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3 to 6 years3 to 6 years
Preschool to First Grade

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / New ExperienceJUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / New Experience

JUV039090

JUVENILE FICTION / Family / GeneralJUVENILE FICTION / Family / General

JUV013000

JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Emotions &JUVENILE FICTION / Social Themes / Emotions &
FeelingsFeelings

JUV039050

Pub Date:Pub Date:

Extent:Extent:

Trim:Trim:

hardcover jacket / $19.99 CADhardcover jacket / $19.99 CAD
9781773069869

9781773069876 / epub
9781773069883 / mobi

Visit groundwoodbooks.com for more
information such as Reading Levels, Common
Core Standards & Educator Resources.

DO YOU REMEMBER?DO YOU REMEMBER?
written and illustrated by Sydney Smith

From the creator of From the creator of Small in the CitySmall in the City and the illustrator of and the illustrator of
Town Is by the SeaTown Is by the Sea and  and Sidewalk FlowersSidewalk Flowers, comes a moving, comes a moving
look at how memories are made.look at how memories are made.

Tucked in bed at a new apartment, a boy and his mother trade
memories. Some are idyllic, like a picnic with Dad, but others are
more surprising: a fall from a bike into soft piled hay, the smell of an
old oil lamp when a rainstorm blew the power out.

Now it’s just the two of them, and the house where all of those
memories happened is far away. But maybe someday, this will be a
favourite memory, too: happy and sad, an end and a beginning
intertwined.

Do You Remember? is another unforgettable book from award-
winning author and illustrator Sydney Smith.

Town Is by the Sea by Joanne Schwartz has sold 20,000 copies;
Sidewalk Flowers by JonArno Lawson has sold 54,000 copies;
The White Cat and the Monk by Jo Ellen Bogart has sold 22,000
copies.

Do You Remember? is the second book that Sydney has both
written and illustrated, following the success of Small in the
City, which has sold almost 5,000 copies in Canada.

This story will resonate with any child going through a big
change — a move, parents separating — as they look backward
and forward at their life.

Sydney’s beautiful watercolour illustrations flip between full
spreads and smaller panels to pull the reader through the quick
flashes of memory and slower moments of tenderness between
mother and son.

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES

 

3 October 2023

40 pages

9.00 in x 10.00 in

SYDNEY SMITHSYDNEY SMITH is the creator of Small in the City,
which received the Kate Greenaway Medal and the
Ezra Jack Keats Award. Other books he has
illustrated include The White Cat and the Monk by Jo
Ellen Bogart; Sidewalk Flowers by JonArno Lawson;
and Town Is by the Sea by Joanne Schwartz, which
received the Kate Greenaway Medal. His other
accolades include two Governor General’s Awards
and four New York Times Best Illustrated Book of the
Year citations. He is also the illustrator of I Talk Like a
River by Jordan Scott, which received the Schneider
Family Book Award and the Boston Globe–Horn
Book Award, and My Baba’s Garden, also written by
Jordan Scott. Sydney lives with his family in Halifax,
Nova Scotia.
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Town Is by the SeaTown Is by the Sea and  and Sidewalk FlowersSidewalk Flowers, comes a moving, comes a moving
look at how memories are made.look at how memories are made.

Tucked in bed at a new apartment, a boy and his mother trade
memories. Some are idyllic, like a picnic with Dad, but others are
more surprising: a fall from a bike into soft piled hay, the smell of an
old oil lamp when a rainstorm blew the power out.

Now it’s just the two of them, and the house where all of those
memories happened is far away. But maybe someday, this will be a
favourite memory, too: happy and sad, an end and a beginning
intertwined.

Do You Remember? is another unforgettable book from award-
winning author and illustrator Sydney Smith.

Town Is by the Sea by Joanne Schwartz has sold 20,000 copies;
Sidewalk Flowers by JonArno Lawson has sold 54,000 copies;
The White Cat and the Monk by Jo Ellen Bogart has sold 22,000
copies.

Do You Remember? is the second book that Sydney has both
written and illustrated, following the success of Small in the
City, which has sold almost 5,000 copies in Canada.

This story will resonate with any child going through a big
change — a move, parents separating — as they look backward
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SYDNEY SMITHSYDNEY SMITH is the creator of Small in the City,
which received the Kate Greenaway Medal and the
Ezra Jack Keats Award. Other books he has
illustrated include The White Cat and the Monk by Jo
Ellen Bogart; Sidewalk Flowers by JonArno Lawson;
and Town Is by the Sea by Joanne Schwartz, which
received the Kate Greenaway Medal. His other
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and four New York Times Best Illustrated Book of the
Year citations. He is also the illustrator of I Talk Like a
River by Jordan Scott, which received the Schneider
Family Book Award and the Boston Globe–Horn
Book Award, and My Baba’s Garden, also written by
Jordan Scott. Sydney lives with his family in Halifax,
Nova Scotia.
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3 to 6 years3 to 6 years
Preschool to First Grade

JUVENILE FICTION / People & Places / IndigenousJUVENILE FICTION / People & Places / Indigenous
Peoples of Turtle Island / GeneralPeoples of Turtle Island / General

JUV030090

JUVENILE FICTION / People & Places / United States /JUVENILE FICTION / People & Places / United States /
Native AmericanNative American

JUV011040

JUVENILE FICTION / Science & Nature / EnvironmentJUVENILE FICTION / Science & Nature / Environment

JUV029010

Pub Date:Pub Date:

Extent:Extent:

Trim:Trim:

hardcover jacket / $21.99 CAD / $21.99 USDhardcover jacket / $21.99 CAD / $21.99 USD
9781773068466

9781773068480 / epub
9781773068473 / mobi

Visit groundwoodbooks.com for more
information such as Reading Levels, Common
Core Standards & Educator Resources.

MNOOMIN MAAN'GOWING /MNOOMIN MAAN'GOWING /
THE GIFT OF MNOOMINTHE GIFT OF MNOOMIN 
written by Brittany Luby
illustrated by Joshua Mangeshig Pawis-Steckley
translated by Mary Ann Corbiere

In this bilingual book, an Anishinaabe child explores theIn this bilingual book, an Anishinaabe child explores the
story of a precious mnoomin seed and the circle of lifestory of a precious mnoomin seed and the circle of life
mnoomin sustains.mnoomin sustains.

Written in Anishinaabemowin and English, the story opens at harvest
time. A child holds a mnoomin seed and imagines all the life that
made a single seed possible—Mayfly, Pike, Muskrat, Eagle and
Moose, all had a part to play in bringing the seed into being. What
will happen if the seed sprouts? Underwater leaves will shelter young
fish, shoots will protect ducklings, stalks will feed larvae, in turn
providing food for bats…until finally mnoomin will be ready to
harvest again.

We follow the child and family through a harvest day as they make
offerings of tobacco, then gently knock ripe seeds into their canoe.
On shore, they prepare the seeds, cook up a feast, and gratefully
plant some seeds they’d set aside.

