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WHO WE ARE

As a US-based company with over 25 years in the textile industry, we have created a global network 

of partners that are comitted to producing the finest quality linen fabrics. 

We understand that the only way to ensure the best quality linen is to have strong personal 

relationships with everyone at every stage in the process. That is why we personally know everyone, 

from the farmer who grows our flax to the person who dyes our fabrics.

Each year, our network of partners sells millions of yards of linen all over the world.

WHAT WE BELIEVE

Environmental responsibility is not just a slogan, it’s how we do business.  We are committed to 

respecting the environment, making careful and sustainable use of natural resources, and taking 

steps to prevent pollution from the different processes involved in our operations wherever 

possible. 

From our sustainable farming practices and our zero-waste scutching facility to our commitment 

to a low carbon footprint, every aspect of producing our quality linen fabrics is in line with our 

environmental vision.

ABOUT WORLD LINEN

54



World Linen Chief Technical Administrator

Leading the development of our online and 

social media presence, which is ever changing. 

I oversee the development of the sites SEO, 

attracting new and existing online clients, 

content quality, and generating e-sales.

Aside from my technical responsibilities I am 

also the CEO of Devred which is a company that 

specializes in Men’s Apparel based in France. 

 

I have over 27 years of experience in the 

Fashion Industry. My job since 1995 has been 

to identify and select fashion trends throughout 

Europe, US, and Asia. With my experience I am 

able to offer these trends to selective clients all 

over the world.

                  

World Linen Chief Technical Administrator

YEVA SHABSIS

Originally hired as a Graphic Designer to 

develop new concepts & prints, no sooner 

was I manning the phones and taking orders. 

This began my journey into the world of home 

textiles, particularly linen fabric.

Having a BA in Design & Animation really 

helped to understand the complexity of spacing, 

design, and color pallets for home textiles. Part 

of my early career called for me to work closely 

with interior designers, and learning about their 

different needs from design, weight, color, and 

textures. My interaction with the designers lead 

to being actively involved in all steps required 

to run the daily operations. 

As my experience grew I took on new 

responsibilities which include developing new 

color lines, fabric collections, sampling, and 

marketing tools. Overseeing a core group of 

employees, addressing our designer’s needs, 

developing new, and exciting lines is a challenge 

that I’m grateful to meet in a daily basis. 

Operations Manager / Graphic Designer

NICOLAS FLAUD

Yeva Shabsis started her climb up the fabrics 

ladder on the very first rung. Without any 

experience, she was hired as a salesperson for a 

European fabric importer. 

Her strong sense of style, design, Old World 

work ethic and commitment to relationship 

building saw her running the sales team within 

three years. From there, Yeva started her 

own company, focusing on young designers 

and manufacturers with whom she became 

an integral part of the design and launch of 

seasonal collections. 

Now, starting her third decade in the 

home design industry, Yeva cherishes the 

relationships she built with established 

industry leaders going back to when they were 

bootstrapping startups. But even today, her 

greatest joy comes from bringing ever new and 

exciting global fabric solutions to the changing 

face of today’s manufacturing.  

“I never dreamed about success, I worked for it”

-Estee Lauder  

Vice President / Creative Director

NELSON MARROQUIN

I have been in the fabric business, specifically 

linen fabric since 1989. With over 30 years of 

experience in the textile industry, it has made 

me a specialist in all textiles both knits and 

woven, as a weaver, printer, colorist, knitter, and 

spinner.

I have traveled the world selecting the finest 

yarn, looking at the best weavers, exceptional 

textile equipment, paramount printing 

machines, and finishing equipment to offer the 

best quality of fabrics in our industry.

From the very beginning, I have had an innate 

ability to learn and teach others. My MBA 

in Marketing and International Business has 

helped me develop exclusive partnerships with 

French, Belgian, Spanish, Korean, and Chinese 

suppliers.

As a competent CEO that can analyze fabrics 

and dissect a financial statement in the same 

skill set, I have positioned our company for 

success for many years to come.

“The measure of who we are is what we do with 

what we have”  -  Vince Lombardi

President & Chief Operating Officer

EDWARD GUREVICH

I have over 27 years of experience in the linen 

industry. My job since 1994 was to first select 

the flax fibers in the production plants in 

France, Belgium, Ukraine and Belarus for the 

flax spinning mills located in Europe, China, and 

India.

I have acquired total expertise of the textile 

industry (fibers, yarns, fabrics, dyeing, and 

made-up articles) thanks to my numerous 

trips  and technical meetings to more than 50 

countries to visit spinners, weavers, dye house, 

and garment makers.

My company The Flax Co. specializes in Flax/

Linen and Hemp is based in France close the flax 

production fields and areas. Our location easily 

allows for me to follow the harvest, meet and 

communicate with the flax community (farmers, 

spinners, and weavers).

World Linen Chief of Operations Overseas | 

CEO & Owner of The Flax Company

DENIS DRUON

Behind every great company is a core group of people dedicated to our customers’ success. We have three central people at the head of World Linen 

who lead some of the best people in the industry to ensure that the linen fabric you receive is of the finest quality.

YOUR TEAM BEHIND THE SCENES
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Known for its strength, comfort and freshness, linen is a favorite fabric in the interior design industry because of its high-end and 

timeless look. Yet, linen isn’t a new trend waiting for its turn to grace the pages of interior design catalogs and become a trending 

topic on Twitter.

For centuries, linen has been a staple in home decor, furniture and fashion. It’s a best-selling textile that has been perfected over 

generations. For many families spanning several generations, carrying on the tradition of tending to flax plant fields located in the 

coastal communities of France, the Netherlands and Belgium has been a labor of love.  

Although it’s been available as a textile since ancient times, linen is anything but ordinary. Its comfort is only matched by its 

sustainable benefits, versatile uses and durability that designers can count on to create high-end, in-demand products for their 

clients.

