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3 to 6 years3 to 6 years
Preschool to First Grade

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Emotions &JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Emotions &
FeelingsFeelings

JUV039050

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Self-Esteem &JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Self-Esteem &
Self-RelianceSelf-Reliance

JUV039140

JUVENILE FICTION / Health & Daily Living / MentalJUVENILE FICTION / Health & Daily Living / Mental
HealthHealth

JUV015030

Pub Date:Pub Date:

Extent:Extent:

Trim:Trim:

hardcover jacket / $19.99 CAD / $19.99 USDhardcover jacket / $19.99 CAD / $19.99 USD
9781773063416

9781773063423 / epub
9781773063430 / mobi

Visit groundwoodbooks.com for more
information such as Reading Levels, Common
Core Standards & Educator Resources.

PEACEFUL MEPEACEFUL ME
written by Sandra V. Feder
illustrated by Rahele Jomepour Bell

A young child tells us about the different times when heA young child tells us about the different times when he
feels peaceful, as well as how he copes when he needs tofeels peaceful, as well as how he copes when he needs to
find a peaceful state again.find a peaceful state again.

Acclaimed picture-book creators Sandra V. Feder and Rahele
Jomepour Bell have teamed up once again to create a thoughtful
and beautifully illustrated exploration of peacefulness.

“I like feeling peaceful,” the young narrator tells us, then describes
the times when he is filled with this emotion. When he is playing with
a friend, he feels “free peaceful”; when he is having family dinner,
“yummy peaceful”; when he is outside gazing up at the sky, “fluffy
clouds peaceful". But, of course, he doesn’t always feel peaceful, and
we hear about his strategies for coping during those times, such as
taking deep breaths, imagining his favorite things, and finding a
quiet refuge or a hug.

Peaceful Me is the perfect companion to Angry Me — together, they
encourage readers to let anger come and go, while inviting peace to
come and stay.

Peaceful Me is a companion book to Angry Me, which Kirkus
described as “a valuable tool for teaching children the
important skill of recognizing and naming feelings.”

The book encourages children to be aware of and appreciate
their peaceful feelings in different situations, while also
suggesting how to find a more peaceful state when needed.

Rahele Jomepour Bell illustrated Our Favorite Day of the Year
by A.E. Ali, which received five starred reviews and was a Kirkus
Best Picture Book of the Year (2020).

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES

 

2 May 2023

32 pages

8.00 in x 11.25 in
 SANDRA V. FEDERSANDRA V. FEDER is the author of three

acclaimed picture books: Angry Me, illustrated by
Rahele Jomepour Bell; Bitter and Sweet, illustrated
by Kyrsten Brooker, a PJ Library selection; and The
Moon Inside, illustrated by Aimée Sicuro, which has
been translated into multiple languages. She has
also written the Daisy series of early chapter books,
illustrated by Susan Mitchell. Sandra lives in
California.

 RAHELE JOMEPOUR BELLRAHELE JOMEPOUR BELL’s charming
illustrations have appeared in Angry Me by Sandra
V. Feder, The Treasure Box by Dave J. Keane and
Our Favorite Day of the Year by A. E. Ali (Kirkus Best
Picture Books of the Year), among others. She has
also published seven picture books in Iran and has
received a number of awards and honors for her
work.
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3 to 6 years3 to 6 years
Preschool to First Grade

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Emigration &JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Emigration &
ImmigrationImmigration

JUV039250

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Death, Grief,JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Death, Grief,
BereavementBereavement

JUV039030

JUVENILE FICTION / Holidays & Celebrations / Other,JUVENILE FICTION / Holidays & Celebrations / Other,
Non-ReligiousNon-Religious

JUV017080

Pub Date:Pub Date:

Extent:Extent:

Trim:Trim:

hardcover jacket / $18.99 CAD / $18.99 USDhardcover jacket / $18.99 CAD / $18.99 USD
9781773068503

9781773068510 / epub
9781773068527 / mobi

Visit groundwoodbooks.com for more
information such as Reading Levels, Common
Core Standards & Educator Resources.

