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Pedagogical Principles and Guidance
The classical tradition has passed down a rich collection of successful methods for teaching children 

well. We encourage teachers to become familiar with and employ these methods in their classes. Follow-
ing is a list of some key pedagogical principles that come to us from the classical tradition of education. 
A video overview of the principles of classical pedagogy is available at http://www.classicalu.com/course/
principles-of-classical-pedagogy. A subscription to ClassicalU.com will grant you access not only to 
additional videos that cover the nine essential principles in more detail, but also to scores of other online 
training videos for classical educators.

1. Festina Lente : Make Haste Slowly  
Master each step rather than rushing through content.
• The teacher works to model and ensure mastery of each step of learning, and does not advance 

students to further study until mastery has been reached.
• The teacher creates a learning atmosphere conducive to mastery rather than quickly “covering” 

material.

2. Multum Non Multa (Much Not Many): Do Fewer Things, but Do Them Well 
It’s better to master a few things than to cursorily cover content that will be forgotten.
• The teacher sees the wisdom in teaching a few things deeply and well rather than superficially 

covering many things that will not be mastered.
• The teacher communicates to students that mastery of a concept, skill, or subject will increase 

their joy of learning and lead to further study and mastery.
• The teacher models mastery of learning in his/her own life.

3. Repetitio Mater Memoriae: Repetition Is the Mother of Memory and Makes Learning Permanent 
Lively, regular review and repetition makes learning permanent.
• The teacher understands that regular repetition and review is necessary to acquire mastery.
• The teacher uses a variety of means for review/repetition (songs, chants, vocabulary, time lines, 

etc.) appropriate to the students’ age and level of learning.
• The teacher makes review interesting, thus enabling students to acquire a deeper mastery and 

increased appreciation for what is studied.
• The teacher requires students to rephrase, summarize, and explain the most important concepts 

of their study.

4. Embodied Learning: Rhythms and Routines That Profoundly Teach 
The rhythms, practices, traditions, and routines we create in our classrooms are just as important for 
learning as our front-of-the-class instruction is.
• The teacher understands that classical education aims first for the formation of a human soul and 

thus seeks to cultivate each student in body, heart, and mind, and not only by rational means.
• The teacher employs rhythms and practices that shape students to love the True, the Good, and 

the Beautiful.
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• The teacher decorates the classroom with beautiful art and graphics that cultivate students’ affec-
tions for the True, the Good, and the Beautiful and that encourage contemplation.

• The teacher incorporates beautiful music throughout the day.
• In addition to daily blessing and prayer for the students, a classroom liturgy of appropriate 

thanksgiving, praise, singing, and petition may be employed on at least a weekly basis.

5. Songs, Chants, and Jingles: How Singing Delights Students and Makes Learning Permanent 
Mainly in the lower school, the most important content/skills we wish to emphasize should be taught or 
reinforced with a song, chant, or jingle.
• The lower-school teacher regularly (daily) employs songs, chants, and jingles to help students 

master important information.
• Songs, chants, and jingles are sung with enthusiasm, skill, and creativity.
• Teachers, students, and parents contribute to the creation of additional songs, chants, and jingles 

to encourage mastery.
• The upper-school teacher continues to employ songs, chants, and jingles as an important teaching 

and learning tool.

6. Wonder and Curiosity: Modeling Wonder to Cultivate Lifelong Affections for Truth, Good-
ness, and Beauty 
We should regularly seek to impart a love for Truth, Goodness, and Beauty by modeling our own wonder 
for or love of that which is lovely, and by asking good questions to inspire students’ curiosity.
• The teacher understands that all learning should be stimulated and motivated by students’ natural 

wonder and curiosity about the world and ourselves.
• The lower-school teacher understands that students’ natural wonder and curiosity should be culti-

vated, expanded, and protected.
• The upper-school teacher understands that in our modern culture, older students’ natural wonder 

and curiosity are threatened and need to be carefully guarded from distraction, trivia, and cultural 
norms of “coolness.”

• The teacher regularly models his/her own wonder at learning, study, and discovery.

7. Educational Virtues: Cultivating Habits of Learning Necessary for a Student to Be a Student 
We should seek to cultivate virtues of love, humility, diligence, constancy, and temperance in the lives of 
students. We should ask, “What key figures and values should we emulate and praise?” and “What key 
figures and values should we avoid and blame?”
• The teacher understands that a student without student virtues is not a student at all.
• The teacher’s lesson plans reflect his/her effort to develop student virtues.
• The teacher employs practical methods designed to foster and develop student virtues. For ex-

ample, to help cultivate temperance, a teacher should design assignments and assessments with 
clear expectations and guidelines in order to help prevent students from studying too much or 
too little. To help cultivate humility, a teacher should occasionally show students the “mountains 
ahead” (advanced knowledge beyond their current grasp) as a reminder that students have much 
yet to learn.

• Students display sufficient virtues that they are independently studying and learning, even with-
out the presence and prompts of the teacher or parents.

• Students show signs of loving that which is lovely (cultivated affections and ordered loves) and 
loving what must be done. 
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• Both the teacher and students are aware of the danger of disordered passions and student vices 
and actively seek to overcome them.

• The teacher collaborates with parents to cultivate student virtues.
• The teacher models the chief student virtues himself/herself.
• The teacher displays a combination of warmth, enthusiasm, order, and respect in the way he/she 

manages the classroom and maintains student discipline.

8. Restoring Scholé to School: Cultivating Restful Learning That Enables Deep Learning That 
Delights and Sustains Students 
We should provide adequate time for reflection, contemplation, and discussion of profound and import-
ant ideas, both inside and outside the classroom, both with and without students.
• The teacher understands that contemplation and reflection are necessary for students to deeply 

understand and love various manifestations of Truth, Goodness, and Beauty.
• The teacher makes time during class for relaxed discussion and contemplation of the important 

truths being studied.
• The teacher displays skill and wisdom in the way he/she leads discussion of important truths, 

such as literature, history, works of art, principles of mathematics, science, and music.
• The teacher strives to maintain a classroom atmosphere of learning that is peaceful and relaxed, 

even when students are busily and actively engaged in learning and learning activities.

9. Docendo Discimus: By Teaching We Learn—Why Students Must Teach to Master Learning 
Older students should teach younger students to master material; you don’t truly know something until 
you can teach it.
• For the purpose of review, test preparation, or discussion, students who have mastered an idea or 

concept can be paired with classmates who lack such mastery. This will help to cultivate love and 
generosity in strong students, who should share their gifts and insights. It will also help to develop 
humility in weaker students, who can learn to receive help from their classmates.

• Students in upper grades can prepare mini-lessons or demonstrations of learning for students in 
lower grades. For example, a 4th-grade class could share a historical lesson or vignette with 1st- or 
2nd-grade students. Upper-school students studying medieval history could make presentations 
to an elementary class that is also studying medieval history.

• Older or stronger students can be paired with younger or struggling students to help them with 
writing assignments, including the application of skills such as prewriting, writing, and revising.

10. BONUS: Optimus Magister Bonus Liber Est (The Best Teacher Is a Good Book): Why Students 
Must Study the Masters to Be Truly Educated 
Good teachers will make use of great books in order to foster a love of deeper learning.
• The teacher brings in great books that are beyond the students’ reading level and reads excerpts 

from these works. This will familiarize students with great books they might want to read in the 
future.

• The teacher displays in the classroom several great books that are written at the students’ reading 
level and cover the subject being studied in class. These books should constitute a small in-class 
library that students may browse or read independently as they have time. Such a practice will 
whet students’ appetites for further learning and demonstrate to them the value of learning di-
rectly from a good or great book.