This beautifully written and illustrated story reveals the cultural and
ecological importance of mnoomin. As the author’s note explains,
many Anishinaabeg agree that “wild rice” is an inaccurate term for
this plant relation, since part of the harvest is sown every year to help
sustain human and non-human beings. Includes a translator’s note.

A new picture book from the creators of Mii maanda ezhi-
gkendmaanh / This Is How I Know, winner of the Indigenous
Voices Award (2022), the Ruth and Sylvia Schwartz Children’s
Book Award (2022), and finalist for the Governor General’s
Literary Award (2021). 

Inspired by Brittany’s involvement in the Manomin Project — a
community restoration initiative in partnership with
Niisaachewan Anishinaabe Nation focused on mnoomin care,
cultural revitalization and treaty living. 

Introduces a culturally significant food of the Anishinaabeg,
along with a worldview that embraces Indigenous ecological
knowledge and environmental knowledge. 

News reports tend to focus on conflicts over mnoomin grown
in lakes shared with cottagers. The book shares with readers the
larger cultural and environmental context for this plant and the
importance of mnoomin to Indigenous food sovereignty. 

Contributes to the growing body of First Nations children’s
literature and supports the revitalization of the
Anishinaabemowin language. (The title in Anishinaabemowin —
Mnoomin maan’gowing — is pronounced mno-min mon-guh-
wing.)

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES

 

3 October 2023

36 pages

8.75 in x 8.50 in

BRITTANY LUBYBRITTANY LUBY, of Anishinaabe descent, was
raised on Treaty #3 Lands in what is currently known
as northwestern Ontario. She is an associate
professor of history at the University of Guelph who
seeks to stimulate public discussion of Indigenous
issues through her work. Her picture books include
the award-winning Mii maanda ezhi-gkendmaanh /
This Is How I Know, illustrated by Joshua Mangeshig
Pawis-Steckley. Brittany now lives on territories
cared for under the Dish with One Spoon Covenant.

JOSHUA MANGESHIG PAWIS-STECKLEYJOSHUA MANGESHIG PAWIS-STECKLEY is an
Ojibwe woodland artist and a member of
Wasauksing First Nation. His art aims to reclaim and
promote traditional Ojibwe stories and teachings in
a contemporary woodland style. He has held several
solo art exhibitions across Turtle Island. Joshua has
illustrated the award-winning picture book Mii
maanda ezhi-gkendmaanh / This Is How I Know by
Brittany Luby, among others. He spends his time
living both in Vancouver and Wasauksing First
Nation.
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many Anishinaabeg agree that “wild rice” is an inaccurate term for
this plant relation, since part of the harvest is sown every year to help
sustain human and non-human beings. Includes a translator’s note.

A new picture book from the creators of Mii maanda ezhi-
gkendmaanh / This Is How I Know, winner of the Indigenous
Voices Award (2022), the Ruth and Sylvia Schwartz Children’s
Book Award (2022), and finalist for the Governor General’s
Literary Award (2021). 

Inspired by Brittany’s involvement in the Manomin Project — a
community restoration initiative in partnership with
Niisaachewan Anishinaabe Nation focused on mnoomin care,
cultural revitalization and treaty living. 

Introduces a culturally significant food of the Anishinaabeg,
along with a worldview that embraces Indigenous ecological
knowledge and environmental knowledge. 

News reports tend to focus on conflicts over mnoomin grown
in lakes shared with cottagers. The book shares with readers the
larger cultural and environmental context for this plant and the
importance of mnoomin to Indigenous food sovereignty. 
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3 to 6 years3 to 6 years
Preschool to First Grade

JUVENILE FICTION / Family / ParentsJUVENILE FICTION / Family / Parents

JUV013060

JUVENILE FICTION / Business, Careers, OccupationsJUVENILE FICTION / Business, Careers, Occupations

JUV006000

JUVENILE FICTION / Girls & WomenJUVENILE FICTION / Girls & Women

JUV014000

Pub Date:Pub Date:

Extent:Extent:

Trim:Trim:

hardcover jacket / $21.99 CAD / $19.99 USDhardcover jacket / $21.99 CAD / $19.99 USD
9781773068305

9781773068329 / epub
9781773068312 / mobi

Visit groundwoodbooks.com for more
information such as Reading Levels, Common
Core Standards & Educator Resources.

MY MOTHER WAS A NANNYMY MOTHER WAS A NANNY
written and illustrated by Laura James

A girl longs for her mother’s attention. But Mummy is alwaysA girl longs for her mother’s attention. But Mummy is always
busy helping everyone else and their children!busy helping everyone else and their children!

Day by day, the narrator recalls what it was like growing up with her
mother, who was a nanny, as well as a friend, baker, maker, teacher,
cleaner and more. As the youngest in her family, the girl stayed home
and helped amuse the children her mother looked after. She went
along on trips to the Caribbean greengrocer in their Brooklyn
neighborhood, where her mother would almost always forget to buy
her favorite fruit. She eavesdropped on her mother’s conversations,
waiting for her turn to talk, only to be shooed away. She even
accompanied her mother on office-cleaning expeditions on
Saturdays. Mummy seldom had a moment to spare. 

But looking back on a special surprise one Easter Sunday, the
narrator realizes that her mother was always thinking about her own
children, in spite of the demands of her domestic work and the
central role she played in her community.

Based on Laura James’ childhood in Brooklyn, and accompanied by
her gorgeous, vibrant illustrations, this simple story is a moving
reflection of race, class and labor in North America, including the
Caribbean.

This book shines a light on a subject rarely seen in picture
books — the life of a nanny as seen through the eyes of her
own child. 

The story was inspired by Laura James’ paintings in the Nanny
Series, which combine memories from her childhood with
surrealist painting and post-colonial theory to address issues of
gender, work and motherhood in the lives of domestic
workers. 

Nannies have touched so many people’s lives, says James, but
they are almost invisible in mainstream art/popular culture. 

The author is well-known for her art in the tradition of Ethiopian
iconography. Many of her paintings address race and class in
America and the Caribbean. 

James is also involved in her community as a board member,
manager of the community garden, arts activist and the founder
of BX200: The Bronx Visual Artist Directory.

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES

 

5 September 2023

32 pages

9.12 in x 8.00 in

 LAURA JAMESLAURA JAMES is a self-taught painter and
illustrator whose African- and Caribbean-American
heritage and love of color, design and story inform
her work. This book was inspired by her mother, a
homemaker, nanny and domestic worker, along with
Laura’s paintings in the Nanny Series. Her art has
appeared in many solo and group exhibitions,
textbooks and film, and the picture books Anna
Carries Water and Boonoonoonous Hair! both by
Olive Senior. Laura lives in the Bronx, New York.
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3 to 6 years3 to 6 years
Preschool to First Grade

JUVENILE FICTION / Sports & Recreation / Ice SkatingJUVENILE FICTION / Sports & Recreation / Ice Skating

JUV032120

JUVENILE FICTION / Stories in VerseJUVENILE FICTION / Stories in Verse

JUV057000

JUVENILE FICTION / People & Places / Canada /JUVENILE FICTION / People & Places / Canada /
GeneralGeneral

JUV030030

Pub Date:Pub Date:

Extent:Extent:

Trim:Trim:

hardcover jacket / $19.99 CAD / $19.99 USDhardcover jacket / $19.99 CAD / $19.99 USD
9781773067049

9781773067056 / epub
9781773067834 / mobi

Visit groundwoodbooks.com for more
information such as Reading Levels, Common
Core Standards & Educator Resources.