MALAIKA, CARNIVAL QUEENMALAIKA, CARNIVAL QUEEN
written by Nadia L. Hohn
illustrated by Irene Luxbacher

Malaika learns about her father, who came to Canada as aMalaika learns about her father, who came to Canada as a
migrant farm worker when she was a just a baby and whomigrant farm worker when she was a just a baby and who
shared her love of carnival.shared her love of carnival.

Malaika dreams about a man with a basket of fruit and guesses that
the dream is about her father. Mummy explains that her daddy
passed away long ago, and Grandma decides it’s time Malaika knew
more about her father’s life.

The family drives to a far-off farm where they receive a warm welcome
and visit the orchard where Malaika’s father picked fruit. The farm
workers tell Malaika that her daddy had always dreamed of
celebrating carnival there, just like back home. Will Malaika agree to
be their Carnival Queen for the harvest festival?

Nadia L. Hohn and Irene Luxbacher have created another compelling
story about Malaika, who finds a way to cope with her sadness about
her father through their shared love of carnival. Includes an author's
note.

This is the fourth book in a popular series — Malaika’s Costume
was chosen for the 2021 TD Grade One Book Giveaway, and
Malaika’s Surprise was nominated for the Forest of Reading’s
Blue Spruce Award.

The story shows a young child coming to terms with the
knowledge that a parent has passed away.

The experience of migrant farm workers is woven into the story
as Malaika learns more about her father’s life and is addressed
in an author's note.

The book features the sharing and celebration of Caribbean
carnival culture.

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES

 

2 May 2023

32 pages

10.00 in x 9.00 in

NADIA L. HOHNNADIA L. HOHN is an award-winning writer and
educator. Her picture books include, Malaika’s
Costume, Malaika’s Winter Carnival and Malaika’s
Surprise; A Likkle Miss Lou: How Jamaican Poet
Louise Bennett Coverley Found Her Voice,
illustrated by Eugenie Fernandes; Harriet Tubman:
Freedom Fighter, illustrated by Gustavo Mazali; and
two titles in the Sankofa series — Music and Media.
Nadia’s writing is inspired by her childhood
memories, Jamaican heritage, Black culture, world
travels, and social issues. She lives in Toronto,
Ontario.

IRENE LUXBACHERIRENE LUXBACHER is an artist and author living
in Toronto, Ontario, who has received many awards
for her children’s books. She has written and
illustrated Deep Underwater, which received a
Kirkus starred review, and Mr. Frank, which was
selected for the USBBY Outstanding International
Books List. Her illustrations for the Malaika series,
written by Nadia L. Hohn, have been highly
acclaimed, and her illustrations for The Imaginary
Garden by Andrew Larsen were shortlisted for the
Governor General’s Literary Award.
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3 to 6 years3 to 6 years
Preschool to First Grade

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / FriendshipJUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Friendship

JUV039060

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Emotions &JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Emotions &
FeelingsFeelings

JUV039050

JUVENILE FICTION / Imagination & PlayJUVENILE FICTION / Imagination & Play

JUV051000

Pub Date:Pub Date:

Extent:Extent:

Trim:Trim:

hardcover jacket / $19.99 CAD / $19.99 USDhardcover jacket / $19.99 CAD / $19.99 USD
9781773066813

9781773066820 / epub
9781773066837 / mobi

Visit groundwoodbooks.com for more
information such as Reading Levels, Common
Core Standards & Educator Resources.

THE LITTLE GREEN ENVELOPETHE LITTLE GREEN ENVELOPE
written by Gillian Sze
illustrated by Claudine Crangle

A little green envelope longs to go on a journey. Will it beA little green envelope longs to go on a journey. Will it be
chosen to deliver Olive’s letter to her far-away friend?chosen to deliver Olive’s letter to her far-away friend?

