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*You may have noticed that 
this unit does not include a 
chapter dedicated to ancient 
Egyptian literature. We will be 
covering this topic in Level 1B, 
since it falls chronologically 
within the Late Bronze Age.



Appendix C: Reference Maps
Appendix D: Blank Maps
Appendix E: Time Lines
Appendix F: Timetables
Appendix G: Reference Archive
Glossary: Vocabulary by Chapter
Glossary: Alphabetical Glossary

The Curious Historian Level 1B: The Late Bronze Age & Iron Age
Welcome to The Curious Historian
Introduction to Teachers
Suggested Weekly Schedule
Introduction Part I: History—A Picture of the Past
Introduction Part II: The World of the Bronze Age

Unit I: The Late Bronze Age
An Introduction to the Late Bronze Age
Chapter 1: The Egyptian Middle Kingdom and Second Intermediate Period
 Literature of the Age: The Tale of Sinuhe*
Chapter 2: The Egyptian New Kingdom
 Monuments of the Age: Obelisks
 Technologies of the Age: Mummification
Chapter 3: The Hurrians, the Hittites, and the Kassites
 Technologies of the Age: The Rise of Horsepower
Chapter 4: The Assyrians and the Elamites
Chapter 5: The Minoans and the Mycenaeans
 Literature of the Age: The Legend of the Minotaur
Chapter 6: Unit I Review
Life of a Young Hittite Warrior

Unit II: The Iron Age
An Introduction to the Iron Age
Chapter 7: The Sea Peoples, the Philistines, and the Israelites
 Monuments of the Age: Solomon’s Temple
 Languages of the Age: The Hebrew Language
Chapter 8: The Egyptian Third Intermediate Period and Late Period
Chapter 9: The Phoenicians and the Arameans
 Languages of the Age: Ancient Alphabets
Chapter 10: The Neo-Assyrian Empire
 Literature of the Age: The Library of Ashurbanipal
Chapter 11: The Neo-Babylonian Empire
 Monuments of the Age: The Ishtar Gate
 Monuments of the Age: The Hanging Gardens of Babylon

*In Level 1B and Level 2, we 
introduce a new cultural 
element: lengthier spotlight 
pieces that discuss import-
ant literature, technologies, 
monuments, languages, and 
religions of the age. These 
cultural “of the Age” pieces 
are considered optional but 
highly encouraged reading 
material. Depending on your 
schedule, you might choose 
to select just one or two to 
highlight for students, to 
assign them as homework, or 
to skip them if needed.
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In Level 2, we introduce a new supplemen-
tal element for each book: a Profiles and 
Legends PDF, available as part of the Curious 
Historian’s Archive: Extra Resources download-
able materials. The Profiles and Legends PDF 
is a collection of optional readings intended 
to complement the Level 2 and Level 3 chap-
ters by introducing students to some of the 
more famous legends of history and retelling 
a few of the classic tales—such as those of 
Hercules and Odysseus, the Trojan War, and 
Alexander and his horse Bucephalus—that 
we did not have room for in our text. The 
Profile pieces shed further light on interest-
ing historical achievements by important fig-
ures, such as Pericles and Socrates, whom we 
could only spend a limited amount of space 
discussing in the context of each chapter. 
You could choose one or two of the readings 
to assign as homework, read them together 
with your students as part of your weekly 
class time, or save the pieces for supplemen-
tal readings during unit review weeks.
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