
W H E R E  D O E S  Y O U R  
S U B S C R I P T I O N  G O ?

Weighing in at less than 40 grams, this wearable safety device can provide hours of real time 
tracking while sending location data direct to the emergency rescue services. This is a truly 
connected device with a built in SIM that has roaming capability across all the major cellular 
companies in The Netherlands. The subscription fee that you pay gives you real-time access to both 
the Vodafone and KPN mobile networks without any data cap or time restrictions and cloud access 
to the SafeTrx Maritime Platform used by Kustwacht and KNRM for answering alerts. There is a 
substantial amount of engineering gone into this solution which is the cumulation of years of 
research and development by 8 West and its partners. 

When you buy SafeTrx Active, you are not just buying a piece of technology, but you are also 
contributing to the development of the Koninklijke Nederlandse Redding Maatschappij (KNRM) 
search and rescue service in The Netherlands. The SafeTrx development team have been working 
with the KNRM and others for many years and we are proud to have partnered with them on the 
rollout of this solution in The Netherlands. 

The KNRM already use our SafeTrx Maritime Platform and we have been working with them to 
innovate this software system for a few years. For all our SafeTrx development and especially with 
our SafeTrx Active watch, we use KNRM boats and crew to test our product. If they are not happy 
with a function or feature, it does not get built. They do complex end to end tests in the most 
strenuous environments to ensure that they can trust the data that is coming from the SafeTrx 
Active. They throw it overboard and set it adrift in the North Sea and track its behaviour and 
performance. When they approve it, then we proceed to build it. 

You see at the end of the day, the KNRM is looking out for you, the watersporter drifting in offshore.  
They need to be sure that by using SafeTrx Active that they will find you. 

The development of a new search and rescue technology such as SafeTrx Active is a great benefit to 
watersport people around the world, but without organisations such as the KNRM and others, what 
would be the point? We need someone to rescue us, right? 

Many people think that the KNRM is funded by the government. Well, it is not. It is a charity and is 
funded directly by the people of The Netherlands. When we were developing the SafeTrx Active 
solution, we were acutely aware of the fact that the funding of the organisation that is going to be 
the lead agency called out to people who are using SafeTrx Active was completely based on 
donations from Dutch citizens. We came up with a solution where SafeTrx Active customers could 
become donators to the KNRM for the price of a cup of coffee a month. €3 of the subscription fee, 
you are directly supporting the Search and Rescue organisation that could be rescuing you when you 
press the alert button on the SafeTrx Active watch. 

John Murphy
CEO, 8 West Consulting

SafeTrx Active is more than a watch.
It is your direct connection to the KNRM and to the Kustwacht.