As an interior designer, choosing linen is the easy part. Selecting the type of linen fabric and customizations that can enhance 

your project’s look and value will take additional considerations. Knowing where to buy linen fabric is also just as important as the 

textile itself.

In our Interior Designer’s Complete Guide To Using Linen Fabric, we’ll explore: 

• The history of linen and what makes linen fabric so special

• The different types of linen fabric available to you for your project

• The multiple ways linen can be used to enhance the decor of a home or office space, as well as customization opportunities

• How to choose the right fabric based on your application

• The benefits of linen for your clients 

• Where to buy linen and what factors may impact price

INTRODUCTION
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The fibers of the flax plant will begin to 

extend upward as they grow from 4 cm to 

10 cm. Contained within the plant stem and 

surrounded by a fine woody outer layer, flax 

fibers are bast fibers. The number of fibers 

will also increase and are arranged in 20 to 40 

bundles per plant.

FIBERS INCREASE IN NUMBER

In mid-March to mid-April, seed planting occurs. 

Today’s flax farmers can choose between 20 or 

so varieties available. In addition to improving 

yields, new varieties enable plot-specific sowing 

that takes into consideration potential lodging 

and disease criteria. This incorporates fertilizer 

savings and early harvesting criteria for a 

regulated staggering of maturation. 

SOWING TAKES PLACE

Growth begins, especially as the roots start to 

extend into the soil. In fact, the roots are 10 

times longer than the height of the plants. The 

silty soils and oceanic climate give flax a special 

quality, with the depth of the roots a major 

advantage.

ROOTS EXTEND

Flax is typically grown using a crop rotation 

method, with the rotation renewed every six to 

seven years. This process regenerates the soil 

for succeeding crops, such as beets, wheat and 

potatoes. With 0.5% of the European Utilized 

Agricultural Area, fiber plants represent a 

marginal surface area compared to other 

examples of agricultural production.

SOIL IS PREPARED

Linen is a luxurious fabric, popular in both ancient and modern times. This natural and valuable 

textile has long been used to construct a variety of goods, from apparel to bed linens, homeware like 

towels and tablecloths, window treatments, upholstery, slipcovers as well as other products. 

WHAT IS LINEN?

HOW IS LINEN FABRIC MADE?

Linen is made from fibers sourced from the stems of flax plants. These plants are primarily grown in 

three regions of Europe...France, Belgium and the Netherlands. 

THE CULTIVATION PROCESS

Linen is constructed following a series of steps that have been perfected over several generations, 

creating what is considered today to be one of the most sustainable textiles. 

The flax cultivation process is completed in 10 stages over the course of approximately 120 days.

Flax requires 600 mm of water over the course 

of 100 days of growing. This is provided by 

rain, the soil’s natural water reserves and dew. 

As this growth occurs, the flax plants will near 

the flowering stage. Growth will accelerate 

from 1 to 5 cm per day, and the fibers will begin 

a process of lengthening. By the end of this 

period, the number of fibers will be fixed.

FIBERS CONTINUE TO LENGHTEN

Approximately 80 to 100 flowers per stem will 

bloom in June, as the structure of the fibers 

evolves. Their mass increases, and they are 

made up primarily of cellulose (60 to 81%), 

hemicellulose (14 to 18.6%), pectin (1.8 to 2.3%) 

and lignin (2 to 3%). This plant structure is the 

origin of the remarkable qualities the fiber 

exhibits in its textile and technical applications.

FLOWERING BEGINS

In July, the fibers represent around 40% of 

the stem’s dry mass. This means the time for 

harvest has arrived.

During July, pulling occurs (approximately 5 

weeks after flowering). Plants are laid on the 

ground in swathes, with layers of flax 1 meter 

wide. Rather than cut the flax, farmers instead 

pull them up, which preserves the length of the 

fibers contained within its stem.

The roots that remain in the ground after 

harvesting enrich the soil and confer on flax 

its status as an excellent crop for rotation. This 

asset increases the output of the following 

crops by up to 20%.

While in the past, farmers had to pull these 

plants by hand, they now use specially-devised 

flax harvesting machines that provide unrivaled 

expertise in the production and processing of 

flax/linen. These machines preserve the fiber’s 

consistent quality.

THE FIBERS MATURE & PULLING 
BEGINS

In July through September, the retting process 

takes place. Since the 1950s, retting has 

occurred directly in the field rather than in 

tanks and rivers in an effort to further preserve 

ecosystems.

Retting is the first natural phase in processing 

the plant into fiber. It separates the fibers by 

breaking down the natural cement binding them 

to the straw. This natural action is performed by 

microorganisms present on the soil, a suitable 

dose of rain and zero chemicals.

The swathes are turned halfway through 

the process. The farmer-scutcher duo is the 

determining factor in ensuring the success of 

this process and the consistency of the result.

In August through October, collecting and 

stocking takes place. Swathes are rolled up into 

large balls, collected by machine and stocked 

until it is time to extract the fibers. Even after 

harvesting occurs, flax can keep for a long time 

without deteriorating.

RETTING BEGINS & COLLECTING  
COMPLETES THE PROCESS
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Once the cultivation process is completed, the cultivated flax is next 

transformed into fine linen in seven steps.

THE FLAX TO FABRIC PROCESS

1. SCUTCHING

Scutching is an entirely mechanical process that is completed without 

using chemicals. This process takes place throughout the year and 

separates the long fibers (scutched flax) from the short fibers, as well 

as the seeds and co-products (such as shives and dust). Facilities that 

perform scutching are located in the immediate proximity of the fields. 

2. COMBING

A scutcher or spinner carries out combing, also known as hackling. This 

process removes any impurities. The fiber is also separated and laid 

parallel before being graded and stretched out into slivers of soft and 

glossy continuous ribbons. 