Olive’s friend has moved away, and Olive wishes she could visit her. A
little green envelope, lost in the bottom of the desk drawer, knows
how Olive feels. It, too, wants so much to travel, and imagines
zipping up and down conveyer belts and bouncing along in a mail
bag, on its way to deliver an important letter. An old postcard
reassures that for every occasion, there is an envelope … but it seems
like it will never be the little green envelope’s turn.

When Olive’s grandpa suggests writing her friend a letter, the little
green envelope hopes and hopes that it will be chosen to carry the
letter to its destination — but will it be a perfect fit?

A diagram on the endpapers shows how readers can create their own
little green envelopes!

Full-color illustrations feature paper crafted artwork.

Claudine’s cut paper and printmaking collages are visually
intriguing. The endpapers show a diagram of how to fold an
envelope from a piece of paper, allowing readers to participate
in the art-making! 

This story about long-distance friendship will feel relatable to
children who have had to isolate during the pandemic.

The little green envelope’s round eyes and silly smile will make
it a favorite new Groundwood character, just like The Bad Chair.
And, its grin makes the cover irresistible!

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES

 

1 August 2023

32 pages

11.00 in x 8.25 in

GILLIAN SZEGILLIAN SZE is the author of poetry collections,
creative nonfiction and picture books. Her recent
books include You Are My Favorite Color (illustrated
by Niña Mata), The Night Is Deep and Wide
(illustrated by Sue Todd) and My Love for You Is
Always (illustrated by Michelle Lee). Her work has
attained starred reviews from Quill & Quire,
Publishers Weekly and Kirkus Reviews. Originally
from Winnipeg, she now resides in Montreal,
Quebec, where she teaches creative writing and
literature.

CLAUDINE CRANGLECLAUDINE CRANGLE is a multidisciplinary artist
whose previous picture books include The House
Next Door, Priscilla Pack Rat and Woolfred Cannot
Eat Dandelions. As a kid who loved to make things
out of cereal boxes, she hopes that her books will
inspire creativity and construction. She plays with
various printmaking techniques combined with
collage and paper sculpture using materials
scavenged from recycling bins where she lives, in
Toronto, Ontario.
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3 to 6 years3 to 6 years
Preschool to First Grade

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / New ExperienceJUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / New Experience

JUV039090

JUVENILE FICTION / Imagination & PlayJUVENILE FICTION / Imagination & Play

JUV051000

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Emotions &JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Emotions &
FeelingsFeelings

JUV039050

Pub Date:Pub Date:

Extent:Extent:

Trim:Trim:

hardcover jacket / $19.99 CAD / $19.99 USDhardcover jacket / $19.99 CAD / $19.99 USD
9781773068435

9781773068442 / epub
9781773068459 / mobi

Visit groundwoodbooks.com for more
information such as Reading Levels, Common
Core Standards & Educator Resources.

HOPSCOTCHHOPSCOTCH
written and illustrated by Marie-Louise Gay

When her family must move once more, Ophelia uses herWhen her family must move once more, Ophelia uses her
imagination to make magic out of a scary situation.imagination to make magic out of a scary situation.

Giant rabbits with sharp teeth circle the old motel where they are
staying. Ophelia can also hear crow-witches cackling from the trees.
And when it’s time to go to her new school, she encounters an ogre
who blocks the road with his giant ogre laughs. 

But most frightening of all is when Ophelia is left in her new class and
realizes that everyone speaks French. Except her. 

The kids stare, and Ophelia feels like a fish in a fishbowl. But
equipped with the magic of a sheet of white paper and a rainbow of
pencils, she will find a way to cast her own spells over the class. 

Inspired by events from her own childhood, beloved children’s
author-illustrator Marie-Louise Gay weaves a wonderful tale of
imagination, creativity and resilience as the keys to children’s power
in an uncertain world.

A new book from world-renowned author and illustrator Marie-
Louise Gay is always eagerly anticipated by fans, teachers,
librarians and booksellers.

Hopscotch is inspired by Marie-Louise Gay’s own childhood
experience of being plunked into an English school while only
speaking French.

Marie-Louise Gay's books have sold over 500K copies in North
America, totalling over 4 million dollars in sales. 

