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3 to 6 years
Preschool to First Grade

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Activism &
Social Justice

JUV039290

JUVENILE FICTION / Family / Parents
JUVO013060

JUVENILE FICTION / Girls & Women
JUV014000

Pub Date: 6 August 2024
Extent: 32 pages

Trim: 9.00in x9.00in

hardcover jacket / $21.99 CAD / $19.99 USD

9781773065519

ISBN 9781773065519

97 9

81773"06551
9781773065526 / epub
9781773065533 / mobi

Visit groundwoodbooks.com for more
information such as Reading Levels, Common
Core Standards & Educator Resources.

MOMMA'S GOING TO MARCH

written by Jennifer Maruno
illustrated by Vivian Rosas

We're going to a peaceful protest because ... Momma’'s
going to march!

Momma’s Going to March follows several children over time as they
accompany their mothers to different peaceful protest marches,
where they advocate for the environment, freedom, equality, peace
and clean water. They help make signs and banners, decorate
wagons, carry flags and beat drums. Momma shows them that
advocacy can be fun ... and that they can do it, too!

With accessible text and engaging artwork, Momma’s Going to
March will empower a generation of young activists. Includes an
author's note, brief descriptions of a select number of historical
marches, and further information on the use of signs, flags, banners,
drums and more in peaceful protests.

KEY SELLING FEATURES

¢ This is an exciting book about peaceful protests that will
empower a generation of young activists.

e The marches in the book were inspired by real-life historical
marches, including those led by young people like Autumn
Peltier and Greta Thunberg.

e The backmatter contains an author's note and further
information on the use of signs, flags, banners and drums in
peaceful protests.

e The backmatter also includes descriptions of a select number
of historical marches, including the 1963 March on Washington
for Jobs and Freedom, the 1978 March for the Equal Rights
Amendment, the 2003 Anti-War Protest, the 2017 Great Lakes
Water Walk and the 2019 Global Climate Strike.

GROUNDWOOD
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Momma gave me thick wooly socks,
and my warmest mitts and hat.

JENNIFER MARUNO, retired elementary school
principal, is the author of seven novels for middle
grade and young adult readers as well as two
picture books. Former Vice-President of the
CANSCAIP, among other literary roles, Jennifer
currently enjoys mentoring other writers. Her latest
picture book, While You Sleep, published in 2022 by
Pajama Press received starred reviews from Kirkus

and Quill and Quire. She lives in Burlington, Ontario.

*

“Will there be costumes and
feathers?” | asked.
“No,” Momma said. “It's not that

kind of march.”
We carried a flag because ...

VIVIANROSAS is a Toronto, Ontario-based queer,
Mestizx/Latinx multidisciplinary illustrator, dancer,
and muralist. Feminism, empowerment, and
diversity are recurring themes in her work. Her goal
is to create imagery that expresses a sense of
inclusiveness for underrepresented communities.
She is the illustrator of Better Connected: How Girls
Are Using Social Medja for Good by Tanya Lloyd Kyi
and Julia Kyi.
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4 to 8 years
Kindergarten to Third Grade

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Runaways
JUV039130

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Self-Esteem &
Self-Reliance

JUV039140

JUVENILE FICTION / Family / Siblings
JUV013070

Pub Date: 6 August 2024
Extent: 44 pages

Trim: 8.25inx8.62in

hardcover jacket / $19.99 CAD / $19.99 USD
9781773064017

ISBN 9781773064017

9“781 773‘ 064017

9781773064024 / epub
9781773064031 / mobi

Visit groundwoodbooks.com for more
information such as Reading Levels, Common
Core Standards & Educator Resources.

THE RUNAWAY

written and illustrated by Nancy Vo

Once there was a runaway ... The third book in the Crow
Stories trilogy is a haunting tale of a young boy’s resilience
and hope.

When a young boy loses his mother to cholera, he is convinced he
must leave home. He is fearless, resourceful and, above all,
determined to find what he is looking for. When his hunger gets the
best of him, he agrees to join two riders who take him to their
encampment. The boy is soon put to work for his soup and bread,
and time passes, though he holds fast to his purpose. Then just when
he is ready to set out again, he finds there is no need ...

Nancy Vo's finale to the Crow Stories trilogy is a moving tribute to a
young boy's resilience and faith in the people he loves — even in the
face of their absence — and his discovery that while times may be
hard, they can also get much better.

