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WHAT THE KITE SAW
WRITTEN BY ANNE LAUREL CARTER
ILLUSTRATED BY AKIN DUZAKIN

A young boy finds solace flying his kite from the rooftop after soldiers 
take his father and brother away.

Picture Book
8.5" × 10" • 32 pages
Ages 4 to 8

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: war and conflict; family issues; 
Middle East; power of imagination

ALSO WRITTEN BY  
ANNE LAUREL CARTER

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS SOLD: 
Arabic

War has turned a boy’s life upside down. 
Soldiers have taken his father and brother away. 
And everyone must stay inside as tanks search 
the park where his friends used to play. But one 
day, inspired by the wind, the boy has an idea. 
If they all flew kites from their rooftops — 
imagine what those kites might see …

ANNE LAUREL CARTER has published 
over twenty books, including The Shepherd’s 
Granddaughter (Groundwood, 2008), winner of 
the CLA Book of the Year for Children Award and 
the Society of School Librarians International 
Best Book Award. It was also named a USBBY 
Outstanding International Book.

AKIN DUZAKIN studied industrial design 
in Turkey before moving to Norway where 
he majored in visual communication at 
Oslo’s National Academy of Craft and Art 
Industry. Since then Duzakin has illustrated 
fifty children’s books. He received a Special 
Mention for the BolognaRagazzi Award for 
the original Norwegian edition of Why Am I 
Here? by Constance Ørbeck-Nilssen (Magikon 
Forlag, 2014). He has been nominated twice for 
the Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award. 
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SONG FOR THE SNOW
WRITTEN BY JON-ERIK LAPPANO
ILLUSTRATED BY BYRON EGGENSCHWILER

Can a long-forgotten song bring the snow back to Freya’s town? 

Picture Book
8.5" × 9.625" • 36 pages
Ages 3 to 7

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: magic; climate change; music

ALSO WRITTEN  
BY JON-ERIK LAPPANO

RIGHTS HELD: 
World

Freya has always loved the snow and the 
way it covers everything like powdered sugar. 
But the snow hasn’t come to her town in two 
winters, and she’s starting to forget what it 
looks and feels like. When will it be cold? 
When will it snow again?
 One day she finds a snow globe at the market. 
The globe plays a song that for generations 
would call the snow home to the town. Her own 
grandmother used to sing it to her mother on 
cold winter nights. Every morning, Freya takes 
the snow globe outside and sings the song, but 
still there is no snow … until she has the idea to 
share the song, and it spreads across the town.

JON-ERIK LAPPANO’s debut picture book, 
Tokyo Digs a Garden, illustrated by Kellen 
Hatanaka (Groundwood, 2016), won the 
Governor General’s Literary Award and was 
a finalist for the TD Canadian Children’s 
Literature Award.

BYRON EGGENSCHWILER is an award-
winning illustrator whose recent books include 
The Little Ghost Who Was a Quilt by Riel Nason 
(Penguin Random House, 2020), the graphic 
novel Operatic by Kyo Maclear (Groundwood, 
2019) and Beastly Puzzles by Rachel Poliquin 
(Kids Can Press, 2019). His books have been 
published in French and Italian.
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THE DOG’S GARDENER 
WRITTEN BY PATRICIA STORMS
ILLUSTRATED BY NATHALIE DION

A dog delights in a summer day spent in the garden with his owner.

Picture Book
8.25" × 8.25" • 36 pages
Ages 3 to 7

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: pets and pet care; dogs; 
humorous stories; beauty in nature 

ALSO ILLUSTRATED BY 
NATHALIE DION

RIGHTS HELD: 
World

RIGHTS SOLD: 
French

When a dog named Dutch hears the 
gardener going down the stairs each morning, 
he anticipates her every move. But most of all, 
he waits for the beautiful words, “Okay, Dutch. 
Let’s go outside.”
 A sunlit story about taking pleasure in the 
things we love, especially in the company of a 
good friend.

PATRICIA STORMS has been an author and 
illustrator of children’s books for more than 
twenty years. Her previous books include Moon 
Wishes, written with Guy Storms, illustrated by 
Milan Pavlović (Groundwood, 2019); Never Let 
You Go, which she wrote and illustrated (Sky 
Pony Press, 2018); and By the Time You Read 
This… written by Jennifer Lanthier (Clockwise 
Press, 2017).

NATHALIE DION is a freelance illustrator 
based in Montreal. Her books include I Found 
Hope in a Cherry Tree by Jean E. Pendziwol 
(Groundwood, 2020), The Biggest Puddle in the 
World by Mark Lee (Groundwood, 2019) and 
Debout! by Michaël Escoffier (Éditions d’Eux, 
2018).
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PERCY’S MUSEUM 
WRITTEN BY SARA O’LEARY
ILLUSTRATED BY CARMEN MOK

Picture Book
8.5" × 9.37" • 32 pages
Ages 3 to 7

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: discovery and exploration; 
adapting to change; beauty in nature; 
making friends

ALSO ILLUSTRATED BY 
CARMEN MOK

RIGHTS HELD: 
World

RIGHTS SOLD: 
Portuguese

A sweet story about embracing change, the excitement of discovery and 
the wonder of nature and new friends.

After moving to the quiet countryside, 
Percy misses the bustle of the city. But he soon 
notices that nature is busy in its own way. He 
observes ants on parade, eggs becoming birds, 
and stars filling up the emptiness of a dark 
sky. As Percy builds his nature collection, he 
realizes that the only thing better than making 
discoveries is sharing your findings with others.
 