3. PREP FOR SPINNING

Spinning is the next stage in the process, but first requires some 

preparation to ensure the highest quality levels are achieved. During 

preparation, slivers of combed flax are mixed together, blending several 

batches of fibers originating from different fields, regions and years.

This unique expertise, comparable to the methods used for champagne 

and cognac, allows the qualities of each batch to be combined to ensure 

high quality and consistency. 

The higher the required yarn quality, the higher the number of batches. 

This requirement has led to extreme mixtures, with up to 32 different 

batches. Mixed together, equalized and stretched out, the slivers become 

roving before being spun. 

This preparation process is essential for preserving the structure and 

quality of the fibers. The European spinning industry expertly handles 

these fibers with care, refining them exclusively through a mechanical 

process. 

12



4. SPINNING

The technique of spinning may vary depending on the type of yarn that is being produced. 

For example, fine yarns that are used in clothing and home linens are created through “wet” 

spinning, with immersion in water heated to 140 degrees F (60 degrees C). This soaking facilitates 

the smooth separation of the fibers and allows for great fineness to be achieved.

More rustic and thicker yarns that are used for decoration, such as rope, are produced by “dry” 

spinning.

The metric yarn number is internationally recognized to calculate yarn numbers. Also known as 

“Nm,” this number is the mass in grams of a 9,000-meter long piece of yarn. Below are some common 

fabric uses and their metric yarns number, which help determine which technique to use.

Fabric Use Nm

Upholstery fabrics 2.6

Average shirting fabric 26

Upmarket shirting 39

Exceptional quality 50 to 70

When bleaching is part of this process, European spinning industries comply with the strictest 

environmental rules and favor peroxide-based rather than chlorine-based agents.

5. WEAVING

When a fabric is created, it is the result of the crisscrossing of warp yarns (running in the direction of 

the fabric’s length) and weft yarns (running crossways, its measurement equaling the fabric’s width). 

The rhythms this intertwining undergoes is known as weaving, which creates the fabric’s pattern 

and texture. 

The exceptionally broad range of possibilities, combined with the choice of thicknesses and thread 

effects, make it possible to develop many different creative fabrics for fashion, home linens and 

decoration.

6. KNITTING

Thanks to the innovations of European spinners, linen can be knitted in various ways. Knit fabric or 

“jersey” is knitted on circular machines, then cut-and-sew assembled for collections of T-shirts and 

other clothing. Knitwear, on the other hand, is produced on flatbread knitting machines in set forms, 

ready to be assembled, or in 3D without seams.

7. FINISHING

With an excellent ability to take color, including low environmental impact dyes, linen fabric can 

feature gorgeous finishes. Linen lends itself to any decorative finishes, including embroidered, burnt 

out and needle punched finishes. New digital processes can take metallic coatings and create a 

“glitter” effect. 

On the technical side, various treatments add and increase the performance capabilities of linen 

fabrics, such as anti-shrinkage, wrinkle-proofing, stain resistance or waterproofing for fashion and 

outdoor decoration.

Washed linen, another type of finish, is achieved through a combination of finishing technologies. 

Mechanical processes involve warm air flow or stonewash, and wet processes use softeners or 

enzymes during washing. The result is a cozy, supple texture that doesn’t require ironing.



WHAT MAKES LINEN 
FABRIC SPECIAL?

THE HISTORY OF LINEN FABRIC

Today, linens are still revered for their luxurious look and feel. The rich history of this fabric dates back nearly 5,000 years, 

when the world’s oldest dress was constructed between 3482 and 3102 BC, researchers say.

The fact that linen has lasted the test of time and remains a coveted fabric today makes this textile truly special. In fact, this 

ancient linen is one of the oldest crops that civilizations have cultivated.

One of the most famous uses of linen is the Shroud of Turin, a centuries-old piece of linen cloth that millions believe was used 

to wrap the crucified body of Jesus of Nazareth. Researchers have studied the cloth, which bears the image of a crucified man, 

over the course of thousands of hours, making it the single most studied artifact in history. 

In ancient Egypt, linen was used during the mummification process to wrap the body of those who had died. In the country 

of Georgia, archaeologists discovered flax fibers that they estimated to be more than 30,000 years old. Historians say that in 

ancient Mesopotamia, the flax plant became domesticated because it was relatively easy to take the flax plant’s stem fibers 

and spin them into yarn.

There’s even written evidence of the use of linen found on Linear B tablets from Pylos, Greece. The Mycenaean Greeks used 

these writing tablets as documentation, and the oldest of these discovered tablets date back to 1450 BC. 

ITS IMPACT ON THE FUTURE

While linen’s past makes it a special fabric, it is the impact on the future that makes it so extraordinary. Linen is an extremely 

sustainable product due to how flax is grown.

 

Very little water is required for growing flax, so there is no need for irrigation or fertilization during this process. There is also 

little to no need for the use of pesticides, herbicides or fungicides. 

In 2008, an Advisory Commission’s Report to the European Parliament stated:

 

“Concerning the environmental impact of flax and hemp cultures, the evaluation report underlines that these cultures clearly need less 

fertilizer and chemical pesticides than replacement cultures. In addition, they have positive effects on the agricultural eco-systems’ 

diversity and landscape. In this context, growing these fibers offers a welcome ‘environmental pause’ in order to maintain soil quality, 

preserve landscapes and encourage bio-diversity.”
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The proof is in the numbers. All the signatory producers of the European 

Flax Charter are reducing the ecological footprint of European Flax:

 

• 342,000 tons of greenhouse gas emissions spared each year in 

Europe

• 38,000 tons of the equivalent in oil saved each year

• 300 tons of phytosanitary products saved each year

• Zero waste due to every part of the flax plant being used

• Zero irrigation required for growth

• Zero pesticides required, meaning no pollution in soil or water

• 100% biodegradable linen material

When compared to other materials, the news gets even better. The 

amount of energy used to create linen is far less than other types of 

fabrics. In fact, studies clearly show that for all environmental impact 

indicators, flax fibers score much better than other fibers, reducing the 

amount of energy consumed to produce 1 KG of fiber.