KEY SELLING FEATURES

The Runaway is the third book in the Crow Stories trilogy, which
includes The Outlawand The Ranger.

e The stories in the series address themes of resilience (7The
Runaway), friendship (The Ranger and redemption (The
Outlaw).

e Can be read as a standalone, but it will be especially enjoyed by
readers of The Ranger, who will recognize Annie and the fox.

¢ Nancy creates her unique style of illustration with pen and
watercolor, then adds subtle details with period newspaper
clippings and textiles. The cover title was produced with wood
type on letterpress.

¢ A nugget for history buffs: The story is set in the mid-nineteenth
century, against the backdrop of the cholera epidemic and the
migrations West along the California, Oregon and Mormon
Trails.

v

NANCY VO was raised where the sun rose in the
prairies and set behind the Rockies. By night she
makes picture books. She is the author/illustrator of
the first two books in the Crow Stories trilogy: The
Outlaw, described by the New York Times as
"bewitching,” and The Ranger, praised in a Kirkus
starred review as “visually arresting and enigmatic.”
Nancy is also the author/illustrator of Boobies and
the illustrator of As Glenn as Can Be by Sarah Ellis.
She lives in Vancouver, British Columbia.
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DEBORAH HODGE ricturessy KAREN RECZUCH

Oto 3years
to Preschool

JUVENILENONFICTION/Animals/BabyAnimals
JNF003330

JUVENILE NONFICTION/Science & Nature /
Environmental Science & Ecosystems

JNF051110

JUVENILE NONFICTION/Science & Nature /Zoology
JNF051150

Pub Date: 7 May 2024
Extent: 22 pages

Trim: 6.00in x 8.00 in

board book / $12.99 CAD / $12.99 USD
9781773067476

ISBN 9781773067476
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9781773067629 / epub
9781773067636 / mobi
Visit groundwoodbooks.com for more

information such as Reading Levels, Common
Core Standards & Educator Resources.

WEST COAST WILD BABY
ANIMALS

written by Deborah Hodge
illustrated by Karen Reczuch

Meet the wild baby animals of the Pacific west coast!

Wolf pups, bear cubs, whale calves and eaglets are thriving in the
ancient rainforest, rugged beach and majestic ocean of the Pacific
west coast. This sweet introduction to baby animal names and
behaviours, with gorgeous watercolor scenes, will delight toddlers
and babies everywhere!

KEY SELLING FEATURES

¢ Follow up to the board book West Coast Wild ABC and the
newest addition to the West Coast Wild series.

¢ These two board books are great regional gifts for young
children.

e Features close-up illustrations of baby animals in their natural
habitat.

e Short simple text allows for young children to learn the
common names for baby animals (cub, pup, calf etc.).

e Each animal is also labelled with its species name (i.e. gray wolf,
rufous hummingbird).

e Learning both common and species names encourages
language development and helps build important vocabulary.

DEBORAH HODGE is the author of more than
thirty books for children. Her honors include twice
winning the Children’s Literature Roundtables of
Canada’s Information Book Award, winning the
Green Prize for Sustainable Literature, and receiving
the honor book distinction for the National Jewish
Book Award for Children’s Literature. Her work has
also appeared on such lists as ALA's Top Ten Best
Environmental Books for Youth. Deborah is a former
teacher and curriculum writer who lives in
Vancouver, BC.

*

GROUNDWOOD

On the Pacific
west coast

KAREN RECZUCH has illustrated many award-
winning children’s books. Loon by Susan Vande
Griek won the TD Norma Fleck Award for Canadian
Children’s Non-fiction, the Ruth and Sylvia Schwartz
Children’s Picture Book Award and the Children’s
Literature Roundtables of Canada’s Information
Book Award. Karen's other books include West
Coast Wild, also the winner of the Information Book
Award, and West Coast Wild Babies, both by
Deborah Hodge. Karen lives in Lake Country, BC.
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Rafael Yockteng

3 to 6 years
Preschool to First Grade

JUVENILE FICTION / Legends, Myths, Fables /
General

JUV022000

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Friendship
JUV039060

JUVENILE FICTION / Animals / Mammals
JUV002160

Pub Date: 7 May 2024
Extent: 32 pages

Trim: 8.66in x 8.66in

trade paperback / $14.99 CAD / $14.99 USD
9781773067445

ISBN 9781773067445

97

81773"067445

9781773063201 / epub
9781773063218 / mobi

Visit groundwoodbooks.com for more
information such as Reading Levels, Common
Core Standards & Educator Resources.

