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The Curious Historian Level 1A: The Early & Middle Bronze Ages

Welcome to The Curious Historian
Introduction to Teachers

Suggested Weekly Schedule

Introduction Part I: This Thing Called History
Introduction Part II: Begin at the Beginning
Introduction Part III: How It All Began

An Introduction to Ancient Mesopotamia

Chapter 1: The Ancient Sumerians

Chapter 2: The Ancient Sumerian City-States

Chapter 3: Monuments of the Age—Ziggurats

Chapter 4: Sargon the Great and the Akkadian Empire

Chapter 5: Cuneiform—The Writing System of Ancient Mesopotamia
Chapter 6: The Ur III Empire and the Old Babylonian Empire
Chapter 7: Religion and Worldview—The Mesopotamian Pantheon
Chapter 8: The Literature and Laws of Ancient Mesopotamia
Chapter 9: Unit I Review

Daily Life in Ancient Mesopotamia

An Introduction to Ancient Egypt

Chapter 10: The Beginning of Egypt and the Egyptian Archaic Period
Chapter 11: The Gift of the Nile

Chapter 12: The Egyptian Old Kingdom

Chapter 13: Monuments of the Age—Pyramids

Chapter 14: The Egyptian Middle Kingdom

Chapter 15: Hieroglyphics—The Writing System of Ancient Egypt
Chapter 16: Religion and Worldview—The Egyptian Pantheon*
Chapter 17: Unit II Review

Daily Life in Ancient Egypt

Chapter 18: End-of-Book Review

Bibliography

Appendix A: Chapter Quizzes
Appendix B: Song Lyrics

*You may have noticed that
this unit does not include a
chapter dedicated to ancient
Egyptian literature. We will be
covering this topic in Level 1B,
since it falls chronologically
within the Late Bronze Age.



Appendix C: Reference Maps
Appendix D: Blank Maps
Appendix E: Time Lines
Appendix F: Timetables
Appendix G: Reference Archive
Glossary: Vocabulary by Chapter
Glossary: Alphabetical Glossary

The Curious Historian Level 1B: The Late Bronze Age & Iron Age

Welcome to The Curious Historian

Introduction to Teachers

Suggested Weekly Schedule

Introduction Part I: History—A Picture of the Past
Introduction Part II: The World of the Bronze Age

An Introduction to the Late Bronze Age
Chapter 1: The Egyptian Middle Kingdom and Second Intermediate Period
Literature of the Age: The Tale of Sinuhe*
Chapter 2: The Egyptian New Kingdom
Monuments of the Age: Obelisks
Technologies of the Age: Mummification
Chapter 3: The Hurrians, the Hittites, and the Kassites
Technologies of the Age: The Rise of Horsepower
Chapter 4: The Assyrians and the Elamites
Chapter 5: The Minoans and the Mycenaeans
Literature of the Age: The Legend of the Minotaur
Chapter 6: Unit I Review
Life of a Young Hittite Warrior

An Introduction to the Iron Age
Chapter 7: The Sea Peoples, the Philistines, and the Israelites
Monuments of the Age: Solomon’s Temple
Languages of the Age: The Hebrew Language
Chapter 8: The Egyptian Third Intermediate Period and Late Period
Chapter 9: The Phoenicians and the Arameans
Languages of the Age: Ancient Alphabets
Chapter 10: The Neo-Assyrian Empire
Literature of the Age: The Library of Ashurbanipal
Chapter 11: The Neo-Babylonian Empire
Monuments of the Age: The Ishtar Gate
Monuments of the Age: The Hanging Gardens of Babylon
I

“In Level 1B and Level 2, we
introduce a new cultural
element: lengthier spotlight
pieces that discuss import-
ant literature, technologies,
monuments, languages, and
religions of the age. These
cultural “of the Age” pieces
are considered optional but
highly encouraged reading
material. Depending on your
schedule, you might choose
to select just one or two to
highlight for students, to
assign them as homework, or
to skip them if needed.



Chapter 12: The Persian Empire
Monuments of the Age: The Persian Royal Capitals of Pasargadae and Persepolis
Monuments of the Age: The Behistun Inscription
Religions of the Age: Zoroastrianism

Chapter 13: Unit IT Review

Life of a Young Egyptian Princess

An Introduction to the Far East

Chapter 14: Ancient India—The Harappan and Vedic Civilizations
Religions of the Age: Vedic Religion

Chapter 15: Ancient China—The Xia and Shang Dynasties
Religions of the Age: Oracle Bones and Divination

Chapter 16: Ancient China—The Zhou Dynasty
Languages of the Age: Ancient Chinese Scripts

Chapter 17: Unit III Review

Life of a Young Indian Trader

Chapter 18: End-of-Book Review

Bibliography

Appendix A: Song Lyrics

Appendix B: Chapter Quizzes

Appendix C: Reference Maps

Appendix D: Time Lines

Appendix E: Timetables

Appendix F: Reference Archive

Appendix G: Guide to Holding an Egypt Day Event
Glossary: Vocabulary by Chapter

Glossary: Alphabetical Glossary

The Curious Historian Level 2A: Greece and the Classical World

Welcome to The Curious Historian Level 2

Introduction to Teachers

Suggested Weekly Schedule

Introduction Part I: Why Study the Greeks?