The Stella and Sam books have been published in more than
twelve languages.

Marie-Louise Gay has been writing children's books since 1985;
she is a pillar of many Canadian childhood memories.

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES

 

1 August 2023

40 pages

7.88 in x 10.50 in

MARIE-LOUISE GAYMARIE-LOUISE GAY is an internationally acclaimed
children's book creator. She has won two Governor
General’s Literary Awards, the Vicky Metcalf Award
for Children’s Literature and the Marilyn Baillie
Picture Book Award. She has also been nominated
for the prestigious Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award
and the Hans Christian Andersen Award. Her popular
Stella and Sam series has been translated into more
than fifteen languages and is loved by children all
over the world. She lives in Montreal, Quebec.
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3 to 6 years3 to 6 years
Preschool to First Grade

JUVENILE FICTION / Family / MultigenerationalJUVENILE FICTION / Family / Multigenerational

JUV013030

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Death, Grief,JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Death, Grief,
BereavementBereavement

JUV039030

JUVENILE FICTION / Animals / Marine LifeJUVENILE FICTION / Animals / Marine Life

JUV002170

Pub Date:Pub Date:

Extent:Extent:

Trim:Trim:

hardcover jacket / $19.99 CAD / $19.99 USDhardcover jacket / $19.99 CAD / $19.99 USD
9781773066646

9781773066653 / epub
9781773066660 / mobi

Visit groundwoodbooks.com for more
information such as Reading Levels, Common
Core Standards & Educator Resources.

MAYBE A WHALEMAYBE A WHALE
written by Kirsten Pendreigh
illustrated by Crystal Smith

After Grandpa dies, a girl and her mother take the trip heAfter Grandpa dies, a girl and her mother take the trip he
had planned for her, kayaking along the Pacific west coast tohad planned for her, kayaking along the Pacific west coast to
look for the whales that he loved.look for the whales that he loved.

The trip will do them good, Mom says, but the girl isn’t sure. How can
that be true when Grandpa isn’t there? And how will they find a whale
in all that water, anyway?

There is so much to see as they paddle through white-tipped waves
and calm coves: glowing moon jellies, fluttering anemones and
slippery seals. All the while, the girl watches for whales. Could one be
swimming beneath their kayak or along the shore of their camp? Are
the whales even there? 

Finally, in the dark of night, they hear them — pushhhhhhhh,
pushhhhhhh — humpbacks breathing in the bay. 

In this lyrical story, luminously illustrated by Crystal Smith, mom and
daughter find the space to grieve Grandpa and reconnect with each
other in the wild beauty of nature. And they come to realize that —
perhaps like whales — those we’ve loved are always with us, even if
we don’t see them anymore.

Debut picture-book illustrator Crystal Smith depicts the almost
otherworldly beauty of the Pacific west coast. 

Author and illustrator are both based in British Columbia. 

The author was inspired to write this story by the mysterious
connection that many people feel with whales, and by her own
experience of hearing humpback whales breathing in the
night. 

A beautiful, sensitive story of grief following a grandparent’s
death.

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES

 

1 August 2023

36 pages

8.62 in x 11.25 in

KIRSTEN PENDREIGHKIRSTEN PENDREIGH is a children’s author and
poet from Vancouver, BC. Her books celebrate our
early instincts to care for the plants and creatures
that share our planet. She is the author of Luna’s
Green Pet, illustrated by Carmen Mok. Kirsten’s
poems can be found in Canadian literary magazines
and in Best Canadian Poetry 2021. Formerly a CBC
and NPR journalist, Kirsten also writes non-fiction
for children.