LION AND MOUSE

written by Jairo Buitrago
illustrated by Rafael Yockteng
translated by Elisa Amado

Funny, fresh and very modern, this update on the fable of
the lion and the mouse is a marvelous tale of a relationship
between two unlikely friends.

One day, the mouse marches into the lion’s den without an invitation.
Before the lion can eat him for breakfast, the mouse begs for mercy.
“If you let me go, | might be able to return the favor.” The lion laughs
at the idea of such a small, insignificant creature helping him out ...
until the next day when the mouse frees the lion from a hunter’s trap.

Jairo Buitrago and Rafael Yockteng, one of the great creative teams
in picture books, have fun in this simple and never-didactic story
about how it's possible to get along through negotiation,
acceptance and learning to put up with a friend’s eccentricities. You
can be good to one another not because you expect anything in
return but just because you are friends.

KEY SELLING FEATURES

e Lion and Mouse received starred reviews from School/ Library
Journal ("An intelligent glimpse at how a friendship between
unlikely candidates might be possible. A stellar addition for all
collections.”) and Shelf Awareness ("The entertaining text and
superb illustrations combine to spark new life in this old tale of
kindness, compassion and friendship”).

e Jairo Buitrago and Rafael Yockteng have collaborated on
several stunning picture books, including Jimmy the Greatest!,
which received six starred reviews, and Two White Rabbits, Walk
with Me and On the Other Side of the Garden, all of which
received three starred reviews. Wounded Falcons received two
starred reviews.

e This is a fresh retelling of the Aesop fable about friendship and
mutual dependence regardless of size or status.

Author JAIRO BUITRAGO has collaborated with
Rafael Yockteng on several picture books, including
Jimmy the Greatest! (six starred reviews), Two White
Rabbits (three starred reviews), Walk with Me (three
starred reviews), Lion and Mouse (two starred
reviews) and Wounded Falcons (two starred reviews
and named a USBBY Outstanding International
Book). Jairo has also won the Hispanoamericano
Castillo prize for children's literature and the
Antonio Garcia Cubas Award. He lives in Mexico
City, Mexico.

GROUNDWOOD

In the woods there lived a very lovely lion who was
like a sun, and a small mouse who was a busybody
and a glutton.

Before he could leave without saying goodbye, the lion grabbed him.

RAFAEL YOCKTENG has illustrated many highly
acclaimed children’s books, including Afterward,
Everything was Different: A Tale From the
Pleistocene; Wounded Falcons (two starred reviews
and named a USBBY Outstanding International
Book); Jimmy the Greatest! (six starred reviews);
Two White Rabbits (three starred reviews); and Walk
with Me (three starred reviews) by Jairo Buitrago.
Rafael’s books have been included on IBBY's Honor
List, the Horn Book Fanfare and in the White Ravens
Catalogue. He lives in Bogot4, Colombia.
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3 to 6 years
Preschool to First Grade

JUVENILE FICTION / Family / Parents
JUVO013060

JUVENILE FICTION / Imagination & Play
JUV051000

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Emotions &
Feelings

JUV039050

Pub Date: 7 May 2024
Extent: 32 pages

Trim: 8.66in x 8.66in

trade paperback / $14.99 CAD / $14.99 USD

9781773067438

ISBN 9781773067438

97

817737067438
9781773066561 / epub
9781773066578 / mobi

Visit groundwoodbooks.com for more
information such as Reading Levels, Common
Core Standards & Educator Resources.

WALK WITH ME

written by Jairo Buitrago
illustrated by Rafael Yockteng
translated by Elisa Amado

A simple, imaginative story depicting the complex emotional
reality of a girl whose father no longer lives at home.

The girl conjures up an imaginary companion — a lion — who will
join her on the long walk home from school. He will help her to pick
up her baby brother from daycare and shop at the store (which has
cut off the family’s credit), and he'll keep her company all along the
way until she is safely home. He will always come back when she
needs him, unlike her father whom she sees only in a photograph —
a photograph in which he clearly resembles a lion.