SKATING WILD ON AN INLANDSKATING WILD ON AN INLAND
SEASEA
written by Jean E. Pendziwol
illustrated by Todd Stewart

Let’s go! Experience the magic of skating on wild ice.Let’s go! Experience the magic of skating on wild ice.

Two children wake up to hear the lake singing, then the wind begins
wailing … or is it a wolf? They bundle up and venture out into the
cold, carrying their skates. On the snow-covered shore, they spot
tracks made by fox, deer, hare, mink, otter … and the wolf! In the bay,
the ice is thick and smooth. They lace up their skates, step onto the
ice, stroking and gliding, and the great lake sings again.

In her signature poetic style, Jean E. Pendziwol describes the
exhilarating experience of skating on the wild ice of Lake Superior,
including the haunting singing that occurs as the ice expands and
contracts. Accompanied by Todd Stewart’s breathtaking illustrations,
this book will make us all long to skate wild!

The book looks at the thrilling, magical northern experience of
skating on wild ice through the lenses of a lyrical writer and a
gifted illustrator.

Jean E. Pendziwol’s poetic picture books receive high acclaim
and sell internationally. 

Todd Stewart’s debut picture book The Wind in the Trees
(Quand le vent souffle) was a finalist for the Governor General’s
Literary Award and the TD Canadian Children’s Literature Award.

In school settings, the book could be used to teach language
and science.

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES

 

3 October 2023

32 pages

9.50 in x 11.50 in

JEAN E. PENDZIWOL’SJEAN E. PENDZIWOL’S highly acclaimed picture
books include When I Listen to Silence, illustrated by
Carmen Mok; I Found Hope in a Cherry Tree,
illustrated by Nathalie Dion; Me and You and the
Red Canoe, illustrated by Phil; and Once Upon a
Northern Night, illustrated by Isabelle Arsenault
(finalist for the Governor General’s Literary Award
and the TD Canadian Children’s Literature Award).
She lives in Northwestern Ontario on the shores of
Lake Superior.

TODD STEWARTTODD STEWART is an illustrator and printmaker.
His debut picture book, The Wind in the Trees
(Quand le vent souffle), was a finalist for the TD
Canadian Children’s Literature Award and the
Governor General’s Literary Award. He has also
illustrated Flow, Spin, Grow by Patchen Barss and
See You Next Year by Andrew Larsen, among other
titles. Todd’s screen-printed art has been shown in
public and private exhibitions across Canada. He
lives in Montreal, Quebec.
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the ice is thick and smooth. They lace up their skates, step onto the
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exhilarating experience of skating on the wild ice of Lake Superior,
including the haunting singing that occurs as the ice expands and
contracts. Accompanied by Todd Stewart’s breathtaking illustrations,
this book will make us all long to skate wild!

The book looks at the thrilling, magical northern experience of
skating on wild ice through the lenses of a lyrical writer and a
gifted illustrator.

Jean E. Pendziwol’s poetic picture books receive high acclaim
and sell internationally. 

Todd Stewart’s debut picture book The Wind in the Trees
(Quand le vent souffle) was a finalist for the Governor General’s
Literary Award and the TD Canadian Children’s Literature Award.
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books include When I Listen to Silence, illustrated by
Carmen Mok; I Found Hope in a Cherry Tree,
illustrated by Nathalie Dion; Me and You and the
Red Canoe, illustrated by Phil; and Once Upon a
Northern Night, illustrated by Isabelle Arsenault
(finalist for the Governor General’s Literary Award
and the TD Canadian Children’s Literature Award).
She lives in Northwestern Ontario on the shores of
Lake Superior.

TODD STEWARTTODD STEWART is an illustrator and printmaker.
His debut picture book, The Wind in the Trees
(Quand le vent souffle), was a finalist for the TD
Canadian Children’s Literature Award and the
Governor General’s Literary Award. He has also
illustrated Flow, Spin, Grow by Patchen Barss and
See You Next Year by Andrew Larsen, among other
titles. Todd’s screen-printed art has been shown in
public and private exhibitions across Canada. He
lives in Montreal, Quebec.
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THE ANIMALS COME OUTTHE ANIMALS COME OUT
written by Susan Vande Griek
illustrated by Josée Bisaillon

Do you ever wonder what could happen if we all hid away? IfDo you ever wonder what could happen if we all hid away? If
we stayed in, we just might see … the animals come out!we stayed in, we just might see … the animals come out!

A delightful series of poems describes the many animals that emerge
from the woods, the hills and the skies when we are not around. Peek
out your window and watch the deer grazing under the streetlights,
the rabbits hopping through our vegetable gardens, and the ducks
quack quack quacking along the sidewalks. 

The Animals Come Out was inspired by the wildlife seen in quieted
urban areas during the early days of the COVID-19 pandemic, a
situation that young readers may well remember. But this book also
encourages readers to be aware that, in fact, we share the outdoors
with these animals all the time, and to consider the impact that we
have upon them.

Inspires empathy and understanding while encouraging
children to consider how they share the world with many
animals that they might not see! 

Susan’s poems are full of rhythm and alliteration, making them
fun to read.

Josée is an award-winning illustrator, and her playful illustrations
in The Animals Come Out are full of humor and a joyfully
diverse cast of animals and human onlookers!

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES
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24 pages

8.25 in x 10.00 in

SUSAN VANDE GRIEKSUSAN VANDE GRIEK is the author of several
highly acclaimed children’s books. Her picture book
Loon, illustrated by Karen Reczuch, was named a
USBBY Outstanding International Book and won the
Ruth and Sylvia Schwartz Children’s Book Award
and the Norma Fleck Award for Canadian Children’s
Non-Fiction, among others. She has also written Go
Home Bay, illustrated by Pascal Milelli, about the
artist Tom Thomson, and An Owl at Sea, illustrated
by Ian Wallace. Susan lives in Halifax, Nova Scotia.

JOSÉE BISAILLONJOSÉE BISAILLON has illustrated more than forty
picture books, and she has been nominated for the
Governor General’s Literary Award four times. The
Snow Knows by Jennifer McGrath won the Marilyn
Baillie Picture Book Award and was a finalist for the
Lillian Shepherd Memorial Award for Excellence in
Illustration. Josée has also illustrated Martin and the
River by Jon-Erik Lappano and Out into the Big
Wide Lake by Paul Harbridge. She lives with her
family near Montreal, Quebec.
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THE PET STORE WINDOWTHE PET STORE WINDOW
written by Jairo Buitrago
illustrated by Rafael Yockteng
translated by Elisa Amado

Ana looks out the pet store window with the store’s lastAna looks out the pet store window with the store’s last
remaining animals for sale—a dog, a hedgehog and aremaining animals for sale—a dog, a hedgehog and a
mouse. What are they waiting for? mouse. What are they waiting for? 