SARA O’LEARY’s highly acclaimed picture 
books include the award-winning series of 
Henry books (Simply Read Books) and This 
Is Sadie (Tundra, 2015; adapted for the stage 
for New York City’s Children’s Theater), all 
illustrated by Julie Morstad. 

CARMEN MOK’s picture books include 
Grandmother’s Vi s it by Bet t y Quan 
(Groundwood, 2018), which was named an 
Asian/Pacific American Award for Literature 
Picture Book Honor title. She has also 
illustrated A Stopwatch from Grampa by Loretta 
Garbutt (Kids Can Press, 2020) and Cone Cat 
by Sarah Howden (Owlkids, 2020).
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SONATA FOR FISH AND BOY 
WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY MILAN PAVLOVIć

Music inspires friendship and a life full of dreams and adventure in this 
wordless picture book.

Picture Book
8" × 11" • 32 pages
Ages 3 to 7

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: music; power of imagination; 
friendship; bedtime

ALSO ILLUSTRATED BY MILAN 
PAVLOVIć

 
RIGHTS HELD: 
World

RIGHTS SOLD: 
German

When a fish hears the singing of a violin, 
it is drawn out of the water and into the world of 
a young musician sitting on a shady bench. Soon 
fish and boy are flying over the rooftops together, 
past lively street musicians, a flock of birds, then 
from planet to planet, before landing back on 
earth for an idyllic afternoon in the park. In a 
forest of giant dandelions they discover a little 
house where a band plays cheerily, then, swept 
up by the wind, they tumble past a familiar-
looking tree and bench, where the violin lies 
waiting to be played once more.

MILAN PAVLOVIć is an illustrator and 
graphic artist whose work has been published 
and exhibited internationally. His many 
books include Son of Happy by Cary Fagan 
(Groundwood, 2020), The Boy Who Invented the 
Popsicle by Anne Renaud (Kids Can Press, 2019) 
and Moon Wishes by Guy and Patricia Storms 
(Groundwood, 2019).
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MALAIKA’S SURPRISE 
WRITTEN BY NADIA L. HOHN
ILLUSTRATED BY IRENE LUXBACHER

When Malaika finds out she is going to have a new baby brother or sister, 
she worries that her mother will forget about her. 

Picture Book
10" × 9" • 32 pages
Ages 3 to 7

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: blended family; new baby; 
Caribbean culture; French heritage; 
immigration 

ALSO IN THE MALAIKA SERIES

RIGHTS HELD: 
World

RIGHTS SOLD: 
French/North 
America, 
Swedish

It’s summertime, and Malaika and her 
stepsister Adèle are enjoying playing carnival 
in their bright costumes. But when Mummy 
announces that she will soon have a new baby, 
Malaika is unsure how to feel about another 
change in her family. Soon it is her birthday, 
and a surprise arrives to remind Malaika of the 
importance of family.
 Malaika’s Surprise is filled with the same 
warmth and charm as the first two books in the 
series, written in a blend of standard English 
and Caribbean patois.

NADIA L. HOHN’s picture books include 
Malaika’s Costume (Groundwood, 2016) and  
Malaika’s Winter Carnival (Groundwood, 2017). 
Nadia’s writing is inspired by her childhood 
memories, Jamaican heritage, Black culture, 
world travels, and social issues.

IRENE LUXBACHER’s award-winning picture 
books include Deep Underwater (Groundwood, 
2018) and Mr. Frank (Groundwood, 
2014), which was selected for the USBBY 
Outstanding International Books Honor List. 
Her illustrations for The Imaginary Garden by 
Andrew Larsen (Kids Can Press, 2009) were 
shortlisted for the Governor General’s Literary 
Award.
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WRITTEN BY BRITTANY LUBY 
ILLUSTRATED BY JOSHUA MANGESHIG PAWIS-STECKLEY 
TRANSLATED BY ALVIN TED CORBIERE AND ALAN CORBIERE

In this lyrical story-poem, written in 
Anishinaabemowin and English, a child and 
grandmother take pleasure in the familiar 
sights that each new season brings.
 We accompany them through warm summer 
days full of wildflowers, bees and blueberries, 
then fall, when bears feast before hibernation 
and forest mushrooms are ripe for harvest. 
Winter mornings begin in darkness as deer, 
mice and other animals search for food, while 
spring brings green shoots poking through 
melting snow and the chirping of peepers.

BRITTANY LUBY, of Anishinaabe descent, was 
raised on Treaty #3 lands in what is now known 
as northwestern Ontario. She is an assistant 
professor of history at the University of Guelph 
and an award-winning researcher who seeks to 
stimulate public discussion of Indigenous issues 
through her work. Her debut picture book, 
Encounter, illustrated by Michaela Goade (Little, 
Brown Books for Young Readers / Tundra, 2019), 
received wide acclaim. 

JOSHUA MANGESHIG PAWIS-STECKLEY 

is an Ojibwe woodland artist and a member 
of Wasauksing First Nation. His work aims to 
reclaim and promote traditional Ojibwe stories 
and teachings in a contemporary woodland style. 
This is his first picture book.

MII MAANDA EZHI-GKENDMAANH / 
THIS IS HOW I KNOW
Maanda mzinigan dbaadjigaade gikinoonowin / 
A Book about the Seasons

An Indigenous child and her grandmother explore the natural wonders of 
each season in this lyrical, bilingual story-poem.