Introduction Part II: The Influence and Personality of the Greeks
Introduction Part III: Greek Geography and Time Periods

An Introduction to Classical Greece

Chapter 1: The World of the Greek Polis

Chapter 2: Greek Government

Chapter 3: Greek Colonization, Warfare, and the Olympic Games
1



Monuments of the Age: The Statue of Zeus at Olympia
Chapter 4: The Persian Wars
Technologies of the Age: The Greek Trireme
Monuments of the Age: The Mausoleum at Halicarnassus
Chapter 5: Greek Culture—Literature, Sculpture, and Architecture
Languages of the Age: The Greek Language
Chapter 6: The Peloponnesian War and the Poleis Rivalries
Monuments of the Age: The Parthenon
Chapter 7: Religion and Worldview—The Greek Pantheon
Monuments of the Age: The Temple of Artemis
Profile: Plato
Chapter 8: Unit I Review
Life of a Greek Athlete

An Introduction to the Hellenistic World
Chapter 9: Philip IT and Alexander the Great

Monuments of the Age: The Lighthouse of Alexandria
Chapter 10: The Successors of Alexander

Monuments of the Age: The Colossus of Rhodes
Chapter 11: The Three Hellenistic Kingdoms

Literature of the Age: The Library and Museum of Alexandria

Religions of the Age: Judaism—The Septuagint

Chapter 12: Gifted Greeks—Scientists, Philosophers, Historians, and More

Chapter 13: Unit II Review
Life of a Greek Bride

Chapter 14: India—The Three Empires
Literature of the Age: Megasthenes’s Indica
Literature of the Age: The Ramayana
Chapter 15: India—The Three Religions

Literature of the Age: The Mahabharata and The Bhagavad Gita

Chapter 16: China—The Spring and Autumn Period

In Level 2, we introduce a new supplemen-
tal element for each book: a Profiles and
Legends PDF, available as part of the Curious
Historian’s Archive: Extra Resources download-
able materials. The Profiles and Legends PDF
is a collection of optional readings intended
to complement the Level 2 and Level 3 chap-
ters by introducing students to some of the
more famous legends of history and retelling
a few of the classic tales—such as those of
Hercules and Odysseus, the Trojan War, and
Alexander and his horse Bucephalus—that
we did not have room for in our text. The
Profile pieces shed further light on interest-
ing historical achievements by important fig-
ures, such as Pericles and Socrates, whom we
could only spend a limited amount of space
discussing in the context of each chapter.
You could choose one or two of the readings
to assign as homework, read them together
with your students as part of your weekly
class time, or save the pieces for supplemen-
tal readings during unit review weeks.

Religions of the Age: Confucianism—The Five Classics and the Four Books

Chapter 17: Unit III Review

Life in a Mauryan Town

Chapter 18: End-of-Book Review
Bibliography

Appendix A: Song Lyrics
Appendix B: Chapter Quizzes
Appendix C: Virtue and Vice—A Historical Overview



Appendix D: Reference Maps
Appendix E: Time Lines
Appendix F: Timetables
Appendix G: Reference Archive
Glossary: Vocabulary by Chapter
Glossary: Alphabetical Glossary

The Curious Historian Level 2B: Rome and the Classical World

Welcome to The Curious Historian Level 2

Introduction to Teachers

Suggested Weekly Schedule

Introduction Part I: Roman Contributions and Legends

Introduction Part II: Roman Geography and the Seven Kings

An Introduction to the Roman Republic

Chapter 1: The Roman Republic

Chapter 2: Roman Citizens, Soldiers, and Deities

Chapter 3: The Punic Wars and the Hellenistic Kingdoms
Languages of the Age: Latin—The Language of the Romans

Chapter 4: The Late Republic and the First Triumvirate
Symbols of the Age: Roman Standards

Chapter 5: Caesar Augustus and the Pax Romana
Monuments of the Age: Roman Roads

Chapter 6: Remarkable Romans—Historians, Writers, Scientists, and More
Literature of the Age: The Aeneid

Chapter 7: Unit I Review

Life of a Roman Woman

An Introduction to the Roman Empire
Chapter 8: The Successors of Augustus—The Julio-Claudian and Flavian Dynasties
Monuments of the Age: The Colosseum
Disasters of the Age: Mount Vesuvius and Pompeii
Religions of the Age: The Rise of Christianity
Chapter 9: The Nerva-Antonine Dynasty and the “Five Good Emperors”
Monuments of the Age: Trajan’s Column and Hadrian’s Pantheon
Chapter 10: The Severans, the “Terrible Third Century;” and Diocletian
Chapter 11: Roman Slaves and Women
Philosophies of the Age: Stoicism and Epicureanism
Chapter 12: Constantine and Christianity
Chapter 13: Unit IT Review
Life of a Gladiator