 

Linen is clearly the most sustainable choice due to the environmentally-

friendly growing practices of flax and the fact that it is 100% 

biodegradable once disposed of.

 

Fibers Energy in Mj / kg 
of fiber

Flax/Linen 10

Cotton 55

Wool 63

Viscose 100

Polypropylene 115

Polyester 125

Acrylic 175

Nylon 250
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Linen is a valuable textile used in many applications, but many do not 

realize that the word "linen" is also an all-encompassing term used to 

describe window treatments, upholstery and other common uses of this 

material. often this word is used interchangeably.

 

In reality, there are several different types of linen fabric. Choosing the 

right one for your project can impact the end result.

 

 
EUROPEAN VS. OTHER TYPES OF 
LINEN

 

You’ve likely heard of types of linen that are named after a specific 

country or area, such as Belgian linen, French linen or European linen. 

While designers and consumers often tie these types of linen to elegance 

because of how they have been marketed, the truth is that all of these 

linens source the same flax fibers found in this region.

 

European linen is constructed using the flax grown along the English 

Channel in Belgium, France and the Netherlands where cool climates are 

ideal. This optimal environment allows for the sustainable growth of flax, 

and when coupled with local knowledge that is unmatched, you end up 

with a very strong regional foundation to produce the finest quality raw 

materials.

 

Flax production isn’t reserved for only these countries, however. In fact, 

flax is grown in other parts of the world as well, including China, Italy, 

Ireland and even the United States. However, particularly in the United 

States, flax crops are more often used for products like flaxseed oil rather 

than linen fabric.

TYPES OF LINEN FABRIC
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Loosely-woven linen, or loose weave linen, is most commonly used in reusable diapers. It is not very 

durable, but it is highly absorbent.

LOOSELY-WOVEN LINEN

Sheeting linen is used frequently in apparel and bedding construction due to its untextured 

appearance. This type of linen features a close weave and often has a higher thread count. Because it 

feels heavier to the touch, sheeting linen is used widely to manufacture sheets for beds.

SHEETING LINEN

Plain-woven linen is simple, but useful in many of today’s household kitchens. This type of linen is 

often used to construct towels of various types, including dish and hand towels. It is very durable, 

making it the perfect choice for fine linens that are used repeatedly and for cleaning. This type of 

linen may feature a checkered or striped pattern.

PLAIN-WOVEN LINEN

Linen is also classified by how it is woven. There are several types of weaving, which creates the 

fabric’s pattern and texture. Here are four of the most common:

LINEN WEAVE PATTERNS

DAMASK LINEN

Damask linen is more delicate and has been compared to embroidery. During the weaving process, 

patterns are formed, giving this type of linen an ornate look. Designs can often be subtle, appearing 

to the eye as the light changes or vantage point changes in a room. 

 

The name comes from the Syrian capital of Damasus, which once served as a central point for textile 

trade between the East and the West. Because of its delicacy, damask linen is used most often for 

special occasions or as decorative additions to a room.

Linen blends feature a mixture of linen and the 

fibers of another source. There are a handful 

of linen blends on the market that are typically 

used to create home goods and other products.

 These include:

• Linen/Rayon: Rayon, a manufactured 

fiber made from wood pulp, is softened 

by blending it with linen. Rayon provides 

a subtle sheen and drapes nicely, making 

this blend a great choice for clothing.

• Linen/Cotton: This blend offers several 

advantages to consumers. While the 

benefits of linen are still intact, cotton 

adds softness and reduces the number of 

wrinkles linen fabric can experience.

• Linen/Polyester: Adding polyester to this 

blend also helps reduce the number of 

wrinkles and helps the fabric retain its 

color.

LINEN BLENDS
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Slip Covers
 

Slip covers also enjoy the same benefits 

outlined above, as well as can easily be 

laundered when cleaning is needed. Caring for 

linen slip covers is pretty straightforward. Slip 

covers should be washed in cold or warm water, 

and dried on low heat for a short period of time. 

 

With linens, you should remove the fabric from 

the dryer while somewhat damp. An iron can 

be used on linen while it is still damp to remove 

wrinkles. More information can be found in our 

article, How To Wash Linens.

Upholstery
 

Linen is the perfect fabric for high-traffic areas 

such as sofas or chairs. While it provides the 

comfort customers desire after a long day, 

linen’s low maintenance properties are highly 

desired as well. 

 

Linen only requires occasional vacuuming 

to maintain its care, and this durable fabric 

resists stains easily. With more use, linen fabric 

actually becomes softer while maintaining its 

original sophisticated appearance. It is also 

highly breathable thanks to the fibers that allow 

air to circulate. 

Window Treatments
 

Linen fabric takes window treatments and 

turns them into luxurious statement pieces. 

Linen tends to be a more billowy fabric while 

providing a tailored look. This makes it a great 

fabric if you want airflow and light to filter into 

a space. 

Linen is also a strong fabric, so it maintains its 

look and shape for a long time. And, because it 

can be dyed in a variety of colors and printed 

on, this opens up the design possibilities for 

your exciting ideas to be realized.

USES OF LINEN FABRIC

Linen fabric is a versatile textile, used today throughout the home, office and at special events. Below we’ll explore the multiple uses of linen, including 

ways to dress a home and office space using this attractive textile and how to choose the right fabric for your application.