Picture Book
8.75" × 8.5" • 44 pages
Ages 3 to 7

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: changing seasons; bilingual 
text; Indigenous Peoples; grandparents 
and grandchildren
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Toribio is two years old and his parents 
love him very much, but some days, taking care 
of him feels like an impossible task. He won’t 
sleep, makes a fuss when eating, splashes his 
bath water everywhere and refuses to use his 
potty. At the end of the day, Toribio’s parents 
are exhausted. So when they see an ad for a 
specialist who can solve any type of problem, 
his desperate parents make an appointment 
right away. Mrs. Meridien’s methods deliver 
overnight results, but her solution isn’t quite 
what they had in mind …

ISOL is an Argentine author and illustrator 
of children’s books. She has been honored 
with the Astrid Lindgren Memorial Award 
for her outstanding contribution to children’s 
literature, has twice been selected as a finalist 
for the Hans Christian Andersen Award and 
has won a Golden Apple at the Biennial of 
Illustrations, Bratislava. Isol has also written 
and illustrated The Menino (Groundwood, 2015); 
Petit, the Monster (Groundwood, 2010); Beautiful 
Griselda (Groundwood, 2011) and Nocturne 
(Groundwood, 2012). To date, her books have 
been published in over twenty countries and in 
seventeen languages.

IMPOSSIBLE
WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY ISOL
TRANSLATED BY ELISA AMADO

A funny story about a seemingly impossible child and his desperate 
parents, who enlist the help of a specialist with unexpected results …

Picture Book
7.75" × 9.75" • 32 pages
Ages 3 to 7

RIGHTS HELD: World English

THEMES: magic; parents and children; 
bedtime routine; baby
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Picture Book
8.75" × 12" • 48 pages and gatefold
Ages 3 to 7

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: community; helping out; 
curiosity; resourcefulness

ALSO BY MATT JAMES

RIGHTS HELD: 
World

RIGHTS SOLD: 
English/ANZ, 
Simplified 
Chinese, Dutch, 
Korean, Swedish

16

NICE TRY, CHARLIE! 
WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY MATT JAMES

A new picture book about friendship and community from Matt James, 
acclaimed author and illustrator of The Funeral.

With his cart full of treasures and his 
big green hat, Charlie is a neighborhood fix-
ture. When he finds a pie, he sets off to find 
the owner — and helps others along the way. 
Charlie and his friends might not have much, 
but they have each other.

MATT JAMES’s highly acclaimed children’s 
books have won the Boston Globe–Horn Book 
Award, the Governor General’s Literary Award 
and the New Mexico Book Award, among oth-
ers. The Funeral (Groundwood, 2018) was named 
a New York Times / New York Public Library 
Best Illustrated Children’s Book.

“A notably satisfying story of the small 
events and special people that bind 
communities.” — Horn Book

I FOUND HOPE IN A CHERRY TREE
WRITTEN BY JEAN E. PENDZIWOL 
ILLUSTRATED BY NATHALIE DION

A lyrical meditation on nature and hope from the acclaimed author of 
Once Upon a Northern Night.

Picture Book
10.625" x 8.875" • 36 pages
Ages 3 to 7

RIGHTS HELD: World 
 
RIGHTS SOLD: French, German 

THEMES: power of imagination; hope; 
solace in nature

ALSO BY JEAN E. PENDZIWOL

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS SOLD: 
English/UK 
Commonwealth, 
Dutch, French, 
German, Japanese, 
Korean, Spanish 
(Europe), Simplified 
Chinese, Swedish

A child observes the sun by playing with 
her shadow, though sometimes it disappears. 
She listens to the wind tell stories, even when 
it howls like wolves. She tastes snowflakes — 
both soft and icy. Finally, she finds hope in the 
buds on a cherry tree that survive the winter 
to blossom in spring.

JEAN E. PENDZIWOL’s highly acclaimed 
picture books include Once Upon a Northern 
Night, finalist for the Governor General’s 
Literary Award and the TD Canadian 
Children’s Literature Award. Her adult novel 
The Lightkeeper’s Daughters (HarperCollins, 
2017) has been published in ten territories.

NATHALIE DION is a freelance illustrator 
based in Montreal. 

“An ode to solitude and nature, this picture 
book provides comforting certitude in current 
times of uncertainty.” — Kirkus Reviews
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Maggie finds treasure wherever she 
goes. At first the neighbors and city workers 
are grateful to Maggie for cleaning up, but over 
time her collection grows bigger and bigger, 
until something must be done. 

JON-ERIK LAPPANO’s debut picture book, 
Tokyo Digs a Garden, illustrated by Kellen 
Hatanaka (Groundwood, 2016), won the 
Governor General’s Literary Award and was 
a finalist for the TD Canadian Children’s 
Literature Award.

KELLEN HATANAKA’s books include Work: 
An Occupational ABC (Groundwood, 2014), an 
ALA Notable Children’s Book, and Drive: A 
Look at Roadside Opposites (Groundwood, 2015).

“The gentle message, dynamic illustrations, 
and endearing protagonist make this title a 
winner.” — Kirkus Reviews

Picture Book
8.375" × 11" • 32 pages
Ages 3 to 7

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: collecting; reusing and 
repurposing; community

ALSO ILLUSTRATED BY 
KELLEN HATANAKA

 
RIGHTS  
HELD: World

NIGHT WALK
WRITTEN BY SARA O’LEARY
ILLUSTRATED BY ELLIE ARSCOTT

When a little girl can’t sleep one night, 
her dad asks if she’d like to go for a walk. They 
tiptoe through the silent house and step out 
into the dark.
 It’s strange and exciting to be out so late. 
The girl can see inside the lit-up windows of 
apartment buildings and houses where people’s 
lives are unfolding. 

SARA O’LEARY’s highly acclaimed picture 
books include the award-winning series of 
Henry books (Simply Read Books) and This 
Is Sadie (Tundra, 2015; adapted for the stage 
for New York City’s Children’s Theater), all 
illustrated by Julie Morstad. 