CRYSTAL SMITHCRYSTAL SMITH is the daughter of a lighthouse
keeper who discovered her passion for wildlife when
she was small. She illustrates the natural world to
spark curiosity and wonder, kindle concern, and
illuminate issues. Crystal currently lives in Victoria,
BC. She has worked with the David Suzuki
Foundation and Parks Canada, along with other
clients.
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3 to 6 years3 to 6 years
Preschool to First Grade

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Death, Grief,JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Death, Grief,
BereavementBereavement
JUV039030

JUVENILE FICTION / Family / New BabyJUVENILE FICTION / Family / New Baby
JUV013040

JUVENILE FICTION / Family / SiblingsJUVENILE FICTION / Family / Siblings
JUV013070

Pub Date:Pub Date:

Extent:Extent:

Trim:Trim:

hardcover jacket / $19.99 CAD / $19.99 USDhardcover jacket / $19.99 CAD / $19.99 USD
9781773069739

9781773069746 / epub
9781773069753 / mobi

Visit groundwoodbooks.com for more
information such as Reading Levels, Common
Core Standards & Educator Resources.

BECAUSE I ALREADY LOVEDBECAUSE I ALREADY LOVED
YOUYOU
written by Andrée-Anne Cyr
illustrated by Bérengère Delaporte

I never got the chance to know you and play with you, but II never got the chance to know you and play with you, but I
think of you a lot.think of you a lot.

A child eagerly waits for their younger sibling to be born. They help
Daddy decorate the room, pick out toys with Grandma and build a
sled with Grandpa. Auntie and Uncle are excited too, and the narrator
helps them to pick out an exciting book and prepare a magic trick to
show the baby. When Mommy and Daddy come back from the
hospital, there is no baby with them — only a dark cloud of sadness.

The child doesn’t understand where the new baby is, until their
parents explain that the baby died at birth. The narrator’s family
explains that it’s rare, and it’s no one’s fault. Daddy and Mommy are
very sad, but they also say that—little by little—they will find their
smiles again. Although the child never got the chance to get to know
their sibling, they have saved them a special place in their heart.

A quiet, thoughtful look at stillbirth and grief told through the eyes of
a child. Includes a list of support organizations for children and
families.

The story is told through the eyes of a child, allowing the reader
access to the somber and difficult topic of stillbirth. 

The book shows how every member of a family — and even a
community at large — can be affected by the anticipation and
loss of a baby. 

The brightly colored illustrations bring cheer and joy amidst the
sad subject matter.

A buy-in from Les 400 coups (The Big Bad Wolf in My House).
The French edition of this book was a finalist for the Prix Cécile
Gagnon 2021, which is administered by the Association of
Quebec Writers for Youth.

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES

 

1 August 2023

32 pages

7.50 in x 9.00 in

ANDRÉE-ANNE CYRANDRÉE-ANNE CYR was an early childhood
educator and has a background in special
education. She is a mother of three children and
likes to surprise them with stories where they are the
heroes. Now that her stories are published, she is all
the happier that they can be read and appreciated
by other children. She lives in Laval, Quebec.

 BÉRENGÈRE DELAPORTEBÉRENGÈRE DELAPORTE worked as an
illustrator in a communication agency in Savoy,
France, after formally studying art in Strasbourg,
and now works in children’s publishing. She lives in
Besançon, France.
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6 to 9 years6 to 9 years
First Grade to Fourth Grade

JUVENILE FICTION / Animals / BirdsJUVENILE FICTION / Animals / Birds
JUV002040

JUVENILE FICTION / People & Places / Caribbean &JUVENILE FICTION / People & Places / Caribbean &
Latin AmericaLatin America
JUV030040

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Emotions &JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Emotions &
FeelingsFeelings
JUV039050

Pub Date:Pub Date:

Extent:Extent:

Trim:Trim:

hardcover jacket / $14.99 CAD / $14.99 USDhardcover jacket / $14.99 CAD / $14.99 USD
9781773067957

9781773067964 / epub

Visit groundwoodbooks.com for more
information such as Reading Levels, Common
Core Standards & Educator Resources.

TWO GREEN BIRDSTWO GREEN BIRDS
written and illustrated by Geraldo Valério

A child in Brazil experiences the beauty and wonder of theA child in Brazil experiences the beauty and wonder of the
natural world, and comes to understand his role within it. natural world, and comes to understand his role within it. 