KEY SELLING FEATURES

o Walk with Me received starred reviews from School Library
Journal, Kirkus Reviews and Publishers Weekly. Kirkus called the
book “emotionally resonant in the loveliest of ways.”

e [twas also shortlisted for the Kirkus Prize and included on many
best-of lists, including Kirkus Best Picture Books, New York
Public Library Best Books for Kids and the Cooperative
Children’s Book Center Best of the Year.

e The illustrations suggest that the father in the story might be a
victim of enforced disappearances in Latin America.

Keep me company on the way home,

then wait for me.

Author JAIRO BUITRAGO has collaborated with
Rafael Yockteng on several picture books, including
Jimmy the Greatest! (six starred reviews), Two White
Rabbits (three starred reviews), Walk with Me (three
starred reviews), Lion and Mouse (two starred
reviews) and Wounded Falcons (two starred reviews
and named a USBBY Outstanding International
Book). Jairo has also won the Hispanoamericano
Castillo prize for children's literature and the
Antonio Garcia Cubas Award. He lives in Mexico
City, Mexico.
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RAFAEL YOCKTENG has illustrated many highly
acclaimed children’s books, including Afterward,
Everything was Different: A Tale From the
Pleistocene; Wounded Falcons (two starred reviews
and named a USBBY Outstanding International
Book); Jimmy the Greatest! (six starred reviews);
Two White Rabbits (three starred reviews); and Walk
with Me (three starred reviews) by Jairo Buitrago.
Rafael’s books have been included on IBBY's Honor
List, the Horn Book Fanfare and in the White Ravens
Catalogue. He lives in Bogot4, Colombia.
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Nadia L. Hohn

PICTURES BY
rene Luxbacher

3 to 6 years
Preschool to First Grade

JUVENILE FICTION / People & Places / Caribbean &
Latin America

JUV030040

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Emigration &
Immigration

JUV039250

JUVENILE FICTION / Holidays & Celebrations /
General

JUV017000

Pub Date: 7 May 2024
Extent: 32 pages

Trim: 9.00in x 10.00 in

trade paperback / $14.99 CAD / $14.99 USD
9781773067452

ISBN 9781773067452

97 52

81773"0674

9781773067889 / epub
9781773067872 / mobi

Visit groundwoodbooks.com for more
information such as Reading Levels, Common
Core Standards & Educator Resources.

MALAIKA'S COSTUME

written by Nadlia L. Hohn
written by Irene Luxbacher

Malaika’s mother can’t buy her a carnival costume — will she
still be able to dance in the parade?

It's carnival time — the first carnival since Malaika’'s mother moved to
Canada to find a good job and provide for Malaika and her
grandmother. Her mother promised she would send money for a
costume, and Malaika marks off the days on her calendar as she waits
for Mummy's letter to arrive. But when the letter finally comes,
Malaika learns that there is no money for her costume.

Disappointed and upset at the thought of wearing her grandmother’s
hand-me-down costume, Malaika leaves the house, running into Ms.
Chin, the tailor, who offers Malaika a bag of scrap fabric. With her
grandmother’s help, Malaika creates a patchwork rainbow peacock
costume, and dances proudly in the parade.

This heartwarming story about family, community and the celebration
of carnival is written in a blend of standard English and Caribbean
patois. Nadia L. Hohn's warm prose and Irene Luxbacher's vibrant
collage-style illustrations make this a strikingly original picture book.

KEY SELLING FEATURES

¢ The books in the Malaika series have sold nearly 20,000 copies,
with an additional 650,000 copies (in English and French)
of Malaika’s Costume given to children across Canada as part of
TD's Grade One Book Giveaway program.

¢ The book was on USBBY’s Outstanding International Books list,
was named a Bank Street College of Education Best Children's
Book of the Year and a School Library Journal Best Picture
Book, received an Américas Award honorable mention and was
a TD Summer Reading Club recommended read.

o Kirkus Reviews called Malaika’s Costume "a wholly earned
celebration.”

*

Carnival soon come, and everyone getting
their costume ready.

Michael and Junior are playing Jab
Molassie in the Kiddie Carnival. They
wearing briefs and blue paint.

Ravina and Shelly are red hibiscus. They
wearing their saris and looking like brides.

NADIA L. HOHN is an award-winning writer and
educator. Her picture books include, Malaika’s
Costume, Malaika’s Winter Carnival and Malaika’s
Surprise; A Likkle Miss Lou: How Jamaican Poet
Louise Bennett Coverley Found Her Voice,
illustrated by Eugenie Fernandes; Harriet Tubman:
Freedom Fighter, illustrated by Gustavo Mazali; and
two titles in the Sankofa series — Music and Medla.
Nadia's writing is inspired by her childhood
memories, Jamaican heritage, Black culture, world
travels, and social issues. She lives in Toronto,
Ontario.

