§ THIS IS WHERE WE JOIN THEM,
INSIDE THE HOUSE THAT 1S
NESTLED IN THE WOODS OF A

M PRIVATE BIODOME THAT SITS ATOP

ARC29, LET'S SAY TWO MINUTES
B BEFORE THE END OF BOOK ONE.

WHILE IT 1S UNNECESSARY TO HAVE READ EITHER OF THE

FIRST TWO BOOKS OF ARC29 TO ENJOY THE FOLLOWING,

IT 1S IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THESE EVENTS TAKE PLACE
IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE END OF BOOK ONE. CYRIL HAS
GIVEN CAPTAIN PATRICK A NEW UNIFORM AND TRANSFORMED
HIM WITH A HAIRCUT AND SHAVE, ALL IN AN EFFORT TO PREPARE
HIM FOR HIS NEXT CHALLENGE: TAKING ON NEW PASSENGERS
ABOARD ARC29!

TRYING DESPERATELY TO KEEP HIMSELF
GROUNDED WHILE ASSUMING HIS NEW ROLE
AS CAPTAIN, PATRICK HAS DECIDED TO BUILD
HIMSELF A HOME IN THE ANCESTRAL STYLE
OF HIS CHILDHOOD PLANET, DEMETER.

WELL PATRICK,
BE HONEST NOW,
WHAT DO You
THINK OF IT?




CYRIL, IT'S
PERFECT. I LOVE IT.

FINALLY SAY IT--

IN FACT. L THINK T CAN

SAY WHAT,
EXACTLY?

I'M READY.

THAT'S GREAT BECAUSE 1'VE
TUST BEEN WAITING FOR SOME

SORT OF A SIGN THAT YOU WERE
ACTUALLY PREPARED FOR THIS.

NOW DON'T GET MAD BUT WE'RE
CURRENTLY IN ORBIT AROUND THE FIRST
COLONY IN OUR PATH, ABADODUS, AND
HAVE BEEN FOR ABOUT A WEEK ALREADY.

AWESOME!
LET's PO IT!

OKAY, SURE. GIVE ME . /)/ /
36 HOURS TO PREP THE .
SHUTTLE AND SUPPLIES,




$0,I'M EXPECTING
SIX PEOPLE TO JOIN US
HERE ON ABADOOUS.

AN ADVENTUROUS
FAMILY OF FOUR PLUS
A MAN AND A WOMAN,
SEPERATELY.

T'VE PREPARED A
DOCUMENT FOR You
TO STUDY BEFORE
WE HEAD OUT.

HOw DO You
WANT 1T? PRINTED?
AUDIO FILE?
INTERACTIVE MEDIA?

UH, AUDIO 1S FINE.
IT'S ABOUT THE
PASSENGERS?

SURE,
IN PART.

SOME OF \T COVERS THE
PARTICULARITIES AND
TRADITIONS OF THE LOCALS
AS WELL AS A DETAILED
PLAN OF APPROACH.

S

WE NEED TO COME OFF

AS BOTH CONFIDENT AND
WELCOMING. WELL, LISTEN

TO THE FILE, YOU'LL

UNDERSTAND WHAT I MEAN.

T'LL HAVE TO HANG
BACK AND STAY OUT
OF SIGHT. AT THE

VERY LEAST, YOU'LL
LOOK THE PART.




FEELS LIKE
YOU DID MOST OF
THE WORK WITH
THIS NEW LOOK.

AND I'VE GOT
36 HOURS

I'M GOING BACK TO ORLANDO'S
HOUSE, I HAVEN'T READ HIS
JOURNALS YET,

OKAY, cooL.
THERE'S SOMETHING
T WANT To 0O FIRST.

WHAT!? (T's

BEEN MONTHS!
PATRICK, YOU'RE
IMpPossiBLE!

I JUST ASSUMED
YOU DION'T WANT
TO SHARE THEM

WITH ME!




CAN YOU HONESTLY
SAY YOU'RE SURPRISED?
YOU'VE WATCHED ME AVOID
EVERYTHING SINCE HE WAS
KILLED, JUST FOCUSED
ON THIS HOUSE.

WELL, 1T'S TIME
TO RECTIRY THAT,

TELL YOU WHAT, - . ABSOLUTELY! T'M S0
WHEN I'M DONE T'LL ~ ~ CURIOUS TO ASSEMBLE
PASS THEM ON, et THE ENIGMA THAT WAS
IF YOU'D LIKE TO ORLANDO SHARP.
READ THEM. e

OKAY, I'LL SEND YOU A MESSAGE
WHEN WE'RE READY FOR LAUNCH
AND IF YOU COULD GO OVER THE FILE
BEFORE WE GO, THAT'D BE GREAT.
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T HOPE IT
HELPS Too.
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HELLO PATRICK, L
WE'RE HERE, T MUST
BE PEAD, HEH.