MULTI-USES OF LINEN
 

Linen fabric can be used for multiple applications. Often, the application it is used for is dependent on the type of flax plant fiber. 

Short fibers are used to produce items like dollar bills and are used in the automotive industry to create several products. 

 

Long fibers are more typically used in the fashion and upholstery industries to create items like clothing, furniture upholstery, window treatments and 

other home products.

 

Also from the flax plant, shives and seeds are used to create several products. While the agricultural industry most frequently uses shives, the plant’s 

seeds are used to make stains for home and industrial applications. 

USES AT HOME OR WORK 

Versatile in both the home and office, linen fabric can add appeal and comfort to any space. Here are nine ways linen fabric is used today in home and 

office decor:
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Table Linens
 

Quality linens take an average table setting and 

turn it into an extraordinary experience. The 

key is to have beautiful and functional table 

linens all in one, and linen fabric is the textile to 

make that happen. 

 

Linen is soft and natural, as well as highly 

absorbent and long-lasting. Linen can handle 

frequent washings and will actually get better 

with every cycle. Table linens made from linen 

can be dyed or customized with prints for an 

individualized look.

Bedding
 

Linen fabric is a great choice for bedding 

because of its feeling of comfort against the 

skin, which promotes a good night’s sleep. The 

varying fabric weaves can create the look of 

luxury or simplicity.

Linen has temperature-regulating qualities, 

keeping an individual cool on warm nights and 

warm on cold nights. Linen fabric also takes any 

moisture from the body and wicks it away. It 

also stands up to frequent washing.

Pillows
 

When linen fabric is used to construct 

decorative pillows, this textile provides 

a tailored and luxurious look. Even more 

appealing, linen pillows require relatively low 

maintenance.

 

Linen is also twice as strong as cotton and more 

durable than wool, ensuring throw pillows are 

more than a seasonal purchase. Linen absorbs 

up to 20% of its weight in moisture, making it 

cool to the touch and perfect or any type of 

environment.

Ceiling Designs
 

Elegant ceiling displays can be created for any 

event using linen draping. Perfect for weddings, 

upscale corporate events and other events, 

ceiling swags add great ambiance. 

Linen, in particular, creates a tailored look while 

still allowing airflow and light to filter into the 

space.

Lamp Shades
 

Lamp shades offer a unique way to dress a 

space and help set a cozy mood. Linen is two 

to three times stronger than cotton fabric, an 

important quality in a lamp shade. 

Linen is also lightweight and easily wicks 

away heat and moisture. It’s also a naturally 

antibacterial fabric. 

Shower Curtains
 

Like window treatments, shower curtains 

constructed using linen fabric will provide a 

tailored, luxurious look to the bathroom. 

Because of the humidity often found in the 

bathroom that stems from use of the shower, 

linen is a great choice because of its ability to 

wick away moisture and retain its freshness.
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When choosing linen fabric for your application, selecting the right weight, color and durability of 

the fabric will be important to ensure the long-term success of your project.

HANGING APPLICATIONS 
 

It’s important to consider how the length of the fabric you require can impact the weight of the 

fabric selected. 

 

For instance, it’s important to consider the weight of the product for applications like window 

treatments, shower curtains and ceiling displays, which likely require longer sheets of fabric. 

 

Drapery panels that are too heavy may not not hang well, which is why choosing a light- to medium-

weight linen fabric that still effectively blocks natural light while maintaining a billowy flow is key to 

a quality product. Look for a weight that is less than 13 ounces per square foot. 

 

Ceiling displays will likely require an even lower weight depending on the amount of light flow 

through the fabric you require.

HOW TO CHOOSE THE RIGHT 
LINEN FABRIC

DURABILITY
 

Double rub ratings are important tools in determining what grade 

of upholstery you likely need for your project. The U.S. government 

established the Fabric Wearability Code, a universal rating system that 

sets a standard for fabric strength.

 

Wearability codes that accompany pieces of upholstery are determined 

through double rub testing techniques, which take a piece of heavy canvas 

and repeatedly rubbed over a piece of fabric. Every time a mechanized 

arm moves back and forth over the material, it is counted as one double 

rub. 

 

This action replicates abrasive effects experienced in the real world 

from normal wear and tear. Guidelines state that 3,000 double rubs 

equal one year of typical use. A heavier linen fabric will typically be more 

appropriate for environments that require heavy duty material for long-

lasting use. 

Below is a scale to follow for residential use when weighing your options.

NON-HANGING APPLICATIONS 

Fabric used for other types of home and office decor may require a different weight of fabric in 

order to ensure durability. Here are some minimum fabric weights to consider that work best with 

common items found in residential and commercial areas. 

 

• Upholstery: 11.5 ounces and up per square foot (more for high-traffic areas)

• Slip covers: 10 ounces per square foot (more for high-traffic areas)

• Pillows: 5.5 ounces per square foot

• Bedding: 6 ounces per square foot

• Table linens: 7 ounces per square foot

COLOR
 

When choosing a linen fabric for your project, do not rely on the manufacturer’s website for color. It 

is better to request a color swatch so that you are more likely to receive the color you desire. 

 

Dye lot variations are common in the textile industry, and color shifts can happen with “stock” 

colors. That is why it is important to make sure all your fabric comes for the same dye lot.   or you 

can choose to get your own custom dye lot created to help ensure your fabric features the color 

you want. This ensures that much more stringent controls are added so that the mill can meet the 

specifications. The result is repeatable and reliable with a maximum variation of 3% to 5%.

# of Double Rubs Uses

Heavy Duty 15,000+
Busy home with pets & 

children

Medium Duty 9,000 to 15,000
Use in family rooms, 

more budget-friendly

Light Duty 3,000 to 9000
Formal living rooms or 

spaces not used on a 
daily basis

Delicate Duty Less than 3,000
Decorative details like 

pillows & curtains

If you are designing for commercial use, you will want to look for linen 

fabric with a higher rub count. You should design with at least a minimum 

of 15,000 double rubs. 