Francisco’s grandmother has a surprise for him. In her backyard is a
guava tree, and in the tree hangs a cage containing two magnificent
green birds. They are parakeets, his grandmother says. Francisco has
never seen birds so green, so beautiful. He imagines them sitting on
his hand, or murmuring in his ear as he scratches the backs of their
heads.

Every day Francisco walks to his grandmother’s house to help her
care for the birds. But no matter what food they are offered, the birds
will not eat or drink or speak. Perhaps their cage is too small, thinks
Francisco. But moving the birds into a bigger cage only seems to
frighten them. 

Then, on the sixth day, Francisco arrives at Grandma’s and hears a big
commotion in the backyard. The guava tree is full of parakeets, just
like the ones in the cage. All the parakeets are screaming. Inside the
cage, the two birds hop and flap and seem to be calling to the
parakeets outside. And that’s when Francisco knows what the green
parakeets need to be happy — and what he and his grandmother
have to do.

A short early chapter book for emerging readers, showing a
young child using logic and intuition to solve the story
problem.

The grandmother-grandchild relationship is beautifully drawn,
their closeness shown in shared everyday moments — eating
their favorite snacks, gardening, shopping together. 

The young protagonist is thoughtful and observant, seeing the
world through sensory, child-centered details. 

Geraldo’s gorgeous illustrations fill in the story setting (his
childhood home in Brazil) and the dramatic action — seeding
story questions and clues as the reader, and the protagonist,
figure out how to solve the birds’ dilemma.

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES

 

2 May 2023

96 pages

5.50 in x 7.25 in

GERALDO VALÉRIOGERALDO VALÉRIO was born in Brazil, where he
received a Bachelor of Arts in Drawing, followed by a
Master of Arts at New York University. His books
include My Book of Butterflies (two starred reviews);
At the Pond (Elizabeth Mrazik-Cleaver Canadian
Picture Book Award honour book, two starred
reviews); Blue Rider (two starred reviews) and Turn
On the Night (three starred reviews). His work has
been published in Canada, the US, Brazil, Portugal,
France, the UK and China. Geraldo lives in Toronto.
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8 to 12 years8 to 12 years
Third Grade to Sixth Grade

JUVENILE NONFICTION / Lifestyles / City & Town LifeJUVENILE NONFICTION / Lifestyles / City & Town Life

JNF031000

JUVENILE NONFICTION / Activism & Social JusticeJUVENILE NONFICTION / Activism & Social Justice

JNF071000

JUVENILE NONFICTION / Recycling & Green LivingJUVENILE NONFICTION / Recycling & Green Living

JNF065000

Pub Date:Pub Date:

Extent:Extent:

Trim:Trim:

hardcover jacket / $19.99 CAD / $19.99 USDhardcover jacket / $19.99 CAD / $19.99 USD
9781773068169

9781773068183 / epub
9781773068176 / mobi

Visit groundwoodbooks.com for more
information such as Reading Levels, Common
Core Standards & Educator Resources.

CITY OF NEIGHBORSCITY OF NEIGHBORS
written by Andrea Curtis
illustrated by Katy Dockrill

A splash of paint, a place to sit, a popup park or playgroundA splash of paint, a place to sit, a popup park or playground
bring life and a sense of fun to our cities.bring life and a sense of fun to our cities.

Neighborhoods where people look out for each other, eat together,
make art and build community are healthier, happier, greener and
cleaner. Journey around the world to discover how people have been
dreaming up new ways to ensure their cities and neighbourhoods are
creative, inclusive and environmentally sustainable.

These placemaking ideas can be big — like the skateboard park built
on the grounds of an orphanage in Nairobi, Kenya — or small — like
the painted rock snake that winds along a beach in Toronto, Ontario.
Together, we can create public spaces where everyone belongs.
Includes a list of ideas for children to get involved in their
neighborhoods, along with a glossary and sources for further
reading. 