Ana remembers finding the dog and bringing him to the store as a
puppy. She’s watched as all the other dogs—the most charming, the
most elegant, the strongest—have all gone off. Ana, too, has never
left, except at nights when she closes the store and goes home to
the modest apartment she shares with her grandmother. 

But a day comes when the store owner announces that he has sold
the store. An office tower will be built in its place. It makes no
difference to him what happens to the animals, but Ana knows what
she does next will make all the difference to her friends. Because
after being together so long, isn’t that what they are?

An exciting new offering by internationally acclaimed, award-winning
picture book creators Jairo Buitrago and Rafael Yockteng, The Pet
Store Window is a stirring reminder of those who are often
overlooked or left behind by society, showing readers the ways in
which we can offer each other hope, support and friendship in
difficult times.

Jairo and Rafael’s stunning backlist includes Jimmy the
Greatest!, which received six starred reviews; Walk with Me,
which received three starred reviews and was a finalist for the
Kirkus Prize; Lion and Mouse, which received two starred
reviews and was a pick for School Library Journal’s Best Books
of 2019; and Two White Rabbits and On the Other Side of the
Garden, both of which received three starred reviews.

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES
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9.00 in x 9.00 in

 Author JAIRO BUITRAGOJAIRO BUITRAGO has collaborated with
Rafael Yockteng on several picture books, including
Jimmy the Greatest! (six starred reviews), Two White
Rabbits (three starred reviews), Walk with Me (three
starred reviews), Lion and Mouse (two starred
reviews) and Wounded Falcons (two starred reviews
and named an USBBY Outstanding International
Book). Jairo has also won the Hispanoamericano
Castillo prize for children's literature and the
Antonio García Cubas Award. He lives in Mexico
City, Mexico.

 RAFAEL YOCKTENGRAFAEL YOCKTENG has illustrated many highly
acclaimed children’s books, including Wounded
Falcons (two starred reviews and named an USBBY
Outstanding International Books), Jimmy the
Greatest! (six starred reviews), Two White Rabbits
(three starred reviews), and Walk with Me (three
starred reviews) by Jairo Buitrago. Rafael’s books
have been included on IBBY’s Honor List, the Horn
Book Fanfare and in the White Ravens Catalogue.
He lives in Bogotá, Colombia.
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ROBOT, UNICORN, QUEENROBOT, UNICORN, QUEEN
written by Shannon Bramer
illustrated by Irene Luxbacher

A collection of poems that explore childhood experiences—A collection of poems that explore childhood experiences—
from the whimsical to the poignant—by Shannon Bramer,from the whimsical to the poignant—by Shannon Bramer,
with magical art by Irene Luxbacher.with magical art by Irene Luxbacher.

Shannon Bramer’s follow-up to her much-loved poetry book
Climbing Shadows is a collection of poems that explore a range of
childhood experiences. Many poems reveal what it feels like to be a
child—to pretend and dream and play with abandon, as well as to
hurt and regret and feel sorrowful. The poems are varied in form, and
while some are simple and direct, others invite children to see the
potential for play and discovery in words and language.

In the opening poem a child welcomes their newborn sibling, while
the last poem is a surreal lullaby. In between we find poems about a
child who listens to a toad, who feels left out, who loves the beach,
who must practice piano, who accidentally breaks their mother’s
favorite plate, who doesn’t want to eat their lunch, whose pet
budgies have died, who visits their father on weekends, and more.

Readers young and old will see themselves in these beautifully
illustrated poems—a collection full of laughter, tears and wonder.

Shannon was inspired to write these poems by suggestions that
came from children she encountered. When she asked kids at
one school what they’d like her next poetry book to be about,
they shouted “robots!” “unicorns!” “queens!” — a memorable
moment that provided her with the title. 

The portrait format makes this collection look and feel more
like a poetry book than a picture book for the 6- to 9-year-old
target audience.

Irene Luxbacher’s illustrations richen the poems, offering
further opportunities for comprehension and discussion.

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES
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SHANNON BRAMERSHANNON BRAMER is an author of poems, plays
and short fiction. She has published Climbing
Shadows: Poems for Children, illustrated by Cindy
Derby, and several poetry collections for adults,
winning the Hamilton and Region Arts Council Book
Award for suitcases and other poems. Her collection
Precious Energy has also been highly acclaimed.
Shannon’s plays include Chloe’s Tiny Heart Is Closed
(for children) and The Hungriest Woman in the
World. She lives with her family in Toronto, Ontario.

IRENE LUXBACHERIRENE LUXBACHER is an artist and author living
in Toronto, Ontario, who has received many awards
for her work. She has written and illustrated Deep
Underwater, an Elizabeth Mrazik-Cleaver Award
finalist, and Mr. Frank, which was selected as a
USBBY Outstanding International Book. Her
illustrations for the Malaika series by Nadia L. Hohn
have been highly acclaimed, and her illustrations for
The Imaginary Garden by Andrew Larsen were
shortlisted for the Governor General’s Literary
Award.
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MARY ANNING'S CURIOSITYMARY ANNING'S CURIOSITY
written by Monica Kulling
illustrated by Melissa Castrillon

The amazing story of how the world’s greatest fossilist foundThe amazing story of how the world’s greatest fossilist found
her first huge find at the age of twelve.her first huge find at the age of twelve.

Mary was born in 1799 in Lyme Regis, England. Her father, a carpenter
and part-time fossil hunter, taught his children to look for fossils.

When her father injured himself and was unable to work, Mary quit
school and took up fossil hunting full-time to help support her family,
a task that became even more important when her father died,
leaving the Annings in debt.

At the age of twelve, Mary, with her older brother Joe, found what
they believed to be the skeleton of a gigantic crocodile, the Great
Croc of the legends. Between dodging her rival fossil hunter the
Curiman, and the sheer work of carefully digging out the fossil, Mary
took almost a year to excavate what would later be termed the
Ichthyosaurus.

Mary Anning was uneducated, poor and a woman, but her life’s work
of fossil hunting led her to make many discoveries that influenced
our understanding of prehistoric creatures and the age of the Earth.

In this triumphant novel about scientific discovery, Monica Kulling
brings Mary Anning and her world to life for young readers.

CONTRIBUTOR INFORMATIONCONTRIBUTOR INFORMATION

MONICA KULLINGMONICA KULLING is the author of more than sixty books for
children, including Aunt Pearl, illustrated by Irene Luxbacher; and
Ruby’s Hope: A Story of How the Famous “Migrant Mother”
Photograph Became the Face of the Great Depression, illustrated
by Sarah Dvojak. She has written the popular Great Idea series, and
her work has been nominated for many awards, including
numerous Silver Birch Express and Golden Oak awards and the
Norma Fleck Award for Canadian Children’s Non-Fiction. She lives
in Toronto, Ontario.

MELISSA CASTRILLONMELISSA CASTRILLON has a first class honors degree in
illustration and a master’s degree in children’s book illustration
from the Cambridge School of Art. She is a freelance illustrator
based in Cambridge, England.

