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Scope & Sequence
With so many subjects to learn, and so little time to study them all, do we really 

want to spend time mired in the past, traveling along the dusty roads of former 
mighty empires such as Babylon, Greece, and Rome, when our students’ minds 
could be speeding along the superhighways of modern technology? We think the 
answer is an emphatic “Yes!” We agree with the words of well-known modern au-
thor Michael Crichton, who said, “If you don’t know history, then you don’t know 
anything. You are a leaf that doesn’t know it is part of a tree.”

We believe that history is about more than memorizing dates, reciting lists of 
kings and emperors, and remembering who won which battle in wars that changed 
the world forever. History is also the study of the people who lived during those 
events. From the beginning of recorded time, people have invented new ways to do 
things, created beauty in dreary places, and erected buildings and monuments that 
continue to inspire us. Some of these people became well-known figures and others 
were ordinary men and women like you and me. But all of us are part of the greater 
tree of humankind, and we each need to know what our part is as a leaf upon that 
tree. Without an understanding of the past, we will be less equipped to live in the 
present and plan for the future.

In each book in The Curious Historian series, you will find a rich, engaging 
presentation of information about important people and civilizations throughout 
history that still have much to teach us, even in our modern age. Students will learn 
about the language, religion, arts, architecture, monuments, and writing of each of 
these civilizations, kingdoms, and empires. The full-color art and artifacts pictured 
throughout each book will help them understand what these peoples created and 
will give them an appreciation of the wonder and beauty of history.

The Curious Historian series will be divided into 3 levels, each of which consists 
of 2 semester-long texts. The series will cover the following eras.*

The Curious Historian Level 1A:  
The Early & Middle Bronze Ages
This one-semester book introduces students to:

Unit I: Ancient Mesopotamia
•  The ancient Sumerian city-states
•  The Akkadian, Ur III, and Old Babylonian Empires
•  Sargon the Great and Hammurabi
•  �Culture highlights: ziggurats, cuneiform writing, and religion

Unit II: Ancient Egypt
•  The Egyptian Archaic Period
•  The gifts of the Nile River
•  The Egyptian Old and Middle Kingdoms
•  Culture highlights: pyramids, hieroglyphics, and religion

Sargon the Great
Then along came Sargon! 

Before Sargon, the land of Sumer was a group of city-states that were always fight-ing with each other. First one kingdom was stronger, and then another one took its place. No one city-state was the strongest for very long. But when Sargon came to conquer northern Mesopotamia, history was forever changed.At just the right time in history, Sargon, a native of the city of Kish in northern Sumer, marched south through Sumer and conquered all of the surrounding city-states with his large army. Though some Sumerian kings before him had also taken control of nearby city-states, none of them had been able to conquer all of them. But what these other Sumerian kings couldn’t do, Sargon accomplished. He built the Akkadian Empire, the first great empire in ancient Sumer (ca. 2400–2200 BC).How was it possible for Sargon to succeed when all of the Sumerian kings before him had failed? Well, there are many stories and legends about Sargon, not all of which are completely accurate. However, we do know some facts about him because descriptions of his achievements were carved on the walls of temples and statues built during his time. Though these temples and monuments no longer exist to-day, we know what was written on them thanks to the work of a faithful, unknown ancient scholar who carefully copied the words down before the structures were destroyed.2

We do know that Sargon was born an ordinary person, but we do not know who his parents were. He may have been an orphan. We also know that he was adopted and raised by a gardener (or garden manager), and that later on he took a job as a cupbearer in the palace of Ur-Zababa, the king of Kish. A cupbearer was a servant who tasted all of the king’s food and drink—particularly his wine—before they were given to the king. That way, if anything had been poisoned it would be the cupbear-er, not the king, who died. But the role of cupbearer in ancient times was even more important than just tasting the food and drink. The man who held this position was second in power only to the king, because only someone the king trusted deeply would be given such an import-ant job.
Sargon was a remarkable man, and he was not content to remain a cupbearer with limited power. As time went on, he continued to gain more and more political power 

Sargon the Great and the Akkadian Empire

2.  Unless otherwise noted, the information in this chapter is com-piled from Samuel Noah Kramer, The Sumerians: Their History, Culture, and Character (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1963), 59–63; and Susan Wise Bauer, The History of the Ancient World (New York: W.W. Norton, 2007), 95–103.3.  This story is summarized from Alfred J. Hoerth, Gerald L. Mattingly, and Edwin M. Yamauchi, Peoples of the Old Testament World (Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books, 1994), 33; and Bauer, The History of the Ancient World, 95

