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Sockles Accessory Kit

Turn ordinary socks into extraordinary puppets! Personalize 
your sock puppet creations using the materials provided in this 
kit. Simple felt shapes are easy to glue on, while Bright Buttons 
can be sewn on. Using these materials will help teach students 
multiple skills at once.

Encourage your students to explore 
using the sock puppets. They can place 
their hands inside and mimic a basic 
'flapping' motion. Ask students to raise all 
their fingers up except for their thumbs. 
This action will spread the sock puppet 
apart as if it is opening its mouth. When 
students have got the hang of this action, 
they can press their fingers together with 
their thumb to 'close' the puppet's mouth. 

Note: If students are having trouble performing this action, ask 
them to try it without the sock. 

To secure the sock while sewing or gluing on the details, 
slip the sock over the provided Stiffener. This will hold the sock 

in place as students attach the 
accessories. If you are using glue on 
the sock puppet, use the Stiffener to 
hold the puppet in place as the glue 
dries. Once the sock puppet is 
complete, slide the Stiffener out from 
underneath it to reuse in another sock 
puppet project 

Decorate your sock puppets with hair, eyes, spots and other 
embellishments using the pre-cut colorful felt shapes. The 
shapes can be attached using glue or can be sewn on with yarn. 
Use the safe and effective Plastic Lacing Needles included in the 
kit to teach students how to sew on their puppet details. 

Our easy-to-use Plastic Lacing Needles work perfectly to sew 
the felt shapes or buttons onto your sock 
characters while keeping little fingers 
safe. Using the Plastic Lacing Needles will 
take away your students' hesitation to 
learn this fine motor skill exercise. 
Regular sewing needles are much too 
sharp and can be hazardous for 
developing fingers to use. Most schools 
won't even allow the use of sewing 
needles in the building. To get around 
this, we've developed our super-safe 
Plastic Lacing Needles. The plastic is 

rounded at the tip to prevent students from accidentally poking 
each other. The rounded tip still slides effectively through cloth, 
so you won't have to worry about helping your students make 
their stitches. 

To insert the yarn through the eye, simply widen the plastic 
apart at the loop using your fingers. The opening is large 
enough so that even young students can manipulate it to put 
the yarn through. Once the yarn is threaded through the 
opening, instruct students to tie a knot at the end of the yarn. 
This will prevent the yarn from slipping entirely through a hole 
when a stitch is made. 

Have your students practice making several stitches onto a 
piece of scrap felt. The basic stitches to make are the running 
stitch and back stitch. 

The running stitch is made by “running” the needle 
through the fabric in a straight line. The needle passes over the 
cloth, goes in, passes under the cloth, and then pops back up 
and the process repeats itself until a long stitch has been 
created. 

The back stitch basically does what the running stitch does, 
except after the needle has passed under the cloth and pops 
back up, it doesn't continue on over the cloth to make the next 
stitch. Instead, the needle “doubles back” into the previous 
point where the needle goes in and under the cloth. The 
needle then passes under the cloth, and appears up through a 
new spot further down to “double back” again. 

Use these various stitches and more with a colorful variety 
of yarn to add personality to your Sockles characters! 

Each of the pre-cut felt pieces features four central holes 
that can be used to thread the yarn 
through and attach to the sock puppet 
cloth. Tip: If you are using one of the 
star-shaped felt pieces to make the 
puppet's eyes, place a Bright Button 
on top of the felt piece you are about 
to sew onto the sock puppet. Align the 
four holes on the felt piece and the 
four holes in the Bright Button 
together. Sew the button and the felt 
piece onto the sock puppet using the 
four holes as a guide. 
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There are three types of felt pieces that can be used as hair 
pieces on the sock puppet: Swirls, large stars and small stars. The 
felt pieces come in a variety of colors so students can choose 
whichever one they like to add to their sock puppet creation. Tip: 
You can use these felt pieces as eye patches too!

The remaining felt pieces can be 
used to make the sock puppet's ears or 
hair. First attach the ears. The ears are 
shaped like a slightly elongated peanut. 
The center of the ears features four small 
holes to help sew them onto the sock 
puppet. Overlap with the frilly hair pieces 
to give the sock puppet more hair! 

The final felt piece is shaped like a 
small U with holes along the flat edge. 
This felt piece is the puppet's tongue. 
Sew the tongue to the inside fold of 
the sock puppet's mouth. Hint: A good 
way to indicate the spot to sew on the 
tongue is to fold the sock puppet at 
the mouth piece, then draw a line in 
pencil across the interior fold of the 
mouth. Students can use this line as a 
guide for where to sew the tongue 
and also to keep the stitches in a 
straight line. Of course, if your 
students want to make their sock 
puppet tongues lopsided, let them go 
for it! 

Add details with Bright Buttons! 
The Bright Buttons can be layered to 
make different types of eyes, noses and 
more! The best way to do this is to layer 
small buttons with the Big Buttons. 
Place a Big Button under a small Bright 
Button. Align the holes, and then sew 
the two buttons together onto the sock 
puppet. 

Note: If you are planning to glue the features onto the sock 
puppet instead of sewing them, do not use white glue. Use 
double-sided tape or hot glue to secure the pieces onto the sock 
puppet. If using hot glue, remember to exercise caution and use 
adult supervision when handling the hot glue gun!  