ELLIE ARSCOTT has painted scenic art for 
Toronto’s Young People’s Theatre and the 
National Ballet of Canada, and she has worked 
with the Toronto District School Board 
creating mural projects with schoolchildren. 

Picture Book
8.25" × 10" • 32 pages
Ages 3 to 7

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: community; belonging;  
bedtime

ALSO BY SARA O’LEARY

 
RIGHTS HELD: 
World

RIGHTS SOLD: 
French (North 
America), 
Italian, Korean, 
Portuguese 
(Brazil), Swedish

A child explores her neighborhood on a late-night walk with her dad, 
finding delight and comfort.

MAGGIE’S TREASURE
WRITTEN BY JON-ERIK LAPPANO
ILLUSTRATED BY KELLEN HATANAKA

When Maggie’s treasure collection grows too big to manage, she finds 
a creative solution.
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An old woman shares her house with a 
scruffy old dog, her best friend. When they go 
for a walk, she throws sticks for the dog. She 
loves hearing the autumn leaves under her feet 
and the wind in the trees. At the end of the 
story, she looks forward to spending a new day 
with her friend.

JOANNE SCHWARTZ is the author of Town 
Is by the Sea, illustrated by Sydney Smith 
(Groundwood, 2017), which won the TD 
Canadian Children’s Literature Award and the 
CILIP Kate Greenaway Medal.

NAHID KAZEMI has received awards for 
her illustrations in Iran and Canada. Nahid 
was nominated for the 2020 Astrid Lindgren 
Memorial Award.

Picture Book
8.125" × 11" • 36 pages
Ages 4 to 8

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: aging; beauty in nature; 
friendship

ALSO BY JOANNE SCHWARTZ

 
RIGHTS HELD: 
World

RIGHTS SOLD: 
English/UK 
Commonwealth, 
Simplified 
Chinese, 

Complex Chinese, French, German, 
Italian, Japanese, Korean, Spanish, 
Vietnamese

THE THREE BROTHERS
WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY  
MARIE-LOUISE GAY

A new picture book from Marie-Louise Gay about three siblings  
in search of wild animals in a changing climate.

Finn and his younger brothers, Leo and 
Ooley, love reading stories about animals living 
in forests, on mountains or in jungles. 
 They set out on a snowy expedition to search 
for wild animals. In their grandfather’s time, 
the forest was full of animals — but today the 
forest is quiet. Where have the animals gone?

MARIE-LOUISE GAY has been nominated twice 
for the prestigious Astrid Lindgren Memorial 
Award and the Hans Christian Andersen 
Award. She has won two Governor General’s 
Literary Awards and the Vicky Metcalf Award 
for Children’s Literature. Marie-Louise’s very 
popular Stella and Sam series (Groundwood) 
has sold over 1 million copies in North America 
and has been translated into more than twenty 
languages.

Picture Book
8" × 10.5" • 40 pages
Ages 4 to 8

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS SOLD: French, Russian

THEMES: siblings; adventure; climate 
change

ALSO BY MARIE-LOUISE GAY

 
RIGHTS HELD: 
World

RIGHTS SOLD: 
French, 
Portuguese 
(Brazil), Turkish

THE OLD WOMAN
WRITTEN BY JOANNE SCHWARTZ 
ILLUSTRATED BY NAHID KAZEMI

A beautiful portrait of an old woman who lives contentedly with her dog, 
from award-winning author Joanne Schwartz and illustrator Nahid Kazemi.
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A little girl and her mother walk home 
from school on a snowy winter day. 
 Ma misses the sun, warmth and colors of 
home, but her daughter sees magic in everything 
— the clouds in the winter sky, the “firework” dis-
play when she throws an armful of snow into the 
air, making snow angels and tasting snowflakes. 

SAUMIYA BALASUBRAMANIAM’s debut 
picture book, When I Found Grandma, 
illustrated by Qin Leng (Groundwood, 2019), 
was described by Publishers Weekly as a “subtle, 
heartfelt story.”

EVA CAMPBELL won the Children’s 
Africana Book Award for her illustrations in 
The Matatu by Eric Walters (Orca, 2016). She 
also illustrated Africville by Shauntay Grant 
(Groundwood, 2018), a USBBY Outstanding 
International Books selection.

Picture Book
8.75" × 10.75" • 32 pages
Ages 3 to 7

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Swedish

THEMES: immigration; being a newcomer; 
adapting

ALSO BY SAUMIYA 
 BALASUBRAMANIAM

 
RIGHTS HELD: World

  FALL 2020

THE BAD CHAIR
WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY  
DASHA TOLSTIKOVA

A charming picture book about feeling left out and the power of 
friendship from the author and illustrator of A Year Without Mom. 

Every evening before brushing their 
teeth and getting ready for bed, Vivi and 
Monkey play the game: Monkey hides under a 
sheet, and Vivi pretends to look for him. Chair 
wishes more than anything that he could play, 
too. So one evening, Chair decides to make 
Monkey late for the game so that Vivi will 
look for him instead. But nothing goes quite 
according to plan!

DASHA TOLSTIKOVA is the author and 
illustrator of the graphic memoir A Year 
Without Mom (Groundwood, 2015), which was 
a Kirkus Best Middle-Grade Book of the Year, 
a USBBY Outstanding International Books 
selection, and which received four starred 
reviews. Dasha has also illustrated The Jacket 
by Kirsten Hall (Enchanted Lion, 2014), a New 
York Times Notable Book.

