! Less 
than four centuries ago, hundreds of thousands of these magnif-
icent birds lived in the frigid seas between Europe and North 
America. Now there are none.”

Tug: A Log Boom’s Journey 
Written and illustrated by Scot Ritchie

Key themes: family; transportation; occupations; forestry

“I’m helping Dad on the tugboat. We’re going to tow a log boom to 
the sawmill on the river.”

https://houseofanansi.com/
https://houseofanansi.com/products/tokyo-digs-a-garden?_pos=1&_sid=6dd1ce372&_ss=r
https://houseofanansi.com/products/the-tragic-tale-of-the-great-auk?_pos=1&_sid=f1771a76d&_ss=r
https://houseofanansi.com/products/tug?_pos=1&_sid=f85ea4145&_ss=r
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West Coast Wild at Low Tide
Written by Deborah Hodge and illustrated by Karen Reczuch 
(Series: West Coast Wild / Also West Coast Wild; West Coast Wild 
Babies)

Key themes: the west coast intertidal zone; Pacific shoreline 
creatures

“At the edge of the majestic ocean, on the Pacific west coast, 
endless tides shift back and forth, twice every day. The ocean is 
always moving, drawn by the forces of the moon and sun.” 

What Milly Did:
The Remarkable Pioneer of Plastics Recycling
Written Elise Moser and Illustrated by Scot Ritchie

Key themes: plastic recycling; community; activism

“You’ve probably never heard of her. She wasn’t a superstar or a 
princess. She didn’t invent lifesaving medicines, or the internet, or 
candy that fizzes inside your mouth. But she did create something 
you probably see every day. And because of her, there’s a lot less 
plastic garbage in the world.”

https://houseofanansi.com/
https://houseofanansi.com/products/west-coast-wild-at-low-tide?_pos=1&_sid=31bcfd9d4&_ss=r
https://houseofanansi.com/products/what-milly-did?_pos=1&_sid=60740d97b&_ss=r
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MARTIN AND  
THE RIVER  

Written by Jon-Erik Lappano and  
illustrated by Josée Bisaillon

Martin is so enamoured and caring about the river that flows past his house. One day, Martin’s  
parents tell their son that they will be moving from the country to the city. It is time for Martin to say 
goodbye to his herons and crayfish and otters and other river friends. It is time to learn about nature 

within a city environment. It is time to learn about, and accept, change. 

Key themes:  river communities; connecting nature to the city    
                       

“Martin loved to play by the river that ran through the fields behind his house.” 

HFEATURED 
BOOK

https://houseofanansi.com/
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Discussion Questions

Before Reading the Selection

• Have students share stories about a favourite outdoor place they have visited or enjoy spending 
time in. What is special about this place?

• Have you ever spent time at a river? What do we know about rivers (e.g. animal life, appearance, 
names of rivers)? 

• If your family told you that you would be moving away from your home, what might you miss 
about the environment you live in? What is a favourite thing you like to do in your backyard, or in 
your community? 

• Describe the world of nature you might see if you looked out of one of the windows in your home. 

Discussing Martin and the River

• What are some things that Martin enjoyed about the river that ran through the fields behind his 
house?

• What are some experiences in the city that Martin’s parents introduced him to?  
Do any of these experiences remind you of things you’ve seen or done?

• How do we know that Martin uses his imagination?
• How is a jar important to this story?
• What are some words you would use to describe Martin?
• Do you think this a sad story, or a happy story, or both?
• What is your favourite illustration in this book? What makes it appealing?
• What do you think Martin’s life will be like when his family moves to the city?
• How is Martin and the River a good story about respect for the natural environment?
• How is Martin and the River a story about change?

D
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Responding to Martin and the River

1. Moving On: Making Connections through Personal Narrative
Many students have had the experience of moving homes. There are many reasons why families 
need to move.

a. Brainstorm different reasons why a family might need to move from one place to another. This 
can be done as a collaborative activity in small groups. As a whole class discussion, students can 
offer reasons which can be recorded on a chart.

b. Students can share stories of times they have moved from one place to another. What were the 
circumstances? How did they feel about the move? What were some of the pros and cons of 
moving? Martin is sad about leaving the river behind. What is something that students would 
miss about their homes? As a follow-up, students can write personal narrative stories about 
moving. 

2. Simile Search
Throughout the book, Jon-Erik Lappano uses similes to enrich his writing. Explain to the students 
that a simile is something an author uses to compare one thing to another. A simile includes the 
word ‘as’ or ‘like’. Draw attention to the use of similes that are woven throughout the narrative. 
Discuss how these similes help to paint a clear picture in the reader’s mind. 