How Emily Saved the
Bridge

Pirate Queen

Clear Skies

ALSOALSO
RECOMMENDEDRECOMMENDED

  

EXCERPTEXCERPT
Mary worked tirelessly, removing the surrounding shale. She placed her hammer at
shallow angles, and flakes and small chunks of stone fell away. She must not crack the
bones. It would be horrible to damage this magnificent creature.

The saucer eye grew larger. Its fierce look made Mary wonder if it had died wide-eyed.
She shuddered at the thought. Was it possible that a creature like this had once roamed
the seas? And how long ago was that? One thousand years? Millions of years? …

The knowledge gave Mary even greater admiration for the creature that had once swum
freely and was now being uncovered by a fossil hunter's hammer.

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES
Now in paperback.

A delightful homage to a remarkable woman.

One of the first examples of the fantastic trend of feminist biographies for
children (the original published in 2017).

Kulling brings Mary Anning and her world to life for young readers.

The adorable, fun, and engaging cover matches the hardcover edition.
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WANGARI SPEAKS OUTWANGARI SPEAKS OUT
written by Wangari Maathai
illustrated by Vanina Starkoff
translated by Susan Ouriou

Wangari Maathai was the first African woman and firstWangari Maathai was the first African woman and first
environmentalist to receive a Nobel Peace Prize.environmentalist to receive a Nobel Peace Prize.

In 1977 in Kenya, she started the Green Belt Movement. Wangari’s
goals had been to use tree planting to restore the environment while
providing income and resources to African women. The group’s
objectives broadened to the protection of human and environmental
rights, civic education, and the promotion of democratic values while
valuing the cultural heritage of Africa. The GBM has now planted tens
of millions of trees. 

In her acceptance speech, Wangari explains that “the state of any
country’s environment is a reflection of the kind of governance in
place, and without good governance there can be no peace.” The
efforts of the GBM and other organizations led to the peaceful
transition to a democratic society in Kenya, and the tree became a
symbol of the democratic struggle. Her speech is strikingly illustrated
and followed by an analysis written by Laia de Ahumada.

The Speak Out series publishes the most inspiring speeches of our
times, then deconstructs them to give young readers a deeper
understanding of global issues and the power of language to
influence them.

CONTRIBUTOR INFORMATIONCONTRIBUTOR INFORMATION   

WANGARI MAATHAIWANGARI MAATHAI (1940-2011) was recognized internationally
for her environmental and social activism and was the first African
woman to win a Nobel Peace Prize. She was also the first woman in
East and Central Africa to earn a doctorate degree, and in 2002
she was elected to the parliament of Kenya as Assistant Minister
for Environment, Natural Resources and Wildlife.

VANINA STARKOFFVANINA STARKOFF is a graphic design graduate but discovered
that her true passion lies in the world of images and children’s
books. Her first book was a finalist in the III Premio Internacional
Compostela for Illustrated Books, and she was selected twice as a
finalist for the Golden Pinwheel Young Illustrators Competition in
Shanghai. She was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and now lives
in Brazil.

Malala Speaks Out

Severn Speaks Out

Climate Change Revised
Edition

ALSOALSO
RECOMMENDEDRECOMMENDED

  

EXCERPTEXCERPT
Throughout Africa, women are the primary caretakers, holding significant responsibility
for tilling the land and feeding their families. As a result, they are often the first to
become aware of environmental damage as resources become scarce and incapable of
sustaining their families.

The women we worked with recounted that unlike in the past, they were unable to meet
their basic needs. This was due to the degradation of their immediate environment as
well as the introduction of commercial farming, which replaced the growing of
household food crops. But international trade controlled the price of the exports from
these small-scale farmers and a reasonable and just income could not be guaranteed. I
came to understand that when the environment is destroyed, plundered or
mismanaged, we undermine our quality of life and that of future generations.

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES
A new book in the Speak Out series that features famous speeches.

Wangari’s speech points out that women are disproportionately affected by
environmental struggles as they act as primary caregivers and are often the first
ones to notice when resources become scarce. 

This story of incredible success of a grassroots movement may inspire young
readers to consider how they may enact change themselves. 

The Green Belt Movement has planted over 50 million trees to date and continues
to empower women and communities. The movement inspired the Kenyan
people to adopt the tree as a symbol of the struggle for democracy, and then
later as a symbol of peace. 

Although this is the first picture book to feature her speech, Wangari Maathai has
been the subject of many well-known books for children.

The speech is presented in an easy-to-read way, with striking illustrations.
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84 pages

4.75 in x 7.88 in

WANGARI SPEAKS OUTWANGARI SPEAKS OUT
written by Wangari Maathai
illustrated by Vanina Starkoff
translated by Susan Ouriou

Wangari Maathai was the first African woman and firstWangari Maathai was the first African woman and first
environmentalist to receive a Nobel Peace Prize.environmentalist to receive a Nobel Peace Prize.

In 1977 in Kenya, she started the Green Belt Movement. Wangari’s
goals had been to use tree planting to restore the environment while
providing income and resources to African women. The group’s
objectives broadened to the protection of human and environmental
rights, civic education, and the promotion of democratic values while
valuing the cultural heritage of Africa. The GBM has now planted tens
of millions of trees. 

In her acceptance speech, Wangari explains that “the state of any
country’s environment is a reflection of the kind of governance in
place, and without good governance there can be no peace.” The
efforts of the GBM and other organizations led to the peaceful
transition to a democratic society in Kenya, and the tree became a
symbol of the democratic struggle. Her speech is strikingly illustrated
and followed by an analysis written by Laia de Ahumada.

The Speak Out series publishes the most inspiring speeches of our
times, then deconstructs them to give young readers a deeper
understanding of global issues and the power of language to
influence them.

CONTRIBUTOR INFORMATIONCONTRIBUTOR INFORMATION   

WANGARI MAATHAIWANGARI MAATHAI (1940-2011) was recognized internationally
for her environmental and social activism and was the first African
woman to win a Nobel Peace Prize. She was also the first woman in
East and Central Africa to earn a doctorate degree, and in 2002
she was elected to the parliament of Kenya as Assistant Minister
for Environment, Natural Resources and Wildlife.

VANINA STARKOFFVANINA STARKOFF is a graphic design graduate but discovered
that her true passion lies in the world of images and children’s
books. Her first book was a finalist in the III Premio Internacional
Compostela for Illustrated Books, and she was selected twice as a
finalist for the Golden Pinwheel Young Illustrators Competition in
Shanghai. She was born in Buenos Aires, Argentina, and now lives
in Brazil.

Malala Speaks Out

Severn Speaks Out

Climate Change Revised
Edition

ALSOALSO
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EXCERPTEXCERPT
Throughout Africa, women are the primary caretakers, holding significant responsibility
for tilling the land and feeding their families. As a result, they are often the first to
become aware of environmental damage as resources become scarce and incapable of
sustaining their families.

The women we worked with recounted that unlike in the past, they were unable to meet
their basic needs. This was due to the degradation of their immediate environment as
well as the introduction of commercial farming, which replaced the growing of
household food crops. But international trade controlled the price of the exports from
these small-scale farmers and a reasonable and just income could not be guaranteed. I
came to understand that when the environment is destroyed, plundered or
mismanaged, we undermine our quality of life and that of future generations.