An Introduction to the Far East
Chapter 14: India—The Middle Kingdoms Period
Religions of the Age: Buddhism—The Mahayana and Theravada Sects
Chapter 15: China—The Warring States Period
Technologies of the Age: The Chinese Crossbow
Literature of the Age: The Art of War
Chapter 16: China—The Chin and Han Dynasties
Chapter 17: Unit III Review
Chapter 18: End-of-Book Review
Bibliography

Appendix A: Song Lyrics

Appendix B: Chapter Quizzes

Appendix C: Virtue and Vice—A Historical Overview
Appendix D: Reference Maps

Appendix E: Time Lines

Appendix F: Timetables

Appendix G: Reference Archive

Appendix H: Guide to Holding a Roman Day Event
Glossary: Vocabulary by Chapter

Glossary: Alphabetical Glossary

The Curious Historian Level 3A: The Early Middle Ages

Welcome to The Curious Historian Level 3
Introduction to Teachers

Suggested Weekly Schedule

Book Introductions: TBD

Unit I Introduction

Chapter 1: The Twilight of the Western Roman Empire
Chapter 2: The Gothic and Vandal Kingdoms

Chapter 3: The Frankish and Saxon Kingdoms
Chapter 4: The Empire of Justinian

Chapter 5: The Arab Empires

Chapter 6: Unit I Review

Daily Life of . . . (TBD)

An Introduction to the Carolingian Age
Chapter 7: The Empire of Charlemagne

Culture Piece: The Carolingian Renaissance

Vi



Chapter 8: The Vikings and Saxons

Chapter 9: Bulgars and Byzantines—The Northward Expansion of Eastern Christendom
Chapter 10: Magyars and Monarchs—The Eastward Expansion of Western Christendom
Chapter 11: The Normans

Chapter 12: Unit IT Review

Daily Life of . . . (TBD)

Unit IIT Introduction

Chapter 13: China—Reunification and the Eastern Jin

Chapter 14: China—The Western Jin and the Sixteen Kingdoms
Chapter 15: India—The Gupta Empire and More Middle Kingdoms
Chapter 16: India—The Entrance of Islam

Chapter 17: Unit III Review

Daily Life of . . . (TBD)

Chapter 18: End-of-Book Review

Bibliography

Appendix A: Song Lyrics

Appendix B: Chapter Quizzes

Appendix C: Virtue and Vice—A Historical Overview
Appendix D: Reference Maps

Appendix E: Time Lines

Appendix F: Timetables

Appendix G: Reference Archive

Glossary: Vocabulary by Chapter

Glossary: Alphabetical Glossary

The Curious Historian Level 3B: The Late Middle Ages

Welcome to The Curious Historian Level 3
Introduction to Teachers

Suggested Weekly Schedule

Book Introductions: TBD

Unit I Introduction
Chapter 1: The Feudal World
Chapter 2: The Feudal Kingdoms and the Byzantine World
Chapter 3: The Rise of Persian and Turkish Dynasties
Chapter 4: The Crusades
Chapter 5: Merchant City-States and Christian Kingdoms in the Crusading Era
Chapter 6: Unit I Review
Daily Life of . . . (TBD)
Vil



Unit IT Introduction
Chapter 7: China—The Sui and Tang Dynasties
Monuments of the Age: The Grand Canal
Chapter 8: China—The Song and the Jin Dynasties (Again)
Chapter 9: The Mongol Empire
Profile: Temujin—From Orphan Outcast to Great Khan
Chapter 10: Great Khans and Successor Khanates
Chapter 11: Ilkhans and Mamelukes
Chapter 12: The Gunpowder Empires Part 1 —The Ottomans, Safavids, and Tsars
Chapter 13: The Gunpowder Empires Part 2—The Ming, Moguls, and Manchus
Chapter 14: Unit IT Review
Daily Life of . . . (TBD)

Chapter 15: The Hundred Years’ War and the Beginnings of Nationalism
Chapter 16: The Holy Roman Empire and the Roman Church

Chapter 17: Unit III Review

Daily Life of . . . (TBD)

Chapter 18: End-of-Book Review

Bibliography

Appendix A: Song Lyrics

Appendix B: Chapter Quizzes

Appendix C: Virtue and Vice—A Historical Overview
Appendix D: Reference Maps

Appendix E: Time Lines

.......

Appendix F: Timetables

Appendix G: Reference Archive
Appendix H: Guide to Holding a Medieval Day Event
Glossary: Vocabulary by Chapter

Glossary: Alphabetical Glossary
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