Life and Legend: Sargon’s Story
(in Sargon’s own words)

My mother was a 
changeling, my 

father I never knew, and 
in secret my mother gave 
birth to me. She put me in 
a reed basket, sealed the 
lid with tar, and cast me 
adrift into the Euphrates 
River. The water carried me 
to Akki, the drawer of wa-
ter. He lifted me out of the 
river, and I became his son. 
I was raised as a gardener 
until the goddess Ishtar 
gave me a place in the 
palace of Ur-Zababa, the 
king of Kish.3 
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LESSON

How did Sargon get the title “the Great?” added to his name? Did Sargon call himself by this title, or was it given to him by later historians who wrote about him? We don’t know for sure where this title came from, but we do know that, based on his many accomplishments that you will read about in this chapter, history books today have given him this title. Here is just one of his major 
accomplishments: Sargon is the first person in recorded history who was able to  
muster a strong, powerful army, and  
he used this force to build a united  
empire from a scattered group of  
individual city-states.
    –A.D.
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c. 3200-2400 BC Ur III Empire
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c. 2400-2200 BC Interregnum 

c. 2000-1800 BC

ca. 2334 BC 
Akkad becomes the capital of 

Sargon’s empire
ca. 2334–2284 BC 
Sargon the Great rules

Chapter 3: 
Sargon the Great and the Akkadian Empire

TIMELINE

Important Words
Semitic languages A large family of languages that includes those spoken by the  Akkadians, Babylonians, Hebrews, and ArabsAkkadian Empire The first great empire in ancient Sumer (ca. 2400–2200 BC)Important Figures

Immigrant A person who moves from one geographical place to settle down  permanently in another landSemitic people People-groups who spoke a Semitic language as their native tongueSargon the Great The first-known emperor in history; the Semitic leader who  conquered the city-states of Sumer and built the Akkadian Empire*Naram-Sim The grandson of Sargon the GreatImportant Highlights
Akkad The capital of Sargon the Great’s Akkadian Empire

*This chapter contains an expanded definition of Sargon to memorize.

Unit 1: Ancient Mesopotamia

18

MEMORY

See the statue of the man pictured here? 

The man pictured here has long hair with 

tight curls and a pretty awesome beard. 

Men in early Sumer usually had bald 

heads and shaved faces, but men of the 

Akkadian Empire liked fancy hairdos and 

long, luxurious beards. They spent a long 

time curling their hair and beards!

 
 –A.D.

*Since The Curious Historian 
texts are still in development, 
the scope and sequence for 
Level 2B and up is a working 
draft and subject to change.
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The Curious Historian Level 1B:  
The Late Bronze & Iron Ages
This one-semester book introduces students to:

Unit I: The Late Bronze Age
•  The Egyptian Middle and New Kingdom periods
•  The Hurrians, Hittites, and Kassites
•  The Assyrians and Elamites
•  The Minoans and Mycenaeans

Unit II: The Iron Age
•  The Sea Peoples, Philistines, and Israelites
•  �Egypt under the Nubians and Libyans (Third Intermediate Period) and the 

Saite Dynasty (Late Period)
•  The Phoenicians and Arameans
•  The great Iron Age empires: Assyria, Babylonia, and Persia

Unit III: The Far East
•  India during the Harappan and Vedic Civilizations
•  China during the Xia, Shang, and Zhou dynasties
•  Culture highlights: architecture, writing, religion, and more

The Curious Historian Level 2A:  
Greece and the Classical World
This one-semester book introduces students to:

Unit I: Ancient and Classical Greece
•  The Greek Archaic Period
•  Greek political organization and the city-states of Athens and Sparta
•  Colonization and ancient Greek warfare
•  The Persian Wars and the Peloponnesian War
•  �Culture highlights: the Olympics, religion, writing and literature, architecture 

and monuments, art and sculpture, myths and legends
•  Profiles of famous Greek figures (Odysseus, Socrates, Pericles, etc.)

Unit II: Hellenistic Greece
•  Philip of Macedonia and Alexander the Great
•  The Hellenistic World: The Successors and the three Hellenistic Kingdoms
•  Gifted Greek scientists, philosophers, and historians
•  �Culture highlights: women and slaves in the Greek world, architecture and 

monuments, myths and legends
•  Profiles of famous Greek figures (Alexander the Great, Hermes, Athena, etc.)

