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Rapid Romanowsky Stain Pack 

Product identity (name) 
 

HS705 Rapid Romanowsky Stain Pack   
(synonyms: None) 
CAS-registry number: n/a 
Pack Size 3 x 500ml, or, 3 x 1 litre 
 

Product composition 
 

A.  HS705A - Rapid Romanowsky Stain Solution A 
contains ~100% methanol (CAS-No 67-56-1) 

 

B.  HS705B - Rapid Romanowsky Stain Solution B 
contains Eosin Y <0.5%  
(CAS-No 17372-87-1) 
 

C.  HS705C - Rapid Romanowsky Stain Solution C 
contains Azur II <1.0%  
(CAS-No 37247-10-2) 
 
 
For further information see SDS. 
 
 

Handling and storage 
 

Store in a cool, dry, well-ventilated place and use 
before expiry date. 
 

Intended Use 
 

IVD, for professional use only. 
 

Type (s) of material 
 

Air dried blood smears 
 
 
 

Suggested Staining Procedure [1, 2] 

 

Principle:  
 

The essential components in Romanowsky stains 
are a basic or cationic stain. Azur II conveys a blue-
violet or blue colour to nucleic acids (DNA and 
RNA), nucleoprotein, the granules of basophils and, 
weakly, to the granules of neutrophils. An acidic or 
anionic dye, such as eosin, conveys a red or or-
ange colour to haemoglobin and eosinophil gran-
ules. 
Air dried blood smears are stained by brief immer-
sion in the three solutions. The intensity of staining 
can be varied by adjusting the time of immersion of 

the blood smears in each solution.  

 

Handling and treatment before staining:  
 

Prepare thin blood smears on grease free slides 
and air dry. 
 

 

Technique: 

 
1. Dispense the solutions into Coplin jars or other 
 suitable staining vessels. 
2. Immerse slide in  HS705A for 30  seconds. 
3. Transfer, without rinsing or drying to HS705B 
 and stain for 15-30 seconds by slowly agitating 
 the slide in the solution or immersing and  
 withdrawing the slide several times during a 15-
 30 second period. 
4. Without rinsing, transfer slide to HS705C and  
 repeat staining as for HS705B. 
5. Rinse slide briefly in buffered water (pH 6.8) and 
 allow to dry. 
6. Examine under the microscope. Staining results 
 will be similar to traditional Romanowsky stained 
 smears. 
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Expected Results [1, 2] 

           

 

Additional Information 
 
The working solutions should be renewed once per 
week or more often if they are frequently used. 
They should be covered when not in use. 
 
Do not mix used with unused stock stain. 
 
If more or less intense staining is required the times 
of immersion in the various solutions should be al-
tered accordingly. 
 
 

 
 
Other products available but not included in the kit: 
 

HDS10 Sorensen’s Buffer concentrate pH6.8 
 
 
Users must determine the suitability of the kit for 
their particular use. 
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 European conformity according to the "IN-VITRO DIAGNOSTIC MEDICAL DEVICES 

DIRECTIVE 98/79/EC, ANNEX III". Manufactured by TCS Biosciences Ltd. 
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Background  Light Blue 

Platelets  Violet/Purple 

Neutrophil  nucleus Dark Blue 

 cytoplasm Pale Pink 

Eosinophil  nucleus Blue 

 cytoplasm Blue 

 granules Red to 
Red/Orange 

Basophil  nucleus  Purple or Dark 
Blue 

 granules Dark  
Purple/Black 

Monocyte Nucleus 
(lobated) 

Violet 

 Cytoplasm Sky blue 
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