The ThinkCities series is inspired by the urgency for new approaches
to city life as a result of climate change, population growth and
increased density. It highlights the challenges and risks cities face,
but also offers hope for building resilience, sustainability and quality
of life as young people advocate for themselves and their
communities.

This is the fourth book in the ThinkCities series.

This book is heavily researched and includes a thorough
backmatter section with suggestions for children on
placemaking, a glossary, sources, and further reading.

The text was vetted by urban designer and city building
advocate Ken Greenberg.

Katy Dockrill’s vibrant illustrations bring life and interest to
neighborhoods around the world.

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES

 

2 May 2023

40 pages

8.75 in x 10.62 in

ANDREA CURTISANDREA CURTIS’s children’s non-fiction titles
include A Forest in the City, City of Water, City
Street are for People and City of Neighbors in the
ThinkCities series. She has also written the young
adult novel Big Water. Andrea lives with her family
in Toronto, Ontario, where she grows veggies,
explores the ravines and spends as much time as
possible on her bike.

KATY DOCKRILLKATY DOCKRILL is an honors graduate from
Ontario College of Art and Design. Her fresh brush-
and-ink illustrations have attracted a wide range of
clients, and she has won a number of awards for her
editorial work. She has illustrated City of Water and
City of Neighbors in the ThinkCities series and A
Voice for the Spirit Bears by Carmen Oliver, among
other titles, as well as many covers for children's
novels. Katy lives with her family in Toronto,
Ontario.
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8 to 12 years8 to 12 years
Third Grade to Seventh Grade

JUVENILE NONFICTION / Social Topics / EmigrationJUVENILE NONFICTION / Social Topics / Emigration
& Immigration& Immigration
JNF053240

JUVENILE NONFICTION / Social Topics / Civil &JUVENILE NONFICTION / Social Topics / Civil &
Human RightsHuman Rights
JNF053270

JUVENILE NONFICTION / People & Places / Canada /JUVENILE NONFICTION / People & Places / Canada /
GeneralGeneral
JNF038040

Pub Date:Pub Date:

Extent:Extent:

Trim:Trim:

hardcover jacket / $24.99 CAD / $21.99 USDhardcover jacket / $24.99 CAD / $21.99 USD
9781773069272

9781773069296 / epub
9781773069289 / mobi

Visit groundwoodbooks.com for more
information such as Reading Levels, Common
Core Standards & Educator Resources.

ALONEALONE
THE JOURNEYS OF THREE YOUNGTHE JOURNEYS OF THREE YOUNG
REFUGEESREFUGEES
written by Paul Tom
illustrated by Mélanie Baillairgé
translated by Arielle Aaronson

Each year, more than 400 minors arrive alone in CanadaEach year, more than 400 minors arrive alone in Canada
requesting refugee status. They arrive without their parents,requesting refugee status. They arrive without their parents,
accompanied by no adult at all.accompanied by no adult at all.

Alone relates the journey of three of them: Afshin, Alain and Patricia.
Their story opens a window onto the many heartbreaks, difficult
sacrifices and countless hardships that punctuate their obstacle-filled
path. But Alone most especially tells of the courage and resilience
that these young people demonstrated before being able to finally
obtain a life where threats and danger are no longer a part of their
everyday existence.

Alone is an adaptation of the documentary of the same name
by filmmaker Paul Tom, produced by Pichois Productions. It
opened in theaters in Fall 2021 and was then broadcast on Télé-
Québec. (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0XsPtrfyVbI)

Three true stories are woven together in the pages of this book,
visually brought to life by the powerful illustrations of Mélanie
Baillairgé.

A touching narrative nonfiction book that heightens awareness
concerning the little-known reality of minors arriving in Canada,
and that gives a voice to three Canadian refugees.

This is a buy-in from La courte échelle. They published their
edition at the end of March 2022.

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES

 

2 May 2023

144 pages

6.00 in x 8.50 in
PAUL TOMPAUL TOM was born in a refugee camp in
Thailand, the son of Cambodian parents. He
currently lives in Montreal where he uses his talent
and sensitivity for projects that give a voice to those
people we don’t hear enough about. Whether
working as a film editor, director or actor, he tells
stories in such a way as to shed light on the intimate,
precious and fragile aspects of human beings. Alone
is his first book.