Unit III: The Far Eastern World
•  India during the Magadhan, Nanda, and Mauryan Empires
•  Indian religions: Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism
•  China during the Spring and Autumn Period

▲ Carved figures found in an Egyptian 
tomb
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•  Chinese religions: Confucianism and Daoism
•  �Culture highlights: Megasthenes’s Indica, The Ramayana, 

The Mahabharata and The Bhagavad Gita, and the Five 
Classics of Chinese literature

The Curious Historian Level 2B:  
Rome and the Classical World
This one-semester book introduces students to:

Unit I: The Roman Republic
•  The Roman Republic
•  Roman legions and Roman expansion
•  �Rome versus Carthage (the Punic Wars) and the Hellenis-

tic Kingdoms
•  The Late Republic and the First Triumvirate
•  Caesar Augustus and the Pax Romana
•  �Culture highlights: myths and legends, the Latin language, 

religion, literature, monuments
•  �Profiles of famous Roman figures (Cleopatra, Hannibal, 

Spartacus, etc.)
Unit II: The Roman Empire

•  �The Successors of Augustus: the Julio-Claudian and Flavian 
Dynasties

•  The Nerva-Antonine Dynasty and the 5 “Good Emperors”
•  The Severans and the “Terrible Third Century”
•  Diocletian and the Dominate
•  Constantine and Christianity
•  Women, slaves, and freedmen in the Roman world
•  �Culture highlights: architecture and monuments, Mount Vesuvius and Pom-

peii, the rise of Christianity, the philosophies of Epicureanism and Stoicism
•  �Profiles of famous Roman figures (Pliny the Elder, Jesus Christ, etc.)

Unit III: The Far Eastern World
•  China during the Warring States Period
•  China during the Qin and Han dynasties
•  India during the Middle Kingdoms Period
•  �Culture highlights: monuments, technologies and inventions, religion,  

literature

The Curious Historian Level 3A: The Early Middle Ages
This one-semester book introduces students to:

Unit I: The Divided World
•  The barbarian invasions and the “fall” of Rome
•  The Gothic, Vandal, Frankish, and Saxon Kingdoms

Do you ever wonder what our world would 

be like today if events in the past had 

happened differently? What if Alexander 

the Great never “conquered the world” 

or the British won the American War of 

Independence? How would your life be 

different if the telephone had never been 

invented, or if we were still riding around 

on horses instead of in cars? What would 

life be like if we didn’t know what a com-

puter was or never flew high above the 

clouds in an airplane? The twists and turns 

of history affect everyone alive today. The 

events of history have helped make you 

who you are! So, it’s good to be curious 

and ask questions about the generations 

that came before you. And it’s good to 

know as much about the past as possible 

so that you can under-

stand this wonderful, 

complicated world we 

live in.
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•  The Empire of Justinian
•  The Byzantine, Sassanid, and Arab Empires
•  Culture highlights

Unit II: The Viking Age
•  The Empire of Charlemagne
•  �The Bulgar and Byzantine Empires: the northward expansion of Eastern  

Christendom
•  The Magyars and Monarchs: the eastward expansion of Western Christendom
•  The Vikings, Saxons, and Normans
•  Culture highlights

Unit III: The Eastern World
•  China during the Jin dynasty and the Sixteen Kingdoms
•  India during the Gupta Empire and later Middle Kingdoms Period
•  �Culture highlights, including the rise of Buddhism and the Confucian reaction, 

and the entrance of Islam into India

The Curious Historian Level 3B: The Late Middle Ages
This one-semester book introduces students to:

Unit I: Knights, Kings, and Crusaders
•  The feudal world and kingdoms
•  The Byzantine world
•  The rise of the Persian and Turkish dynasties
•  The Crusades
•  Merchant city-states and Christian kingdoms
•  Culture highlights

Unit II: Mongols, Mamelukes, and Moguls
•  China during the Sui, Tang, Song, and Jin dynasties
•  The Mongol Empire, Great Khans, and Mamelukes
•  The Gunpowder Empires: Ottomans, Tsars, Ming, Moguls, etc.
•  Culture highlights

Unit III: Merchants and Monarchs
•  The Hundred Years’ War and the beginnings of nationalism
•  The Holy Roman Empire and the Roman Church
•  Culture highlights
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▲ Funeral urn from the  
Western Jin dynasty
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