“Martin wished he were as big as a giant.”

“He felt like a fish swimming against the current.”

“On the street, the traffic roared like rapids.”

“Tiny grains of sand sparkled in the water, like the eyes of an old friend.”

https://houseofanansi.com/
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3. Drama: Let’s Create a Community
The end pages of the book include a map of the setting. Have the students pretend that they live in 
this community. Invite a volunteer to place their finger on a spot where they imagine that they might 
live. To help build the student’s story, ask: What do you like about living here? How long have you lived 
here? Do you think you might want to move one day? What things do you see from your window? The 
activity continues with different volunteers putting themselves into the scene. Students can invent 
a community by talking about the environment, the relationships amongst neighbours and the pros 
and cons of living in this community. 

Note: remind students that drama allows us to pretend to be a different person in a different place 
and in a different time. Encourage students to invent stories using the visual image as motivation. 

4. For Art’s Sake: A Close-up Look at Illustrations
Throughout the book, a number of illustrations cover full pages without any text. Draw attention to 
these full-page illustrations and introduce the following activities:  

i. Students can respond to an illustration by completing the following sentence stems:

I see …
I like …

I wonder …

ii. Students can become picture book illustrators and create an illustration they think could be 
included in the book to accompany Jon-Erik Lappano’s words.

iii. Describe an illustration — have the students write descriptively using a single illustration as a 
source.

https://houseofanansi.com/
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5. Literature Connection: The City Mouse and the Country Mouse
The book The City Mouse and the Country Mouse is a suggested reading to help students make a 
text-to-text connection. After listening to the story being read aloud, students can meet in groups 
of three or four and create a T-chart to brainstorm one of the following: 

a. List the pros and cons of living in the city (urban).
b. List the pros and cons of living in the country (rural).

Extension: Persuasive Writing Letter

Students can choose whether they would prefer to be a country mouse or a city mouse.  Have 
students write a persuasive letter from the point of view of someone who lives in the city or some-
one who lives in the country, to convince others that their environment is preferable. Encourage 
students to provide specific reasons and examples in their letters to share their opinions. Students 
can use information from the words and pictures in Martin and the River to include in their persua-
sive letters.  

https://houseofanansi.com/
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AUTHOR INTERVIEW WITH  

JON-ERIK LAPPANO

Five Things to Know About Jon-Erik Lappano
His book Tokyo Digs a Garden was the winner of the 2016 Governor General’s Literary Award.

He lives in Stratford, Ontario where he enjoys walking alongside the Avon River.
A favourite book from his childhood was Henry’s Awful Mistake by Robert Quackenbush.

His best writing is done late into the night while his three daughters are asleep. 
His favourite snack is potato chips.

Picture Book Titles
Maggie’s Treasure; illus. Kellen Hatanaka

Song for the Snow; illus. Bryon Eggenschwiler
Tokyo Digs a Garden; illus. by Kellen Hatanka

One of the central themes of Martin and the River is finding ways to accept 
changes that come our way. In fact, change seems to be central to your work. 
What do you hope readers will take from Martin and the River?
The beauty of stories is that they can impact people in varied ways and in ways we cannot predict. 
My main hope is that the story moves readers in whatever way matters to them. That said, the idea I 
was playing with in Martin and the River is that the environments that surround us, shape us. When 
we leave those environments, or those environments change, that impacts us, and it’s something we 
ultimately need to come to terms with. I hope the stories I tell might help young readers navigate the 
big changes in our midst, and the big emotions that might be associated with them.

https://houseofanansi.com/
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What were the seeds that inspired you to write Martin and the River?
Our family was thinking about a move to a new city at the time, and as I was watching our children 
come to terms with the idea, I noticed they were having as hard a time understanding that they’d 
be leaving specific places behind, as they were leaving their friends. Friends, we could keep in touch 
with. We could visit them. But places felt like more permanent goodbyes. The local park, the spruce 
tree in our backyard and the swing that hung from it, the wild raspberry patch beside our property, 
the parking lot where they learned to ride their bikes. This got me thinking about my own child-
hood, and the North Thames River where I spent so many of my days as a child. I can still remember 
everything about that place and how at ease I felt there. The story ultimately came from that, from 
revisiting places that mattered to me, and what it means to get to know a new place to call home.

How do you think Martin and the River supports this newsletter theme of 
respect for the environment?
The deepest way we can respect the environment, I think, is to be in a reciprocal relationship with it. 
As children, this comes naturally — we love the places around us, because we see intuitively, I think, 
that we are connected. Getting to know our environments, closely, through play and spending qual-
ity time, is at the root of our respect for these spaces. We care for the things we love, ultimately, and 
this book is rooted in that idea. The river is a main character in this book. The environment of the city, 
too, is alive and dynamic. We can cultivate relationships with nature wherever we live, and through 
this, can build a lifelong respect for it. 