Picture Book
8.25" × 9.75" • 40 pages
Ages 3 to 7

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: friendship; inclusion; 
acceptance; kindness

ALSO ILLUSTRATED BY 
 DASHA TOLSTIKOVA

RIGHTS HELD: 
World

TWO DROPS OF BROWN 
IN A CLOUD OF WHITE
WRITTEN BY SAUMIYA BALASUBRAMANIAM 
ILLUSTRATED BY EVA CAMPBELL

A child helps her mother feel at home in a new country.
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Our hero travels all alone on a spaceship 
through the universe, past galaxies, comets and 
planets, to go visit his grandmother on Earth 
for the summer holidays. Grandmother takes 
him to visit an ancient cave, where he discovers 
handprints and drawings of unknown animals 
made by human beings just like him.

JAIRO BUITRAGO and RAFAEL YOCKTENG 
have collaborated on several highly acclaimed 
picture books from Groundwood, including 
Jimmy the Greatest! (2012, six starred reviews); 
Two White Rabbits (2015, three starred reviews); 
Walk with Me (2017, three starred reviews, final-
ist for the Kirkus Prize); On the Other Side of 
the Garden (2018, three starred reviews, USBBY 
Outstanding International Books) and Lion 
and Mouse (2019, School Library Journal Best 
Books).

Picture Book
9.75" × 9.75" • 56 pages
Ages 4 to 7

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS SOLD: Swedish 

THEMES: the future; exploration; space 
travel; grandparents

ALSO BY JAIRO BUITRAGO 
AND RAFAEL YOCKTENG

RIGHTS HELD: 
World

A TRIO OF TOLERABLE 
TALES
WRITTEN BY MARGARET ATWOOD 

ILLUSTRATED BY DUŠAN PETRIČIć

Wordplay and outrageous adventures rule the day in these three 
humorous stories.
5.5" × 8.5" • 52 pages • Ages 7 to 10 
 
RIGHTS HELD: World 

Rights Sold: French, German, Italian, Portuguese/Europe, Swedish, Turkish

 
UP IN THE TREE
WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY 
MARGARET ATWOOD

Originally published in 1976, this whimsical story about two 
children who live in a tree is a vintage classic. 
10.06" × 6.63" • 32 pages • Ages 3 to 7 
 
Rights Held: World 
Rights Sold: Italian, Portuguese/Europe, Simplified Chinese, Spanish, 
Swedish, Turkish

MARGARET ATWOOD is the author of more than forty books of fic-
tion, poetry and critical essays. She is a two-time winner of the Gover-
nor General’s Award, has won the Man Booker Prize and was inducted 
into Canada’s Walk of Fame. Margaret Atwood lives in Toronto.

Margaret AtwoodCAVE PAINTINGS
WRITTEN BY JAIRO BUITRAGO 
ILLUSTRATED BY RAFAEL YOCKTENG 
TRANSLATED BY ELISA AMADO

A space adventure culminates in discovering art painted millennia earlier 
by a human being just like our hero. 
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TRAVELS IN CUBA
WRITTEN BY MARIE-LOUISE GAY AND DAVID HOMEL
ILLUSTRATED BY MARIE-LOUISE GAY

Even for an experienced traveler like Charlie, Cuba is a place unlike any he has 
visited before — an island full of surprises, secrets and puzzling contradictions.

Chapter Book
5.5" × 8.5" • 128 pages
Ages 7 to 10

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: family vacation; 
exploration and adventure; 
Caribbean culture

When Charlie’s artist mother is invited to visit 
a school in Cuba, the whole family goes along on the 
trip. But the island they discover is a far cry from the 
all-inclusive resorts that Charlie has heard his friends 
talk about.
 Charlie has never visited a country as strange and 
puzzling as Cuba. Where Havana’s grand Hotel Nacional 
sits next to buildings that seem to be crumbling before 
his very eyes. Where there are many different kinds of 
walls — from Havana’s famous sea wall to the invisible 
ones that seem aimed at keeping tourists and locals apart. 
 As he goes from one strange and marvelous escapade 
to another, Charlie finds that his expectations about a 
place and its people are overturned again and again.
 
DAVID HOMEL is an award-winning novelist, screen-
writer, journalist and translator. He has won the 
Governor General’s Award for translation, the Hugh 
MacLennan Prize and the Jewish Public Library Award 
for fiction. This is the fifth chapter book that husband-
and-wife duo David Homel and MARIE-LOUISE GAY 
have written together.

Fiction

TRAVELS WITH MY FAMILY

Family vacations are supposed to be something to look forward to, but Charlie’s parents 
have a habit of turning every vacation into a risky proposition — by accident, of course! 

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS SOLD: French/North America (#1-4), Croatian (#3), Macedonian (#1), Serbian (#2-4)

ON THE ROAD AGAIN

The family is on the road again — this time to spend a year in a tiny village in southern France.

SUMMER IN THE CITY

This summer, Charlie’s family is staying put in their hometown — Montreal, Canada. He 
is doubtful at first but decides that there may be adventures and profit to be had in his own 
neighborhood.

THE TRAVELING CIRCUS

This time, Charlie and his family are heading to an island in Croatia, a country he has never 
even heard of. An incredibly beautiful country that lives in the shadow of war and conflict.
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SLEEPING WITH THE LIGHT ON
WRITTEN BY DAVID UNGER
ILLUSTRATED BY CARLOS VÉLEZ AGUILERA 

Life in Guatemala is simple for Davico … until the soldiers invade, and 
the blackouts begin.

