
TCH2A Song Lyrics
Unit I Song: The Greek Classical Period
(Introduction Part II) Between the mountains the poleis lie, 
With cold, damp winters and summers so dry. 
The land of the Greeks jutted into the sea, 
And the Greeks had a culture where many were free.

(Introduction Part III) Surrounded by water and seas on three sides, 
The Greeks learned to be sailors and sailed the world wide. 
Marble and silver came from the mines; 
Olives and vineyards made the oil and sweet wine. 

(Unit I Intro) During the Dark Age, the culture slowed down; 
No construction, writing, or trade could be found. 
The Archaic Period brought things back to light; 
In the Classical Period, the Greeks reached their height!

(Chapter 1) From village to polis with walls made of stone, 
Each city had qualities uniquely its own, 
Like Sparta with warriors mighty and bold, 
And Athens with temples and statues of gold.

(Chapter 1) High above the polis, the acropolis stood, 
With temples of marble and fine cedarwood. 
The agora was built in the center of town, 
Where people could gather and mill all around.

(Chapter 2) By assemblies and councils, the Greek people were led. 
No need for a king—magistrates governed instead. 
The citizens were important; and each had a voice. 
And leaders were elected by the people’s choice.

(Chapter 3) The Greeks built their colonies around the great sea 
And might have wondered what their futures would be. 
No matter how far from home they went, 
Most of the towns became permanent.

(Chapter 3) The citizens were soldiers, they called them hoplites. 
With their panoply of weapons, they faced every fight! 
With a spear called a dory and a helmet of bronze, 
In a tightly grouped phalanx, the hoplites marched on.

(Chapter 3) The Greeks were people who liked to play games; 
Each athlete was seeking his time of great fame. 
The winner was honored with a wreath for his head: 
A spot in the Olympics was the highest privilege!

(Chapter 4) Darius, the Persian with a memory quite long: 
“Remember the Athenians!” was his battle song. 
The Persians were persistent in attacking the Greeks, 
But the Greeks won at Marathon, though the future looked bleak.



(Chapter 4) Leonidas tried hard with his 300 men, 
Yet the battle at Thermopylae had a very sad end. 
Then the Greeks came on strong, by setting a trap; 
At Salamis, the Persians had their biggest mishap.

(Chapter 5) Comedies and tragedies—the Greeks wrote so many. 
And built temples on platforms, with columns aplenty. 
The Iliad, The Odyssey by Homer the poet 
Recount stories of valor that one can’t forget.

(Chapter 5) Greek writers of old, Aeschylus and Sophocles: 
Good playwrights they were, as historians agree. 
Phidias the architect built the Statue of Zeus, 
And many other grand buildings the Greeks did produce!

(Chapter 6) The Peloponnesian War was fought hard and long. 
Sparta and Athens had armies so strong, 
And each led a league, a group of allies. 
Then Thebes rose up; the fighting stopped with a tie.

(Chapter 7) Gods and goddesses, many deities galore: 
Titans, Olympians, and then there were more! 
The heroes were different, part man and part god; 
They wandered on earth, and with the mortals they trod.

(Chapter 7) Zeus was the king and the god of the sky. 
And Hera, his wife, had a jealous green-eye. 
Each god had a place and a certain function, 
And a festival time with a celebration.

Unit II Song: The Hellenistic World
(Chapter 9) Philip, oh Philip, the Macedonian king: 
What do you think is the critical thing? 
“I want to go south, where there’s land to acquire, 
To conquer the cities and make my own empire!”

(Chapter 9) His army went south, adding land as it went. 
The empire he built was no accident. 
Then when he died, his son did lament: 
“What’s left to conquer? And what’s my intent?” 

(Chapter 9) Alexander, Alexander, what is your dream? 
“I want to be ruler, the emperor supreme. 
My father built an empire, and I was impressed, 
But I will be greater—the ‘whole world’ I’ll possess!”

(Chapter 9) Was he successful? Did he accomplish his goal? 
Is his story important? Does it need to be told? 
Alexander was determined; there was no time to wait. 
And that’s why we call him Alexander the Great!



(Chapter 9) Alexander and his army, they were merciless. 
At Granicus River, they had great success. 
And on to Tyre and then Egypt, before they turned east. 
The marching was hard for both soldier and beast.

(Chapter 9) The Greek army traipsed forward, day after day. 
’Til they reached India, where at last in dismay,  
The whole army turned back—what an outcry! 
But before they reached Greece, Alexander had died.