What is the view outside your window when you’re not writing deep into the 
night?
I love staring out windows. We live in an old farmhouse in Stratford, Ontario, where we are lucky 
to have three century-old spruce trees in our front yard that keep watch over us. We’ve got bird-
feeders out front, where the starlings, blue jays, junkos and nuthatches congregate. Squirrels work 
busily collecting what falls underneath the feeders. In the back, we’ve got our vegetable garden and 
our newly planted trees and perennials from when we moved in a few years ago. I love watching it 
grow and become wilder. On a good day, you’ll be able to find three sisters playing elaborate games 
of imagination in the back yard. On other days, you’ll hear passionate disagreements between three 
sisters emanating from the back yard. 

You’ve worked with a number of fine illustrators. What was your relationship 
with Josée Bisaillon as you developed Martin and the River?
When I heard Josée would be illustrating this book, I was overjoyed, as I am such a fan of her work. 
Because of the pandemic, and geographical distance between us, Josée and I still haven’t met in 
person, but it was a joy to collaborate with her, though I really didn’t have any notes for her work … 
every piece of work I saw was a perfect fit for the story. The way she brought the scenes and char-
acters to life was magical.

https://houseofanansi.com/
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What book(s) might we currently find on your bedside table?
I’m currently reading Braiding Sweetgrass by Robin Wall Kimmerer, which is wonderful. I also just 
picked up Homesickness — a collection of short stories by Colin Barrett, which has immediately 
hooked me. And, of course, there are the books we read to our daughters before bed — currently 
we’re in the middle of The Wild Robot by Peter Brown. Such a joy to read.

How might you add to this sentence stem: “Good children’s books … ”
Good children’s books stay with you. 

How is that chapter book coming along?
Ha! Not too badly, actually. I recently received a Canada Council grant and some Ontario Arts grants 
to finish the first draft … and I dare say it’s going better than I expected. The characters keep me 
working late into the night, so that’s a good sign. 

Potato chips seem to keep you company and provide inspiration as you write. 
Favourite flavour?
This is a great question. I could write a whole chapter on chip flavours, but I’ll save that for my autumn 
years memoir. Lately, I’m partial to Miss Vickie’s but I like to change up the flavours to keep things 
interesting. Currently it’s anything with a bit of a kick. Gets the brain moving. And, I find it helps to 
accompany them with a Canada Dry on the rocks. 

https://houseofanansi.com/
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For Your Consideration
Here are some questions you might ask yourself when choosing and using fiction and nonfiction 
picture books on the theme of climate change and respect for the environment:

• How does the picture book activate students’ prior knowledge and experiences?

• When reading about environments that may or not be familiar to them, what connections might 
be made to the students’ own lives?

• What information about nature can be gained from a close-up look at the illustrations?

• What factual information do we learn about nature from a narrative work of fiction?

• How do text features such as an author’s note, a glossary and a list of recommended further 
reading provide new information for readers to think about?

• How successfully does the book motivate readers to ask questions that lead to inquiry and 
research about the environment and/or climate change?

• Does the book motivate readers to read other fiction and nonfiction books, watch videos, and 
seek information the internet about a topic of interest?

D
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ABOUT THIS SERIES

The Groundwood Newsletters are designed to provide educators, librarians and parents with infor-
mation about fiction and nonfiction Groundwood publications. Each newsletter is centered on a 
single topic, theme or genre with a list of recommended titles that connect the books and how they 
can be used to promote a response and lead young readers to inquire and to read, read, read. 

Each newsletter includes
• The theme overview

• A list of recommended titles with brief annotations

• Links to the Groundwood website for more information about the book and/or teacher 
guides

• Suggested strategies for exploring the theme through reading, writing, arts and media 
responses

• A spotlight on a Groundwood author or illustrator, featuring a recent publication by that 
author, an author interview, a featured new publication by the author and tips for exploring 
that book

• For Your Consideration tips to consider for exploring the genre/theme

Newsletter Themes
#1: Finding Friendships, Building Belonging and Creating Community through Picture Books

#2: Learning from Animals and Nature

#3: Deepening Understanding of Social Justice, Diversity and Equity 

#4: The Novel Experience: Exploring Identity and Relationships

#5: We’ll Weather the Weather: Considering Climate Issues and the Environment

#6: Nature and Animals in Anishinaabe Culture

https://houseofanansi.com/
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