Chapter Book
5" × 7.5" • 64 pages
Ages 6 to 9

RIGHTS HELD: World 

Themes: Guatemala; immigration 
and emigration; civil war 

Davico lives with his family on the second floor 
of La Casita — the Little House — in Guatemala City 
in the 1950s. But it’s not just a little house — it’s also a 
restaurant! Davico and his brother Felipe love to spend 
time playing in the restaurant kitchen watching the 
lobster they’ve named Genghis Khan crawl around its 
glass tank. But one day, Davico hears shooting in the 
streets. There are blackouts every evening, and people 
stop coming to the restaurant. Finally, Davico’s parents 
tell him that it’s time to leave for the United States of 
America, where no one speaks Spanish and everything 
is different.

Includes ten black-and-white illustrations.

DAVID UNGER is an award-winning translator 
and author born in Guatemala. His work has been 
translated into Italian, Spanish and Chinese. In 2014 
he was awarded Guatemala’s highest literary prize, El 
Premio Nacional de Literatura Miguel Ángel Asturias, 
for lifetime achievement. David is the US rep for the 
Guadalajara International Book Fair.

CARLOS VÉLEZ AGUILERA has illustrated more than 
twenty books for children and is the author-illustrator of 
the innovative graphic novel Salón Destino. He has been 
recognized with two illustration awards in the catalogue 
for the International Children’s and Youth Book Fair in 
Mexico. Carlos lives in Mexico City.
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THE STRAY AND THE STRANGERS
WRITTEN BY STEVEN HEIGHTON
ILLUSTRATED BY MELISSA IWAI

A stray dog befriends an orphan boy in a refugee camp on a Greek island. 
Based on a true story.

Chapter Book
5" × 7.5" • 112 pages
Ages 6 to 9

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS SOLD: English Audio 

THEMES: emigration and 
immigration; refugees; 
homelessness

Kanella is a scrawny, nervous stray — intimidated 
by the harbor cats and the other dogs that compete for 
handouts on the pier. 

One spring day, a dinghy filled with weary, desperate 
strangers comes to shore. Other boats follow, crowded 
with refugees who are homeless and hungry. Kanella 
follows them as they are taken to a temporary refugee 
camp. There she is given shelter and comes to trust an 
aid worker. 

Then, one day, a little boy arrives. He seems to have 
no family, and he sleeps on a cot in the food hut, where 
Kanella keeps him warm and calm. 

But life in a refugee camp is uncertain at best. Where 
will Kanella and the boy go? Will they ever find a 
permanent home?

Includes nine black-and-white illustrations and a map. 

STEVEN HEIGHTON is an award-winning author of 
poetry, novels and short stories. His work has been 
translated into twelve languages, and his most recent 
novel, The Nightingale Won’t Let You Sleep (Penguin 
Random House, 2017), was published to rave reviews and 
has just been optioned for film. His most recent volume of 
poetry, The Waking Comes Late (House of Anansi, 2016), 
won the Governor General’s Award for Poetry. 

MELISSA IWAI is an author and illustrator. She has 
illustrated over thirty books, including Thirty Minutes 
Over Oregon, written by Marc Tyler Nobleman (Clarion 
Books, 2018), which was an Orbis Pictus Honor Book for 
Outstanding Nonfiction.
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Middle-Grade Fiction
5" × 7.5" • 224 pages 
Ages 9 to 12

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS SOLD: English Audio 

THEMES: Judaism; Catholicism; 
miracle; hate crimes

33
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NO VACANCY
WRITTEN BY TZIPORAH COHEN

With the help of her Catholic friend, an eleven-year-old Jewish girl creates 
a provocative local tourist attraction to save her family’s failing motel.

Buying and moving into the run-down Jewel Motor 
Inn in upstate New York wasn’t eleven-year-old Miriam 
Brockman’s dream, but at least it’s an adventure. Miriam soon 
befriends Kate, whose grandmother owns the diner next door.

When it becomes clear that only a miracle is going to 
save the Jewel from bankruptcy, Miriam and Kate decide 
to create a surprising tourist attraction — and it works!

In the end, a shocking incident of anti-Semitism 
threatens her new home as well as the growing friendships 
within the Jewel’s diverse community. And unless Miriam 
finds a way to resolve all the hurt and fear, the No Vacancy 
sign will come down for good, and she will lose the life she’s 
worked so hard to build.

TZIPORAH (TZIPPY) COHEN graduated from Harvard 
Medical School, and then received an MFA in Writing 
for Children and Young Adults from Vermont College 
of Fine Arts. She now splits her time between writing 
and working as an oncology/palliative care psychiatrist.

“Debut author Cohen displays a knack for storytelling 
that makes this a thoughtful, engrossing, funny read.”
— Horn Book

Young-Adult Fiction
5.5" × 8.5" • 192 pages
Ages 12 to 16

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS SOLD: English Audio, 
Simplified Chinese

THEMES: juvenile delinquency; 
child suicide; magical realism

With the unexpected help of a giant prehistoric sloth, ghostly 
grandfathers return to help a suicidal teenager. 

Winning a national high-school geography 
competition should be the high point of Jomon’s life. 
So why does he heave his hard-won medal through the 
front window of a liquor store? Why does a teenaged boy 
decide life is not worth living? 

Arrested by police and detained in a jail cell, Jomon 
is jolted out of his suicidal thoughts by the sudden 
appearance of another teenaged boy — who claims to be 
his great-great-grandfather …

Meanwhile, across town, a life-sized exhibit of a giant 
prehistoric sloth disappears overnight to come to Jomon’s 
aid in a wondrous fashion.

Deborah Ellis comes at the timely and difficult issue 
of child suicide with restraint, compassion and freshness 
in this fable-like story.        