(Chapter 10) Successors, Successors, what’s your desire? 
“We each want a kingdom before we retire!” 
The empire was divided into five lands to rule, 
So each took a portion and became powerful.

(Chapter 10) But none were content and each wanted more. 
Conflicts were many; of course there was war. 
But Greek culture through the “whole world” was spread, 
As by Greek commanders each region was led.

(Chapter 11) At Ipsus, the battle was three against two. 
Successors kept fighting; it was a big to-do! 
Seleucus emerged, the winner at last, 
But soon he too died; a fatal blow had been cast.

(Chapter 11) Down south in Egypt, Ptolemy was king. 
He was a good ruler in most everything. 
And all his descendants shared one claim to fame: 
Each of the rulers would have the same name!

(Chapter 11) Three kingdoms ruled ’til the Romans appeared. 
’Til one by one, each disappeared: 
First the Antigonid, then the Seleucid; the Ptolemaic was last, 
But Greek culture lived on, remembering the past.

(Chapter 12) Herodotus, Herodotus, it’s thanks to you 
We have so much history we know to be true! 
But you’re not alone, there’s Thucydides too. 
Oh, what knowledge the Greeks learned and pursued.

(Chapter 12) Before we go, we must remember the men 
Like Archimedes and Euclid, who loved math, and then 
Plato, Aristotle, and Socrates, 
Who pondered big thoughts and asked deep questions with ease.

Unit III Song: The Far East
Refrain 
Separated from the West by steep mountain peaks, 
The ancient lands of the East were surely unique. 
In India, there arose strong empires three, 
And China kept changing under the Zhou dynasty.



(Chapter 14) India’s first empire, the Magadhan, arose 
With a kingdom of villages—Bimbisara led those. 
The Nandan Empire we know came along next, 
But about its nine kings we have hardly any texts.

(Chapter 14) The Mauryan Empire, Chandragupta its head, 
Had a strong, healthy trade; a mighty army he led. 
Ashoka, his grandson, a peace-loving man, 
Built many roads and took care of the land.

(Chapter 15) Asceticism, reincarnation, ahimsa 
(A simple life, rebirth, non-violence): 
Buddhism, Jainism, and Hinduism share ideas, you’ve seen. 
The main religions of India—yes, there are three!

(Chapter 16) In China, the Zhou moved from the east to the west. 
The Spring and Autumn Period was a time of unrest, 
But although the states fought, there were good times, indeed, 
And new types of jobs for those who could read.

(Chapter 16) Confucius was a thinker, a philosopher too— 
Of his wise sayings there are more than a few! 
A religion was started, many followers he had, 
But the kings didn’t listen, which made him quite sad.

(Chapter 16) Laozi “the old master” had wise things to say. 
Daoism taught people to follow “the Way,” 
The yin and the yang (they are two opposite things), 
And taught that life’s much simpler when you’re not striving.

Refrain 
Separated from the West by steep mountain peaks, 
The ancient lands of the East were surely unique. 
In India, there arose strong empires three, 
And China kept changing under the Zhou dynasty.

Top 12 Things to Remember from TCH2A
Lines in bold are repeated.

1. The Greeks were famous 
For thinking and writing 
About excellence and virtue, 
Which they called arete.

2. Once the Greek Dark Age was over, 
The poleis were built 
On the Greek peninsula 
And the islands of the sea.

3. In the polis of Athens, 
“Birthplace of democracy,” 
People had a voice 
In the government they made.



Instrumental refrain

4. A new style of warfare, 
With soldiers in tight rows, 
Was called the phalanx 
And it brought great success.

5. Greeks against the Persians 
At Marathon,  
Thermopylae, Salamis, 
’Til Persia was stopped.

6. Athens’s Delian League 
Fought the Peloponnesian League 
Led by Sparta 
in the Peloponnesian War.

7. Tragedies and comedies, 
Epics, legends: 
Many of the Greek writings 
We still read today!

Instrumental refrain

8. Many Greek gods, 
Like the Olympians, 
Were honored by the people 
Through festivals and games.

9. Philip II of Macedonia 
Built a mighty empire, 
But his son Alexander’s 
Empire was greater!

10. When Alexander died, 
His empire divided. 
Just three Successors were left 
To spread the Greek culture.

11. Ideas of gifted philosophers,  
Historians, mathematicians 
Shaped how we think 
About our world today.

Instrumental refrain

12. From India and China came 
Beliefs still practiced today: 
By Hindus, Jains, Buddhists, 
Confucians, and Daoists.