Office or banquet furniture used for events typically begin to experience 

wear and tear at a higher frequency than residential furniture. 
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SPECIAL FINISHES
 

Specialty finishes can help you create your perfect fabric. These finishes range 

from custom dyeing to specialty printing and protective coatings. 

CUSTOM DYEING
 

Color shifts can happen with “stock” colors. When you have your own custom 

dye lot created, must more stringent controls are added so the mill can meet 

the specifications. The result is repeatable and reliable with a maximum 

variation of 3% to 5%.

If you choose to custom dye your linen fabric, you typically will provide a 

Pantone number or swatch of fabric to match. At World Linen, a lab dip (or 

2x2 swatch) is created for your approval. A one- to two-week lead time is 

required for custom dyeing. Once you receive the lab dip, you are allowed one 

free revision. Once the lab dip is approved, production begins.

PRINTING
 

There are typically two types of printing services available...Rotary/flat bed 

printing and digital printing.

 

Rotary/flat bed printing is a direct-to-fabric printing technique where the 

image is engraved on precision cut stencils, also known as screens. Multiple 

screens can be used to create a multi-color design and can produce vivid 

colors and intricate designs. Crisp lines and detailed images are created using 

screen printing, allowing inks to penetrate the fabric and hold color better and 

longer. 

 

Digital printing on fabric is also known as DTG, or direct-to-garment printing. 

Digital printing is any ink-jet based method of printing colorants onto 

fabric. This process allows for lower minimums, eliminates screen charges 

and removes the need for screen storage. A new trend is emerging where 

larger designs are printed onto larger rollers so corporations can brand their 

company or advertise their message.  
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FIRE SAFETY
 

Most know that there are fire ratings issues for construction materials in order to maintain compliance. However, what some 

may not know is that many fabrics must meet flammability codes. 

 

In fact, fabrics used in public spaces must meet fire safety standards as outlined by the National Fire Protection Association 

and California law. By limiting the spread of a fire, a building structure can be saved.

 

If your application requires the fabric you use to meet fire codes, check with your supplier to ensure the fabric has received a 

protective coating or finish. A coating can be applied to meet this standard.

PROTECTIVE COATINGS
 

Protective coatings are used to enhance durability and meet certain industry or government standards. 

 

Nano coating is a commonly used, very thin transparent plastic polymer film coating that is applied to surfaces to help repel 

dry particles, water, oil and dirt. It can also be used to create resistance to bacteria. 

 

Scotchgard and Alta treatments are other types of common protective coatings widely used in homes and office spaces to 

prevent fabric stains that can occur from dirt and spills. 

 

Fire retardant applications are required under California law for public spaces. These applications can be sprayed on or 

brushed on and help limit the spread of a fire. Rather than igniting, the fabric is protected under intense heat.

Antimicrobial, antibacterial and antifungal treatments can be applied to prevent the buildup of bacteria, fungi and dust mites. 

These are typically used for schools, gyms, hospitals and outdoor applications like awnings, tents and lawn furniture.
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Linen has earned the reputation as being a luxurious fabric that is in demand, 

and for good reason. Its strength, durability and breathability make it a 

favorite for a variety of uses, from window treatments to upholstery and table 

linens. 

 

Here are some of the top benefits of using linen fabric for your project.

 

EASE OF CARE

 

Caring for linens is a fairly straightforward process. This quality makes it an 

attractive choice and selling point.

WASHING LINEN
 

Before washing any linen fabric, it is important to check the label for care 

instructions. Although linen may be washed using different methods that are 

outlined below, the manufacturer may recommend a particular method for 

that piece that you should pass along to your client. 

 
MACHINE WASHING
 

Smaller items like clothing or curtains can be washed in a machine, although 

they should be separated based on color. Users should also wash linens in a 

separate load from other types of fabrics. 

 

When using a household or commercial washing machine, keep the water 

temperatures no hotter than lukewarm, and preferably cold. Hot water may 

cause linen fabric to shrink or may weaken the fibers.

 

Three additional tips include:

 

Use the gentle cycle to keep the fibers intact.

Do not overload your machine; this may prevent your fabric from getting 

evenly cleaned.

Use mild (delicate) detergent, and do not bleach, as this may weaken the 

fibers. 

BENFITS OF LINEN 
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HAND WASHING
 

When hand washing linen fabric, combine lukewarm water and approximately one teaspoon of mild 

detergent in a sink (or other container large enough to hold your fabric). Soak your linen for about 

10 minutes, and afterward, use your hands to gently move the fabric around in the container. DO 

NOT twist the fabric or scrub it, as this can damage the fibers in the fabric. 

 

Allow the water to drain and refill the sink. Continue this step until all of the detergent is removed. 

 

Important note: When hand washing linen that is designated for upholstery or pillows, the 

directions for hand washing may look different. Check the manufacturer’s tag to see if there is a 

cleaning code or cleaning directions attached. For example, the tag may include a “W,” which signals 

that the linen can be washed with water and mild detergent. An “S” requires cleaning with a solvent.

 

DRY CLEANING
 
Linen fabric may be dry cleaned as well. This will save you and your client time during the cleaning 

process since the natural fibers of linen are more prone to wrinkling. Dry cleaners can press the 

linens to remove any creases or wrinkles. 

 

DRYING LINEN
 

If a linen is pre-washed, you can place linens in the dryer on low heat. This will help remove some 

wrinkles that are often associated with linen. However, you should remove the fabric while it is still 

somewhat damp. 

 

If the linen is used as upholstery on a piece of furniture or is too large to be placed inside a dryer, air 

drying is required.