DEBORAH ELLIS is a Member of the Order of Canada. 
She has won the Governor General’s Award, the 
University of California’s Middle East Book Award, 
Sweden’s Peter Pan Prize and the Jane Addams Children’s 
Book Award. She is best known for her Breadwinner 
series, which has been published in twenty-five languages, 
has sold more than 2.5 million copies worldwide and was 
adapted as an Oscar®-nominated animated feature film.

THE GREATS
WRITTEN BY DEBORAH ELLIS 
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MY BODY IN PIECES
WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY MARIE-NOËLLE HÉBERT

TRANSLATED BY SHELLEY TANAKA

Graphic Novels

A deeply emotional graphic memoir of a young woman’s struggles with 
self-esteem and body image.

11.6" × 8.7" • 104 pages
Ages 14 to 18

RIGHTS HELD: World English

THEMES: body image; girls and 
women; self-esteem; memoir

All Marie-Noëlle wants is to be thin and 
beautiful. She wishes that her thighs were slimmer, that 
her stomach lay flatter. Maybe then her parents wouldn’t 
make fun of her eating habits at family dinners, the 
girls at school wouldn’t call her ugly, and the boy she 
likes would ask her out. This all-too-relatable memoir 
follows Marie-Noëlle from childhood to her twenties, as 
she navigates what it means to be born into a body that 
doesn’t fall within society’s beauty standards.

MARIE-NOËLLE HÉBERT lives in Montreal. Largely 
self-taught, she studied advertising illustration at 
Collège Salette. She did a series of illustrations for the 
documentary Carricks, dans le sillage des Irlandais by 
Viveka Melki (Tortuga Films, 2017) and illustrated the 
children’s book Le voyage de Kalak (Cuento de luz, 2018). 
My Body in Pieces is her first graphic novel.

SHELLEY TANAKA is an award-winning author, 
translator and editor who has written and translated 
more than thirty books for children and young adults.
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SKIM
MARIKO TAMAKI AND JILLIAN TAMAKI 

Teen life in all its dramatic complexities is explored in this touching, 
pitch-perfect, literary graphic masterpiece. 

6.75" × 10" • 144 pages • Ages 14 and up 
RIGHTS HELD: World 
RIGHTS SOLD: UK Commonwealth, French, German, Italian, Swedish

A YEAR WITHOUT MOM
DASHA TOLSTIKOVA 

This stunning graphic-novel debut follows twelve-year-old Dasha 
through a year full of turmoil after her mother leaves for America.  

6.5" × 8.5" • 168 pages • Ages 10 to 14  
RIGHTS HELD: World 
RIGHTS SOLD: Complex Chinese, Korean, Swedish

 

THE BREADWINNER 
A GRAPHIC NOVEL
Based on the original book by DEBORAH ELLIS 
Adapted from the feature film directed by NORA TWOMEY

A beautiful graphic-novel adaptation of the Oscar®-nominated  
animated film The Breadwinner (Best Animated Feature).

6.875" × 10.0625" • 80 pages • Ages 10 to 14 
RIGHTS HELD: World 
RIGHTS SOLD: English/UK Commonwealth, English/ANZ, Arabic, Complex 
Chinese, French/Europe, French/North America, Italian, Spanish/Mexico and 
Latin America

OPERATIC
WRITTEN BY KYO MACLEAR
ILLUSTRATED BY BYRON EGGENSCHWILER 

A coming-of-age story of friendship, first crushes, opera and the 
high drama of middle school.

6.5 " × 9 " • 160 pages
Ages 10 to 14

RIGHTS HELD: World

RIGHTS SOLD: French, Italian

THEMES: friendship; first 
crushes; musical inspiration; 
identity; acceptance; LGBTQ 
experiences

It’s almost the end of middle school, and Charlie 
has to find her perfect song for a music class assignment. 
But it’s hard to concentrate when she can’t stop noticing 
her classmate Emile, or wondering about Luka, who 
hasn’t been to school in weeks. Then, Charlie discovers 
the music of opera singer Maria Callas. Charlie admires 
her passion for singing and her ability to express herself 
fully through her music. Can Charlie follow the example 
of the ultimate diva, Maria Callas, when it comes to her 
own life?

KYO MACLEAR is a beloved author whose recent 
children’s books include The Story Boat, illustrated by 
Rashin Kheiriyeh (Tundra, 2020); It Began with a Page, 
illustrated by Julie Morstad (Tundra, 2019); Bloom, 
illustrated by Julie Morstad (Tundra, 2018) and Yak and 
Dove, illustrated by Esmé Shapiro (Tundra, 2017). 
 

BYRON EGGENSCHWILER has illustrated Song for the 
Snow by Jon-Erik Lappano (Groundwood, 2021) and 
Coyote Tales by Thomas King (Groundwood, 2017), 
among other titles.

 “Pitch-perfect… A poignant, pithy, and arrestingly 
illustrated story.” — Booklist, starred review

“Operatic is stunning… The atmosphere is tantalizing 
and rich, and the story is not one I will soon forget.”  
— Tillie Walden, Eisner Award winning creator of Are 
You Listening? (First Second, 2019)
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Non-FictionCITY OF WATER 
WRITTEN BY ANDREA CURTIS
ILLUSTRATED BY KATY DOCKRILL

The second book in the ThinkCities series explores water as a precious, finite 
resource, tracing its journey from source, through the city, and back again.

Living in cities where water f lows 
effortlessly from our taps and fountains, 
it’s easy to take it for granted. City of Water 
shines a light on the water system that is vital 
for our health and well-being. The narrative 
traces the journey of water from the forests, 
mountains, lakes, rivers and wetlands that form 
the watershed, through pipes and treatment 
facilities, into our taps, fire hydrants and toilets, 
then out through storm and sewer systems 
toward wastewater treatment plants and back 
into the watershed.