GROUNDWOOD

If there’s so many jobs in Canada, how come Grandma o
and I have been waiting so long, long for the money
Mummy say she would send to make my costume? of B

L

Malcolm and Marcus are stilt-dancing Moko
Jumbies. They look like giraffes.

Even the Johnson baby, Ivan, has a Pierrot
costume. He’s still
crawling!

Everyone
practice their
dance moves.
Everyone except
me. I don’t feel
like dancing
| \ anymore.

* IRENE LUXBACHER is an artist and author living
in Toronto, Ontario, who has received many awards
for her work. She has written and illustrated Deep
Underwater, an Elizabeth Mrazik-Cleaver Award
finalist, and Mr. Frank, which was selected as a
USBBY Outstanding International Book. Her
illustrations for the Malaika series by Nadia L. Hohn
have been highly acclaimed, and her illustrations for
The Imaginary Garden by Andrew Larsen were
shortlisted for the Governor General's Literary
Award.

15



GROUNDWOOD

BIRDS cm
%e BRAIN

nul

Uma KRisHNASWAMI

9 to 12 years
Fourth Grade to Seventh Grade

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Activism &
Social Justice

JUV039290

JUVENILE FICTION / Science & Nature / Environment
JUV029010

JUVENILE FICTION / Animals / Birds
JUV002040

Pub Date: 6 August 2024

Extent: 184 pages *

Trim: 5.00inx 7.50in

hardcover jacket / $16.99 CAD / $16.99 USD
9781773069449

ISBN 9781773069449 ISBN 9781773067391
9‘781773‘069449 9‘781773‘067391H

trade paperback / $11.99 CAD / $11.99 USD
9781773067391

9781773069456 / epub

BIRDS ON THE BRAIN

written by Uma Krishnaswami
illustrated by Julianna Swaney

The sequel to the award-winning Book Uncle and Me
features bird lover Reeni and her quest to save her city’s bird
count event when the mayor tries to shut it down.

Reeni is wild about birds! So when she and her best friend, Yasmin,
have to pick a survey topic for a school project, asking their
neighbors what they know about birds is an obvious choice. They are
shocked to learn that no one — not one single person! — has heard
about Bird Count India and the major event it is about to launch all
over the country. Thousands of birdwatchers will be out counting
birds as part of a global movement. Global means world, and isn't
this city part of the world? How come people don‘t seem to care
about the threats to city birds? And why is the mayor intentionally
thwarting their city’s bird count event?

Reeni and Yasmin enlist help from Book Uncle, Reeni’s family and
even their school bus driver. They must get people interested in the

bird count, get them to ask the city government to support the event.

After all, what's good for the birds is good for all of us ... right?

A funny, triumphant story about learning to advocate for both the
human and non-human inhabitants of your community.

CONTRIBUTOR INFORMATION

UMA KRISHNASWAMI was born in India and now lives in
Victoria, British Columbia. Her other publications include Two at
the Top, illustrated by Christopher Corr; Book Uncle and Me,
illustrated by Julianna Swaney, winner of the ILA Social Justice
Literature Award; and The Girl of the Wish Garden, illustrated by
Nasrin Khosravi. She has been nominated twice for the prestigious
Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award. Uma is faculty emerita in the
Writing for Children and Young Adults program at Vermont
College of Fine Arts.

JULIANNA SWANEY grew up birdwatching with her dad, and
birds have always had an important place in her life. She has
illustrated numerous books for children and spends her time at her
home in Oregon painting, gardening and daydreaming.

Hardcover jacket, trade paperback and epub editions to publish simultaneously.

EXCERPT

Yasmin and | squeeze past the crooked tree that juts out into the road. It has a sign on it,

too. The sign reads Caution. Protruding Tree. ...

The protruding tree is often full of parrots, but today the road is super busy. Any
sensible parrot would have flown up high, as far away as possible from the crowds.
Between the honking of horns and the kreech-kreech of brakes and the voices of
people, | can't hear a single parrot sound. | wonder if they can even hear each other,
with so much human noise.

Right then, in the middle of all this wondering, | see something. It wasn't there this

morning. I'm sure of it. It is a new ad plastered across the front of the bus shelter roof. ...