PRESSING LINEN
 

If you air dry your linens, be prepared to press them to remove any wrinkles. To do this without 

damaging the fibers, turn your iron to its low to medium-hot setting. Iron the fabric while it is still 

damp. You can also dampen a towel and place it over top the piece of linen before ironing.

 

REMOVING STAINS
 

If a piece of linen fabric is stained, it’s best to try to remove the stain as soon as possible. Soak the 

stain with a solution made of water and detergent. You can also spot clean the fabric with club soda, 

baking soda or even a small amount of white vinegar, followed by blotting the stain with a towel.

 

If spot cleaning does not work, try first rubbing the stain with dish soap, removing any dirt possible. 

Wash the fabric either by hand or in a washing machine using the tips outlined above.

SUSTAINABILITY
 

Linen is an extremely sustainable fabric, both because of how flax plants 

are grown and the sustainability of the fabric itself. 

 

Flax grows naturally, requiring no additional water other than rainwater 

and no pesticides, herbicides or fungicides. Every part of the plant is 

used, even the seeds that can be used to produce oil or flax seeds for 

consumption. 

 

Linen is extremely durable,  so it enjoys a longer lifespan. And because it 

is a natural fiber, linen is recyclable and biodegradable when discarded, 

ensuring its impact on the environment is minimal. 

COMFORT
 

Linen has been used for thousands of years and has remained a staple in 

the textile industry because of its comfort. Linen fabric has three features 

that provide this exceptional comfort...that it is moisture resistant, hypo-

allergenic and breathable.

 

Linen can absorb dampness up to 20% without even feeling wet. It’s 

often hidden dampness that leads to bacterial growth, so this moisture-

resistant feature keeps bedding healthier over time. 

 

Flax is also naturally hypoallergenic and is considered to be a natural fiber 

that is friendly to a person’s skin. Because linen is hypoallergenic, it is 

perfect for allergy sufferers. 

 

Creating a product that can be used in any environment is important, and 

for those who live in hot climates, linen fabric is a great choice to keep you 

cool in the summer. Yet in the winter, linen will keep you warm, making 

this a great year-round textile for bedding.

 

It’s also in bedding, including sheets and comforters, where breathability 

is especially important. Linen allows for better regulation of your body 

temperature, which in turn, impacts how well an individual sleeps at night. 

 

Because linen bedding is twice as strong as cotton, it can last for several 

years, ensuring a wise investment. 
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DISADVANTAGES OF DISTRIBUTORS:

• Distributors mark up prices before selling the fabric to an end user, potentially creating a budget issue

 

RETAILERS
 

While retailers may have a selection of linen fabric on hand, it’s often a last choice among interior designers. That’s because 

purchasing from a retailer is often the most expensive option and can leave a designer in a jam should more of the same fabric 

be needed. Retail locations typically only have a limited supply of a fabric and are at the mercy of a distributor or supplier to 

receive more. Even if a retailer can secure more of the product, this can be a very timely process.

 

ADVANTAGES OF RETAILERS: 

• Quick access to linen fabric

 

DISADVANTAGES OF RETAILERS:

• Higher prices, since retailers must make a profit off the distributor’s already marked up prices

• Limited selection of linen fabric choices

• Limited quantities of linen fabric, often without the option of ordering more if needed

• Customization is not available… any fabric sold at a retail location is often “sold as-is”

• Little to no knowledge of the source of the linen fabric, including where the flax was grown

 

 

Regardless of where you buy linen fabric, the company from which you purchase the fabric should have extensive product 

knowledge. This can be invaluable when choosing the weight of linen fabric you need and other important qualities of the 

fabric.

As an interior designer, the quality of your product significantly depends on the quality of linen fabric you use. Knowing where 

to purchase that fabric and the factors that affect price are important to securing the right fabric for your project.

 

WHERE TO BUY LINEN
 

When buying linen, you have three options available to you...Wholesalers, distributors and retailers.

WHOLESALERS
 

For projects that require a large quantity of linen fabric, many turn to linen fabric wholesale suppliers, typically the fabric 

company, to find the best prices or the quantities they need. 

 

ADVANTAGES OF WHOLESALERS: 

• Wholesale suppliers can fulfill quantity and design options

• Competitive wholesale prices are typically available

• Custom services can offer a personalized look even at wholesale quantities

• Working with a supplier can develop a long-term relationship

• Any ordering or quality issues can be addressed directly with and rectified by the manufacturer

• Can meet more stringent deadlines since you are dealing directly with the manufacturing source

• An ability to visit a showroom and see fabric selections in person since most fabric suppliers have showrooms across the 

United States

• Knowledge of the source of the fabric 

 

DISADVANTAGES OF WHOLESALERS:

Minimum quantity orders may be required depending on the supplier

DISTRIBUTORS
 

When a fabric manufacturer works with a distributor, that distributor works to find retail outlets and other customers for 

the fabric. As a “middle man,” the distributor marks up the price of the fabric before selling it to an end user in order to make a 

profit.

 

ADVANTAGES OF DISTRIBUTORS: 

• Minimum quantity orders may not apply

• Prices are less than retail

• Greater selection of product if the distributor works with multiple suppliers

BUYING LINEN FABRIC
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Budget plays a significant role in the linen fabric you choose for your project. However, 

understanding what factors impact the price of linen can help you determine the quality of product 

you need and from where you should purchase the textile.

 

As we explored above, from whom you purchase your linen fabric can impact the price. There are 

three additional factors that have a significant effect on price as well:

 

• Quality

• Natural vs. synthetic fibers

• Certifications

The reality is that while one fabric may be the perfect fit for one project, it may not be for another. 

The slightest change in fabric weight or the addition of special coatings and backing can make a big 

difference in what your final product looks like. 

 

Some weights, weave patterns and customizations are simply better than others for a particular 

application, and that’s information that a knowledgeable wholesale supplier will be able to share 

with you. 