Includes practical steps that kids can take to 
help conserve water.

ANDREA CURTIS’s non-fiction titles include 
A Forest in the City, illustrated by Pierre Pratt 
(Groundwood, 2019); Eat This! (Red Deer 
Press, 2018), which received starred reviews 
from Kirkus and School Library Journal; and 
What’s for Lunch? (Red Deer Press, 2012), which 
was on VOYA’s Honor List. She has also written 
the young adult novel Big Water (Orca, 2018) 
and teaches creative writing to kids. 

KATY DOCKRILL is an honors graduate from 
Ontario College of Art and Design. She has 
illustrated A Voice for the Spirit Bears by Carmen 
Oliver (Kids Can Press, 2019), among other titles, 
as well as many covers for children’s novels. 

Non-Fiction Picture Book
8.75" × 10.625" • 40 pages
Ages 8 to 12

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: water cycle; city and town life; 
conservation; climate change

Groundwood’s new ThinkCities series is inspired by the urgency for new approaches to city life as 
a result of climate change, population growth and increased density. It highlights the challenges 
and risks cities face, but also offers hope for building resilience, sustainability and quality of life as 
young people act as advocates for themselves and their communities.

ThinkCities
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A FOREST IN THE CITY 
WRITTEN BY ANDREA CURTIS
ILLUSTRATED BY PIERRE PRATT

The first book in the ThinkCities series takes a look at the urban forest 
and the question of how we can live in harmony with city trees.

This beautiful book of narrative non-
fiction looks at the urban forest, starting with a 
bird’s-eye view of the tree canopy, then swoop-
ing down to street level, digging deep into the 
ground, then moving up through a tree’s trunk, 
back into the leaves and branches. 

Trees make our cities more beautiful and 
provide shade but they also fight climate change 
and pollution, benefit our health and connec-
tions to one another, provide food and shelter 
for wildlife, and much more. It is vital that we 
nurture our city forests.

Includes a list of activities to help the urban 
forest and a glossary.

PIERRE PRATT has won the Golden Apple 
and Plaque at the Biennial of Illustrations in 
Bratislava, the UNICEF Prize in Bologna and 
a Totem at the Montreuil Salon du Livre in 
France. Other awards include the TD Canadian 
Children’s Literature Award, the Governor 
General’s Literary Award (three times) and a 
Boston Globe–Horn Book Award Honor. He 
has also been nominated for the Hans Christian 
Andersen Award.

“This first entry in the narrative nonfiction 
ThinkCities series provides an informative look at 
the necessity of trees in urban environments.”
 — Publishers Weekly

Non-Fiction Picture Book
8.5" × 10.625" • 40 pages
Ages 8 to 12

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: urban environment; urban 
trees; forestry

Next in the ThinkCities series: City Streets Are for People, coming in Spring 2022

ThinkCities
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MY BOOK OF BUTTERFLIES 
WRITTEN AND ILLUSTRATED BY GERALDO VALÉRIO 

A stunning album of butterflies from around the world.

Geraldo Valério grew up in Brazil, 
watching white butterflies visit the vegetable 
patch behind his house. As he got older, he 
learned more about these unique and beautiful 
insects, which can be found on every continent 
except Antarctica. In this stunningly illustrated 
album, he presents his favorite butterfly species, 
from Monarchs and Giant Swallowtails, to 
Blue Morphos and Common Windmills. 
Each collage illustration is accompanied by a 
fascinating fact. 

Includes an introduction, world map, 
glossary, index and suggestions for further 
reading.

GERALDO VALÉRIO was born in Brazil, 
where he received a Bachelor of Arts in 
Drawing, followed by a Master of Arts at New 
York University. His many highly acclaimed 
books include At the Pond (Groundwood, 
2020); Friends (Groundwood, 2019); and Blue 
Rider (Groundwood, 2018), which received 
wide acclaim from the New York Times and the 
Wall Street Journal, and starred reviews from 
Publishers Weekly and Kirkus. His books have 
been published in nine territories.
 

Non-Fiction Picture Book
9.25" × 12.25" • 60 pages
Ages 5 and up

RIGHTS HELD: World

THEMES: insects; natural world; biology

ALSO BY GERALDO VALÉRIO

 
 
RIGHTS HELD: 
World

RIGHTS SOLD: 
English/UK 
Commonwealth, 
French/Europe
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GERMANY

Fiction works only, Paul & Peter Fritz Agency
Antonia Fritz | afritz@fritzagency.com

SPAIN, PORTUGAL, LATIN AMERICA AND BRAZIL

Fiction works only, Casanovas & Lynch Literary Agency
Marina Penalva Halpin | marina@casanovaslynch.com

CHINA

Complex Chinese
Bardon Chinese Media Agency, Cynthia Chang | cynthia@bardonchinese.com

Simplified Chinese
Bardon Chinese Media Agency, Shirley Vivi | shirley.vivi@bardonchinese.com 

JAPAN

Japan Uni Agency, Inc.
Picture Books: Takeshi Oyama | takeshi.oyama@japanuni.co.jp
Fiction and Graphic Novels: Maiko Fujinaga | maiko.fujinaga@japanuni.co.jp

POLAND

Book/lab Literary Agency, Piotr Wawrzeńczyk | piotr@literatura.com.pl

KOREA

Choicemaker Korea, Ha Young Choi | young@thechoicemaker.com

TURKEY

AnatoliaLit Agency, Cansu Akkoyun | c.akkoyun@anatolialit.com
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