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES
A new book in the Speak Out series that features famous speeches.

Wangari’s speech points out that women are disproportionately affected by
environmental struggles as they act as primary caregivers and are often the first
ones to notice when resources become scarce. 

This story of incredible success of a grassroots movement may inspire young
readers to consider how they may enact change themselves. 

The Green Belt Movement has planted over 50 million trees to date and continues
to empower women and communities. The movement inspired the Kenyan
people to adopt the tree as a symbol of the struggle for democracy, and then
later as a symbol of peace. 

Although this is the first picture book to feature her speech, Wangari Maathai has
been the subject of many well-known books for children.

The speech is presented in an easy-to-read way, with striking illustrations.
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220 pages
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MAGGIE LOU, FIREFOXMAGGIE LOU, FIREFOX
written by Arnolda Dufour Bowes
illustrated by Karlene Harvey

Maggie Lou’s grandpa doesn’t call her Firefox for nothing.Maggie Lou’s grandpa doesn’t call her Firefox for nothing.
She’s always finding ways to make life more interesting –She’s always finding ways to make life more interesting –
even if this means getting into big trouble. even if this means getting into big trouble. 

When her grandfather Moshôm finally agrees to teach her how to
box, she decides that the rank odors, endless drills and teasing won’t
stop her from wearing a tutu to the gym. Joining her father’s
construction crew uncovers a surprising talent — besides learning
how to use a broom — and a great source of scrap wood to build a
canine hotel for her dogs. And when she turns thirteen, she figures
out an ingenious way to make some smokin’ good camouflage to
wear on her first deer hunt, where she joins a long family tradition. 

Through it all she is surrounded by her big extended gumbo soup of
a family, pestered by annoying younger siblings, and gently guided
by her strong female relatives – her mother, her kokhom and her
ultra-cool cousin Jayda. “Keep taking up space,” Maggie’s mother
says. “You’re only making room for the girls behind you.” 

A heroine for today, Maggie Lou discovers that with hard work and
perseverance she can gain valuable new skills, without losing one iota
of her irrepressible spirit.

CONTRIBUTOR INFORMATIONCONTRIBUTOR INFORMATION

ARNOLDA DUFOUR BOWESARNOLDA DUFOUR BOWES is a Métis writer who grew up in
Saskatoon but has lived around the world, from New Zealand to
Saudi Arabia. She has worked in construction and nursing, and she
loves new adventures, from skydiving to surfing. She is the author
of 20.12 m: A Short Story Collection of a Life Lived as a Road
Allowance Métis, which won the Danuta Gleed Literary Award and
the High Plains Book Award. Arnolda lives with her husband, three
children and two dogs in a small town in Saskatchewan.

KARLENE HARVEYKARLENE HARVEY (she/they) is an illustrator and writer who lives
on the unceded and ancestral home territories of the Musqueam,
Squamish and Tseil-Waututh people. Karlene is Tsilhqot’in and
Syilx and grew up on territories of the Semiahmoo and Kwantlen
Nations. Their work has been published by magazines such as
Discorder, Kimiwan, Sad Mag and Chickadee; and in the
publications #NotYourNDNPrincess and Orange Shirt Day. They
illustrated the book Drum from the Heart, written by Ren Louie.

Coyote Tales

My Name Is Seepeetza

Stitches

ALSOALSO
RECOMMENDEDRECOMMENDED

  

EXCERPTEXCERPT
“Okay, my girl. First rules of boxing. Respect the ring, the rules, the officials. And most
of all, respect your trainers and opponents,” Mushom instructs me while he examines
my hands. “Respect your body. Know your body. If it hurts, that’s your body speaking to
you. … You will need to listen to your body. It will tell you when to go on, when to push
through and when to stop.”

He grabs a handful of my crazy hair and tries to tie it back the best he can, struggling to
gather all of it with an elastic band. 

I’m so excited my hands are sweating. I still can’t believe this is happening. 

“That was your mom’s problem. She could never listen.” He laughs. “If you want to box,
you need to know how to listen and follow directions.” He lifts my chin and looks into
my eyes. “Understood?” 

I nod. 

He smiles at me and places an old wooden-handled mop and a rusty metal pail sloshing
with water in my hands. It smells like a swimming pool. 

“Good. Now mop and dry the ring.” Then he walks away.

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES
Maggie Lou, Firefox is Arnolda’s first book for young readers. Her short story
collection, 20.12m, won the Danuta Gleed Literary Award and the High Plains
Award.

The novel features a Métis protagonist who is bright, funny and adventure-
seeking.

The stories showcase a strong community of women, and a family life full of
banter and love. The sprawling multigenerational family is grounded by Maggie
Lou’s parents and supportive grandparents. 

The novel is based on Arnolda’s own childhood in Saskatchewan, where she grew
up at her dad’s side, doing construction work and tagging along as much as she
could. 

The novel features black-and-white part titles by Tsilhqot’in and Syilx illustrator
Karlene Harvey.
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MAGGIE LOU, FIREFOXMAGGIE LOU, FIREFOX
written by Arnolda Dufour Bowes
illustrated by Karlene Harvey

Maggie Lou’s grandpa doesn’t call her Firefox for nothing.Maggie Lou’s grandpa doesn’t call her Firefox for nothing.
She’s always finding ways to make life more interesting –She’s always finding ways to make life more interesting –
even if this means getting into big trouble. even if this means getting into big trouble. 

When her grandfather Moshôm finally agrees to teach her how to
box, she decides that the rank odors, endless drills and teasing won’t
stop her from wearing a tutu to the gym. Joining her father’s
construction crew uncovers a surprising talent — besides learning
how to use a broom — and a great source of scrap wood to build a
canine hotel for her dogs. And when she turns thirteen, she figures
out an ingenious way to make some smokin’ good camouflage to
wear on her first deer hunt, where she joins a long family tradition. 

Through it all she is surrounded by her big extended gumbo soup of
a family, pestered by annoying younger siblings, and gently guided
by her strong female relatives – her mother, her kokhom and her
ultra-cool cousin Jayda. “Keep taking up space,” Maggie’s mother
says. “You’re only making room for the girls behind you.” 

A heroine for today, Maggie Lou discovers that with hard work and
perseverance she can gain valuable new skills, without losing one iota
of her irrepressible spirit.

CONTRIBUTOR INFORMATIONCONTRIBUTOR INFORMATION

ARNOLDA DUFOUR BOWESARNOLDA DUFOUR BOWES is a Métis writer who grew up in
Saskatoon but has lived around the world, from New Zealand to
Saudi Arabia. She has worked in construction and nursing, and she
loves new adventures, from skydiving to surfing. She is the author
of 20.12 m: A Short Story Collection of a Life Lived as a Road
Allowance Métis, which won the Danuta Gleed Literary Award and
the High Plains Book Award. Arnolda lives with her husband, three
children and two dogs in a small town in Saskatchewan.