 

For a better customer experience, choosing a supplier or distributor that is located domestically 

tends to yield better results. That’s because there are:

 

• No customs to deal with

• Fewer time zones to overcome

• Shorter shipping times 

• Opportunities to visit a company onsite

 

Should there be an error with your order, you are more likely to experience an easier time reaching 

the company by phone with questions or more recourse if an order is not fulfilled correctly.

THE PRICE OF LINEN

Keep in mind that characteristics designed to increase the quality of a 

linen fabric may impact the cost of well. These include: 

 

• Custom dyes and print services

• Weave counts (tighter weaves often equate to higher thread counts 

and comfort)

• Weight of fabric

 

Another item to keep in mind that can impact quality is whether the 

product you are purchasing is in fact legitimate. Sadly, counterfeiting can 

be a problem even in the textile industry. 

 

To protect the integrity of natural linen production and manufacturing, 

and to ensure consumer confidence in their purchasing decisions, the 

Bast Fibre Authority is now the warrant for reliable compositional 

treating, product compliance and correct labeling. This allows brands and 

distributors to meet their legal obligations.

 

The Bast Fibre Authority established the first reliable method to identify 

bast fibers, namely flax/linen, hemp and Ramie. This method is supported 

by a network of independent expert laboratories and providers of testing 

and control services. 

QUALITY

The quality of the product is one of the top factors that impacts price. When it comes to linen, there 

is no truer saying than, “You get what you pay for.” 

 

When looking for a linen manufacturer, ensure that the company is knowledgeable of where the flax 

used to construct the linen is sourced. The production of linen in the European countries along the 

English Channel is carried out by a skilled local workforce using ethical production methods. All of 

their production methods are in compliance with the International Labor Organisation.

 

4140



It’s a common question among designers: Which is better? Natural or 

synthetic fibers? 

 

Today, nearly two-thirds of the textiles produced are made from synthetics, 

according to an Ellen Macarthur Foundation report on the textiles economy. 

Synthetic fibers are usually constructed by combining natural materials with 

man-made fibers. Popular examples include polyester and rayon. 

 

Natural fibers come from naturally-occurring plants and animals. Popular 

examples include linen, cotton, bamboo, leather and wool. Natural materials 

overall are more environmentally-friendly. They tend to last longer, decay 

naturally when disposed and are not made with dangerous chemicals.

 

However, natural materials can come at a cost. A high demand for bamboo, for 

example, means more of China’s forests are destroyed to meet this interest. 

Pesticides and fertilizers are often used in the growth of cotton in fields, and 

because cotton is one of the largest non-food crops globally, its impact on soil 

is significant. 

In fact, although cotton is grown on 2.5% of agricultural land, cotton consumes 

more than 16% of all insecticides and 6.8% of all herbicides, according to 

TheWorldCounts, which gathers data about consumer habits and their impact 

on the environment.

 

If sustainability is an important indicator of quality to you, linen is an 

extremely sustainable textile and is considered to be one of the friendliest 

fabrics to the environment. Many farmers do not use irrigation or fertilization 

during the growing process and no part of the plant is wasted during 

harvesting. Linen is also biodegradable.

 

Although natural materials may cost more than synthetic fibers because their 

growth and construction involves a more time-intensive and environmentally-

conscious process, you can rest assured you’re doing your part to provide a 

high-quality product that preserves the environment.

NATURAL VS SYNTHETIC 
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If linen is certified for the origin of its flax, it may mean that the cost of that 

product will be higher than a product not certified. However, many are willing 

to pay that cost to ensure the product they are receiving is of the highest 

quality.

 

In fact, according to the Barometer of European Flax/Linen Report of 2015, 

six out of 10 consumers declared themselves ready to pay more for a product 

with a certified European Flax origin. 

 

What certifications should you look for in a linen product? European FlaxⓇ is 

the qualitative standard of European Flax fiber for all uses (fashion, lifestyle, 

home and composites), promoting origin, know-how and innovation.

 

The European FlaxⓇ Charter, signed by each of the flax producers, guarantees 

that local farming respects the environment through zero irrigation, GMO-

free and zero waste. This label, audited by Bureau Veritas Certification, 

certifies traceability at each step of the processing, from growth through 

the finished product. This certification provides reassurance to a demanding 

consumer. 

 

The Masters of LinenⓇ certification guarantees linen traceability and 100% 

made in Europe. It also guarantees excellence in cultivation and manufacturer, 

from the field to the spinning, weaving and knitting process.

 

This certification is awarded to European spinners, weavers and circular 

knitters mills under strict criteria: 

 

• A commitment to European production and supplies percentage

• Yearly audit by accredited institutes or an auditor

• Labeling fabrics exclusively woven and spun in Europe

• Transmitting the label to brands and retailers under the same conditions

 

This certification is a reliable guarantee through a certified traceability chain, 

ensuring the quality of the linen you invest in for your project enhances the 

quality, durability and consumer appeal of your product. 

A Fabric For Generations
Generation after generation, linen fabric has been a staple in the home and 

business. This best-selling textile continues to be known for its strength, 

longevity, freshness and comfort. 

For interior designers, this versatile fabric that exudes both elegance and 

comfort is a must-have in their arsenal. 

With this guide, you can evaluate how linen fabric can best enhance your 

project, what factors may impact price and your budget, and the benefits linen 

fabric will offer your clients for years to come. 

CERTIFICATIONS
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World Linen

2824 E. 11th St.

Los Angeles, CA 90023

P:  213-748-1370

E: info@worldlinen.com

W: worldlinen.com

WORLD LINEN

CREATE YOUR 
WHOLESALE 

ACCOUNT 
TODAY

CLICK HERE 
OR SCAN BELOW
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