As | take a closer look, | see a picture of a lake with a tree in the middle. The sky and the
tree and the lake are all full of birds. Where is this place? ...

Running along the top are big, beautiful letters. Here is what they say: Bird Count India!
Do Your Bit!

KEY SELLING FEATURES

e Sequel to the best-selling Book Uncle and Me, which sold 10,000 copies in
hardcover and 50,000 copies in paperback.

e Fans of Book Uncle will be delighted to encounter familiar characters in this new
book (including Yasmin and Book Uncle), though Birds on the Brain also works as
a stand-alone read.

e Julianna Swaney returns to illustrate, bringing her sweet, airy style to the
depictions of Reeni and her friends.

o Tells a story of kids doing what they can to create change in their community and
change grownup minds.

¢ The story focuses on environmental literacy, coexistence with nature and the
challenges of urban habitat loss.

e A third book in the series is in the works.

e Simultaneous hardcover and paperback release.

GROUNDWOOD

ALSO
RECOMMENDED

Rook UNCLE
1\ AND ME

Clear Skies

ou
$‘>§ 8 “\\Eumun 4.;,,, £ FOX
W .

Maggie Lou, Firefox

17



GROUNDWOOD

o The, :
: OUTSMARTERS

10 to 13 years
Fifth Grade to Eighth Grade

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Self-Esteem &
Self-Reliance

JUV039140

JUVENILE FICTION / School & Education
JUV035000

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Drugs, Alcohol,

Substance Abuse

JUV039040

Pub Date: 6 August 2024
Extent: 224 pages

Trim: 5.00inx7.50in

hardcover jacket / $18.99 CAD / $18.99 USD
9781773068572

ISBN 9781773068572

97 2

81773"06857
9781773068589 / epub
Visit groundwoodbooks.com for more

information such as Reading Levels, Common
Core Standards & Educator Resources.

THE OUTSMARTERS

written by Deborah Ellis

Kate opens a Philosophy Booth (“Get answers to life’s big
and little questions — $2 a question”) and ends up asking
some tough questions of her own.

Suspended from school and prone to rages, twelve-year-old Kate
finds her own way to get on with her life, despite the messed-up
adults around her. Her gran, for one, is stubborn and aloof — not
unlike Kate herself, who has no friends, and who's been expelled for
“"behavioral issues,” like the meltdowns she has had ever since her
mom dumped her with her grandmother three years ago. Kate
dreams that one day her mother will return for her. When that
happens, they'll need money, so Kate sets out to make some.

Gran nixes her idea to sell psychiatric advice like Lucy in Peanuts
("You're not a psychiatrist. You'll get sued.”), so Kate decides to
open a philosophy booth to provide answers to life's big and small
questions. She soon learns that adults have plenty of problems and
secrets of their own, including Gran. When she finds that her
grandmother has been lying to her about her mother, the two have a
huge fight, and Gran says she can't wait for Kate to finish high school
so she'll be rid of her at last. Kate decides to take matters into her
own hands and discovers that to get what she wants, she may have to
reach out to some unexpected people, and find a way to lay down
her own anger.

CONTRIBUTOR INFORMATION %

DEBORAH ELLIS is the author of the international bestseller The
Breadwinner, which has been published in twenty-five languages.
She has won the Governor General's Award, the Middle East Book
Award, the Peter Pan Prize, the Jane Addams Children’s Book
Award and the Vicky Metcalf Award. A recipient of the Order of
Canada, Deborah has donated $2 million in royalties to
organizations such as Women for Women in Afghanistan, UNICEF
and Street Kids International. She lives in Simcoe, Ontario.

EXCERPT

| fetch an old shoebox from the back of the crawl space and climb up on my bed.
| open the box.

Inside: A collection of pictures of fancy bedrooms clipped from magazines and held
together with a paperclip. An incomplete math test with a big red F at the top and big
red curse words where there should have been a Venn diagram. One long pink and
orange sock and one hair elastic with dark blue bobbles on it.

These were my mother’s things ...

Also in the box — three small wooden puzzles, the kind with the small pieces that fit
together only one way to make a cube or an egg. These are the puzzles | had in my
pockets when Mom dumped me here. She was always getting them for me because
they were easy to steal ...

| put the six dollars in the shoebox ... put the box under my bed and then sit by my
window and look at my philosophy booth.