KARLENE HARVEYKARLENE HARVEY (she/they) is an illustrator and writer who lives
on the unceded and ancestral home territories of the Musqueam,
Squamish and Tseil-Waututh people. Karlene is Tsilhqot’in and
Syilx and grew up on territories of the Semiahmoo and Kwantlen
Nations. Their work has been published by magazines such as
Discorder, Kimiwan, Sad Mag and Chickadee; and in the
publications #NotYourNDNPrincess and Orange Shirt Day. They
illustrated the book Drum from the Heart, written by Ren Louie.

Coyote Tales

My Name Is Seepeetza

Stitches

ALSOALSO
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EXCERPTEXCERPT
“Okay, my girl. First rules of boxing. Respect the ring, the rules, the officials. And most
of all, respect your trainers and opponents,” Mushom instructs me while he examines
my hands. “Respect your body. Know your body. If it hurts, that’s your body speaking to
you. … You will need to listen to your body. It will tell you when to go on, when to push
through and when to stop.”

He grabs a handful of my crazy hair and tries to tie it back the best he can, struggling to
gather all of it with an elastic band. 

I’m so excited my hands are sweating. I still can’t believe this is happening. 

“That was your mom’s problem. She could never listen.” He laughs. “If you want to box,
you need to know how to listen and follow directions.” He lifts my chin and looks into
my eyes. “Understood?” 

I nod. 

He smiles at me and places an old wooden-handled mop and a rusty metal pail sloshing
with water in my hands. It smells like a swimming pool. 

“Good. Now mop and dry the ring.” Then he walks away.

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES
Maggie Lou, Firefox is Arnolda’s first book for young readers. Her short story
collection, 20.12m, won the Danuta Gleed Literary Award and the High Plains
Award.

The novel features a Métis protagonist who is bright, funny and adventure-
seeking.

The stories showcase a strong community of women, and a family life full of
banter and love. The sprawling multigenerational family is grounded by Maggie
Lou’s parents and supportive grandparents. 

The novel is based on Arnolda’s own childhood in Saskatchewan, where she grew
up at her dad’s side, doing construction work and tagging along as much as she
could. 

The novel features black-and-white part titles by Tsilhqot’in and Syilx illustrator
Karlene Harvey.
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GAME FACEGAME FACE
written by Shari Green

Thirteen-year-old Jonah is determined to prove that anxietyThirteen-year-old Jonah is determined to prove that anxiety
won’t stop him from succeeding as his hockey team’s goaliewon’t stop him from succeeding as his hockey team’s goalie
in this dynamic novel in verse. in this dynamic novel in verse. 

What-ifs rattle around his brain at the worst times, like when he’s in
the middle of a playoff game. What if he lets his teammates down?
What if he can’t make it pro? And the biggest what-if of all, the one
he keeps to himself — what if he’s like his dad, whose life is
controlled by anxiety that has only gotten worse since Jonah’s mom
died in a car crash?

To prove that he’s not like that, Jonah is determined to succeed in
the high-stress role of goalie. He and his best friend Ty have big
plans for their hockey futures. But when Ty suffers a medical crisis
during a pivotal game, Jonah’s anxiety ramps up to new levels

It takes courage to ask for help, but Jonah starts to realize that his
team goes beyond the people who lace up their skates with him
every week, and maybe it’s okay to look for support on and off the
ice. 

From the adrenaline rush of sudden-death overtime to the weight of
worrying about letting your teammates — and yourself — down, this
novel in verse will hook readers from the first line.

 

5 September 2023

304 pages

5.00 in x 7.50 in

CONTRIBUTOR INFORMATIONCONTRIBUTOR INFORMATION

Shari Green’s writing is propulsive — revealing Jonah’s emotional landscape and bringing readers through exciting on-ice
moments. 

Perfect for fans of sports writing (and hockey in particular). 

A sensitive story of anxiety, friendship, and parent-child relationships.

Possible comps (books about male friendships): The Boys in the Back Row by Mike Jung; Thanks a Lot, Universe by Chad
Lucas.

A good classroom novel study book — different poetic forms are used, including free verse, haiku and concrete poetry.

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES

Bad Boy Swan Dive Slim and None

ALSO RECOMMENDEDALSO RECOMMENDED

  

SHARI GREENSHARI GREEN’s middle-grade verse novels include Root
Beer Candy and Other Miracles, an IYL White Ravens
selection; Macy McMillan and the Rainbow Goddess, a
Schneider Family Book Award winner, Junior Library Guild
selection, IBBY Outstanding Books for Young People with
Disabilities selection, and USBBY Outstanding
International Books selection; and Missing Mike, an NCTE
Notable Verse Novels selection and USBBY Outstanding
International Books selection. Shari lives on Vancouver
Island, BC.
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GAME FACEGAME FACE
written by Shari Green

Thirteen-year-old Jonah is determined to prove that anxietyThirteen-year-old Jonah is determined to prove that anxiety
won’t stop him from succeeding as his hockey team’s goaliewon’t stop him from succeeding as his hockey team’s goalie
in this dynamic novel in verse. in this dynamic novel in verse. 

What-ifs rattle around his brain at the worst times, like when he’s in
the middle of a playoff game. What if he lets his teammates down?
What if he can’t make it pro? And the biggest what-if of all, the one
he keeps to himself — what if he’s like his dad, whose life is
controlled by anxiety that has only gotten worse since Jonah’s mom
died in a car crash?

To prove that he’s not like that, Jonah is determined to succeed in
the high-stress role of goalie. He and his best friend Ty have big
plans for their hockey futures. But when Ty suffers a medical crisis
during a pivotal game, Jonah’s anxiety ramps up to new levels

It takes courage to ask for help, but Jonah starts to realize that his
team goes beyond the people who lace up their skates with him
every week, and maybe it’s okay to look for support on and off the
ice. 

From the adrenaline rush of sudden-death overtime to the weight of
worrying about letting your teammates — and yourself — down, this
novel in verse will hook readers from the first line.

 

5 September 2023

304 pages

5.00 in x 7.50 in

CONTRIBUTOR INFORMATIONCONTRIBUTOR INFORMATION

Shari Green’s writing is propulsive — revealing Jonah’s emotional landscape and bringing readers through exciting on-ice
moments. 

Perfect for fans of sports writing (and hockey in particular). 

A sensitive story of anxiety, friendship, and parent-child relationships.

Possible comps (books about male friendships): The Boys in the Back Row by Mike Jung; Thanks a Lot, Universe by Chad
Lucas.

A good classroom novel study book — different poetic forms are used, including free verse, haiku and concrete poetry.