CURRICULUM RELEVANCE

• Develop fine motor skills through puppet action

• Sew or paste on a variety of different materials

• Learn to coordinate colors

• Explore literacy through puppet plays

• Progress through projects with step-by-step processes

• Combine multimedia to make unique projects

• Develop fine motor control while sewing 

• Create a unique range of puppet designs

Sock puppets are a form of hand puppetry or glove 
puppetry that used simple fabric (such as that of socks, or 
fabric that has been sewn together into various shapes) to 
cover the puppeteer's hand. The puppeteer's hand covering 
would then be made into an actual character, based on the 

details added to personalize the puppet, 
the puppeteer's hand movements and 
the puppeteer's voice. 

Hand puppetry has become more 
complex in recent years as mechanisms 
for moving the puppet's mouth, eyes 
and sometimes arms and legs have 
been implemented into puppet designs. 
This has allowed professional 
puppeteers to televise their puppet 
stories to a greater audience as the 
puppets could both be made “cartoony” 
as well as “life-like.” This practice of 
hand puppetry has long been a favorite 

form of dramatic play or storytelling. 

Historically, one of the first places that popularized hand 
puppets for dramatic play and storytelling was China. The hand 
puppets made and used there were constructed from cloth for 
the most part. The head portion of the puppet was often made 
from wood. This stabilized the puppet's head and allowed for 
the puppet designer to add intricate details to the puppet's 
appearance. In addition, the cloth body could be embellished 
with fancy stitching, various types of cloth or special stones to 
decorate the puppet's clothes.  These puppets were popular for 
performing folk stories. 

Your students can experiment with their hand puppet 
performances too! First, start with characterization. What is the 
name of each student's puppet? What does their voice sound 
like and what kind of quirks does the puppet character have 
(i.e. do her/his ears flop around all the time, or is her/his 
tongue lopsided?) Once your students have the basic details of 
their puppets worked out, they can begin putting together 
scripts for their drama plays. 

To make a script for a drama play, students can get into 
groups of three or four or do individual presentations based on 
their preference. The best way to start with a play is to outline a 
basic plot. A plot is the major part of the story—it describes the 
events that take place in the story. The plot should include all 
of the puppet characters. It should describe how the puppets 
interact and why. 

Once a basic plot is figured out, start filling in the details! 
Add in a dialogue between the puppets. The dialogue consists 
of all the speech of the characters involved in the plot. The 
dialogue is important and helps with timing. When a particular 
character has finished speaking, another character can begin to 
talk. A dialogue has to be written to help with timing the 
characters' talking. That way, each puppeteer knows when to 
begin talking as their character and what to say! 

When the basic storyline and dialogue are complete, the 
puppeteers can practice among themselves. Once the 
puppeteers feel comfortable with their performance, they can 
show the class what they've put together! 

Sock puppets are a great way to get shy performers to truly 
shine! Puppets help to take off all the pressure of the 
audience's gaze, as all the attention is on the puppet instead of 
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the puppeteer. This helps the puppeteer to explore a wide range 
of emotions, voices and actions with the puppet. In addition, the 
actions a puppet makes are often hilarious and amusing to 
watch. A puppet won't ever stop moving or forget his or her 
lines, because the dialogue lines are always in front of the 
puppeteer!

USE THE SOCKLES ACCESSORY KIT WITH THESE PRODUCTS:

Decorate the sock puppets with letters and numbers! Use 
our R2184 Manuscript Letter Beads and R2185 Math Beads to 
write words and equations. The beads can be threaded through 
with pipe cleaner or yarn. Make letter or number chains from a 
sequence of beads that can be attached to the sock puppet's 
hair, like a hair charm! 

Add detailed prints to the sock puppets with our assortment 
of craft sponges! Our R55001 Super Value Sponges Paint Kit 
provides 15 fun shapes to decorate a variety of projects, 
including sock puppets! Dip the sponges into a bowl of paint 
and press the sponge design onto the sock puppet. Arrange the 
prints in a stacked pattern or cover the sock puppet with random 
sponge designs. Use fabric paint or regular tempera and leave 
the sock puppet to dry according to fabric paint instructions. Tip: 
Make eye patches with the sponge prints. After the paint has 
dried, sew on button eyes!

Combine our selection of stencils with R5419 Paint Bellows! 
Lay a stencil onto a sock puppet. Press all the air out of the Paint 
Bellow and dip into a bowl of thick fabric or tempera paint. 
Release the Paint Bellow to suction in the paint. Spray the paint 
over top of the stencil with the Paint Bellows. The thicker the 
paint is, the easier it will be to distribute over the stencil. Cover 
the entire area around the stencil with droplets of paint. Once 
you have finished painting, remove the stencil from the sock 
puppet to reveal a print! After the paint has dried, sew on some 
buttons to decorate. 

Glue our R15651 Fabric Mosaics onto the sock puppet. Use 
hot glue to secure the mosaics onto the sock puppet fabric. 
Layer buttons on top. Alternatively, use our R2138 Felt Shapes in 
combination with the felt pieces in this kit!

Visit us at LittleFingersBigArt.com for more crafty ideas! 

Keep up to date on great ideas for classroom art and 
activities. Sign up on our blog to receive new post alerts every 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday throughout the school year! Visit 
LittleFingersBigArt.com and enter your email on the right-hand 
side of the menu. We will send you an email to confirm your 
subscription and get you started on your crafting journey! 