MÉLANIE BAILLAIRGÉMÉLANIE BAILLAIRGÉ lives and works in
Montreal. A multi-talented artistic and creative
director, she likes to create images using bold
colours and dramatic lines. Her illustrations, which
have great evocative power, go straight to the
heart.
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9781773069005 / epub
Visit groundwoodbooks.com for more
information such as Reading Levels, Common
Core Standards & Educator Resources.
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240 pages

5.50 in x 8.50 in

FOCUS, CLICK, WINDFOCUS, CLICK, WIND
written by Amanda West Lewis

What if your country is involved in an unjust war, and you’veWhat if your country is involved in an unjust war, and you’ve
lost trust in your own government?lost trust in your own government?

Billie Taylor is no stranger to risky situations, but when she attends a
student protest at Columbia University with her college boyfriend,
and the US is caught up in violent political upheaval, her mother
decides to move the two of them to Canada. Furious at being
dragged away from her beloved New York City to live in a backwater
called Toronto, Billie doesn’t take her exile lightly. As her mother
opens their home to draft evaders and deserters, Billie’s activism
grows in new ways. She discovers an underground network of
political protesters and like minds in a radical group based in
Rochdale College, the world’s first “free” university. And the stakes
rise when she is exposed to horrific images from Vietnam of the
victims of Agent Orange – a chemical being secretly manufactured in
a small town just north of Toronto.

Suddenly she has to ask herself some hard questions. How far will
she go to be part of a revolution? Is violence ever justified? Or does
standing back just make you part of the problem?

CONTRIBUTOR INFORMATIONCONTRIBUTOR INFORMATION

AMANDA WEST LEWISAMANDA WEST LEWIS is the author of seven books for young
readers, including These Are Not the Words. Her novel September
17 was nominated for the Silver Birch Award, the Red Cedar Award
and the Violet Downey IODE Award. She is a writer, theater
creator, calligrapher and teaching artist. She is the founder of the
Ottawa Children’s Theatre, and she has an MFA from Vermont
College of Fine Arts. Born in New York City, she now lives in
Brooke Valley, Ontario, with her husband, writer Tim Wynne-Jones.

  

EXCERPTEXCERPT
Slow motion becomes freeze frame. A man in a plaid shirt, blood streaming down his
face, is on his knees holding a sobbing woman. Another man frowns as he tucks what’s
left of a torn shirt into his pants.... 

A filing cabinet spills a river of paper. Cigarette butts and paper plates are mashed into
the carpet.

Photos from a war zone. Quietly she focuses, clicks and winds.

Exhaustion seeps through her pores. Three days in the trenches of democracy has used
up her store of bravery. She wants to go home. She wants to put the skin of her old life
back on and get into bed. 

But first she needs to get down the heavy marble stairs. She needs to stand under the
bright lights and colorful murals in the subway at 116th. She needs to sit quietly,
invisibly, in the urine-drenched subway car until she can slide into the elevator at 181st
and let it deliver her to the murky surface of Washington Heights.

And then she needs to sneak back into the apartment without getting caught.

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES
This is a historical novel, but today’s young readers will be inspired to ask hard
questions about the cost of political engagement, trust in governments and
police, immigration and emigration, and the human cost of war. 

Amanda West Lewis is a dual US/Canadian citizen. Her recent middle-grade novel,
These Are Not the Words, was a work of autobiographical fiction based on her
early childhood growing up in New York City. Focus, Click, Wind is a work of
fiction inspired by Amanda’s high school years in Toronto. 

Between 1968 and 1970 more than 50,000 American political refugees fled to
Canada – an emigration that changed both Canada and the US. 

The novel includes swearing, graphic sex, and descriptions of child victims of
Agent Orange. 

Amanda holds an MFA in Writing for Children and Young Adults from Vermont
College of Fine Arts.
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