When Mom comes back for me — and she will — I'll have a ton of money saved.

Then she can dump whatever jackass boyfriend is with her and just be with me.

KEY SELLING FEATURES

¢ Unlike most of Deborah Ellis's books, The Outsmarters does not have an
international setting or directly address issues of global justice. Instead, it returns
to fictional territory like her first novel, Looking for X (winner of the Governor
General's Award), about a smart but quick-tempered kid who can’t find her place
at school or with friends.

e Kids will recognize themselves in Kate, a worthy successor to Harriet the Spy —
stubborn, brutally honest, and coping with a deep sense of abandonment that she
doesn't fully understand.

e The continued popularity of The Breadwinnermakes Ellis a household name for
many.

e Afollow-up novel, where Gran and Kate head off on a road trip is in the works. The

Outsmarters on the Road'is scheduled for publication in 2025.
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GO HOME

written by Terry Farish and Lochan Sharma

In a world beset by anger and fear, what does it mean to
protect one’s home and family?

Olive and Gabe — her older brother’s best friend — are deeply in
love. They want nothing more than to make a home and family
together, especially after the overdose death of Olive's brother,
Chris. It won't be easy. Gabe works three jobs, and Olive still needs to
finish high school, but their future together feels certain and right.

But when Samir Paudel moves into the house across the street,
Olive's and Gabe's lives are disrupted. The Paudel house is overfull
with family and friends, and they play loud music at all hours. Yet
Olive is drawn to them, particularly to Samir’s little nephew, Bhim, and
his grandfather, Hajurba.

Yet Samir's very presence seems to awaken in Gabe an intense anger
— toward immigrants he believes are taking resources from White
Americans — resources that would have saved Chris and his own
father, who has lost his job and is now struggling with ill health and
alcoholism.

When Olive realizes that Gabe and his family are the source of
escalating aggressions toward the Paudels, she no longer recognizes
the loyal, loving boy she fell in love with.

CONTRIBUTOR INFORMATION

TERRY FARISH is the author of The Good Braider (YALSA and SLJ
Best Book for Young Adults), Either the Beginning or the End of
the World (Maine Literary Award) and A Feast for Joseph (with OD
Bonny and illustrated by Ken Daley). She lives in Portsmouth, New
Hampshire.

LOCHAN SHARMA was born in a refugee camp in Nepal after his
family was exiled from Bhutan. He is now a university student living
in New Hampshire. This is his first book.

EXCERPT

After she cried out, things happened so fast. Maybe Samir turned. Or maybe Gabe
showed up beside him.

That's when she heard Gabe yelling at the kid. "You got no right to be in this place. This
is our beach. This is my friend'’s beach. Get the fuck out of my sight.” The boy looked
confused and didn’t move. He only had the river behind him and Gabe in front of him.

Gabe shoved the boy's chest. “Are you deaf? Fucking get away from here! Go home."”

The boy nearly fell back, and that made him flail toward the surf just before he caught
his balance. Then he stumbled around Gabe. And in the stumbling, he shoved Gabe's
shoulder. The move had been so quick that Olive couldn't tell if he only reached out to
keep from falling into the water, or if it was a smooth up-yours right back.

On the beach he fled fast as a wild horse. He leapt over trees downed by the tide and
rising high water.

But almost before Gabe turned from his rage, the kid was part of the gray trees in the
distance.

KEY SELLING FEATURES

e This novel is a true collaboration between Terry Farish and Lochan Sharma, told in
the alternating narratives of Olive and Samir.

¢ Atimely, provocative, and nuanced story about immigration, prejudice, torn
loyalties and belonging.

¢ The title carries different meaning for each character. For Samir, home is wherever
his family can be together. Olive's mother may be forced to sell their house, even
though it is full of memories of her brother. And Gabe will protect his family and
home at any cost. His dirt bike bears the slogan “America is full. Go home.”

e Between 1988 and 1995 approximately 130,000 Nepali-speaking Bhutanese were
exiled from their homes and farms. Many were trucked across the border to
refugee camps in Nepal. The UNHCR has been resettling this Bhutanese
community in eight cooperating countries. About 85,000 Nepali-speaking
Bhutanese have resettled in the US.

GROUNDWOOD

ALSO
RECOMMENDED

Watching Traffic

Jane Ozkowski

Watching Traffic

Cold White Sun

Swan Dive

21