NOW; TM GOING TO
STOP DRAWING MYSELF
AS THE OLO MAN YOU
KNEW AND CHANGE INSTEAD
TO A YOUNGER, BETTER
VERS1ON OF MYSELF.

Abgggs':";”f/? TH,
ou p, =
Like ,,,,S'thrb,

HOLY SHIT,
ORLANDO!
HOW MUCH TIME
DID YoU SPEND
ONTHIS?




WELCOME, LAD.
IT'S NICE TO SEE
YOU AGAIN.

T'LL SIMPLY INCLUDE
YOU IN THE SCENE,
LIKE THIS.

PuT

NOW, YOU'LL HAVE TO

LIKE THIS, CHALK IT UP TO

UP WITH THINGS LOOKING

MY LIMITATIONS AS
AN ARTIST,

AND OF COURSE TLL 8E
IMAGINING DIALOGUE FOR
YOU, LITERALLY PUTTING
WORDS IN YOUR MOUTH,

HAHAHA! YES! YOU'VE : AND THIS IS AN
ALWAYS WORN YOUR EMOTIONAL REUNION,

HEART ON YOUR SLEEVE.
1M JUST HAVING SOME
FUN WITH You.

1S IT NOT?




YOU'RE RIGHT,

I GUESS. $0, I'D IMAGINE

YOU MUST HAVE A
THOUSAND QUESTIONS

FOR ME, RIGHT?

LIKE, HOWPID T
KNOW I'D BE KILLED,
OR WHY DID I KEEP THE
CAPTAIN'S QUARTERS
SECRET FROM YOU?

PERFECT. I'LL ANSWER
ALL THESE AND MORE,
OR RATHER, I ALREADY

HAVE IN THESE JOURNALS
I LEFT FOR YOU.

WELL, MAYBE. IT MAY NOT BE TOLD
HOW YOU WANT AND (T CERTAINLY ISN'T
IN CHRONOL OGICAL ORDER.

I'LtL PUT IT TO YOU
LIKE THIS - EXPECT
NOTHING AND YOU WON'T
BE DISAPPOINTED.




WHATEVER. T'm
JUST EXCITED TO
KNOW THE TRUTH,

SURE. BUT EVEN
THAT WiLL BE
SUBJECTIVE HERE.

MY INTENT 1S TO
TELL You STORIES,
NOT NECESSARILY
PRIVATE DIARY
ENTRIES.

SO I'LL BE
EXTRAPOLATING,
INVENTING SCENES
AND DIALOGUE
To SUPPORT
THE STORY.

FINE. AS ALWAYS,
ON YOUR TERMS,
EH SHARP?

HAH! YES, T
SUPPOSE SO.

THE MORE
THINGS CHANGE...




S0, TO BE CLEAR,

THIS FIRST ONE ISN'T
ANSWERING ANY OF THE
QUESTIONS I MENTIONED

EARLIER,

INSTEAD IT TELLS OF HOW
T CAME TO BE CAPTAIN
OF MY FIRST SHIP:
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PHANTOM
ARTIST!

SECRET PAST,

MORE OF YOUR

TUST REMEMBER
TO LEAVE YOUR
EXPECTATIONS

RIGHT HERE.




A LiTTLe INTRODUCTION TO

MY HOME FOR YOU: T WAS

BORN ON A COLONY NAMED
KAYLION. IT WAS PART OF

THE FIRST WAVE OF SPACE
EXPANSION AND IS A MOON OF

A GASSY GIANT. IT'S CLOSE

TO ANETWORK OF POPULATED
PLANETS WHICH ITSELF |S NOT
TOOo FAR FROM EARTH. MOSTLY
COVERED IN WATER, THERE ARE A
CLUSTER OF HABITABLE TROPICAL
ISLANDS WHERE A HANDFUL

OF PROSPEROUS CITIES HAVE
ESTABLISHEDP THEMSELVES,

THE COLONY'S WEALTH 1S
MOSTLY IN OFF- SHORE MINING
FOR RARE MINERALS, VALUABLE
FOR TRADE WITH NEIGHBORS.

MY DAD, A FORMER INTER-
PLANETARY OFFICER, WAS

NOW OPERATING A SUCCESSFUL
SHIPPING COMPANY WITH MY
MOM WHILE T WAS GROWING UP.
UNTIL T WAS ABOUT TEN, MY
TIME WAS SPLIT BETWEEN

THE SURFACE AND MY PARENTS
FIRST SPACESHIP. BY THE

TIME I WAS A TEENAGER,

THE BUSINESS HAD EXPANDED

TO A SMALL FLEET.