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES

Bad Boy Swan Dive Slim and None

ALSO RECOMMENDEDALSO RECOMMENDED

  

SHARI GREENSHARI GREEN’s middle-grade verse novels include Root
Beer Candy and Other Miracles, an IYL White Ravens
selection; Macy McMillan and the Rainbow Goddess, a
Schneider Family Book Award winner, Junior Library Guild
selection, IBBY Outstanding Books for Young People with
Disabilities selection, and USBBY Outstanding
International Books selection; and Missing Mike, an NCTE
Notable Verse Novels selection and USBBY Outstanding
International Books selection. Shari lives on Vancouver
Island, BC.
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SAY YES AND KEEP SMILINGSAY YES AND KEEP SMILING
written by Laurence Beaudoin-Masse

In the highly anticipated sequel to In the highly anticipated sequel to Suck it In and SmileSuck it In and Smile, Ellie, Ellie
is wrestling her picture-perfect life as a social mediais wrestling her picture-perfect life as a social media
influencer back under control — but how long can she keepinfluencer back under control — but how long can she keep
bridging the distance between the desire to be herself andbridging the distance between the desire to be herself and
the pressure to conform? the pressure to conform? 

Ellie is an inspiration to her hundreds of thousands of followers on
Instagram and YouTube. Her book of wellness tips (including her
signature recipe for chocolate chip–chickpea cookies) is about to
launch. She is one half of a social-media power couple with singer
Samuel Vanasse, who is now her fiancé. And she is on the verge of
breaking into the top three on the YouTube charts. She has
everything she needs to be happy — but lately, when she starts
crying, she can’t seem to stop. 

Between her father’s failing health and the charming yet enigmatic
Dave, between her friendship-rivalry with another YouTuber and the
pressure to be “authentic” at all times, Ellie is lost. She retreats into
her old patterns and tries to regain control of her life, one Fat
Burning Challenge at a time. But listening to her heart isn’t as easy —
or glamorous — as she’s been making it look to her followers. 

This exciting conclusion to Ellie’s story examines how we measure
success and happiness, while exploring the complexities of body
image, female rivalry and grief.

CONTRIBUTOR INFORMATIONCONTRIBUTOR INFORMATION

LAURENCE BEAUDOIN-MASSELAURENCE BEAUDOIN-MASSE has written two novels: Suck it
In and Smile (originally published as Rentrer son ventre et sourire)
and its sequel. She is a concept editor for Radio-Canada. Laurence
would like to help girls who, like her, never feel like they measure
up. She lives in Montreal, Quebec.

Suck It In and Smile

Flannery

True Confessions of a
Heartless Girl

ALSOALSO
RECOMMENDEDRECOMMENDED

  

EXCERPTEXCERPT
The first time I got a brand partnership — a real one — I was sure I was going to get
called out. That I’d be criticized for selling out, being self-serving. That it wouldn’t be
acceptable. I was already used to getting free products, special invitations and being
paid an amount that seems ridiculously low today — but at the time I was super happy
about it, even honored. I prepared my post, clicked Share and waited for the first
reactions with my heart pounding and my belly churning. 

And then ... nothing. People clicked Like and that was that. Meh.  

Even today, no one cares about content placement in my posts. Partnerships have even
become a sign of success, of privileged status. Now there are two kinds of users on the
networks — ordinary people and us professionals. While everyone is there to share their
thing or exchange their news, we come with our professional cameras, our skills, our war
machine in full view. We take in the love and the love money. And everyone thinks it’s all
... just great.

On one condition, that is. You have to “stay true.” … Authenticity is the unwritten law of
the web, the content creator’s code of conduct. 

And everyone insists on that, including me.

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES
The conclusion to Ellie’s story picks up right where book one left off, with
Samuel’s YouTube Live proposal putting her on the spot. 

Book two dives deeper into the pressures of maintaining a perfect, yet perfectly
authentic-seeming image as a social media influencer: brand partnerships, photo
retouching, ghost writers and keeping up appearances.

The chapters are interspersed with Instagram posts, text messages and Ellie’s
reflections on what it means to be an influencer. 

Laurence Beaudoin-Masse says she spent her teenage years being jealous of the
popular girls and living out great love stories in her head. As an adult, she is
fascinated by influencers and wrote this book to help girls who, like her, don’t feel
like they’re good enough.
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SAY YES AND KEEP SMILINGSAY YES AND KEEP SMILING
written by Laurence Beaudoin-Masse

In the highly anticipated sequel to In the highly anticipated sequel to Suck it In and SmileSuck it In and Smile, Ellie, Ellie
is wrestling her picture-perfect life as a social mediais wrestling her picture-perfect life as a social media
influencer back under control — but how long can she keepinfluencer back under control — but how long can she keep
bridging the distance between the desire to be herself andbridging the distance between the desire to be herself and
the pressure to conform? the pressure to conform? 

Ellie is an inspiration to her hundreds of thousands of followers on
Instagram and YouTube. Her book of wellness tips (including her
signature recipe for chocolate chip–chickpea cookies) is about to
launch. She is one half of a social-media power couple with singer
Samuel Vanasse, who is now her fiancé. And she is on the verge of
breaking into the top three on the YouTube charts. She has
everything she needs to be happy — but lately, when she starts
crying, she can’t seem to stop. 

Between her father’s failing health and the charming yet enigmatic
Dave, between her friendship-rivalry with another YouTuber and the
pressure to be “authentic” at all times, Ellie is lost. She retreats into
her old patterns and tries to regain control of her life, one Fat
Burning Challenge at a time. But listening to her heart isn’t as easy —
or glamorous — as she’s been making it look to her followers. 

This exciting conclusion to Ellie’s story examines how we measure
success and happiness, while exploring the complexities of body
image, female rivalry and grief.
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In and Smile (originally published as Rentrer son ventre et sourire)
and its sequel. She is a concept editor for Radio-Canada. Laurence
would like to help girls who, like her, never feel like they measure
up. She lives in Montreal, Quebec.
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The first time I got a brand partnership — a real one — I was sure I was going to get
called out. That I’d be criticized for selling out, being self-serving. That it wouldn’t be
acceptable. I was already used to getting free products, special invitations and being
paid an amount that seems ridiculously low today — but at the time I was super happy
about it, even honored. I prepared my post, clicked Share and waited for the first
reactions with my heart pounding and my belly churning. 

And then ... nothing. People clicked Like and that was that. Meh.  

Even today, no one cares about content placement in my posts. Partnerships have even
become a sign of success, of privileged status. Now there are two kinds of users on the
networks — ordinary people and us professionals. While everyone is there to share their
thing or exchange their news, we come with our professional cameras, our skills, our war
machine in full view. We take in the love and the love money. And everyone thinks it’s all
... just great.

On one condition, that is. You have to “stay true.” … Authenticity is the unwritten law of
the web, the content creator’s code of conduct. 

And everyone insists on that, including me.

KEY SELLING FEATURESKEY SELLING FEATURES
The conclusion to Ellie’s story picks up right where book one left off, with
Samuel’s YouTube Live proposal putting her on the spot. 

Book two dives deeper into the pressures of maintaining a perfect, yet perfectly
authentic-seeming image as a social media influencer: brand partnerships, photo
retouching, ghost writers and keeping up appearances.

The chapters are interspersed with Instagram posts, text messages and Ellie’s
reflections on what it means to be an influencer. 

Laurence Beaudoin-Masse says she spent her teenage years being jealous of the
popular girls and living out great love stories in her head. As an adult, she is
fascinated by influencers and wrote this book to help girls who, like her, don’t feel
like they’re good enough.
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